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HISTORY OF ROME. 


BOOK I. 

7 he arrival of JEncas in Italy^ ami his aithievements there : 
the reign of Afcanius in Alha^ and of the other Sylvian 
KingSf his fuccejfort. Birth of Romulus and Remus* Ro^ 
tnulus builds Rome / forms the fenate ; divides the people 
into curias. His •ivars. He offers the fpolia opima to 
Jupiter Feretrius ; is di ifed» Numa Pcmptlius inffitutes 
the rites of rtltgious *LvorJhip ; builds a ttmple to Janus f 
rules in pea'^e^ and is Juiaedid ly Pul Jut Htjlilius* Jtiis 
•war •with the Albans ; combat of the Hratti and CuriatiL 
The Albans removed to Rome* Pullus killed by lightning* 
Ancus Martius conquers il^c FatineSy and incoiporates them 
with the Romans » enlarges ilt (ity^ and the bounds of his 
dominions. Lutumo arrive f at Rome ; offumes the name gjT 
Parquinius s andy on the death of AiuuSy gains poffeffion f 
the throne ^ defats the Lai»fus and Sabines; builds a wall 
round the cityy and makes the coninion fewci s ; is Jlain by 
the foils of Aliens^ and is fuinedtd by Servius Pullius* He 
injlituies the cenfus ; divides the people into claffes and cett'* 
furies : epc tends the pomoc* ium ; is murdered by Fucius Parqui^ 
niusy afterwards furnamed Superbus. He f.zes the thrsme ; 

•wages war •with the Folfciansy ondy •with their fpoilSy 
builds a temple to Jupiter in the tapitol ; tn confequence of 
his fon Sextus having forcibly violated the chajlity of Lucrt^ 
tia, he is dethroned and bamjbed. Confuls eleEled* 

PREFACE. 

W HETHER, in tracing the feries of the Roman 
iliftory, from the foundation of the city, 
I ftiall employ my time to good purpofe, ia a 
queftion which I cannot pofitively determine; nor, 
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if I could, would I venture to pronounce an opi- 
nion } for I am aware that the matter is both remote 
in antiquity, and has been already treated by many 
others ; the lateft writers always fuppofing them- 
lelyes capable, tiiher of throwing Ibme new light on 
the fubjed, or, by the fuperiority of their talents 
for compofition, of excelling the more inelegant 
writers who preceded them. However that may 
be, I fhall, at all events, derive no fmall (atisfac- 
tion Irom the rtlleifTion th.it my btfl endeavours 
have Kin txcittd in tr.infinitting to pofterity the 
an hit vments of the greateil people inthewoihi; 
and if, aniidll h .-h a multitude of writers, my name 
Ihould nor (merge from obfcuiity, I fliall conlole 
my ft It by confide nngthi diilinguttht*d reputation and 
eiuimnt mtnt of thole who (land in my way in the 
purfuir of fame. It may be farther obterved, that 
iiich a fubjerfl nrufl, require a work of immenle ex- 
tent, as oiT refiMrehes rnuft be carried back through 
.1 fpace of molt th n Itven hundred years j that the 
Hate h.is^ ft our v(ty (mall beginnings, gradually in- 
t reafed to tuch a magnitude, that it is now djllrcfled 
by its ow n bulk ; and befides, that there is every rcaibn 
to appit hend that the generality of readers will receive 
but little plealuie fiorn the accounts ol its firlt origin, 
or of the times immediately fucceeding, but will be 
impatient to arrive at thele modern times, in which 
the powers of tiiis overgrown ftate have been 
long emjiioycd in wotiving their own deftrudtion. 
C) 1 the o'K r haml, I ihall efteem this as fome 
reward of in> lab nir, that, fo long atleaft as I Ihall 
havV my thoughts totally occupied in inveftigating 
t!.e trJtiiaClions ot Inch diftant times, without being 
t mbair.alTt’d b} any of thofe unplcafing confidera- 
tions, which, liiough tlicy might not have power to 
warp a wi-im’s mind fiom the truth, would yet be 
fufficient fo cuatc uncafinefs, I Ihall withdraw my- 
lelf from the fight of tlie many evils to which our 
in this age, have been fo long accuftomed. 



OF ROME. 

As to the relations which have been handed down of 
events prior to the founding of the city, or to thole 
tranfaftions that gave occalion to its being founded, 
and which bear the Icniblance rather of poetic fic- 
tions, titan of authentic records of hiftory— thele, I 
have no intention either to maintain or refute. An- 
tiquity is always indulged with the privilege of ren- 
dering the origin of cities more venerable, by inter- 
mixing divine with human agency : and if any nation 
may claim the privilege of being allowed to confider 
its original as facred, and tq attribute it to the opera- 
tions of the Gods, furely the Roman people, who 
rank lb high in military fime, may well expciH:, that, 
while thy choofc to reprclenf Mtrs as their own 
parent, and that of their fountler, the other nations 
of the woiid may acquiefee in this, with the lame 
deference with which they ac'knowkdge their Ibvc- 
reignty. But what degree of attf ntion or credit may 
be given to thefe and fuch-like matters 1 lhall not 
confider as very mareiial. To the following c®n- 
fiderations, 1 wilh every one leiioufly and carncftly 
fo apjply his thoughts ; by what kind of men, aijd 
by what fort of Cvinducl, in peace and war, the em- 
pire has been both acquired and txtemled : then, as 
difciplme giadualiy declined, let him follow in his 
thoughts the flruclurc of antient morals, at firft, as 
it were, le.tning afido, then finking firthcr and far- 
ther, rhen beginning to fill precipitate, until he ar- 
rives at the ptefent times, when our vices have at- 
tained to filch a height of enormity, that wc can no 
longer enduie cither the burden of them, or the 
fharpnefs of the re medics nerclTary to ceirrctSt them. 
This is the great advantage to be derived fiom the 
lludy of hiftory , imle cd the only one which can 
make it anfwer any profitable and falutary purpolc : 
for, being abundantly finniflied with clear and dif- 
dnft examples of eveiy kind of coneludt, we may 
lele<Sf for ourfelvcs, and tor the ftate to which we be- 
long, fuch as arc woithy of imitation j and, carc- 
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fully noting fuch, as, being diflhonourable in their 
principles, are equally lb in their effcfts, learn to 
avoid them. Now, either partiality to the fubjcft 
of my intended work milleads me, or there never 
was any ftate eitlier greater, or of purer morals, or 
richer in good examples ; nor was there ever any 
city into which avarice and luxury made their en- 
trance fo late, or where poverty and frugality were 
lb highly and fo long held in honour; men con- 
tracting their defires'in proportion to the narrownefs 
of their circumftances. Of late years, indeed, 
opulence ha: introduced a greedinefs for gain, and 
the boundlcls variety of diffolute pleafures has 
created, in many, a paflion for ruining themfelves, 
and all around them, in courfes of intemperance and 
debauchery. But let us, in the firfl: ftage at lead of 
fo great an undertaking, avoid gloomy reflections, 
which, when pcrlfeips unavoidable, will not, even 
then, be agreeable. If it were cuftomary with us, 
as* it is with poets, wc would more willingly begin 
with good omens, and vows, and prayers to the 
gods and goddefics, that they would propitioufly 
grant fuccefs ro our endeavours, iu the profecution 
of fo arduous a talk. 

BOOK I. It has been handed down to us, as a certain 
I* faft, that the Greeks, when they had taken Troy, 
treated the Trojans with the mmoll feverity ; with 
the exception, hov/ever, of two of them, JiEneas 
and Antenor, towards whom they excrcifed none of 
the rights of conquelt. I'his lenity they owed, 
|>artly, to an old connexion of hofpitality, and, 
partly, to their having been, all along, inclined to 
peace, and to the reftoration of Helen. Thefc 
chiefs expe.rienced afterwaids great varieties of 
jfortune. Antenor, being joined by a multitude of 
; ifcc Henctians, who had been driven out of Paph- 
jagonia in a civil war, and having loft their king 
at Troy, were at a lofs both for a fettle- 
P'ii ment 
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ment and a leader, came to the innermoft bay of the ® ® ^ 

Adriatic fea, and expelling the Euganeans, who . — 1 7 
then inliabited the trad between the Alps and the 
lea, fettled the Trojans and Henetians in the pof- 
feflion of tlie country. The place wliere they firft 
landed is called Troy, and fioin theme the Trojan 
canton alfo has its name , the nation in general were 
called Venetians. Vlincas, driven from home by the 
lame calamity, but <'v)ndudcd by the fates to an 
eftablifhmcnt of more impoiunce, came fun: to 
Macedonia; thence, in ft arch of a fettlemcnt, he 
failed to Sicily, and from Sicily proceeded with his 
fleet to the country of tlie 1 .aurentians *. I lere alfo, 
to the Ipot whcie they landed, was giinen the name 
of Troy. Here the Trojans difombarked ; and as, 
after wandering about for a great length of time, 
they had nothing now left, befiile iheir fliips and 
arms, they began to make picy of whatever they 
found in the country. On this,* king Larinus and 
the Aboi igines, who were then in poQ’cflion of th^fe 
lands, aflemblcd haftily from the city and country, 
in order to repel the viok nee of the flrangers. Of 
what followed, there arc two different accounts. 

Some writers fay, tliat Latinus, being overcome in 
battle, contrafted an alliance, anil afterwards an af- 
finity, with jEne,is ; others, that, when the armies 
were drawn up in order of battle, before the fignal 
was given, Latinus, advancing in the front, invited 
the leader of the flrangers to a conference ; then in- 
quired who they were, whence they came, what had 
induced them to leave their home, and with what 
defign they had landed on the Laurentian coaft; and 
that, when he was informed that the leader was Aineas, 
the fon of Anchifcs by Venus, and his followers Tro- 
jans ; that they had made their elcape from the 
flames of their native city and of their houfes, and 
were in fearch of a fcttlement, and a place where 

P The Trojans were in number about fix hunjicit. 
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® o they thight build a town j being ftruck with admira'* 
don of that renowned people and their chief, and of 
their fpirit, prepared alike for war or peace, he gave 
him his right hand, and by that pledge aflured him 
of his future friendfhip. A league was then ftruck 
between the leaders, and mutual falutations paffed 
between the armies. Latinus entertained ^Eneas in 
his palace, and there, in the prefence of his houfehold 
gods, added a domeftic alliance to their public one, 
giving him his daughter in marriage. This event 
fully confirmed the hopes of the Trojans, that here, 
at laft, they were to find an end of their wanderings, 
in a fixed and permanent fettlement. They built a 
town, which JEneas called Lavinium, from the name 
of his wife. In a fhort time after, his new confort 
bore him a fon, who was named by his parents 
Alcanius. 


II. The Aborigines, in conjundlion with the 
Trojans, foon found themfelves engaged in a war. 
Turnus, king of the Rutulians, to whom Lavinia 
had been affianced before the arrival of JEneas, en- 
raged at feeing a ftranger preferred to him, declared 
war againft bothTEneas and Latinus. A battle that 
enfiied gave neither army reafon to rejoice. The 
Rutulians were defeated, and the victorious Abori- 
gines and Trojans loft their leader Latinus. Where- 
upon Turnus and the Rutulians, di.ffident of their 
strength, had recourfe to the fiouriftiing ftate of the 
Etrurians, and their king Mezentius, who held his 
court at Caere, at that rime an opulent city. He 
had been, from the beginning, not at all pleafed at 
the foundation of the new city ; and now began to 
think that the Trojan power was increafing to a de- 

f 'roe inconfiftent with the fafety of the neighbouring 
ates j and therefore, without reludtancc, concluded 
ash alliance, and joined his forces with thofc of the 
J^utulians. .iEneas, with the view of conciliating 
.Ihji^affcdlion of the Aborigines, that he might be 
V' * the 
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the better able to oppofe fiich formidable cnotnies, ® ® ® 
gave to both the nations under his government the 
name of Latines, that all (hould not only be govern- 
ed by tlie fame laws, but have one common name. 

From rlienccforth the Aborigines yielded not to the 
Trojans in zeal and fidelity towards their king 
vEneas. This difpofition of the two nations, who 
coalefced daily witli greater cordiality, infpired him 
with fo great confidence, that, notwitliRanding Etru- 
ria was poflefled of ib great pqwer, that it had filled 
with the fame of its prowefs not only the land, but 
the lea alfo, through the whole length of Italy, from 
the Alps to the Sicilian Streight ; and although he 
might have remained within his fortifications, lecure 
from any attack of the enemy, yet he led out his 
troops to tlie field. The battle that fiillowed was, 
with relpcft to the Ivatincs, their fecond, with relpedt 
to iEncas, the lall of his mortal afts. He, by what- 
ever appellation the laws of gods and men require 
him to be called, is depofited on the bank of the 
river Numicus. They gave him the title of Jupiter 
Indiges *■. 

HI. His fon Afeanius was not yet of an age ripe 
for government ; neverthelefs his title to the fove- 
reignty remained unimpeached, until he arrived at 
maturity. During this interval, under the regency 
of a woman, fo great was the capacity of Lavinia, 
the Latine Itate, and the united fubjcdls of his father 
and grandfather, continued firm in their allegiance 
to the young prince. I am not without fome doubts 
(for who can affirm witli certainty in a matter of fuch 
antiquity ?) whether this was the fame Afeanius men- 
tioned above, or one older than him, born of Creu- 
fa, wife to Aineas, before the deftrudion of Troy, 
and who accompanied his father in his Right from 
thence i whom, being alfo called Julius, the Julian 

* Indiges is the term applied to deified heroes, othetvrife 
gods tericihial. 
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# 0 0 K family claim as the founder of their name. This 

i - . Afcanius. whercfoever, and of whatfoever mother 
born, certainly the fon of /Eneas, finding the num- 
ber of inhabitants in Lavinium too great, left that 
city, then in a flourllhing and opulent ftate, confi- 
dering the circumftances of thofe times, to his mo- 
ther, or ftepmother, and built on the Alban moimt 
a new one for himfelf, which, from its fituatioh being 
ftretched along the hill, was called Alba Longa*. 
Between the building of Lavinium, and the tranf- 
planting the colony to* Alba Longa, the interval was 
only about thirty years j yet fo rapidly had this peo- 
ple incrcafcd in power, efpecially after the defeat of 
the Etrurians, that, not even on the death of ^neas, 
nor afterwards, during the regency of a woman, and 
the firft eflays of a youthful reign, did either Mezen- 
tius and the Etrurians, or any other of the border- 
ing nations, dare to attempt hoftilities againftthem. 
A peace was agreed jipon, in which it was ftipulated 
that the river Albula, now called the Tiber, Ihould 
be the boundary between the Etrurians and Latines. 
Afeanius’s fon, called Sylvius, from his having by 
Ibme accident been born in the woods, fucceeded 
him in the kingdom. He begat vEneas Sylvius, 
who afterwards begat Latinus Sylvius. This prince 
planted feveral colonies, who have obtained the 
name of Ancient Latines. The furname of Sylvius 
was henceforward given to all thofe who reigned at 
Alba. Of Latinus was born Alba ; of Alba, Atys j 
of Atys, Capys j of Capys, Capetus ; of Capetus, Ti- 
berinuS} who, being drowned in endeavouring to crofs 
the river Albula, gave to that river the name fo ce- 
l«ibratcd among his pofterity. Agrippn, fon of Ti- 
berinus, reigned next; after Agrippa, Romulus. 
Sylvius received the kingdom from his father, and 
being ftruck by lightning, demifed it to Aventinus, 
WI164 being buried on that hill which is now a part of 


! wSS' ealltd .“Vlbn, from a white fi>w with a litter of thiity young 
. ifoilnd there by J^neas. 
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the city of Rome, gave it his name. To him fiic- ® 
cceded Procas, who had two Tons, Nuraitor and 
Amulius. To Numitor, as being the firftborn, he be- 
queathed the ancient kingdom of the Sylvian family; 
but force prevailed over both the will of their father, 
and the refpeft due to priority of birth. Amulius 
dethroned his brother, took pofleffion of the king- 
dom, and adding crime to crime, put to death the 
male oflspring of Numitor, and ntade his datighter 
Rhea Sylvia a veftal, lu.der the Ijjecious pretence 
of doing her honour, hut, in fift, to deprive her of 
all hope of ifliie, the veftals being obliged to vow 
perpettjal virginity*. 

IV. Bu'i the fites, I fuppofe, di'mindcd the 
founding of tiiis great city, and the firil eftabli/h- 
ment of an empire, which is now, in power, next to 
the immortal gods. The veftal being deflowered 
by force, brought forth twins, and declared that the 
father of her doubtful offspring was Mars, cither 
becaufe (he really thouglit fo, or becaufe ftie hop?d 
to extenuate the guilt of her tranlgrcflion by im- 
puting It to the adl: of a deity. But neither gods 
nor men fcreenecl her or her children from the 
king’s cruelty : the prieftefs was loaded with chains, 
and caft into prifon, and the children were ordered 
to be thrown into the ftitain of the river. It hap- 
pened jjrovidentially that the Tiber overflowing its 
banks, formed itfclf into ftagnant pools in fuch a 
manner, as that the regular channel of the river 
was every where inaccefliblc, and thole, who cariitd 
the infants, fuppofed that they would be drowned in 
any water, however flill. Wherefore, as if thereby 
fulfilling the king’s order, they expofed the boys in 
the neareft pool, where now ftands the Ruminal fig- 
tree, which, it IS faid, was formerly called Romular* 
Thofc places were at that time wild defarts. A ftory 

^ * Foi an account of the veftal viigins, fee Dr. Adams’s Roman An* 
tuiuuies, p. 314. 
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prev^ails that the retiring flood having left on dry 
ground the trough, hitherto floating, in which they 
had been cxppfed, a thirfty fhe-wolf from the neigh- 
bouring mountains diredbed her courle to the cries of 
the children, and, ftooping, prcfented her dugs to- 
thc infants, (hewing fo much gentlenefs, that the 
keeper of the king’s herds found her licking the 
boys with her tongue j and that this lliepherd, whole 
name was Fauftulus, carried them home to his wife 
Laurentia to be nurfed. Some there are who think that 
this Laurentia, from her having been a proflitute,was, 
by the (hephcrds, called Lupa ; and to this circum- 
ftance they afcribe the origin of this fabulous miracle. 
Thus born, and thus educated, as foon as years 
filpplied them with ftrcngth, they led not an inadivc 
life at the (tables, or among the cattle, but traverfcd 
the neighbouring forefts in hunting. I fence acquir- 
ing vigour both of body and mtnd, they foon began 
not only to withllaftd the wild beads, but to attack 
robbers loaded with booty. The fpoil thus acquir- 
ed they divided with the (liepherds ; and, in company 
with thefe, the number pf their young aflociates con- 
tinually increa(ing, they carried on both their ferious 
bufincis, and their fports. 

V. It is faid that, even at tliat early period, the 
(ports of the Lupercal *, which we (bill celebrate, 
were practifed on the Palatine hill, and that this was 
called Palatium, from Pallanteum, a city of Arcadia, 
and afterwards the Palatine hill; and that Evander, 
who was of that tribe of Arcadians, and had been 
many years before in polTelfiori of this part of the 
country, had inftituted there this folemnity brought 
from Arcadia, in which young men were to run 
about naked, in (port and wantonnefs, in honour of 
Xycean Pan, whom the Romans afterwards called 
lauus. While they were intent on the performance 


* See ./VdainSy p. 311. 
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oF thefe fports, the time of their celebrhtioh facing ® ® ^ ^ 
generally known* the robbers, enraged at the lofi 
of their booty, attacked them by ftirprife, having 
placed themfclves in ambufli. Romulus making a 
vigorous defence, extricated himJelf ; but they took 
Remus prifoner, delivered him up to king Amuliiis, 
and had the allurance to accufe them both of crimi- 
nal milbehaviour. The principal charge made 
againft them was, that they had made violent inroads 
on the lands of Numitor, and, •with a band of youths 
•which they had collefted, plundered the country in 
a hoftile manner. In confequence of this, Remus 
was given up to Numitor to be jjimifhed. From 
the very beginning, Kauftulus had cnterraiiied hopes, 
that the cliildrrn, whom he educated, would prove 
to be defeended of the royal blood j for he knew 
that die infants had been expoled by order of the 
king, and that the time, when he, had taken them up, 
correfponded cxafbly witli that event ; but he had 
refolved to avoid any hafty difeovery, unlefs fomc 
favourable conjundure or necelfity Ihould require it. 

The neceflity hajipcned (irll , whciefbre, contlraincd 
by his apprehenfions, he dilclofed the affair to Ro- 
mulus, It happened alfo that Numitor, while he 
had Remus in his cuflody, heard that the brothers 
wcie twins j and when he combined with this cir- 
cumftance their age, and their turn of min<l, which 
gave no indication of ,x feivile condition, he was 
flruck with the idea of their being his grandchil- 
dren ; and, all his inquiries leading to the fime 
conclufion, he was tipon the point of acknowleelging 
Remus. In confetjucnce, a plot againil the king 
was concerted between all the parties. Romulus, 
not going at the head of a band of youths, for he 
was not equal to an open attempt, but ordering the 
fliepherds to come at a certain hour, by difrcrent 
roads, to tlie palace, forced his way to the kihg, 
and was fupported by Remus, with another pafty,- 
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Book procured from the houfc of Numitor. Thus they 
** , put the king to death. 

VI. In the beginning of the tumult, Numitor, 
calling out that the city was aflaulted by an enemy, 
and the jialace attacked, had drawn away the Alban 
youth to the citadel, on pretence of fecuring it by 
an armed garrifon ; and, in a little time, feeing the 
young men, after perpetrating the murder, coming 
towards him, with cypreflions of joy, he inftantly 
called the people to an afiembly, laid before them 
the iniquitous behaviour of his brother towards him- 
felfi the birth of his grandchildren, how they were 
begotten, how educated, how difeovered ; then in- 
formed them of the death of the ufurper, and that he 
had himfelf encouraged the clefign. The youths at 
the fame time advancing with their followers, 
through the niidll of the afll-nibly, faluted their 
grandfather as king ; on which the multitude tefti- 
fying their aflent, by univerfal acclamations, ratified 
to him the royal title and authority. When Numi- 
tor was thus re inflated in the fovertignty at Alba, 
Romulus and Remus weie fiiz< cl with a defire of 
building a city in die plat e wlxrt they had been ex- 
pofed and educated. 'Hitie vveu great numbtis of 
Albans and Latines, who could I'c fpared for the 
purpofc, and tlicfc were joined by a multitude of 
Ihepherds, fb that, all together, they formed luch a 
numerous body, as gave grounds to hopt that Alba 
and Lavinium would be but fmall, in coinj ifoii 
with the city, which they were about to build. 
Thcfe views were interrupted b> an evil, hereditary 
in their family, ambition foi rule, 1 lence arofe a 
ihameful conteft j though they had in the beginning 
refted their difputc on this amicable footing, that, as 
they were twins, and, conltquently, no title to prece- 
dence could be derived from piioiicyof birth, the 
gods, who were guardians of the place, fhoiild choole 

by 
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by auguries *, which of the two fhould give a name ® o o K 
to the new city, and enjoy the government of it . 
when built. Romulus chofe the Palatine, Remus 
the Aventine mount, as their confecrated Hands to 
wait the auguries. We are told that the firft omen ap- 
peared to Remus, confifting of fix vultures ; and that, 
after this had been proclaimed, twice that number 
Ihewed themfelves to Romulus j on which each was 
faluted king by his own followers ; the former claim- 
ing the kingdom, on the ground of the priority of 
time } the latter, on that of the number of the birds. 

On their meeting, an altercation enfued, then blows > 
and their paflions being inflamed by the difpute, the 
affair proceeded at lafl. to extremity, and murder 
was the confequence : Remus fell by a blow receiv- 
ed in the tumult. I'here is another account more 
generally received, that Remus, in dcrifion of his 
brother, leaped over the new will, and that Romu- 
lus, enraged thereat, flew him, uttering at the fame 
time this imprecation, “ So pcrifli e\ ery other riiat • 

“ fliall hereafter leap over my wall.” By tliefe means rcAn 
Romulus came into the foie jiolfeflion of the govern- bbfor 4 
ment, and the city, when built, was called after the ' 

name of its fininder. The fit (I buildings which he 
raifed, were on the Palatine liill, wluio he himfelf 
had been brought up. 'To the otht-r deities he per- 
formed worfliip, ;u cording to the mode of theAlbansj 
but, to 1 1< rcules, according to that of the Grcek.s, as 
inilituted by Kvandcr. 

VII. It is recorded that Jlcrrules, after having 
flain Geryon, drove away his cattle, wliich were fur- 
prifingly beauiiful ; and tlut, bting fatigued with 
travelling, he lay down, near the nver 'Fiber, in a 
graflTy place, to which he hid fwi.tu over, driving 
the herd before him, in order to lei’rclh the cattle 
with rcfl and the rich palluie. Tlicre, having in- 

* Foi an account of Sec. p« 

dulged 
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p OQfi ,4n]gcd himfclf in meat and wiijc, l>c was overpow- 

. . ered by llccp j whereupon a Ihephcrd, who dwelt 

in .the neighbourhood, named Cacus, of great 
ftrength and fiercenels, being ftruck with the beau- 
ty of tl^e cattle, wifhed to make prey of fome of 
tliem i but confidcring, that if he Ihould drive the 
herd before him into his cave, their tracks would 
direct tl\e owner’s Icarch, he dragged the cattle 
backward by the tails into the cave, picking out 
thole that were the moll remarkable for their beau- 
ty. Hercules awaking at the dawn of day, took a 
view of his herd, and miffing fome of his number, 
.went diredlly to the next cave, examining whedier 
the tracks led thither; and when he obferved that 
diey all pointed outward, and yet did not lead to 
,any other quarter, perplexed, and not knowing 
how to proceed, he began to drive forward his herd 
from that unlucky place. Some of the cows, as 
they were driven off, miffing thofe that were left 
beJiind, began, as was natural, to low after them, 
and the found being returned from the cave, by 
thole that were ffiut up in it, brought Hercules 
back. Cacus, endeavouring by force to prevent 
his approach to the cave, and invoking in vain the 
affillance of the lliepherds, received a blow of his 
club which put an end to his life. At that time, 
Evandcr, a native of Pcloponnefus, who had re- 
moved hither, governed that part of the country, 
rather through an influence acquired by his merit, 
than any power of fovercignty vetted in him. He 
was highly revered on account of hi? having intro- 
duced the wonderful knowledge of letters, a matter 
quite new to thefe men, who were ignorant of all 
the arts ; and ftill more fo, on account of the fup- 
pqfed divinity of his mother Carmenta, whofe pro- 
phetic powers had been an objeft of admiration to 
thofe nations, before the arrival of the Sibyl in Ita- 
ly. Evandcr then, being alarmed by the concourle 
uf the ffiepi.erds, haftened to the fpot, where they 
■■ >0 were 
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were aflembled in a tumulhious manner about the ^ 
ftrat^cr, whom they accufed as undeniably guilty of 
murder ; and when he was informed of the fadl:, and 
of the caufe of it, obferving the perfon and mien of 
the hero, filled with more dignity and majefty than 
belonged to a human being, he inquired who he 
was ; and being told his name, that of his father and 
his country, he addrefitd him in thefe words: 

** Ilail, flcrcules, fon of Jove ! my mother, the in- 
“ filliblc interpreter of the gods, foretold to me 
“ that you were deftined to increafe the number of 
“ the celeftials, and that an altar would be dedicated 
to you in tliis place, which a nation, hereafter 
“ the nioft powerful in the world, Ihould diftinguilh 
" by the name of The Greateft *, and would offer 
" thereon facrifices to your honour.” Hercules, 
giving his right hand, replied, that " he embraced 
“ the omen, and would fulfil the^ decree of the fates, 

“ by building and dedicating an altar in the place.” 
There, tlien, for the firtt rime, was performed a 
facrifice to Hercules, of a chol'en heifer taken out of 
the herd ■, and the Politii and Pinarii, the molt dif- 
ringuilhed families in the neighbourhood at the time, 
were invited to aflift in the ceremonies, and Ihaie 
the entertainment. It happened, by Ibme accident, 
tli.it the Potitii attending in time, and the entrails 
having been fervcvl up to them, the Pinarii came in 
for the reft of the fealt, after the ciirrails were eaten ; 
hence it continued a iiile, as long as the Pinarian fa- 
mily exifted, that they Ihouhl not eat .jf the entrails. 
The Potitii, inflnicfcd by Ev.ander, wcic direftors 
of that folcmnity for many ag( s, until the folemn 
office of the family was dclegited to (aiblic fervants, 
on which the whole lace of the Potitii became ex- 
tinrt. Thefe were tlie only foreign rites that Ro- 
mulus then adopted, lliewing thereby, from the be- 
ginning, a lefpedt for immortality obuiined by merit, 

' * An Maxima; it ftoocl in rhe ntrlc iiuikti, vwhun it rcrnRinei in 
the time ui Augufiu^. 
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a dignity to which his own dcftiny was conducing 
him. 

VITI. After paying dw worfhip to the gods, he 
fumtnontd the mulrirude to an aflembly j and, 
knowing that they conUl nc’'f r he brought to incor- 

{ 5oratc as one people, by any otln r means, than by 
laving their conduct direfted hyccram rules, he 
gave them a body of laws* i and judging, that if he 
added to tin I gnity of his own appearance, by af- 
fuming the enfigns rf fivereig.ity, it would help to 
procure refpe fl to thole liws, among a rude unin- 
form!‘d people, he ador)teJ a more m.'jt llic ftyle of 
appeal ance, both with regard to his other appoint- 
ments, and pardcularly in being attended by twelve 
liAors. So! a think that he was led to fix on that 
number iiy the number of birds in the augury, that 
had portended the kinp.dom to him : 1 am rather in- 
clined to be of their opinion, wlio fuppofe that all 
the officers attendant on magillraics, and, among 
the reft, thefc, were borrowed from their neighbours 
the Etrurians, from whom tlie eiirule chair, and the 
gown edged with jHirple, were taken, their number 
alfo being the fame, feems to me to coiifuin this opi- 
nion ; the Etrurians ufed that number, becaufe their 
king being eledfed by the fuffrages of twelve ftates, 
each ftate gave him one lidtor. Meanwhile the city 
incrcafcd in buildings, which were carried on from 
one place to another, to an extent proportioned ra- 
ther to the number of inhabitants they hoped for in 
future, than to what they had at the time f. Then, 
that the lize of rhe city might not be without ule, in 
order to aiigmcni his mimbtra, he had recourfe to 
an old idea -among founders of cities, who, when 
they had cull.-ctcd about them a multitude of mean 
And obfeure people, ufed to feign, that inhabitants 

^ Without doubt, he fiamecl the government, and the lawf, neaily oji 
ihv model of thoie cfUbliihed at Albi- 
About 3oooluot| and 300 hoif^imen. 


for 
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for their cities fprung out of the earth. He opened ® 
a fanftuary, in the place wheie thr inclofure now is, 
on the road down from the Capitol, c.illetl The Pais 
of the Two Groves. Hither (led, from the neigh- 
bouring Hates, crowds of all forts, without diftinc- 
fion, wliethcr fuemen or fla\es, led by a ibndncfs 
for novelty; and this w'as the iitil: tiling that gave 
folid flrength to ilic growing gie.'ni Js of tlie city. 

Having reafon now to be pu-t'y will f.iiisfied with 
iiis ftrength, he next made provifion t!i it rliis ilrcngth 
ihould be rtgulated by wifdoin , and lor tint pur- 
pofe, he Cleared an htindud fenaiors', either be- 
caule that number was fblJkienr, ni beiaufe rhtre 
were no more than an hundred liii/ens wlio could 
prove their defetnt from lefpi stable fullers. I'hey 
were certainly llyli 1 FatU'rs from thtit honourable 
jofEce, and then- defeeudants J\uiuiuis. 

IX. Thc Roman flatc had now at'...iued fucli a 
degree of power, that it v.a. a nuuh m arm.s for apy 
jof the neighboui ing nations ; bur, by iiaf'ii of the 
fcarcity ot wonien, its giiatuefs w.is not likely to 
lall longer than one age ofmari, as tiny hail neither 
hopes of olfspnng among thcmhlvts, nor had yet 
coiiiracled any inrermariuyes with their m iphbours. 
Romulus, tlitiefiic, by advice of t’.ie fin.ile, lent 
ambaliadors lound ro all the ad;oiniii<t Hates,. ib- 
liciting their alliance, and pi 1 million for lus new 
fubjeiis ro many among them: he iniiin.'red to 
them, that “ cities like cviry thing elle, n'e from 
low beginnings; th.ir, in time, thoie which are 
“ fuppoited by tlieir own mint, anil the favour of 
thc gotls, procuie to themlilves gieat jiower, 

“ and a great name j and that lie h.t.l mil aOUrance 


• This cxpieflion miid ho mvleiftootl in a n,inhti <! (enfe, in ihe 
Jamp niannn .in when d ir p htii.n ,u dn LKiinn), faui to 

fuch atul iiiwh pksion'-. Roinnloa Roiinuitul uiu IttiaUn ^ cacU 
tube, and cdch cuiui, chuie tiiu ; ^nd thub thw iiuiiibei wd$ made 
»p- 
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both that the gods favoured the founding of Rome, 
and that the people would not be deficient in merit, 
“ Wherefore, as men, they ought to fliew no reluc- 
“ tance to mix their blood and race with men.” In 
no one place were his ambalfadors favourably heard; 
fuch contempt of them did people entertain, and, at 
the fame time, fuch apprehenfions of danger to 
themfelvcs and their pofterity, from fo great a 
power growing up in the midfl: of them. By the 
greater part, they difmifled widi the queftion, 
“ whether they had opened an afylum for women 
alfo, for that would be the only way to procure 
“ fuitable matches for them i” This was highly re- 
fented by the Roman youth, infomuch that the bufi- 
nefs appeared evidently to point towards violence. 
Romulus, in order to afford them a convenient time 
and place for a defign of that fort, dilTembling liis 
difpleafure, prepajed, with that intent, to celebrate 
folemn games in honour of the equefirian Neptune*, 
to which he gave the name of Confualia. He thcri 
ordered the intended celebration to be procLaimed 
among the neighbouring nations, and the ])eople 
exerted themfelves in rhaking the mofl magnificent 
preparations that their knowUge and abilities al- 
lowed, in order to engage attention and raife ex- 
pectation. Great numbers of people afi'cmbled, in- 
duced, in fome meafure, by a defire of feeing the 
new city, efpecially thofe whofe countries lay ncareft, 
the Ca:ninenfian.s, Cruftuminians, and Antemna- 
tians, efpecially the whole multitude of the Sabines 
came with their wiv'es and children. I'hey were 
hofpitubly invited to the different houfes; and when 
tlicy viewed tlic fituation, and the fortifications, anil 

* So called, from Ills having produret! the fijfl lioife from the c»nli 
by a ftrokt ot his tririciu. Romulus called him Conl'us, the god of 
as having fnggefted the fcheme of feizing the vvomcn, 'fhe 
,|games» which he called Confualia, were afterwards teimcd the Ro- 
or the great games, and were after celebrated at Rome j they 
paftid, at firft* one day, then two, three, and, at length, nine d'aya. 

i,. the 



year 

OF 

ROME* 

B. C. 

74 - 8 . 


OF ROME. 

the city crowded with hoiifes, they were adoniflied ® ^ 

at the rapid increafe of the Roman power in fo fliort ‘ 

a time. When the ftiew began, and every perfon’s 
thoughts and eyes were attentively engaged on it, 
then, according to the preconcerted plan, the vio- 
lence began ; and, on a fignal given, the Roman 
youth ran different ways to carry ofl' the young wo- 
men. Some the young men bore away, as they 
happened to meet with them, without waiting to 
make a choice ; but others of extraordinary beauty, 
being defigned for fome of the principal among the 
fenators, were conveyed to their houfes by plebeians 
employed for that purpoie. It is iliid, that one 
highly diftinguilhed above the reft in appearance 
aqd beauty, was carried off by the party of one 
Talaffius ; and that in anfwer to many wi-.o eagerly 
inquired to whom they were carrying her, they, 
every now and then, to prevent apy one laying vio- 
lent hands on her, cried out, that they were carrying 
her to Talalfius ; this circumftance gave rife to the 
ufe of that word at weddings. The terror occa- 
fioned by this outrage put an end to the fports, and 
the parents of the young women retired full of 
grief, inveighing againft Inch a violation of the 
laws of ho^itality, and appealing to the god, to 
whofe folemn feftival and games they had come, re- 
lying on the refpedl due to religion, and on the faith 
of nations, and had been fb cruelly deceived. Nor 
did the women who were feifed entertain better 
hopes with regard to themlelves, or a lels degree of 
indignation : however Romulus went about to them 
in perfon, and told them, that “ this proceeding 
“ had been occafioned by the hauglitinels of their 
“ parents, who refufed to allow their neighbours to 
“ marry among them j that, notvvithftanaUng this, 
they fhould be united to the men in wedlock, in 
the common enjoyment of all property, and of 
their common children ; a bond of union chan, 
which tJic human heart feels none more endearing. 

c 3 “He 
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^ ** He begged of them to foftcn their relcntment, 
“ and to beftow their affedbions on thofc men on 
“ whom chance had beftowed their peifons. It 
" often hlppencd, he faid, that to harfti treatment 
“ mutual regard had fucceeded, and they Ihould find 
that their hulbands would behave the better on 
“ this very account ; that every one of them would 
exert himfelf, not merely in performing his duty 
as a hufl>and, but to make up to them for the lofs 
of their parents asd of their country.” To thefe 
perfuafions was added the foothing behaviour of their 
hulbands, who urged, in extenuation of the violence 
they had been tempted to commit, the excefs of 
paflion, and the force of love : arguments, tlian 
which there can be none more powerful to affuage 
the irritation of die female mind. 

X. The women, who had been forcibly carried 
off, focn became reconciled to their fitu;ition ; but 
tljeir parents, ftiil more than at firft, endeavoured 
to roufe their fcveral ftates to revenge, employing 
both cciinplaints and tears, and wearing the drefs of 
mourners. Nor did they confine their demands of 
vengeance within the limits of their own Hates, but 
riiadc -joint applications from all quarters to Titus 
Tatius, king of the Sabines, the embalfies being ad- 
dreffed to him as the perfon of the higheft renown, 
in all thofe parts. 'I'hc ftates which were the prin- 
cipal fufferers by the outrage, were the Ca;nincn- 
fians, the Cruftuminians, and the Anremnatians. 
To them, the proceedings of Tatius and the Sabine 
nation appeared too dilatory ; wherefore thefe three 
ftates, uniting in a confederacy, prepared for im- 
mediate war. Nor did even the Cruftuminians an4 
Antemnatians exert adtivity enough for the iinpa- 
■ tient rage of the Creninenfians. 'I'his ftate, there- 
fore, by itfelf, made an irruption into the Roman 
territories ; but while tliey carried on their ravages 
in a difordcriy manner, Romulus met them with 

his 
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Kis army, and, without much' difficulty, taught them B ® o.K 
that rage without ftrength avails but little. He 
routed and difperfed their army ; purfucd it in its 
flight ; flev/ their king in the battle, and^ feized his 
ipoils ; and, after the death of the enemy’s leader, 
made himfclf mafter of their city at the firft affault. 

From thence he led home his vidlorious army and 
being not only capable of performing fplendid ac- 
tions, but alfo fond of difplaying his aiSlions to ad- 
vantage, he marched up in proceffion to the Capitol, 
carrying on a frame, properly conftrudted for the 
purpofe, the fpoils of the enemy’s general whom he 
had flain; and thei’e laying them down under an 
oak, wiiich the ffiepherds accounted facred, he, at 
the fame time, while he offered this prefent, marked 
out with his eye the bounds of a trinpie for Jupiter, 
to whom he gave a new name, fiying, “ Jupiter 
** F'eretrius% in acknowledgment of the viftory 
" which I have obtained, I, Romulus, king, offer 
*' to thee thofe fpoils of a king, and dedicate a te^m- 
pie to thee in that fpot which 1 have now mca- 
“ iiired out in my mind, to be a repofitory for thole 
“ grand fpoils, which, after my example, generals 
“ in future times lliall offer, on flaying the kings 
" and generals of their enemies.” This was the 
origin of that temple which was the firfl: confecrated 
in Rome. Accordingly, it pleafed the gods fo to 
order, afterv/ards, that neither the prediction of the 
founder of the temple, intimating that future ge- 
nerals Ihould carry fpoils thither, proved groundlefs, 
nor was the honour of making that offering rendered 
common, by being imparted to many. In after-times, 
during fo many years, and fo many v/ars, there have 

* So called, from the fcrctnim, or fiarnr, fuppovting the fpoils* The 
econcl Ipolia opima, or grand fpoilb, weie offered by Cornelius Collus> 
who killed Tolumnius, king of the Veicntl.ins ; and the ihird by 
Claudius Marcellus, who killed Vtridomarus, a king of the Gauls* 

The fpoils, called fpolia opima, or grand, Q.r -ebirf, fpoils, were fo 
denominated when they were taken from a king or gcnenl in ohieG 
C4f»ma tiding an army* 

^ 3 been 
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6 o 0 K been only two inftanccs of the grand fpoils being ob* 
. taintd ; fo rare was the attainment of that high 

lionour. 

XI. the Romans were there employed !« 

this mannci, the army of tlie Anternnatians, taking 
advantage of die opportunity which the country be- 
ing left without troops afforded them, made an hof- 
tilc incuruon into tite Roman territories j whereupon 
a Roman legion *, haftily led out againft them, iiir- 
prife them, while they flraggled through tlie coun- 
try. They were routed therefore at the firft onfet 
and fhout, and tlieir town was taken. While Ro- 
mulus exulted in this fecond victory, his conforty 
Ilerfilia, teafed by the intreaties of the ravifhed wo- 
men, earnellly petitioned him that he would fltcw 
favour to their parents, and admit them into the 
number of his citizens, a meafure which could not 
fail of forming an union fatisfadory to all parties. 
This requeft was eafily obtained, lie then marched 
againft the Crurtuminians, who were carrying on 
hoftilities : with thefe he had ftill lefs trouble, be- 
caufe they had been difpirited by the defeats of their 
allies. Colonics were fent to both places, but 
greater numbers were found willing to give in their 
names for Cruft uminum, on account of the fertility 
of the foil. There were frequent migrations alfo 
from thole countries to Rome, chiefly of the parents 
y. It. and relations of the ravifhed women. The laft war, 
^ s-^ on this occafion, was begun by the Sabines; and it 

^747»* for none of their 

operations were directed by rage or pafilon, nor did 
they difclofe their intentions until they began to ad. 
They employed llratagem too, in .aid of prudence. 


, ^ ♦ So called I !om Icgirc, to choafe, to felefl* The legion con fill etf, 
at this tune, ot ')ooo iout and 300 hoi Ic, 'Vlie lumibei* atitrwardi 
j^as geneially 4000 fool and 300 iioilej and ioineiimes augmented to 
loot and 400 lioift*. li wat divided iwio 10 cohoits, 30 com- 
and ^0 ccuuiits. 
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*rhe Roman citadel was commanded by Spurius BOOK 

Tarpeius. His maiden daughter, who had acci- . . ‘ 

dentally gone without the fortifications to bring 
water for the facred rites, was bribed by Tatius with 
gold to admit fome of his troops into the citadel. 

As foon as they gained admittance they put her to 
death, by throwing their armour in a heap upon her, 
cither becaufe they wilhed that the citadel fiiould 
rather appear to have been taken by ftorm, or for the 
fake of eftablifhing a precedent that faith was not to 
be kept with a traitor. The ftory is told in another 
inanner ; that, as the Sabines generally carried on 
their left arms bhacelets of great weight, and wore 
rings fet with precious ftones, which made a great 
fliew, file bargained for what they wore on their 
left arms ; accordingly, inftead of the prelcnts of 
gold which fhe expedled, they threw their fhields 
upon her. Others fay, that, in purfuance of their 
agreement to deliver up what «was on their left 
arms, Ihc cxprefsly demanded their Ihields; and 
'this feeming to be done with a treacherous intent, 
flie was put to death with the very reward which fhe 
required. 

XII. The Sabines however kept pofleffion of 
the citadel j but though, on the day following, the 
Roman army, in order of battle, filled the whole 
plain between the Palatine and Capitoline hills, yet 
they did not come down to the level ground j until 
the Romans, ftimvilated by rage and eagernefs to 
recover the citadel, advanced to an afifault. The 
foremoft champions of the two parties, who animat- 
ed the troops to the fight, were Mettius Curtius on 
the fide of the Sabines, and Hoftus Hoftilius on 
that of the Romans. The latter, in the front of the 
army, by his fpirit and intrepidity, enabled the 
Romans to fupport the fight, in fpite of the difad- 
vantage of the ground but, on his falling, the 
Roman troops quickly gave way, and were driven 

c 4 ' bacls 
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BOOK back to the old gate of the Palatium. Romulirt 
1 , ,, -, himielf being fojctd along by the flying crowd, 
raifed hi> limils tow^^rd heaven, and faid, “ O Ju- 
“ pitoi ' b' tbv. diitclion of thy aiifpices, I, here 
“ on ih" IMu 1 t hill, Luvl the firil toundation of 
my t< ). 'he ‘■'ubiius are alicady in pofleflion 
** of out cita'vl, \.hkn they putchaltd by fraud; 
“ froni ihenct nov/ mala tlnii way hitlx r, in 
“ aims, and have pilkdthe middle of the valley, 
but da thoM. C'' father of gods and mtn! from 
" hence at leaf] iej>el the en^i ly : remove difmay 
** fn m th( minds of the Romans, and flop their 
« fliamchil flight. I vow a ttmpk litre to thee, Ju- 
** pitcr Stiitor , as a ttlliirony to polieiity of tht 
" city being piefeivtd by thv immediate aid.” 
Having pijyed thus, as if he had pcrctived that his 
prayers were luaid, he talkd out, “ Hcic, Ro- 
mans, Jupiter, fupri^mely good and great, oideis 
you to halt, ana renew the fight.” 'I'he Ro- 
mans, as if thty had heaid a voice fiom heaven, 
halted, and Rt miilus hirafeif flew forward to the 
, front. On tlie fide of the Sabines, MttniiS Cuititis 
had urn dovn fnfl fiom the titadel, had driven 
back the Ronuii'^, in difoukr, thiough the whole 
fpate at picfi n o^ ii|ud by the Foium, and was 
now at no gn ar r' il mci hoi i tlu g.te oi ihe Pal - 
tiiim, crji.ig aloid, ‘ e hive eoi,'[' ,rtd tluli 
“ traitois to li('pul*j t -fi ,o.vauis in w.n 
They new fitl il It 1 i i iit tlimg to laviflt vii- 
gins, and tModu*, .i diPli\ot, to light with 
" men.” VM 'k n » is lauiituig in this inannti, 
RorT\ulus atl.e 'a d him \vi h a hindi of the moll tou 
ragtiiii-iof the)outi. 1,1« mu, liapptn"d at tliar 
time to light on hoiltbj k, and on th t atcounr 
was the moie cliv ri.p’!!''a: he loon give wav, 
and was puii" d h/ the Komar.): rl-e rtlL of tlu 
iioman ti oops alio, a innared L. ' ri.e Ipirited 
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bravery of their king, put the Sabines to the fbiit. * *• 

Me ttlus plunged into a lake, his horfe taking fright i... 
at the noife of the purfuers : and this circutnftance 
turned the attention of the Sabines to the danger in 
which they faw a pci fon of his confequence. How- 
ever, his friends beckoning and calling to him, h« 
acquit td ficlh coinage from the affeftion of the 
multitude, and atcompliflied his efcape. Both par- 
ties now renewed the engagement in the plain be- 
*\\cen tlie two hills, bu* the advantage was on the 
fide of the Romans. 

XIIT. \r this cfifis the Sabine women, whole 
riifferings had given caufv' to the war, with their hair 
dilht veiled and guments toin, their natural timidity 
being overcome by the fight of fuch dilaftrous 
Iccncs, had the itfolutioii to throw themfclves in tlie 
way of the flying weapons, and,^ruflung acrols be- 
tween the aimics, feparated the incenfed combatants, 
and affiiagtd their fury , befecching, on the gne 
hand ilieir psitnts, on the other their hulbands, 

" not to pollute themfclves with the impious ftain 
“ of the blood of fathtr-in-hw and fon-in-law, nor 
“ brand w'lrh the inflimy of pan icicle their offspring, 

“ the childien of one, and giandchildrcn of the 
“ other party. If ye iyi(l^,faid they, to deftroy the 
alEnity and connedion formed between you by 
“ oui mairiagc, tuin your rage againft us, we aie 
“ the caufe of the war ; we are the caufe of wounds 
“ and death to our hulbands and fathcis. It isbet- 
“ ter foi us to pcrifli, than to live either widowed 
“ by the loll of one paity, or fatherlcfs by that of 
“ the other.” This iianfadion powerfully affeded y.R. 
both the multitude and th( leaders ; filence fudden- _?• 
i niued, and a fufpenfion of the fight. The lead- 
1 1' then came foiwaid, in order to concert meafures 
J )t a pacd cation; and they not only concluded a 
p' ace, but combined the two nations into one, aflb- 
i. ating the two iovereigns in the government, and 
13 cftabldhlng 
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M 0 0 K ellablilbing the feat of empire at Rome. By this 
, . accefllon the number of citizens was doubled j andi 
as fome compliment to the Sabines* the united peo- 
ple were called Quirites, from the town of Cures. 
To perpetuate the remembrance of that battle, the 
place where his horfc, emerging from the deep of the 
lake, firft brought Curtius to a fhallow, was called 
the Curtian lake *. This hippy re-eflabliihmcnt of 
peace, after a war fo diftiefling, rendered the Sabine 
women ftill dearer bqth to their hufbands and pa- 
tents, and above all to Romulus himfelf, fo that, 
when he divided the people into thirty Curias f, he 
gave thefe the names of the women. But as tlie 
number of the women was undoubtedly greater 
tlian this, whether thofe who were to give their 
names to the Curias were felefled on account of 
their age, or their own dignity, or that of their hiif- 
bands, or by lot, wc are not informed. At the 
fame time alfo, thme centuries of knights were en- 
rolled } the Ramnenles, fo called from Romulus ; 
the Titienfes, from Titus Taiius ; and the Luceres, 
the reafon of whofe name and origin is unknown* 
Thenceforward the two kings reigned together, not 
only with equal power, but with concord. 

XIV, Several years after, fome relations of 
kjng I'atius offered violence to the ambaffadors of 
the Laurentians j for which violation of the law of 
nations, the latter demanded fatisfadion : but Tatius 


• This name it retained long aftcj it was filled (ip, and bec'ime a 
jiait of the Foium. 

f He divided the city into thiee tribes : tlw Ramnenfes, fo called 
from Romulus, being liis oiiginalfollo\V(.is , the fiticnteh, horn runs 
Tatiiis, conipoted ot the Sabines ; and the Luceies, of thofe who lidd 
alTemblLd in the Lucus, oi f.influaiy, oi aftciwaids joined the Ro« 
mans* Each tube he divided into ten cm las, oi waids* Eachcuiia 
hstdits own pnefi, called cuiio, and its own place of woifhip, where, 
Ott IFfitain fitted days, facnficts wtie ofieied to pirticulai deities , anti 
jdie people df the cum feafted togethti. The centuiies of kuights 
named aftei the tribes out of whuh they weie tajeen* 


paid 
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pnid more regard to the intcrcft and importunities 
of his iclations, and thereby drew upon himfclf the 
piinifliment due to them. For he was flam after- 
wuds at i^aviniuin, in a tumult raifed on his going 
tluthti to an anniverfary facrifice. It is faid, that 
Romulus ihewed lei's refentment of this proceeding 
than becsmt him, either becaufe there had been no 
lincere loidialiry between them, while alTotiated in 
the govtinment, or becaule he thought that the 
othti delerved the death which.he met. lie avoid- 
ed tlicreloie tntenng into a war on the occafion > 
but tv) mal> t fomt atonement for the ill-treatment 
of die ambifliidois, and the murder of the king, the 
league between rhe cities of Rome and Lavinium 
was lenewed. Ihus, beyond their expedations, 
the Romans enjoyed peace on that fide , but a war 
bioke out fiom another quarter, much nearer home, 
and almofl at their gates. The F idcnattans, look- 
ing with jealoufy on the great me* eafe ol power in a- 
ntighboui , fo very near them, determined to make 
war on them eailv, befoie they Ihould arrive at that 
df gree of flrength which it was evident they would 
in tune aiqiiue, and fent a body of young men in 
arms, who laid watte the whole traft between 
bidcna* and the city. Then, turning to the left 
hand, beciufe the liber confined them on the 
light, and continuing their depredations, they threw 
tlie cou irry people into the utmoft conftt rnation, 
.ml tilt iudden alaim fprc.admg fiom rhe country 
II '■o du tiiy, made known what had happened. 
Romuluj I'lttantly led out his forces, foi a war fo 
n>..u home admitted no delay, and pitched lus camp 
at the dittancc of a mile fiom Fidenac. Leaving 
flieie a imall guaid, and mai clung out with all tlie 
rett of his troops, he ordered a party to he in am- 
buih, in a place of conce ilment, among bullies that 
gicw there in abundance , then advancing with the 
othv.. more numerous body of infvury, and all 
the cat air), by riding up almoft lo the gates. 


BOOK, 
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® ® R 4n<i ofFerlng battle, in an irregular and infultingman* 
fc-.- J.. . ner, he drew the enemy out of the town, which was 
the point that he aimed at. The cavalry, afting in 
this manner, anfwered allb another purpofc, as it 
afforded a more Iperious pretext for the retreat, 
which he was to counterfeit , and when the foot too 
began to retire, while the horfe feemed irrefolute, 
whether to fight or fly, the enemy rufhing fudden- 
ly out of the gates in crouds, eager to purfue and 
prefs on the Roman.army in its retieat, were drawn 
to the place of the ambufeade , and then the Ro- 
mans, rifing fuddenly, attacked their line in flank ; 
at the lame time, tlie enfigns of thofe who had been 
left to guard the camp, advancing from thence, 
added to their fears. Difmaved at luch a number 
of dangers, the hidenatians turned their backs, be- 
fore Romulus, and the horfemen with him, could well 
turn thtir hoilcs about to purfue them. Thus they, 
who had lattlv piiilued an enemy, who only pre- 
tejnded to fly, now fled rhcniftlvcs in caincft, with 
much greater hafle, back to the city: but they 
could not get clear of the enemy ; the Romans 
flicking clofe to their rear, broke in along with 
them, as if in one body, before the gates could be 
ftiut againft them. 

XV. The contagion of the Fidenatian war in- 
fedted the Veienti. ns; who, led by the rclationlhip 
fubfifling between them and the Fidenatians, for 
thefe alio were Etrurians, and urged on bcfide by 
the confidcration of vicinity of fituation, in cafe the 
Roman arms were to be turned againfl all their 
neighbours, made an excurfion into the Roman ter- 
ritories, in the manner of a predatory, rather than 
of a regular, war ; and thus, without encamping or 
waiting the approach of the enemy’s army, they re- 
turned to Veii, carrying home the fpoil collefted in 
the country. On the other fide, the Roman com- 
mander, not finding the enemy in the country, and 

being 
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being prepared for, and determined on, a decifiv« 3 O O jR 
a(5tion, eroded over the Tiber. The V^eientians, . ^ 

hearing that he was forming a camp, and that he in- 
tended to advance to their city, marched out to 
meet him , for they choic lather to engage in the 
open field, than to remain fhut up, and fight fiom 
the walls and houfes. Theie, by dint of ftrength, 
iinaffiftcd by any fti atagem, the Roman king, through 
the mcic foice of his veteran tioops, obtained the 
Victory, and purfiud the routed entm) to their 
walls. The city was fo ftrong, and fo ivtll fecured 
both b/ woiks and by its fituation, that he did not 
choofe to attempt it, but led home his troops , and, 
in his way, lavaged the enemy’s country for the 
lake of revenge lather than of booty. Thtfe de- 
vaflations having dtflrelled the Vciintians no lels 
than the lofs of the battle, they lent deputies to 
Rome to fuc for peace. A pait of then lands was 
taken from them, and a tiiicc granted for an hun- 
dred years. Ihefeweie the piintipal tranfadtiqns 
in peace and war, dui ing die reign of Romulus i 
and none of them was unfuitable to the behef of his 
divine oiigin, or to the lank of a divinity, which 
after his death he was fuppolcd to have obtained. 

'I'he fame may be faid of the Ipirit which he Ihewed 
m lecoveiing the kingdom for his grandfather, as 
well as of his wile condudt in founding the city, and 
eftablifhing its powt r, by the arts both of war and 
peace, for, by the ftrength which it acquired under his 
management, it bef ame fo lefpectable, that, during 
forty yeais after, it enjoyed profound peace and 
fecurity. He flood, however, much higher in the 
favour of the people than he did in that of the 
fenatc; and was yet more beloved by his army. 

He eAabliflied a body-guaid of three hundred men, 
whom he called Celerto * , and thefe he kept con* 

fi'nUy 

• Oi, the SNvift, if we fuppofe them to derive their name 
^atin tivoidi cclg-* 1 bis mult be allowed to be the probate f 

9 ^ 



m 


THE HISTORY 


o o |C' about his perfoni in time of peace as well 

’ as war. 


V. R. XVI. Such were his atchicvements in his mortal 
ftate } after which, as he was holding an aflcmbly in 
f IS,’ the plain, on the borders of the lake of Capra, for 
the purpofe of reviewing his army, a fudden ftorm 
arofe, accompanied w-ith violent thunder and light- 
ning} the king was enveloped in a thick cloud, 
which hid him from the eyes of the aflcmbly, and 
was never more Icen upon earth. The Roman 
youth were at length caled of their apprehenfions, 
by the return of calm and ferene weather, after fuch 
a turbulent day ; but when they faw the royal feat 
empty, though they readily believed the fenators, 
who had flood neareft to him, that he had been 
carried up on high by the ftorm, yet they were 
ftruck with fuch dread at being thus left in a manner 
fetherlefs, that, for fome time, they remained in 
mournful filence. At laft, fome few fetting the 
example, the whole multitude faluted Romulus as 
a deity, the fon of a deity j the king and prent 
** of the city of Rome }” and implored his favour, 
with prayers, that he would be pleai'ed always 
“ propitioufly to watch over the fafety of his own 
offspring.” Some, I believe, even at that time, 
harboured filent fufpicions that the king had been 
torn in pieces by the hands of the fenators. Such a 
report was fpread abroad, but it was little credited, 
both on account of the high admiration entertained of 
the man, and bccaufe theprefent confternation caufed 
the other account to be more generally received, 
It is farther mentioned, that a contrivance of one 
prticular man procured additional credit to this rc- 
prefentation of the matter j for Rrotulus Julius, a 


of the appellation} although it mud he atlniitted to be, by no 
certain, th.it they weie not To cailcci, as I'ojne allege, irom 
of their captain, Cclcr; while oiheis contend that they w;ci'c 
fromihe Gieek word which llgnincs a hoiTemau. 
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pf rfon whole tellimony, as wc are told, deferred BOOK 
rclpeft in any cafe, even of the greateft importance, j. 
{vhile the public were full of giief for the king, and 
of difpleallire againll the lenatois, came out into an 
aflembly of the people, and faid, “ Romans, ycftcr- 
day at the dawn of day, Romulus, the parent of 
** this our city, defccnding fiiddenlv fiom heaven, 

** appeared before me , and when, feizcd with hor- 
ror, I ftood in a worfliipping polluie, and ai- 
“ dreffed him, with prayers, that I mi^ht be al- 
“ lowed to behold him without being guilty of im- 
“ piety. Go, faid he, tell the Romans th it it is the 
will of the gods that my Rome fhould be the 
“ metropolis of the world. Let them theiefoic 
cultivate the arts of war, and be aflured, and 
hand this alTurance down to poftt 1 ity, that no iiu- 
“ man power is able to withftand the Roman arms. 

After thefe words, he went up. and vanilhedfrom 
“ my fight. ’ It was wonderful how readily 1 11s 
ftoiy, told by that man, was credited, and h«w 
much the grief of the people, and of the army, was 
affuaged, by then being fatisfied of his immor- 
tal 'ty. 

XVII. Meanwhile the minds of the fenators 
weie agitated by ambition and contention for the 
vacant thi one. F adlions had not yet taken tlieir rife 
fiom the intereftsof individuals, for, among a new 
people, no one yet poffefled any eminent fuperiority 
over the reft. The conteft lay between the differ- 
ent bodies of which the ftate was compofed : thofc 
of Sabine dclccnt were anxious that a king Ihould be 
(holcn fiom among them, appichcnfive left they 
might lofc their claim by difule, there having been 
no king of their race fince the death of I atius ; 
.ilthough, by the terms of the union, they weic en* 
titled to equal piivileges: on the otlier hand, the 
otiginal Romans fpurned the thought of a foreigner 
being placed on the throne. Notwkhftanding this 

divcrfity 
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J* 0 6 K diverlily in their views, yet all concuired in wiftiing 
r^’ _■ for a king, for they had not yet taftcd the fwtcts of 
liberty. The lenate now beg n to fear, left as the len 
timents of many of the neighbouring ftaies wi re vet y 
unfriendly toV aids them, fome foieiu-n power might 
attacktliem, while the flate was deftitute of a go- 
vernment, and the army deftitute of a comm’iidti. 
Everyone theiefore was dtfiKus that there fliojld 
be fbme head, but no one p-’iiy could he hi nighr to 
think of giving way j:o anothti. In this diffiti It/, 
the lenators ftiared tlie govcinrecnt among thm'- 
felvcs, foiming, out of thtir number, v hich toii- 
fifted of anhundrtd, t^n decades, \ I’h oi'< pith 
dentin each, who were to ha\o the tli.tdlion of 
public affairs. Each ten goveintd jointly , the pre- 
ftdent alone had the I Klors and othei badges of 
foveieignty. The tune of cuh holdiig the go 
vernment was limited to five <h\s, and the adnii 
niftration went to* them all ’n rtnation. In thu 
m^ner a year paflTed without a king , . nd tl. it in- 
terval, from this citcumftana , vMs tailed an Inui 
regnumj which term is llill applied (o fiinilai 
interruptions of the icgular govtrnmtnt Ev this 
time, the commons began lomurnuii, ai'cgino that 
flavery was multiplied on th* n , th u tl ( > luid an 
hundred matters let ovti them inffead of ( la , and u 
became evident that they would no longt i hr f »iisfi 
cd without a king, or withoi.t one chofen L/ thtin- 
felves. The ftnatois, p< uciving th it fue h lehtincs 
were in agitation, judged it pi tide nt to m. k( a volun- 
tary offer of what they could not niueh longti , train 
yet wh’lc they gratified the peojde in luiKnuiiing 
to them the foveieign powci, they too . caie not to 
give up a larger lhaic ofpnviltg thin they ftill 
kept in theii own hands, fm thev uarie d a d< , 
tlut, when the people fhould tledL a king, that 
ckaion fhould be valid, provuled the lenate ap- 
proved their choice. And, to t'lis day, the fame 
fight is claimed with rclpeft to the eiuifting of laws. 



0 F R 0 M E. 

ami the appointing of magiftrates ; tIio<*gh the cfR- ^ 0 «■ 

iicy of it has been quite taken £.\vay : at prefent, . 
b<'fore the people begin to vote, the ft. nate pre- 
vunifly dedirc their a[>probation of the proceedings 
of the afllinbly, and that, even before they arc yet 
rcfolvtd upon. The Inierrex, then, having called 
an affanblv, liid> " Romans f be the* event prof- 
“ pc tons, fortunate, ‘and happy, tlcitaking: the 
" faiheis have thought proper to decree that it 
" fhoiild be lo. If ye thooie apeifbn v/orthy to be 
“ elite iiud a fit fiicceffoi to Romulu'i, tlic fathers 
“ V ill ]oin thtir approbiilon.” Tins proceeding 
was ft) pleafing to die people, that, Icll they might 
appear to be outdone in generofity, the y voted, and 
cull. red, n ithing more than th.t the finite fliould 
dett inline, by then decree, wlu ihould be king of 
Rontc. 

XVIII. Tiilpe wis at tlw time a poifm named 
Niima Pomjiilius *, wno was umvCifally celebrated 
for )u(lice and puty ; he lived at Cuie'>, in the coim- 
ti> of rhe Sabines, and was as einiiien ly ikilled, as 
any one in tint igi could be, in all hws luiinan and 
divine: he wa fuppofed to have Ken lutti lifted by 
I’ytingoia-. of Simt)-. , tor which hiopofition there is 
no otlii r fonn 1 uion, th.in its not in '- known, fiorn 
wliat otliir tjiiirtii he dtrived Ins ' no sit cl ,e: cer- 
tain It IS, that more thin an himd'- d y>.ais aftef this 
peiiod, in du- itign of Scivins 1 iihi'i-., Pytliagvjras 
afilmblril the yoirh of the ic.n.. ir pirts of Italy, 
about JVktipontum, lleracla, and Croon, and hacl 
them infliuclcd under hi, o"n 'ii'e tion. From 
places fo remote, even if he h id Ji\ v, 1 in the time of 
Numa, how Qould fuch a charaJei of hmi have 
reached die Sabines, as flioulllu/c i'lfpucd them 
with the defile of icceivinghiji,iitiuaiO,i„ ? In what 


• He was tlie fon of i Sahinc noMtmaii, ind Ind been mdiiied to a 
faughtei of king I atius, but w la now a v idowwi . 
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® P K common language could they have communicated ? 
or with what fafcty could a Tingle man have made 
his way thither^ through To many nations differing in 
their language and manners ? I therefore rather be- 
lieve, that hi;, mind was, by nature, furnilhed with 
virtuous diipofitions, and that the inftruftions which 
he received were, not To much, in foreign learning, as 
in the coarfe and Tevere difcipline of the Sabines, 
than whom no race of men were lels corrupted by 
refinements. On Rearing the name of Nuraa Pom- 
pilius, although the Roman fathers faw that the ba- 
lance of power would incline to the Sabines, if the 
king were chofen from among them, yet, no one 
preiuiningto prefer himfclf, or any other of his own 
party, or, in Ihoit, any one of the fathers, or ci- 
tizens, to him, they ail, to a man, concurred in 
voting that the kingdom fliould be conferred on 

Y. R. Numa Pompilius. When he arrived, in confe- 
quencf of their invitation, he ordered, that, as Ro- 
7tj.* mulus, on the founding of the city, had obtained the 
‘fovereign power by an auguiy, To the gods fhould 
be confultcd, in like manner, concerning himfelf. 
Accordingly, being conUufted into the citadel by an 
augur, to which proftliion was annexed, for ever 
after, by public authoiity, the honour of perform- 
ing that folemn office, he fat down on a ftone with 
his face turned towaids tlie South ; the augur took 
his feat at his left hand, with his head covered, hold- 
ing in his right hand a crooked wand free from knots, 
which they called lituus ; then, taking a view to- 
wards the city, and the adjacent country, after offer- 
ing prayers to the gods, he marked out the regions 
of the Iky from Ealf to Well j the parts toward the 
South, he called the right, thofe toward the North, 
the left j and, in front of him, he marked, in his 
mind, a boundary at the greateft diflance that his 
eye could reach. Then, Ihiftmg the lituus into his 
left hand, and laying his right on Numa’s head, he 
prayed in this manner : “ Father Jupiter, if it is thy 

” will 
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•* will that this Nutna Potnpilius, whofe head I ® © O * 
** hold, Ihould be king of Rome, difplay to us, we 
« befeech thee, clear tokens of the fame, within 
“ thofe limits which I have marked out.” He tlicn 
named the particular aulpices, which he wiflicd 
Ihould be fent; and, thefe having appeared, Numa 
was declared king, and came down from the conle- 
crated ftand. 

XIX. Seiko thus put in pofleflion of the king> 
dom, and confidering that the city was but of fhort 
Handing, and had been founded by means of vio- 
lence and arms, he formed a defign of founding it 
anew, upon principles of jufticc, laws, and morals j 
and, knowing that the minds of the people, render- 
ed ferocious by a military life, would never accom- 
modate themfelves to the pradice of thefe, during 
the continuance of war, he refolvf;d, by a difufc of 
arms, to mollify the fiercenefs of their temper ; with 
this view, he built a temple to Janus*, near the 
foot of the hill Argdetum f , which was to notify a 
Hate either of war or of peace : when open, it de- 
noted that the ftate was engaged in war ; when (hut, 
that there was peace with all the fui rounding nations. 

Since the reign of Numa, it has been fliut but twice ; 
once, in the confulate of Titus Manlius, upon the 
conclufion of the firft Punic war ; the happinefs of 
feeing it (hut the fecond time, the gods granted tor 
our own times, when, after the battle of Aflium, the 
emperor Caefar Auguftuseftabhfliedunivcifal peace, 
on land and fea. This he then (liut ; and having, by 

* Janus is the moll antient king in I(al>> of whom my knowledge 
has been handed down to pofteuty; he vi as the flrll who intiod need 
Civilization, and the ulclul aits, among the wtkl inhabitmts of that 
countiy. He is repiefented with two laces, as knowing both the pall 
and Uie futuiei foinetiinos with lour; in which littet form, one of 
the many temples dedicated to him at Komt, was ousted , h'lving four 
f^as^l (ides, on each iide one dooi and thic* windows , the four doori 
were emblematical of the fealons 3 the twelve windows, of the months | 
ahti the whole, cl the year* 

t A fmall hill, to the eaft of the Palatine* 
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j|;0' 0 'K treaties and alliances, lecured the friendlhip of all hU 
..■■i.J- j neighbours, and thereby removed all apprehenfion 
of danger from abroad, left the difpofitions of the 
people, wh}is;h had hitherto been reftrained by fear 
of their eneinjcs, and by military difcipline,. Ihould, 
in time of tranquillity, grow licentious, he m^e it 
his firft aim to infpire them with fear of the gods, a 
principle of the greateft efficacy with the multitude, 
in that rude and ignorant age. And as diis did not 
Jeem likely to make much impreffion on tbeir minds, 
without the aid of fome pretended miracle, he made 
them believe th. t he had nightly meetings with the 
goddefs Egeria ; and that, by her diredlion, he in- 
llitutcd the lacred rites, moft acceptable to the gods, 
and appointed proper priclis for each of the deities. 
His firft undertaking was to divide the year into 
twelve months, according to the courfe of the moon: 
and becaufe the moon does not make up the number 
of thirty days in each month, and confequently there 
^re fome days v/anted to fill up the complete year, 
formed by the revolution of the fun, he managed in 
fuch a manner, by inferring intercalary months, that 
every twenty-foiiith year, the fpace of all the iliter- 
mediate years being completed, tlie days coincided 
with the fame poliiion of tiie fun from whence they 
had let out. He alfo appointed days of bufmefs, 
and days of ceiration therefrom, forefeeing how expe- 
dient it v/ould be in future, that there fliould be 
times wherein no bufincki Cwuld be brought before 
the people. 

XX. Ka next turned his thoughts to the appoint- 
ment of prieiis, tiiough lie performed in perfon the 
greateft part of the facred rites, clpecially thofe 
ivhich new belong to the office of the flamen of Ju- 
;;pitcf*; judging, that in fuch a warlike ftate, the 

greater 

S' • account of the duty and office of the diifeieiit flaniens, 

Adaius's Roman An'iquiti'ci. AUo for thole of the veliaj vir- 
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greater number of kings woulS rcftmble Romulus, BOOK 
jathcr than Numa, and would go abroad thcmfclves 
to war, thciefore, left the fiicied ntts, the per- 
formance of which pertained to the ofilce of the 
king, Ihould be negltflcd, ht iRartd .1 flinKii of 
Jove, V ho was to attend conllaml\ on the dunes of 
fiiat pnefthood, and dtconted Inm witn a Iphnhd 
ditls, and a 10 yd curule chui Ik c>c t-cd liLc- 
wile two other fl mu n> , one o‘ Mn'', lu, othci of 
Quninus. He alio leleckd vixens i( i the kivue 
of Veil.., an ordci of piuflhoo 1 tltiistd noni Alba, 
and there foie 1 elated, in loinc 1 »ir, 1 1 tiit family ol 
the founder of tlie city, boi tlitk he foei a iti- 
pind, to be prd out of the pub'ie nc. iiii), that 
they might, with Ji't irn irupn 'n, .nttiidtoUu bufi- 
ntlo of the temple , .md b, t nioining vi'gi'-”ty, and 
othei religious oblcrvancco, nvt tnem a 1 lUtity of 
ehaiaftf r that atcraiTfed vtnei ti mi 1 le elected alfo 
iwelvt priefh, called lain, foi Ivl tnadiyiis , and 
gave them, as an ornament of diliin i.> i, .1 floweietj 
tunic, and, ovei the tunic, a bia/en c( ti 1 ig foi the 
bieall. He oideied thtle to cany tin (ekdtial ar- 
mour, cilltd Ancilia, and to g > in procelKon 
through the city, fingin? hymns, v/iih leaping and 
lol( mn dancing. He tlun ehole, out of the lenators, 
a pontiff, named Numa Mucius, Ion of Maicus, 
and gave him a wiitten ami le he 1 copy <)f the infli- 
tutions rcfpeifting all the laeitd iites, together with’ 
tliieiflions with wlint victims, oi wh.it diys, in what 
temples, each fbould b< ptiforntd, and out of 
whit fuiuls the expences of them ihould be dcfiayed. 

He alfo fub]c(3:cd all other ithgious performances, 
whethei public or private, to ilit determination of 
the pontiff, in order that there Ihould be a certain 
peifbn to whom the people might, on every oext 
fion, lefoit for diredtions, kit, through their ne- 

gins, ind the fain, mentioned in Miib chiptu, (re the (anie leained 
^A'Utk., which nny b( conlidcied n {»eipc uil c ii incnuiy Upon 
Koman hdtoinns, tn and Livy, in paiUcuUu 

, » 3 lea 
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B o O K gie£t of the rites of their own country, or the intro- 
j uudlion of foreign ones, irregularities might take 
place in the worlhip of the gods : the fame pontiff 
was alfo to determine all matters relative, not only 
to the invocation of the ccleftial gods, but to funereal 
folemnities, and the worlhip of the infernal deities, 
and when and how fuch prodigies as appeared cither 
by lightning, or any other phasnomenon, fliould be 
attended to and expiated. For the purpofc of ob- 
taining information' of the fentiments of the deities, 
relpedting tbefe matters, he dedicated an altar, on 
the Aventine to Jupiter Elicius*; and conlulted 
the god, by auguries, concerning the prodigies that 
were to be expiated. 

XXI. The attention of the whole community 
being diverted from violence and arms, to the con- 
fidenngand adjuftingof thefc matters, their thoughts 
found employment enough to prevent idlcnefs , and 
then that reverence towards the gods, which im- 
preffed itfclf continually on their minds, while they 
thought of the deity of heaven interfering in the 
concerns of mankind, filled their bieafls with fuch a 
degree of piftv, that good faith, .ind regaid to the 
obligation of oaths, operated as powei fully on the 
minds of the publick, as thtir dread of the laws and 
of puniftjmcnt. And while the people formed their 
manners arici the example of the king, as tne moft 
peifcdt model, the neighbouring ftaics, who had 
formerly lo( ked upon Rome, not as a city, but as a 
camp puchtd in the midft of them, for the piir- 
pofe of iliftiirbing the general peace, were brought 
to entertain fuch refjjcCt for it, as to deem any one 
guilty of impiety, who Ihould give trouble to a ftate 
entirely occupied in the worlhip of the gods. There 
was a grove, in the centre of which, from out of a 
dark cave, flowed a rivulet, fed by a petpetuai 

fpring; 


* Frvmtlicerei tofoliut infcjmation* 
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^ring 5 hither it was Nurna's cuflom frequently to ® o o K 
repair unattended, as he pretended, to meet the god- 
defs : he therefore dedicated it to the mufes, they 
having been, he alleged, of the councils of his 
fpodfe Egeria. To Faith, under the defignadon of 
Single Faith, he inftituted an anniverfary feftivalj 
in the celebradon of which, he ordered the flamens 
to be carried in a covered chariot, drawn by two 
horles j and, while employed in the performance of 
her worfliip, to have their hands covered, dole 
down to the fingers, to fignify that h'aith was to be 
carefully preferved, and that even its feat, in the 
right hand, was lacred. Many other facrifices he 
infiitutedf and confecrated the places where they 
were to be performed, which the priefts call ar- 
genfes. But the greaieft of all his works was the 
eftablifliment of a permanent peace, which he main* 
tained through the whole couifc^ of his reign, with 
no lefs care than he employed in fecuring his own 
authority. Thus two kings m fucccHion, by chfTjr- 
ent methods, one by warlike, the orhti by peaceful 
inllitutions, contributed to the aggrandifement of 
the ftare. Romulus rcig.icd thiuy-feven years, 

Numa forty-three. 1 he nation, by this time, be- 
came pofiefied not only of gicat ftrength, but had 
allb attained to a competent Knowledge of the arts 
both of war and of peace, 

XXII, Qn the death of Numa, an interregnum *• 
again took place. After fomc time, the people 
defied to the throne TuUus Iloftilius, grandfon to 
that Hoftilius who ditlinguilhcd lumfclf in the battle 
with the Sabines, at the foot of the citadel i and the 
fenate gave their approbation. He was not only^ of 
a temper very difierent from that of the late king, 
but more warlike in his dilpofition than even Ro- 
mulus himlelf. His youth and vigour, and, at the 
fame time, the renown of his grandfather, ftimulated 
his native courage. Thinking, therefore, that the 

D 4 i!trengt& 
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t"' ' ’ . . ‘ * 

> ftrcngth of the ftate was growing languid, througl}. 

inaftivity, he fought on all fidcs for an opportunity 
V ' of ftirring up a war. It happened that fome Romaq 
< and Alban peafants committed mutual depredations 
on each other’s lands : at this time, C. Cluilius held 
the government of Alba. Ambafladors were fent 
from both fides, at nearly the fame time, tp demand 
fellituiion. Tullus gave orders to his, that they 
Ihould attend to nothing elfe, until they executed 
their comminion: he well knew that the' Alban 
would give a rcfulkl* and then war might be juo- 
claimed, without incurring the charge of impiety. 
The Albans |voeetded with lefs difparch ; being 
courteoufly and liberally entertained by 'riillus in his 
palace, they cheerfully enjoyed the pltafurcs of the 
king’s table. Meanwhile, the Romans had made 
the lit ft demand of leftitution, and, on the Alban’s 
refufal, had declared war to commence on the thir- 
tieth day after, atuV re tinned to Tullus with an ac- 
count of their piocctdings. He then gave the .uu- 
baffadors an opportunity of propofing ' the bufinds 
of their embally ; they, entirely' ignorant of what 
had palfcd, fpent fome lime, at tirft, in making apf)- 
logies ; that “ it was very diJagrecable to ihem to 
fay any thing that would not be pk-afing to Tiil- 
lus, but that they v/ere compelled by tlieir in- 
** ftrudtions: the y came to demand rtflicution, and 
“ if that were not granted, had orders to' dctlaic 
“ war.” To tliis Tullus anftvercd: “ Tell your 
*'* king, that tiie king of Rome appeals to the 
“ gods, to judge which of the two Itates fifft dif- 
“ milled, with a refufal, the ambaifadofs of the 


“ other demanding reftitution ; that, upon that 
‘‘ ftate, they tuav infiid all the calamities of this 
"war.” 


i : , XXIII. 1'his anfwer the Albans carried home, 
both parties made the moft vigorous prepara- 
for a war, which might almoft be called a civil 

A"" ' ' ■ u 
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ajar, as it was to be waged, in fome manner, be- ® ® ® 
tjveen parents and their children, both parties dc- ' 
riving their dcfcent from Troy: for Lavinium owed 
its ongn to Troy, from Lavinium Ijaung Alba, 
and, fioni the race of the Alban kings, the Romans 
weie dcftended. The ifllie of the war, however, 
was luth as undertd the dilpute kls gricv'ous than 
ijnight have bet-ii appithended, for, without a gene- 
ral engage m< nt, and without any fai ihcr damage, 
than the demolition of the houfes of one of the 
cities, the two flat's weie im orpor ited into one. 

1 he Albans fiifl, with vtiy numerous foices, made 
an iiruption nito the Romm tcintoiies , and, at the 
dillancc ol’no moic than five miles from the citv, 
fortified rlicir camp with a titnth, whieh, fioni the 
name of tlitii Icailtr, was aftei wards called the Clu- 
ilian Ticnch, and retained the name for Icvtial ages, 
until the occafion being m time forgotten, th( name 
too fell into difufe. In this caiiiji*, Clinlius the Al- 
ban king died, on which the Albans cieatcd Mct- 
tius Futletius their diflaror. Tuilus, now, impatient 
foi ai'^ion, efptcially after the death of the king, af- 
luied his men that the lupreme power of the gods, 
which had alieady begun with the head, would in- 
fiiA, upon the whole body of the Albans, the pe- 
nalty inruncd by their having occafioned this im- 
pious war, and, niai clung pafl the enemy’s camp 
in the night, he advanced, with his army ready for 
action, into the Alban teiritones. Thu procedure 
drew out Mettius fioni the camp where he lay: 
he led his tioops, by the flioitcft road, towards the 
enemy, finding foiward an amballador to tell Tui- 
lus, that “ it was highly expedient that they (hould 
‘‘ confer together, befoie they came to an engage- 
“ inent , that, if he would give him a meeting, he 
was confident that what he had to propofc to his 
“ confideration would appear to concern the intereft: 

of Rome, no Icfs than that of Alba.” Tuilus, not 
thinking it proper to decline the propofal, though 
lie faw no piobabiiity of any good conlcqucnce 

arifuig 
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K arifing from it, led out his troops into the field ; the 
Albans likcin^ifc matched out to meet him. When 
both parties were drawn up in order of battle, the 
leaders, attended by a ft w of the principal officers, 
advanced into the middle fpace, where the Alban 
began thus : " I underftood, from our king Clu- 
** ilius, that, on our part, injuries fuftained, and a re- 
" fufal of fatisfaftion, when demanded, were the 
caufts of the prefent war ; and I doubt not that 
** you, Tullus, allege j on your part, the fame grounds 
** of quarrel ; but if, inftead of plaufible profcflions, 
** I may be al’owed to declare the truth, it is a thirft 
" for dominion that ftimulates two nations, con- 
“ netted by their lituation, and by confanguinity, 
** to take up arms againft each other. Nor do I 
** examine whether the meafures purfued are juf- 
** tifiable or not; the determination of that point 
** was the bufinefs,of him who commenced the wars 
“ fortny part, it w^ for the purpofe of carrying it 
**«on, that the Allans conftituted me their leader. 
** Of this, however, Tullus, I wiffi to warn you} 
** what a formidable power the Etrurians poflefs, 
** both in our neighbourhood and more efpceially in 
** yours, you, as being nearer to them, know bet- 
ter than we. On land, they arc very powerful j on 
** the fca, exceedingly fo. Now confider, that, 
when you lhall give the fignal for battle, they 
will enjoy the fight of theft two armies engaged' 
" as they would a fhow, and will not fail to attack 
** both the vittor and the vanquilhed together, 
** when th^ fee them fatigued, and their ftrerigtb 
“ exhaufted. Wherefore, fince we are not content 
** with the certain enjoyment of liberty, but are go- 
** ing to hazard an uncertain caft for dominion or 
** flavery, let us, in the name of the gods, purfue 
•* 'fbme method, whereby, without great lofs, with- 
** put much blood of cither nation, it may be de- 
f*’ cided which fh all have dominion over the other.” 
^iS prOpofal was not unpleafing to Tullus, though, 
ii ;r:|i^ Wm hiis natumidifpofition, and from confidence 

of 
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of fuccefs, he was rather inclined to violent nteaftirei. ® 

Both of them then turning their thoughts to de^lfe 
fome plan, they adopted one, for which accident had 
already laid the foundation. 

XXIV. It happened, that, in each of the armies, 
there were three twin brothers, between whom there 
was no difparity, in point of age, or of ftrength. 

That their names were Horatius and Curiatius, we 
have fufiicient certainty, for no occurrence of anti-* 
quity has ever been more univerfally noticed ; yet, 
notwithftanding that the fa£t is fo well afeertained, 
there ftill remains a doubt refpeding the names, to 
which nation the Horatii belonged, and to which 
the Curiatii: authors arc divided on the point i 
finding, however, that the greater number concur, in 
calling the Horatii, Romans, I am inclined to follow 
them. To thefe three brothers, on each fide, the 
kings propofed, that they ihould fupport by their 
arms the honour of their relpeftive countries i in- 
forming them, that the fovereignty was to be en- 
joyed by that nation, whofe champions Ihould prove 
vidlorious in the combat. No relufbance was Ihewn 
on their parts, and time and place were appointed. 
Previous to the fight, a league was made between 
the Romans and Albans, on thefe conditions ; that, 
whichever of the two nations ihould, by its cham- 
pions, obtain victory in the combat, that nation 
ihould, without further diipute, poiTefs fovereign 
dominion over the other. Various treaties are 
formed on different terms, but the mode of ratifica- 
tion is the fame in all. The following is the man- 
ner in which, as we are told, they proceeded on 
that occafion i and we have no record of any more 
antienc treaty. The herald aiked the king, in thefe 
words ; “ DcHt thou, O king, order me to ftrike 
<< a league with the Pater Patratus * of the Alban 

* The duty of the Pater Patratu^ WM, to attend die ntakii^ d 
tlw treaty, and to ratify it by aadi. 

« nad<m f ; 
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k « nation ?” Having received the king’s order, he 
‘jy. .. iaid. “ O king, I demand vervain from thee:” 
the king anfwcred, " Take it pure.” The herald 
brought clean ftalks of tliat herb from the citadel. 
He afterwards alked the king in thefc words ; 

Doll thou, O king, conllitute me tiie royal dele- 
** gate of the Roman people, the Quirites; in- 
cluding, in my privileges, my attendants and 
implements.” The king replied, “ Be it with- 
•* out detriment to me, and to the Roman people, 
the Quirites, I do conllitute thee.” The herald 
■was Marcus Valerius, and he made Spurius Fufnis 
Pater Patratus, by touching his iiead and hair witli 
the vervain. The Pater Patratus is made “ ad 
jusjurandum patrandum,” that is, to ratify the 
league ; and this he does in a great many worths, 
■which being expreffed in a long fet form, I may be 
cxcufed from repeating. Then, after reciting the 
conditions, he faid, Hear thou, O Jupiter ! hear 
“ tliou, Pater Patratus of the Aiban nation ; hear, 
** ye people of Alba : as thofe conditions, from firft 
to laft, have been recited openly from thofe tab- 
“ lets, or that wax, widtout fraud or deceit, in fuch 
fenfe as they are moll clearly underflood here this 
" day, from thole conditions the Roman people 
** will not firll depart : if they Ihall, at any time, firll 
depart from them, ujider authority of the Hate, 
** through' any fraud or deceit, do thou, O Jupiter, 
** on that day, ftrike the Roman people in like man- 
ner as I lliall here, this day, llrike this fwincj and 
llrike them, thou, with greater feverity, in pro- 
portion as thy power and ability arc greater.”- 
So faying, he llruck down the fwinc with a flint 
ftone. The 4-lbans likewilc, by their dictator and 
their priefts,' repeated their form of ratification and 
tlkif oath. 

,v|^^ ;XXV'. The league being concluJed, the three 
on each fide, purfuant to the agree. 9 \eht| 

’ . took 
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look arms ; the friends of each pitting them in mind, 8 00 IS. 
that “ the gods of their country, their country it- . - | ,*['i if, 
“ fclf, the whole of their countrymen, whether at 
“ liomc, or in the army, retted on their prowefs 
“ the dccifion of their fate.” Naturally bold and 
courageous, and highly animated bettdes by fuch 
exhortations, they advanced into the midtt between 
the two armies. The two armies fat down before 
tlx ir rifpciHive camps, free from all apprehenfions 
of immediate danger to thetofelves, but not from 
deep anxiety j no lefs than fovereign power being at 
Hake, aixl depending on die bravery and fuccefs of 
fo fmall a number. With all the eagernefs tlierefore 
of anxious fufpenfe, tliey fixed th..ir attention on an 
exhibition, which was far indeed from being a matter 
of mere amufement. I'he fignal being given, the 
three youths, who liad been drawn up on each fuie, 
as in battle array, their breatts animated with the 
magnanimous ipirits of whole armies, ruflicd for- 
ward to the figlit, intent on mutual flaughtcr, utter- 
ly rhoughrlefs of their own perfonal peiil, andre- 
flefting, that, on the event of the contett, depended 
the future fate and ibrtune of their rcfpeittive coun- 
rncs. On the firft onfet, as foon as the clalh of their 
arms, and the glittering of their fwords, were perceiv- 
ed, the fpertators fhuddered with excels of horror; 
and tluir hopes being, as yet, equally balanced, their 
voire was lupprelfctl, and even their breath was 
llilpended. Afterwards, in the progrefs of the com- 
bat, dining which, not only the adivityof die young 
men’s limbs, and tiie rapid motions of their arms, 
otienlive and defenlivc, but wounds alfo, and blood 
weie exhibited to view, the three Albans were 
\vounded, and two of the Romans fell lifelefs, one 
over the other. On their fall, the Alban army fct 
u[) a ttiqut of joy j while the Roman legions were 
in a ttaie of the moft painful anxiety, almoft berett 
of iiopc, .ind reduced to a Hate of delpair, by the 
liftiation of their champion, who was now furcoynd-' 
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S o o K cd by the liiree Curiatii. It happened that he ^as 
tinhurt j fo that, though, fingly, he was by no means 
a match for them, all together, yet was he confident 
of fuccefs, ^infi; each of them, feparately. In order 
therefore to avoid their joint attack, he betook 
himfelf to flight, judging that they would purfue 
with fuch different degrees of fpced, as their wounds 
would allow. He had now fled to fome diftance 
^rom the place where they had fought, when, look- 
ing back, he perceived that there were large inter- 
vals between the purfuers, and that one was at no 
great diftance from him: againft him he turned 
back, with great fury, and while the Alban army 
called out to the Curiatii to fuccour their brother, 
Horatius, having in the mean time flain his anta- 
gonift, proceeded viflorious to attack the fccond. 
The Romans then cheered their champion with 
ihouts of applaufe, fuch ?s naturally burft forth on 
occafions or unexpeded joy : on his part, he delay- 
ed not to put an end to the combat j for, before the 
third, who was at no great diftance, could come up 
to the relief of his brother, he difpatchcd the lecond 
Curiatius. And, now, they were brought to an equa- 
lity, in point of number, only one on each fide 
Airviving, but were far from an equality either in 
hopes or in ftrengjch ; die one, unhurt, and flufhed 
with two vidories, advanced, with confidence, to the 
diird conteft} the other, enfeebled by a wound, 
fatigued with running, and dilpirited, befides, by the 
fiite of his brethren, already flain, met the vidori- 
ous enemy. What followed, could not be called a 
fight ; the Roman, exulting, cried out, “ Two of 
you have I offered to the fhades of my brothers, 
** die thiKl I will offer to the caufe in which we are 


engaged, that the Roman may rule over the Al- 
** ban and, whilft the other could fcarcely fufi- 
jBpit the weight of his armour, he plunged his 
•npward downward into his throat i then, as he lay 
IKOftratej he defpoUed him of his arms. The Ro- 


mans 
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mans received Hor^dus witK triumphant copgratu* 
lacions, and a degree of joy proportioned to th^ 
greatnefs of the ^ger that had threatened their 
cauie. Both parties then appUed themfclves to the 
burying of their dead, with very different difpofidons 
of mind ; the one being elated with the acquUidqn 
of empire, die other deprel&d under a foreign ju- 
rifdifbion. The fepulchres ftill remain, in the feve- 
ral fpots where the combatants fell ; thofe of the 
two Romans in one place neater to Alba, thofe of 
the three Albans, on the fide next to Rome j but, 
in different places, as they fought. 

XXVI. Before the armies feparated, MetduS, 
in conformity to the terms of the treaty, defired to 
know from Tullus what commands he would give, 
and was ordered to keep the young men in readi- 
nefs, under arms, as he intended to employ them in 
cafe of a war breaking out i#ith the Veiendans. 

The two parties then retired to theif refpeftivc 
homes. Horadus advanced at the head of the l^o- 
mans, bearing in triumph the fjKiils of the three 
brothers : near the gate Capena he was met by his 
filler, a maiden who had been betrothed to one of 
the Curiatii : obferving, on her brother’s Ihoulder, 
the military robe of her lover, made by her own 
hands, fhe tore her hair, and, with loud and mourn- 
ful outcries, called on the name of her deceafed 
fpoufe : his filler’s lamentations, in the midil of his 
own triumpli, and of fo great public joy, irritated 
the fierce youth to fuch a degree, that, drawing his 
Iword, he plunged it into her brcalt, at the fame time 
upbraiding her, in thefe words, ** Begone to thy 
fpoufe, with thy unfeafonable love, fince thou 
“ couldfl forget what is due to the memory of thy 
deceafed brothers, to him who ftill furvives, and 
** to thy native country ; lb perilh every daughter 
“ of Rome that lhall mourn for its enemy.” Both 
de fenate and people were fhocked at the horrid 
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deed} but his recent merit outweighed its guilt 
he was, however, inftantly carried before the king, 
to be tried. The king, unwilling to take on him- 
fclf a decifion of fuch a melancholy nature, and fb 
difagreeable to the multitude, 6r the inflid’ing of 
the punilhment confcquent on the decifion, fum- 
moned an aflcmbly of the people, and then faid",’ 
“ I appoint two commiflioners to pals judgment on 
“ hioratius for murder, according to the law.” 
The law was of dreadful import ; “■ Let two cortT- 
“ milfioners pals judgment for murder; if the ac- 
" cuftd appeal from the commiflioners, let the ap- 
peal be tried ; if their fentence be confirmed, 
“ cover his head, hang him- by a rope on the gal- 
** lows, let him be fcourged either within the Po- 
" masrium or without the Pomterium.” The two 
coihmilfioners, appointed conformably to this law, 
were of opinion, that, according to that law, they 
were not authorifeS to acquit him, however fmalf 
his^ guilt might be ; and, after they had found hirn 
guilty, one of them pronounced judgment in thefe 
words; “ Publius Horatius, I fentence thee to 
“ punilhment as a murderer; go, Lidlor, bind his 
** hands.” The Lidor had come up to him, and 
was fixing the cord, when Horatius, by the advice 
of Tillius, who wilhed to give the mildefl: interpre- 
tation to the law, laid, “ I appeal :” fo the trial, on 
the appeal, came before the commons. During i his 
trial, people’s feelings were very deeply alFedcd,- 
cfpccially by the behaviour of Publius Horatius the 
father, who declared that, “ in his judgment, his 
** daughter was defervedly put to death ; had it not 
been fo, he would, by his own authority as a fa- 
,** ther, have inflided punilhment on his fon.” He 
then befought them that " they would not leave 
** hifti childlefs, whom they had beheld, but a few 
jl^urs ago, furrounded by children of uncommon 
,%‘j^fit.” Uttering thefe words, the old man em- 
the yodfh, and pointing to the fpoiis of tlfe 
, Curiatu,^ 



ROME. 

Curiatii, which were hung up in the place where 
now Hands the Horatian column ; “ O my fellow- 
citizens,” he exclaimed, can you bear to be* 
hold him laden with chains, and condemned to 
ignominy, ftripes, and torture, whom, but juft 
now, you faw covered with the ornaments of 
” victory, marching in triumph ! a fight fo horrid, 
that fcarcely could the eyes of the Albans them* 
“ felves endure it. Go, Liftor, bind the arms, 
which, but now, wielded thofe weapons which 
" acquired dominion to the Roman people : cover 
" the head of that man, to whom your city owes 
“ its liberty : hang him upon the gallows : fcourgc 
him, within the Pomocrium ; but do it between 
thofe pillars, to which are fufpended the trophies 
** of his vi.lory : fcourge him, without the Pomce* 
rium, but do it between the tombs of the Curiatii. 
“ hor to what place can ye lead this, youth, where 
“ the monuments of his glory wbuld not redeem 
“ him from the ignominy of fuch a puniflimcnt ?” 
The people could not wiihftand either the tears of 
the father, or the intrepid fpiiit of the youth him* 
felf, which no Und of danger could appal, and ra- 
ther out of admiiation of his bravery, than regard to 
the jullite of liis caufe, they pafied a fcntcnce of ac- 
quittal. Wherefore, that lome expiation might be 
made for the aft of manifefl. murder, the father was 
otvlered to make atonement for his fon at the public 
ci^pence. After performing expiatory facnfices, 
w iiich continued afterwards to be celebrated by the 
Horatian family, he laid a beam acrofs the ftrect, 
and, covering the young man’s head, made him 
pafs, as it were, under the yoke The beam re- 
mains to this day, being conftantly kept in repair 
at the expcnce of the public, and is called the fitter’s 
beam. A tomb of fquared ftonc was railed for 
Horatia, on tlic Ipot where Ihe fell. 
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o 0 IC XXVII. The peace with Alba was not of long 
. . continuance. The diflatisfaftion of die multitude, 

on account of the power and fortune of the ftatc 
having been hazarded on three champions, pervert- 
ed the unfteady mind of the didbator j and as his 
defigns, though honourable, had not been crowned 
with fuccefs, he endeavoured, by otliers of a differ- 
ent kind, to recover the eftcem of his countrymen. 
"With this view, therefore, as formerly, in time of war, 
he had fought peace, fo now, when peace was effa- 
blilhed, he as ardently wifhed for war : but, perceiv- 
ing that his own Hate pofllfied more coui age than 
ftrength, he perfuaded other nation*, to make war, 
openly, by order of their governments refcivingto 
his own people, the part of eflefting their purpoles, 
by treachery, under the niafk of allies. I'he 1* ide- 
natians, a Roman colony, being affined of the con- 
currence of the Veientians, and rec'^iving from the 
Albans a pofitive engagement to defert to their fide, 
were prcvdled on to take arms and declare war. 
Tidente having thus openly revolted, Tullus, after 
fummoning Mettius and his army from Alba, march- 
ed againib the enemy, and pafflng the Anio, pitched 
his camp at the conflux of the rivers. Between that 
place, and Fidenae, the Veientians hid crofled the 
Tibei, and, in the line of battle, they compofed the 
right wing near the iivci, the Fnknati.i beingpoft- 
ed on the left towards the mountains. Tullus drew 
up his own men facing the Vticntnns, and pofted 
the Albans oppofite to the troops of the Fuicnati- 
ans. The Alban had not more icfolution than hde- 
lity, fo that, not dai mg cither to keep his ground, 
or openly to defert, he filed off flowly toward the 
mountains. When he thought he had proceeded to 
a fufficient diftance, he ordered the whole line to 
halt, and being ftill irrefolute, in order to wafle time, 
he employed himfclf in forming the ranks ; his 
feheme was to join his forces -to whichever of the 
parties fortune Ihould favour with viitoiy. At full:. 
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the Romans who ftood nearcft'wcre aftonlftied 
finding their flank left uncovered, by the departure of . ' 

their allies, and, in a ihort time, a horleman at full 
fpeed brought an account to the king that the Al- 
bans were retreating. Tullus, in this perilous junc- 
ture, vowed to inftitute twelve new Salian priefts, 
and alfo to build temples to Palenels and Terror; 
then, rebuking the horfeman with a loud voice, that 
the enemy might hear, he ordered him to return to 
the fight, telling him, that “ the/e was no occaficn 
“ for any uncafinefs ; that it was by his order the 
Alban army was wheeling round, in order to fall 
“ upon the improtefted rear of the Fidenatians.’* 

He comrp' ' ;d him alfo, to order the cavalry to 
raife their j|jears aloft ; and, this being performed, 
inte*''Tpted, from a great part of the infantry, the 
view of the Alban army retreating : thole who did 
fee them, believing what the king had faid, fought 
with the greater fyirit. The fright was now tranf- 
ferred to the enemy, for they had heard what the, 
king had fpoken aloud, and many of the Fidenatians 
underftood the Latine tongue, as having been inter- 
mixed with Romans in the colony. Wherefore, 
dreading left the Albans might run down fuddenly 
from the hills, cut off their retreat to the town, 
they betook cl'^ Ives to flight. Tullus prefled 
them clofe, nd r roudng th. . wing compoled of 
the Fidcnatiani. tun.cd back with double fury 
againft the Vcic* dans, now dilheartened by the dif- 
may of thr Ouher wing. Neither could they with- 
ftand his attack, and the river intercepting them be- 
hind, prevented a precipitate flight. As foon as 
they reached this, in their retreat, fome, lhamefully 
throwing away their arms, plunged defperatcly intt? 
the water, and the reft, hefitating on the bank, 
irrefolute whether to fight or fly, were overpowered 
and cut off. Never before had the Romans been 
engaged in fo defperate an action. 

£ 2 
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■B O O K XXVIII. Wh-en all was over, the Alban troopS 
f who had been fpeftitors of the engagement, march- 
ed down into the plain, and Mettius congratulated 
Tullus on his vi£bory over the enemy. Tullus an- 
fwered himj witho'ut fhewing any fign of difplea- 
fure, and gave orders that the Albans Ihould, with 
the favour of fortune, join their camp with that of 
the Romans, and appointed a facrificc of purifica- 
tion to be performed next day. As foon as it was 
light, all things being prepared in the ufual manner, 
he commanded both armies to be fummoned to an 
affembly. I'he heralds, beginning at the outfide, 
fummoned the Albans firfl: j and they, ftruck with 
the novelty of the affair, and wifhing to hear the 
Roman king delivering a fpeechj took their places 
neared to hitn : the Roman troops, under arms, 
purfuant to direftions prcvioufly given, formed a 
circle round them, and a charge was given to the 
Centurions to execute without delay fuch orders as 
,they Ihould receive. I'hen Tullus began in this 
manner j “ If ever, Romans, there has hitherto oc- 
“ curred, at any time, or in any war, an occafion 
“ that called on you to return thanks, fird, to the 
immortal gods, and, next, to your own valour, it 
“ was the battle of yederday : for ye had to drug- 
“ gle not only with your enemies, but, what is a 
" more difhcult and dangerous druggie, with the 
“ treachery and perfidy of your allies : for I will 
“ now undeceive you j it was not by my order that 
** the Albans withdrew to the mountains, nor was 
“ what ye heard me lay, the ilfuing of orders, but 
“ a dratagem, and a pretext of having ^iven orders, 
" to the end that while ye were kept in ignorance 
U of your being deferred, your attention might not 
be drawn away from the fight ; and, that, at the 
" fame time, the enemy, believing themfelvcs to be 
furrounded on the rear, might be druck with ter- 
. ror and difinay : but the guilt which I am expofing 
:**** to you, extends not to all the Albans ; they fol- 
'■-n ** lowed 
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lowed their leader, as ye would have done, had I B o o K 
“ chofen that the army ftoiild make any movement . j, 
** from the ground which it occupied. Mettius 
there was the leader of that march, the fame Met- 
" tins was the fchemer of this war. Mettius it was 


who broke the league between the Romans and 
** Albans. May others dare to commit like crimes, 
if I do not now make him a confpicuous example 
to all mankind.” On this the Centurions in 


arms gathered round Mettius, and the king proceed- 
ed in his difcourfc : “ Albans, be the mcafure prof- 
** perous, fortunate, and happy to the Roman people, 
to me, and to you , it is my intention to remove 
the entire people of Alba to Rome, to give to the 
commons the privileges of citizens, and to enroll 
‘‘ the principal inhabitants among the fathers, to 
“ form of the whole one city, one republic. As 
** the ftate of Alba, from being /)ne people, was 
“ heretofore divided into two, fo let thefe be now 


" re-united.” On hearing this, the Alban youtl> 
who were unarmed, and furrounded by armed troops, 
however different their fentimcnts were, yet, being 
all reftrained by the fame apprehenfiions, kept a pro- 
found filence. Tullus then faid, “ ^lettuis Fuf- 
“ fetuis, if you were capable of learning to preferve 
“ faith, and a regard to ticaties, I Ihould fufler you 
“ to live, and fupply you with inftru ‘hons , but your 
" dilpofition is incurable: let your punifhmenr, then, 
“ teach mankind to confider thofe things as facred, 
which you have dared to violate. As, therefore, 
“ you lately kejjt your mind divided between the 
“ intercft- of the Fjidenatians and of the Romans, 
“ fo fliall jou now have your body divided and 
“ torn in pieces.” Then two chariots being 
brought, each drawn by four horfes, he tied Met- 
tius, extended at full length, to the carriages of 
them, and the horfes being driven violently in dif- 
ferent direftions, bore away on each carria^ part of 
ihis mangled body, with the limbs which were faflen- 

E 3 ed 
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d O K e(] by the cords. From fuch a ftiocking fpCdtaclc the 
, . eyes of all were turned away with horror. This was 

the firft, and the' lad, indance ahiong the Romans, 
of any punilhment infiidted without regard to the 
laws of humanity. In every other cafe, we may 
judly boad, that no nation in the world has Ihcwn 
more mildnefs in the inflidlion of punilhment. 

y.R. XXIX. During thefe proceedings, the cavalry 
had been fent forward to Alba, to remove the mul- 
665.' titude to Rome. The legions were now led thither, 
to demolilh the city. As foon as they entered tlie 
gates, there enfued not a tumult, or panick, as is 
ufual in cities taken by dorm, where the gates being 
burd open, or the walls levelled by the ram, or the 
citadel being wken by force, the Ihouts of the ene- 
my, and the troops running furioufly through the 
city, throw, all into confulion with fire and fword j 
but gloomy filcnce, and dumb forrow, lb dupified 
yi the minds of the inhabitants, that, not confidcring, 
in their didradlion, what they Ihould leave behind, or 
what they Ihould carry with them, but incapable of 
forming any plan, they fometimes flood at their 
doers, making inquiries of each other, fometimes 
wandered through their own houfes, which they were 
now to fee for the lad time. But now, when the 
horfemen, with Ihouts, urged them to depart, and 
the cralh of the houfes, which tlie troops were de- 
molilh ing in the outer parts of the city, aflailed 
their ears, and the dud, raifed in diflant places, had 
filled all parts, enveloping them as with a cloud ; 
each of them haftily fnatching up whatever he could^ 
and leaving behind his guardian deitv, his hoyfehold 
gods, and the houfe wherein he had been born and 
educated, they began their departure, and foon filled 
l|ic roads with one continued troop of emigrants, 
ffec fijgKt of each other continually renewing their 
i^ars; through the mutu4 commiferation which it 
in every bread, and their ears being sailed 
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with bitter lamentations, efpedally from the women, ® 
while they were pafling by the temples which they 
had been ufed to revere, now filled with armed fol- 
diers, and were leaving their gods, as it were, in cap- 
tivity. When the Albans had evacuated the city, 
the Romans levelled to the ground all the buildings 
in every part of it, both public and private, and in 
one hour ruined and deftroyed the work of four 
hundred years, during which Alba had flood. The 
temples of the gods, however, they left untouched, 
for fo the king had commanded. 

XXX. Meanwhile from this deftruftion of 
Alba, Rome , received a confiderable augmentation. 
The number of citizens was doubled. The Cae- 
lian mount was added to the city ; and, iri order to 
induce others to fix their habitations there, Tullus 
chofe that fituation for his palace, where, from 
thenceforth, he refided. The perfons of chief 
note among the Albans, the Tulii, Servilii, QuintH, 
Geganii, Curiatii, Clcelii, he enrolled among the 
fenators, that tliis part of the flate alfo might 
receive an addition: and, as a conlecratcd place of 
meeting for this body, thus augmented, he built a 
fenate-houfe, which retained the name of Hoflilia, 
even within the memory of our fathers. And, that 
every order in the flate might-receive an acceflion 
of ftrength, from this new people, he chofe fron> , 
among the Albans ten troops of horfemen. From 
among them alfo he drew recruits, with which he 
both filled up the old, 'and formed fome new, 
legions. Encouraged by this formidable flate of his 
forces, he declared war againfl the Sabines, a 
nation the moft powerful of that age, next to the 
Etrurians, both in point of numbers, and of {kill 
in arms. Injuries had been offered on both fides, 
and fatisfadion demanded in vain. Tullus mm- 
plained that fome Roman traders had been fdzed 

an open fair at the temple of Ferdtiia. The 
E 4 Sabine^ 
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ll,,o_o K Sabines, that prior to this, fomc of their people 
. | . had fled into the Afylutn, and were detained at 

Rome. Thefe were the reafons alfigned for the 
war. The Sabines, reflefting that a great part of 
their original ftrength had been fixed at Rome by 
Tatius, and that the Roman power had been alfo 
lately increafed, by the acceflion of the people of 
Alba, took care, on their part, to look round for 
foreign aid. Etruria lay in their neighbourhood, 
and the ftate of the 'Etrurians neareft to them was 
that of the Veientians. From among thefe they 
procured a number of volunteers, who were in- 
duced to take part againfi the Romans, principally 
by the refentment which they ftill retained on 
account of their former quarrels. Several alfo of 
,the populace, wiio were indigent and unprovided 
of a fettlement, were allured by pay. From the 
government they, received no alTiftance, and the 
Veientians, for it was lefs furprifing in others, ad- 
hered to the terms of the truce ftipulated with Ro- 
mulus. Vigorous preparations being made on both 
fides, and it being evident, that, whichever party 
Ihould firft conimcnce hoftilities, would have con- 
siderably the advantage, Tullus feized the oppor- 
tunity of making an incurfion into the lands of the 
Sabines. A furiou? battle enfued at the wood 
palled Malitiofa, in which the Romans obtained 
^ the vifiory j and, for this, they were indebted not 
pnly to the firm ftrength of their infantry, but 
chiefly to the cavalry, which had been lately aug- 
pncntccj. For, by a fudden charge of this body, 
the ranks of the Sabines v/ere thrown into fucli 
diforder, that they were neither able to continue 
the fight, nor to make good their retreat, without 
great flaughter. 

, ;XXXI. After the defeat of the Sabines, tlie 
'jg^yiernment of Tullus, and the Roman ftate in 
,;gei^cra|, ppfteffed a large degree of power and of 

fame. 
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feme. At this time an account was brought to the ® o 
king and the fcnate that a Ihowcr of ftones had . ’ .j.. 

fallen on the Alban mount. This appearing fcarccly 
credible, and fome pcrlbns being fent to examine 
into the prodigy, there fell from the air in their 
fight, a vaft quantity of ftones, juft as when the 
wind drives down hail compafted into lumps. They 
imagined alfo that they heard a loud voice from 
the grove on the fummit of the hill, ordering, that 
the Albans Ihould perform religious rites according 
to the practice of their native country. Thele the 
Albans had entirely configned to oblivion, as ifi 
with their country, they had alfo abandoned its 
deities, and had adopted the Roman praflice, or 
perhaps, incenfed againft fortune, had renounced 
the worlhip of the gods. On account of the fame 
prodigy, the Romans alfo inftituted for thcmfelves, 
by order of government, a felttval of nine days, 
either in obedience to a voice from heaven, uttered 
on the Alban mount, for that likewife is mentioned, 
or to the .dirtdions of the arufpiccs j the pradbice 
certainly continued, that, whenever an account was 
received of the fame prodigy happening, a feftival 
for nine days was celebrated. In a Ibort time after, 
the country was afflidbed with a peftilence j and 
though this neceflarily rendered men averfe to military 
fervice, yet the king, in himfelf fond of war, and 
perfuaded that young men enjoyed better health , 
while employed abroad, than when loitering at 
home, gave them no reft from arms, until he was 
leized by a tedious diforder. Then, together with 
the ftrength of his body, the fiercenefs of his fpirit 
was reduced to fuch a degree, that he, who, lately, 
thought nothing lefs becoming a king, than to bufy 
his thoughts in matters of religion, became, at onCe, 
a flave to every kind of fuperftition, in cafes cither 
of great or of trifling import, and even filled the 
minds of the jjcople alfo with fuperftitious notions. , 

The generality, comparing the prcfcnt ftatc of their 

aflFaifSi 
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* ® ® ^ affairs, \with that which they had enjoyed under Numa, 
^ ^ . became pofleffed of an opinion, that the only prof- 

' peft left them, of being relieved from the licknefs, 

was, in obtaining pardon and favour from the gods> It 
isTaid, that the king himfclf, turning over the com- 
mentaries of Numa, and difeovering there, that cer- 
tain fccret folemn lacrificcs' had been performed to 
Jupiter Elicius, Ihut himfelf up, and let about the 
performance of this Iblemnky ; but, not having un- 
dertaken, or condu£ted, the rites, in due form, he not 
only failed of obtaining any notification from the 
gods, but, through the refentment of Jupiter, for 
being addreffed in an improper manner, was ftruck 
with lightnings and reduced to afhes, together with 
his houfe. Tullus reigned thirty-two years, highly 
renowned for his military atchievements. 

Y. R. XXXII. On the death of Tullus, the dircflion 

bVc. affairs, according to the mode adopted from the 

ijs.’ beginning, fell into the hands of the fenate; they 
nominated an interrex, who prefided at the eleftion, 
when the people created Ancus Marcius king, and 
the fenate approved of their choice. Ancus Mar- 
cius was the grandfon of Numa Pompilius, by his 
daughter. As foon as he was in polTefiion o-f the 
throne, reflefiiing on the glory which his grandfa- 
ther had acquired, and confidering that the late 
. reign, though highly honourable in other reipedts, 
yet, in one particular, had been very deficient, the 
affairs of religion having been either quite ncgleded 
or improperly managed, he judged it to be a matter 
of the utmoft confequcncc, to provide that the public 
worlhip Ihould be performed in the manner infti- 
tuted by Numa, and ordered the pontiff to make 
a tranfeript of every particular rite, from the com-. 
DiKntaries of that king, on white tables, and to ex- 
pofc it to the view of the public. From thefe pro^ 
; not only his fubjeds, whofe wilhes tended 

^INs^cace, but4iie neighbouring ftates alfo, conceived 

6 ^(jope^ 
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hopes that the king would conform himfelf to the * ifc 
manners and inftitutions of his grandfather. In con- 
fequence of which, the Latines, with whom a treaty 
had been concluded in the reign of Tullus, alTumed 
new courage, and made an incurfion into the Ro- 
man territories and, when the Romans demanded 
fatisfaclion, returned a haughty anfwcr, imagining 
the Roman king fo averfc to aftion, that he would 
fpend his reign among the chapels and altars. The 
genius of Ancus was of a middle kind, between 
Numa’s and that of Romulus, partaking of both; 
and he was fenfible, not only that peace had been 
more neceflary in the reign of his grandfather, to a 
people who were but lately incorporated and ftill 
uncivilized, but alfo, that the tranquillity, which 
had obtained at that time, could not now be pre- 
lerved, without a tame fubmiflion to injuries j that 
they were making trial of his patience, and having 
tried, would come to delpife it j in Ihort, that the 
times required a king like T ullus, rather than one 
like Niima. Howeveri being defirous, that, as Nu- 
ma had inftituted the religious rites to be obferved 
in time of peace, fo the ceremonies, to be obferved 
in war, (hould have himfelf for their founder, and 
that wars Ihould not only be waged, but be pro- 
claimed likewife, according to a certain eftablifhed 
mode, he borrowed from the antient race of the 
.ffiquicote, that form of demanding fatisfaclion 
which is ftill ufed by the heralds. The ambaftador, 
when he comes to the frontiers of the ftate, from 
whom fatisfadlion is demanded, having his head co- 
vered with a fillet of wool,^fays, “ O Jupiter, 

“ hear me ! hear, ye frontiers,” of whatever ftate 
they belong to, naming it, “ let jufticc hear j I am 
** a public meffenger of the Roman people. I 
** come, an ambaffador duly authorized, according 
to the forms of juftice and religion ; let my words 
** therefore meet with credit.” He then repeats his 
Remands, and afterwards appeals to Jupiter ; “ If I 

** demand 
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* ^ ** thatthofe perfons, and thofe effects, fliould 

** be given up to me, the meffenger. of the Roman 
** people, contrary to juftice and the laws of the 
“ nations, then fiiffcr me not to enjoy my native 
country.” Thele words he repeats, when he 
pafles over the boundaries ; the fame, to the firft 
perlbn that he meets; again, when he enters the 
gate ; and laftiy, when he enters the Forum, only 
making the neceflary change of a few words in the 
form of the dcclaratidn and of the oath. If the per- 
Ibns whom he demands are not given up, then, on 
the expiration of thirty-three days, that being the 
number enjoined by the rule, he declares war in this 
manner: “ O Jupiter, hear me ! and thou, Juno, 
“ Quirinus, and all ye gods of heaven, and ye of 
** the earth, and ye of the infernal regions, hear, I 
** call you to witnefs, that that people,” naming 
them, whoever th^ are, “ are unjuft, and do not 
“ perform what equity requires. But concerning 
** <hofe affairs we will confult the elders in our own 
** country, by what means we may obtain our 
“ right.” After this the meffenger returned to 
Rome, in order that the opinion of the government 
might be taken. The king immediately confulted 
the fenate, nearly in thefe words : “ Concerning 
thofe matters, controverfies, and arguments, which 
were adjufted between the Pater Patratus of the 
“ Roman people, the Quirites, and the Pater Patra- 
“ tus of the antient Latincs, and the antient Latine 
people, which matters ought to have been grant- 
“ cd, performed, and difeharged ; and which mat- 
‘‘ ters they have neither granted, performed, nor 
difeharged, declare,” laid he, to the perfon whofe 
vote he firft alked, “ what is your opinion.” The 
ptl^r. then faid, “ I am of opinion, tliat the per^- 
**; /ormance of them ought to be exafted in juft and 
regular ,war, lyherefore I confent to and vote for 
The reft were then alked in order, and the 
Is^^rity of thofe prefent agreeing in the fame opi- 
kl-'-'fc'' ■ nion. 
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hion, a vote pafled for war. It was a cuftomary B 
praibtee for the heralds to carry a fpear pointed with 
fteel, or burnt at the point and dipped in blood, to 
the frontiers, and there, in the prefence of at leaft 
three grown-up perfons, to fay, For as much as 
** the ftates of the antient Latines, and the antient 
Latine people, have adted againft and behaved 
“ unjuftly towards the Roman people the Qnirites, 
for as much as the Roman people the Quirites 
'' have ordered that there (hpuld be war with the 
antient Latines, and the fenate of the Roman peo- 
pie the Quirites have given their opinion, con- 
“ fented, and voted that war Ihould be made with 
“ the antient Latines j therefore I, and the Roman 
people, do declare and make war againft the 
ftates of the antient Latines, and the antient La- 
" tine people and faying this, he threw the fpear 
within their boundaries. In this manner was fitif- 
fadtion demanded from the Latirlts, at that time, and 
war declared; fucceeding generations adopted the 
fame method. * 

XXXIII. An CCS, having committed the care of 
religious aftairs to the n.ii'icns and other priefts, af- 
fembled a new army, let out to the war, and took 
Politorium, a city of the Latines, by ftorm. Then, 
purliiing the pradtice of former kings, who had aug- 
mented the power of the Roman ftate, by receiving 
enemies into the number of their citizens, he re- 
moved the whole multitude to Rome; and, as the 
original Romans entirely occupied tlie ground round 
the Palatium, the Sabines the Ca[)icol with the cita- 
del, and the Albans the Calian Mount, the Aven- 
tine was alligned to this body of new citizens; and 
in a little time after, on the retiiidtion of Tcllenas 
and Ficana, an additional number of inhabitants 
were fettled in the fame pi ice. Politorium was 
foon after attacked, a feconJ time, by the Roman 
forces, the antient Latines having taken poircffion 
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B o O K of it, when left without inhabitants ; and this induced 

^ -** . the Romans to demolifli that city, that it^might not 
always fcrvc for a receptacle trf the enemy. At 
length, the whole force of the Latine war was col- 
leded about Mcdullia, and the conteil was carried 
on there with various fuccefs : for the city was not 
only well defended by works, and lecured by a 
ftrong garrifon, but the army of the Latines, having 
pitched their camp in the open country, fought the 
Romans fcvcral times in dole engagement. At laft, 
Ancus, making a vigorous effort with all his force, 
firft defeated them in the field, and then made hira- 
felf mailer of the city, from whence he returned, 
with immenfe booty, to Rome. On this occafion 
too, many thoufands of the Latines, being admitted 
into the number of citizens, had ground allotted to 
them near the temple of Murcia, in order to unite 
the Aventine to the Palatine hill. The Janiculum 
alfo was taken in, not for want of room, but to pre- 
vent its ferving, at any time, as a place of ftrength 
to «n enemy j and it was determined that this Ihould 
be joined to the city, not only by a wall, but like- 
wife for the convenience of palTage, by a wooden 
bridge, which was then firft built over the Tiber. 
The Quiritian trench alfo, no inconfiderable defence 
to thofe parts, which, from their low fituation, arc 
of eafy accefs, is a work of king Ancus. In confe- 
quence of theft vaft accclTions to the ftate, and the 
numbers of people becoming fo very large, many, 
difregarding the dillinclions between right and 
wrong, committed various crimes, and efcaped dif- 
covery. In t'lder to fuppiefs by terror the boldnels 
wliich the vicious alTumcd from hence, and which 
gained ground continually, a prifon was built in the 
middle of the city, adjoining the Forum : and not 
only the city, but the territory alfo and boundaries 
of the ftate were ejetended by this king. The Ma;- 
ftan foreft was taken away from the Vcientians, the 
Roman dominion extended as far as the fea, and the 

city 
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city of Oftla built at the mouth of the Tiber, near ® ® 

which, falt-pits were formed j and in confcqucnce of . -J- ’ 
the glorious fuccefs- obtained in war, the temple of 
Jupiter Feretrius was enlarged. 

XXXIV. During the reign of Ancus, a perfon y. r. 
named Lucumo, of an enterprizing fpirit, and pof- 
fefled of great wealth, came and fettled at Rome, gj,/ 
led principally by ambition, and hopes of attaining 
higher honours than he could expeft at Tarquinii, 
where alfo he was conlidered as an alien. He was 
the fon of Demaratus a Corinthian, who, having left 
his native country, in confequence of fome inteftinc 
commotions, happened to fix his refidence at Tar- 
quinii, and marrying there, had two fons. Their 
names were Lucumo and Aruns. Lucumo furvived 
his father, and inherited all his property. Aruns 
died before the father, leaving a wife prcgnanL 
The father did not long furvive Iks fon, and as, not 
knowing that his daughter-in-uw was with child, he 
died, without taking any notice of a grandfon in his 
will, the boy, who was born after his grandfather’s 
deceale, not being entitled to any fhare of his pro- 
perty, was called, from the poverty of his fituation, 

Egerius. Lucumo, on the other hand, inheriting 
the entire property, was, by his riches, infpired 
with high notions ; and thefc were elevated to a ftill 
higher pitch by his marriage with Tanaquil, a wp- 
man of the higheft diftinftion, who could not en- 
dure, with patience, that the rank of the man, whom 
fhe had married, fhould remain inferior to that of 
the family which gave her birth. As the Etrurians 
looked with contempt, on Lucumo, the defeendant 
of a foreign exile, fhe could not fupport the indig- 
nity, but, difregarding her natural attachment to her 
country, in comparifon with the pleafurc of feeing 
her hulband raifed to an honourable rank, formed 
the defign of removing from Tarquinii. Rpme ap- 
peared bed: fuited to her purpofe. In a new ilat«» 

where 
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9 0^0 K where all nobility was of late date, and acquired by 

^ ^ . merit, Ihe thought there would be room for i man 

of fpirit and induftry. She confidered that Tatius, 
a Sabine, had enjoyed the throne; that Numa had 
been called to the crown from Cures ; and that An- 
cus was of a Sabine family by his father, and could 
Ihcw only the Angle image of Numa to entitle him 
to nobility. She found it eafy to perfuade her huf- 
band, who was ambitious of honours, and had no 
natural attachment to Tarquinii, except through his 
mother. Whereforfc, carrying their effefts along 
with them, they let out together for Rome. They 
happened to come through the Janiculum; there, 
as he fat in the chariot with his wife, an eagle, fuf- 
pending herfelf on her wings, Hooped gently, and 
took off his cap, and, after hovering for fome time 
over the chariot, with loud fereams, replaced it in its 
proper pofition on his head, as if Ihe had been fent 
by fome deity to perform that office ; and then, fly- 
ing up into the air, difappeared. It is laid, that this 
awgury was received with great joy by Tanaquil, who 
was well {killed in celeilial prodigies, as the Etrurians 
generally arc. Embracing her hulband, Ihe defired 
him to cherifli hopes of high and magnificent fortune, 
for that fuch a bird, from fuch a quarter of the heaven, 
the meffenger of fuch a deity, portended no Icfs; that 
it had exhibited the omen on the moft elevated part 
of the human body, and had lifted up the ornament, 
placed on the head of man, in order to replace it on 
the fame part, by direction of the gods. Full of thefe 
thoughts and expeftations, they advanced into the 
city, and having purchaftd a houfe there, they gave 
out his name as Lucius Tarquinius. The circum- 
ftance of his being a ftranger, and his wealth, foon 
attracted the general notice of the Romans ; nor was 
he wanting, on his part, in aiding the efforts of for- 
tune in his favour; he conciliated the fricndlhip of 
to the utmoft of his power, by his courteous ad- 
hoipitable entertainments, and generous a<Hs ; 
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at laft his charafter rrached even the palace. FTav- ® 0 0 K 
ing thus procured an introduftion there, he foon . 
improved it to fiiih a degree, by his politenefs and 
dexterity in paying his court, that he was admitted 
to the privileges of familiar friendfliip, and was con- 
fulted in all affairs both public and private, foieign 
and domeftic, and having acquitted himfelfto fitif- 
feiStion in all, was at length, by the king’s will, ap- 
pointed guardian to hi*, children. Ancus reigned 
twenty-four years, equal in renown, and in the arts 
both of peace and war, to any of the former kings. 

XXXV. The fons of Ancus had now nearly 
reached the age of manhood; for which reafon 
Tarquinius the more earncftly preffed, that an aflem- 
bly might be convened as Ipt cdy as poflible for the 
cledtion of a king. The proclamation for this pur- 
pofe being iffued, when the time approached, he 
lent the youths to a diftance, on a hunting party. He 
is laid to liave affoided the firll inftance of mailing * 
way to tlie crown, by paying court to the peojde, and 
to have nude afpeech, compofed for the purpolt'of 
gaining the affe<^tions of the populact ; telling them, 
that “ It was no new favour which he folirited, for 
he was not the hi id foreigner, if that were the 
“ cafe, people mighr indecvl oe tliipleafed and fur- 
** prized, but the tliird, who aimed at the govern- 
“ ment of Romt : — that Tatiua, from being not 
" only a foreigner, but even an enemy, was m^de 
“ king; arid Numa, entirely unacquainted with the 
“ city, and not piopofitig himfelf as a candidate, 
had been, from their own choice, invited to ac- 
“ cept the crown ; — tlut he, as foon as he became 
* his own mafler, had removed to Rome, with his 
wife and all his fiibitancc : — that he had fpent the 
** greater part of that time of life, which men ge- 
“ nerally employ in public buGnefs, at R omc, than 
in his former lefulencc that both in civil and 
military employments he had learned the Roman 
voi. I, f laws 
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B 0 0 K tt ]jj^5 Roman cuftoms, under fuch A matter aA 
,■ “ ought to be wifbed for, king Ancus himfelf:— 
*' that in duty and obedience to the king, he had 
“ vied with all men ; in kindnefs towards others. 


r. R. 

13 *. 

B. C. 

« 14 . 


with the king himfelf.” As thefe attertions were 
no more than the truth, the people unanimoufly con- 
fented that he ttiould be clefted king. And this 
was the reafon that this man, of extraordinary merit 
in other refpefts,' retained, through the whole courfc 
of hib reign, the fame affectation of popularity which 
he had uled in fu'ing for tiie crown. For the pur- 
.pofe of ftrcngthcning his own authority, as well as 
of increafing the power of the commonwealth, he 
added an hundred to the number of the fenatc, who 


afterwards were entitled, “ minorum gentium,” 
/. e. of the yc.'jngcT families, and ncceffarily confti- 
tuted party in favour of the king, by whofe kind- 
ncls they had ‘been brought into the fenate. His 
firft war was with the I.atines, from v;hom he took 


the city Airpiola- by ftorrn ; and having brought 
from thence a greater quantity of booty than had 
been expedtd, liom a war of fo little confcquence, 
he exhibited games, in a more expenfive, and 
fplendid manner, than any of the former kings. 
On that occanon, the ground was iirll marked out 
for the Circus, which is now called “ maximus,” 
(rhe principal,) in which certain divifions were let 
apart for the fenators, and knights, where each 
were to ImiUj feats for themlelves, which were called 


Fori (benches). They fit, during the exhibition^ 
on fats fiipported by pieces of timber, twelve feet 
high from the ground : the games confiftcd of horfe- 
races, and the performanceb of wvcftlers, colledted 
moftly from Etruria. E rom that time, thefe games 
continued to be celebrated annually,- being termed 
the Rornaii, and, fometimes, the great games. 
-By rfte Jjjiie king, lots for building were affio-nec/ 
to private perfons, round the Forum, where porti- 
coes and lliops were ercdlcd. 


XXXVI. He 
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XXXVI. ITe intended alfo to have furroiinded B O 
the city with a ftone wall ; but a war with the Sa- . J 
bines interrupted his defigns. And fo fuddenly did 
this break out, that the enemy paffed the Anio, be- 
fore the Roman troops could march out to meet 
them, and flop their progrefs. This produced a 
great alarm at Rome, and, in the firlt engagement, 
the viftory remained undecided, after great daugh- 
ter on both fides. The enemy afterwards having 
retired to their camp, and allowe'3 the Romans time 
to prepare for the war anew, Tarquinius, obferving 
that the principal defedl of his army was the want 
of cavalry, rel'olved to add other centuries to the 
Ramnenfes, Titienfes, and Luceres, inRiuited by 
Romulus, and to leave them diftinguilhed by his 
own name. As Romulus, when he firft formed this 
inditution, had made ufe of augury, Accius’Ntevius, 
a celebrated augur at that time, infifted that no alte- 
ration or addition could be made to it, without the 
fanftion of the birds. 7'he king was highly dif-* 
plealed at this, and, in ridicule of the art, faiJ, as we 
are told, “ Come, you diviner, difcovcr, by your 
“ augury, whether what I am now thinking of can be 
“ accompliflied.” The other having tried the matter 
according to the rules of augury, and declared that it 
could be accomplilhed, “ Well,” laid he, “ what J 
" was thinking of was, wlietlier you could cut a 
whetftone in two with a razor. Take thefe, then* 

" and perform what your birds portend to be prac- 
" ticable.” On which, as the ftory goes, he, with- 
out any difficulty, cut the whetllone. TJiere was a 
ftatue of Accius, with a fillet on his liead, in the 
place where the tranfadion happened, in the Comi- 
tium * or place of aflembiy, juft on the fteps, at the 
left-hand fide of the Icnate-houle. It is alfo faid, 
that the whetftone was fixed in tlie fame place, there 
to remain, as a monument of this miracle, to poftc- 


* The Comitiutn was a part of the Roman Foium, whe«e, in earl}' 
times, aflemblics of the people were held | and the aiUmblies ot the 
Cnria always. 

i a rity, 
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rity. This is certain, that the relpedt paid to 
auguries, and the office of augurs, rofe lo high, 
diat, from that time forth, no bufinefs either of war 
or peace was undertaken without confulting the 
birds : meetings of the people, embodying of ar- 
mies, the moft important concerns of the flate, were 
poftponed when the birds did not allow them. 
ISfor did Tarquinius then make any change in the 
number of the centuries of the knights, but doubled 
the number in each, fo that there were one thcjuiand 
eight hundred men in the three centuries. The ad- 
ditional men were only diftinguifhed by the appella- 
tion of the younger, prefixed to the original names 
of their centuries ; anti ehefc at prefent, for they 
have been lince doubled, are called the Six Cen- 
turies. 


XXXVII. Having augmented this part of his 
army, he came to a fecond engagement with the 
■■Sabines. And here, bcfidc.? that the Roman army 
had an addition of flrengih, a ftratagem alfo was 
made ufe of, which eluded the vigilance of the enemy. 
A number of men w'cre lent to tlirow a great quan- 
tity of timber, which lay on the bank of the Anio> 
into the river, after I’etfing it on fire ; and the wind 
being favourable, the bla-zing timber, moft of which 
w'as placed on rafts, being driven againft the piers, 
where it fttick faft, burned down the bridge. This 
event not <jnly ftriick terror into the Sabines during 
th.e fight, but prevented their retreating when they 
betook themfeives to Bight, fo that great numbers 
who had efcaped the enemy, periflied in the river. 
And their arms being known at the city, as they 
floated in the 'Tiber, gave certain affuriance of the 
vidory, iooner almoft than any meflenger could ar- 
rive. In that battle the cavalry gained extraordinary 
honour. We arc told, that being pofted on both, 
fei!jli''ings, when the line of their infantry which formed 
Pihe centre was obliged to give ground, they made 
^ lb fujriqgs a charge on the flanks of-thc enemy, thait 
' / 
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they not only checked the Sabine legions, who were B o o Ic 
vigoroufly pi effing the troops which gave way, but . 
quickly put them to the rout. The Sabines fled 
precipitately towaid the mountains, which but few 
of them reached. The greateft part, as has been 
mentioned, wcie driv»*n by the cavahy into the 
river. Tarquinius, judging it proper to purfue 
the enemy clofely, bcfoie they ffiould recover from 
their difmay, as foon as he hac^fentoff the booty 
and prifoners to Rome, and burned the fpoils of the 
enemy, colleftcd togcthei in a great heap, accordr 
ing to a vow which he had made to Vulcan, pro- 
ceeded to lead his army foiward into the Sabine 
territories. On the otlier hand, the Sabines, tliough 
they had met with a defeat, and had no reafon to 
hope that they Ihoukl be able to retrieve it, yet, their 
circumftances not allowing time for deliberation, ad- 
vanced to meet him, with fuch trobps as they had 
haftily levied j and being routed a fecond time, and 
reduced almoll: to rum, they fued for peace. 

XXXVIII. Coll \ti and all the land around 
that city, was taken from the Sabines, and Egerius, 
fon to the king’s brother, was left there with a gar- 
rilbn. This was the manner, as 1 underftand, in 
which the people of Collatia came under the dor 
minion of the Romans, and this was the form of the 
furrender. The king alked, " Arc ye ambalTadors 
" and deputies on behalf of the people of Collatia, 

“ to furrender yourfelves, and the people of Colla- 
tia?” ** We are.”-— " Arc the people of Colla- 
tia in their own difpolal ?” They arc.”—" Do 
" ye furrender yourfelves and the people of Collatia, 
together with your city, lands, wateis, boundaries, 

“ temples, utenHls, all property both facred and 
" common, under my dominion, and that of the 
** Roman people ?” " We do furrender them.”— r 
** Well, I receive them.” The Sabine war being 
(hus concluded, Tarquinius returned in triumph to 

r 3 Rom^, 
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Rome’^. Soon after this, he made war on the 
ancient Latines, during which there happened no 
general engagepient. By leading about his army 
to the feveral towns, he reduced the whole Latine 
race to fbbjedion. Corniculum, old Ficulnea, Ca- 
meria, Cruftumcrium, Amcriola, Medullia, Nomcn- 
tum, ?11 thefc towns, which either belonged to the 
ancient T^rines, or had i evoked to them, were taken, 
and foon after peace was re-tftabli(hed. He then 
applied himleifto woiks <>f ptact, with a degree of 
fpiiit, which even exceeded the effoi'< that heh’d 
made in war : fo that the ptople en)n>td net more 
reft at home, than they had timing the CiMr] ’igns; 
for he let about fmrounding with a a?! 1 oi lionc, 
thofe paits the city whitli he hid not alieady lot • 
tified , which work had been inteiuipted, at the 
beginning, by the war of the Sabines. And the 
lower paits ot the city about the Foru’.n, and the 
other hollows tiiat lay between the lulls, from whence 
‘ it was difTicult to difeharge the water, by uafon of 
their litiiation, lie drained, by means of fewers 
diawn on a Hope down to the Tibti. Hr alfo 
maiked out, and laid the foundations for inclofing, 
a couit round the temple of Jupiter, in the Capitol, 
which he had vowtd dining the Sabine war, ins 
mind alieady pi claging the futuie magnificence of 
the place. 

( 

XXXIX. About that time a piodigy was feen 
in the palace, wonderful, both in the appearance, and 
in the event. Thtyielatc,tJijt, whilft a boy, whofe 
name was Servius Tullius, lay afltep, his head blazed 
with fire, in the fight of many people j that, by the 
loud cries of aftonifhment, ocealioned by fuch s 
miraculous appearance, the king and queen were 

• This 1$ the fiiil inftance of a legiibi ti umph mentioned in thi 
Kuman Hidoiy , the invention of whirh ctitmony is, by iomc 
akiihed to Taiquimns* Foi a full account of the Koman uiumph 
fee Adatps, 

alarmed , 
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alarmed ; and that when feme of tiie fervants brought B ® ® . 

water to extinguilh it, the queen prevented them; ■ 
and, having quieted the uproar, forbad the boy to be 
diilurbed until he awoke of his own accord. In a 


fhort time, on his awaking, the flame difappeared. 
Then Tanaquil, calling her hull>and afide, to a pri- 
vate place, faid to him, “ Do you fee this boy, 
whom we educate in fuch an humble ftylc ? Be 
afiured that he will hereafter prove a light to 
difpel a gloom which will lie heavy on our affairs, 
and will be the fupport of our palace in diftrels. 
Let us therefore, with every degree of attention 
“ that we can beftow, nourilb this plant, which is, 
hereafter, to become the greateit ornament to 
our family, i|pd our Hate.” From that time they 
treated the boy’ as if he were their own child, and 
had him inftrudted in all thole liberal arts, by which 
the mind is qualified to fupport l:igh rank with dig- 
nity. That is eafily brought to pafs which is pleaf- 
ing to the gods. The youth proved to be of a dif- 
pofition truly royal, lb that when I'arquinius came 
to look for a fon-in-Iaw, there was not one among 
the Roman youth who could be fet in competition 
with him, in any kind of merit and to him T^arqui- 
nius betrothed his daughter. This extraordinary 
honour conferred on him, whatever might be the 
reafon for it, will not let us believe that he was 


bom of a Have, and had himlelf been a Have in his 


childhood : I am rather inclined to be of their opi- 
nion, who fay, that, when Corniculura was taken, the 
wife of Servius Tullius, the principal man in that 
city, being pregnant wlien her hulband was flain, 
and being known among the reft of the.prifoners, 
and, on account of her high rank, exempted from 
fervitude by the Roman queen, was delivered of a 
fon at Rome, in the houfe of Tarquinius Prifeus: 
that, in confequence of fuch kind treatment, an in- 
timacy grew between the ladies, and that the toy 
oJfo b^ing brought up in the houfe, from his iniahcy» 


F 4 
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was highly beloved and relpcfbcd j and that the cir'- 
cumftance of his mother having fallen into the ene- 
my’s hands, on. the taking of her native city, gave 
rile m the opinion of his being born of a flave. 

XL. About the thirty-eighth year of fhe reign 
of I'arquinius, Servius Tullius ftood in the higheft 
degree of elVimation, not only with the king, but 
with the I'enate and the commons. At thi;. time, the 
two Ions of Ancus, Mlthougli they had bt<orc this 
always confidered it as die hi^iicfL indigniev, that 
they Ihould be exjielled from the throne of their 
father, by the perfidy of their guardian, and that 
the fovercignty of Rome lliould be enjoyed by a 
ft ranger, whofc family, fo far from being natives of 
the city, were m'f even natives of Italy, yet now 
felt their indignation rife to a higher piteh of vio- 
lence, at the probability that the crown was not tq 
revert to them even after Taiqiiimus, but was to 
CQntinue to fink one ftep after another, until it fell 
on the head of a flave : fo that, within the fpace of 
a little more than an liundred years, from the time 
when Romulus, dcfcended from a deity, andhimfelf 
a deity, had, during his abode on eaith, held the 
government, a flave, the fon of a flave, Ihould now 
get pofleflion of it. I'hey looked on it as a dilgrace 
to the Roman name in general, and particularly to 
their own houfc, if, while there was male iffue of king 
Ancus furviving, the government of Rome fliould 
be proftitured not only to ftrangers, but to flaves. 
Tlacy determined, thcrcfoie, to prevent this dif- 
honour, by the fword. But refentment for the in- 
jury which they had fuffered, flimulated them ftrong- 
ly to attack Tarquinius himfelf, rather than Servius } 
and alfo the confideration that the king, if he fur- 
vived, would be able to take feverer vengeance for 
the murder than a private perfon could and that, 
befides, were Servius put to death, whatever other 
fqtt-fp-law he might choofc, it might be expefted 
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that he jhould make him heir o( the kingdom. For B o i;; 
thefe reafons, they formed a plot againft the king . — J-, nj 
himfrlf , t'or the execution of which, two of the moft 
imd lunrt d of the ftiepherds were cholen, who, arm- 
ed with the iron tools of hulbandmen, which they 
were ufcd o* carry, pretended a quarrel in the porch 
of the pal. e, and attrafted, by their outiageous 
behaviour, the attention of all the king’s attendants ; 
then both app'^aliiig to the king, and their clamour 
having rcaclud the palace, they were called in, and 
brought before him. At firft they both bawled 
aloud, and each fuiioufly abufed the other, until, 
being rebuked by a lidor, and ordered to fpeak in 
their tuins, they defilled from railing. Then, as 
they had concerted, o.ic began to explain the affair, 
and while the king, attentive to him, was turned 
quite to that fide, the otiier, raifing up his ax, 
ftruck it into his ht ad, and leaving the weapon in 
the wound, they both ruflicd out of the houfe. 

• 

XLI. Whilst the perfons prefent raifed up Tar- 
quinius, who ftarce retained any figns of life, the 
hdors feized the affaffins, who were endeavouring 
to efcape. An uproar immediately enfued, and the 
people ran together in crowds, fuipnfed, and eager 
to be informed of what had happened. Tanaquil, 
during this tumult, turned out every perlbn from 
the palace, and ordered the doors to be Ihut, and 
at the fame time appeared to be very bufy in pro- 
curing fuch things as were necelfary for the drelfing 
of the wound, as if there were reafon to hope j nor 
did (lie negleft to provide other means of fafety, iq 
cafe her hopes Ihould fail. Sending inftantly for 
Servius, and (hewing him her hufband juft expiring, 

Ihe laid hold of his right hand, befought him that 
he would not fuffer the death of his father-in-law 
lo pafs unrevenged, nor his mother-in-law to be 
expofed to the infults of their enemies. ** Ser- 

vius,” faid flic, ” if you ad as a man, the king- 

** dom 
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(’om is yours, and not theirs, who, by the hands 
of others, have perpetrated the baftlt of crimes. 
" Call foith your beft cxeitions and follow the 
" guidance of the gods, who fornicily, by the divine 
“ fire which they fpiead around your head, gave 
" an evident indication that it would afterwards 
“ be crowned wnthgloiy. Now let that heavenly 
“ flame roufe you. Now awake to real gloiy. We, 
“ though foicigners, have rtigned btfoie you. 
“ Confider your pre fent fituarion, not of wh.it fami- 
ly you are fprang. If the fuddenrefs of tin » event 
“ deputes you of the jowti of forming plans of 
** your own, then fillow mine.” When the cla- 
mour and violence of the populace t ould hardly be 
withflood, Tanaquil add'efled them ftom the up- 
per pait o< the pih'cc, through the windows facing 
the newflreet; lot the kmg lefuhd mai the temple 
of Jupiter Stitor.* She dthred them " not to be 
“ dilheartened told thi in, that “ the king had 
b(en iluniied byafuvlvUn blow, that the weapon 
“ had not funk dt ep into his bodv, that lu had come 
*' to hiinfelf again , fh.it wlu n the blood was wiped 
“ off, the wound had bt c n cxannueil. and all .'ppear- 
“ ances were fivour.'ble , that flie hojtd he might 
“ be able* to fhew hindilf to them again in a few 
“ day.s, and that, in the nran tune, he tommanded 
tlie people to obey the ordfu of Scivuis ruliuis: 
“ that he would adnnniflei juflice, and (iipply the 
“ king’s iilace in othei depairments.” .Stivins 
came forth in the* robe of ftate, attended by the lic- 
tors, and fcating himfelf on the king’s throne, ad- 
judged fonie taufts, and, conceining others, pre- 
tended that he would c» nfult the king, 'rhiis, 
though Tanjuinius had already txpued, his death 
was eonetalctl for fevtial days, while Servius, under 
the appearance of fupplying the place of another, 
ilrengthencd his own interclt. Then, at length, the 
truth being made public, and loud lamentations 
riifcd in the palace, Servuis, fupported by a llrong 

guard. 
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guard, with the approbation of the fcnate, took pof- B 
ftlTion of tlic kingdom, being the firft who attained ^ 
the fovereignty without the orders of the people. 
The fons of Ancus, as loon as they found that the 
inftruments of their villainy were feized, and under- 
ftood that the king was alive, and that the intereft 
of Servius was fo ftrong, had gone into exile to 
Suefia Pometia. 


0 O K 
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XLII. And now Servius laboured to confirm 
his audiority, not only by fchemes of a public, but 
by others of a private nature. And left the fons of 
Tarquinius Ihould entertain the fame fentiments of 
refentment agaiiift him, which had animated the 
fons of Ancus againft Tarquinius, he joined his two 
daughters in marriage to the young princes, the Tar- 
quinii, Lucius and A runs. But by no human de- 
vices could he break through the unalterable decrees 
of fate, or prevent envy of the fovereign power 
from raifing difeord and aniniofity, even anTong • 
thofc of his own family. Very fcafonably for pre- 
ferving ftability to the prclent eilablilhment, war 
was undertaken againft the Veientians, the truce 
with them having expired, and againft the other 
Etrurians. In that war, both the valour and the 
good fortune of Tullius were very confpicuous. 
And, after vanquilhing a powerful army of the ene- 
my, he returned to Rome, no longer confidcring 
his authority as precarious, whether it were to de- 
pend on the difpofition of the Patricians towards 
himfelf, or on that of the commons. He then en- 
tered on an improvement in civil polity of the ut- 
moft importance, intending, that, as Numa had been 
the founder of fuch inftitutions as related to the wor- 
fhip of the gods, fo pofterity Ihould celebrate Servi- 
us, as the author of every diftindion bct<vecn the 
members of the ftate j and of that fubordination of 
ranks, by meanS of which, the limits between the 
feveral degrees of dignity and fortune are exa£i:l]r 

afeertained. : 
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B OjO K afcertaifted. For he inftitutcd the Cenfus, an ordi* 
_■ nance of the moft faiutary confequcnce, in an empire 
that was to rife to fiich a pitch of greatnefs ; ac- 
rY. K. cording to which the feveral ftrviccs requifite in 
B^C. peace were to be difchargcd, not by every 

555* pcrfon indifcriminately, as formerly, but according 
to the proportion of their feveral properties. He 
then, according to the Cenfus, formed the plan of 
the Clafles, and Centuries, and the arrangement 
which fubillls at prelent, calculated to preferve re- 
gularity, and propriety, in all tranfactions cither of 
peace or war. 

XLIII. Of thole who poflelTed a hundred thou- 
fand afes *, or more, he formed eighty Centuries, 
forty elder, and the lame number of younger f. 
The collective body of thefe was denominated the 
firll clafs. The bu^nefs of the elder was to guard 
the city ; that of the younger, to carry on war 
abrpad. Tlie arms which they were ordered to pro»- 
vide, were a helmet, Hiield, greaves, coat of mail, 
all of brafs, thele for the defence of the body. 
Their weapons of offence were a fpear and a fword. 
To this clafs were added two Centuries of artificers, 
who were to ferve without arms. The fervice al- 
Iqttcd to them was to attend the machines in war. 
The fortune fixed for the fccond clafs, was from a 
hundred down to feventy-five thoufand afes :j; . Of 
thefe, elder and younger, were formed twenty Cen- 
turies. The arms which they were ordered to pro- 
vide were, a buckler, inftead of a Ihield, and all the 
reft, except the coat of mail, the fame with the 
former. The fortune of the tliird clafs he fixed at 
iifty thoufand afes ^ . The number of Centuries was 

3**). i 8 s. 4(t.^ according to Dr. Arbuthnot’s cnlcnlation. 

Tb® elikfit confilled of thofe who had attained to foity*fix year^ 

5 younger, tiom feventeen to forty-fiXo 

3**' j6il, gs, id, ' ’ ' 
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the fame, and thefc regulated by the l.uiie diftinr ® 
dons of age. Nor was any difTerence made in their 
aims, only the greaves were taken from them. In 
the fourth clals the fortune was twenty-five thoufincl 
afcs *. The fame number of Centuries were form- 
ed; their arms were different: they were allowed 
none but a Ipear and a buckler. The fifth clals was 
larger, it contained thirty Ccntinies : thefc carried 
flings, and ftonts, which they wete to throw. A- 
mong thefe, the cxtiaordinaiies, trumpeters, and 
filers, were difliibuted into tlircc Centuries. Tliis 
tlafs was latcd at eleven thoufand afesf. The 
reft of the populace were comprehended under an 
eflimate lowei than this, and of them was formed 
one Century, exempted from military lervice. The 
foot fortes being tiiu» diftinguifhed and armed, he 
enrolled twelve Centuries of horfemen, from among 
the principal perlons of tlio ft.ire. He formed hke- 
wifr fix other Centuries, out oft the three inftituted 
by Romulus, prcferving ftill the original names un- 
de i which they had been incoiporated. Ten thoo- 
(and afcs ^ weie given thefe out of the public funds, 
to purchaie hoifes , and certain widows were appoint- 
ed, who were to pay them annually two thoufand 
ales § each, towards the maintenance of their horfes. 
In all the Ic inftances, die bin then was Liken off from 
the poor, and laid on the nch. 'I'o make the latrei 
lome amends, additional honours were conferied on 
them. Ror henceforth fuffnages were given, not 
according to the mode eftablifhed by Romulus, and 
retained by the other kings, man by man piomiRu- 
oufly, with equal weight, and equal piivileges ; bur 
degrees of precedency were eftablifhed in fuch a 
manner, that, while no man appeared to be excluded 
from giving his fuffrage, ftill the whole power was 
lodged in the chiefs of the ftate : for the knights 

* Sol. 14s. 7 d* t 5(!. 

% ^1. lod. ^ «d. 

' were 
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B o o K vrcie firfl. called, then the eighty Centuries of the 
firft clafs : if there was a difference of opinion 
among thefe, which feldom happened, then the Cen- 
turies of the fetond clafs were to be called ; and 
fcarcely ever did an inftance occur of their defeend- 
ing beyond this, fo as to come to the lowed dalles. 
Nor ought it to be wondered at, that the arrange- 
ment, which fublids at preftnt, after the tribes had 
been increafed fo thirty- five, and the number of 
them almolt doubled, does not agree in the number 
of Centuries youngefand elder, with the amount of 
thofe indituted by Servius Tullius : for the city be- 
ing laid out into four divifions, according to the le- 
vcral quarters and hills, the parts that were inhabit- 
ed, thefe Were what he i ailed Tribes, I fuppofc from 
the tribute j for the mode of the people’s paying 
their lharcs of this, in an equal proportion to their 
uted property, took its rife alfo fiom him : nor had 
thefe tribes any rtlaciou to the number and didribu- 
tion of the Centuries. 

Xr.IV. WiitN tl e Ctnfus was compl^lted, which 
he had expedutd by the terrors of a law palled con- 
cerning futh ao lliould neglccd to attend it, with de- 
nunciations of confinement and death, he iffued a 
proclainaiion, that all citizens of Rome, horfe and 
footmen, lliouJd attend in the Campus Martius at 
the dawn of day, each in his refpedive Century j and 
having there drav.n up the whole army in order, he 
performed the I'lllration or purification of it, by 
the ceremonies and lacrifices called Suovetaurilia * . 
This was called the doling of the ludrum, becaufe 
it was the condufion of die Cenfus. In that furvey 
eighty thoufand citizens are faid to have been ratecl. 
Fdbius Pidor, the moll ancient of our writers, adds, 
that this was the number of thofe who were able to 

^ So called ftom the fus, oyis, taurus, a fwinct a fheep^ 

andl>utl} which, atici being thice times ied round the aiiny> weie 
dicred in racufice lo See Adams. 

b;ar 



O F R Q M E. 79 

bear arms. To accommodate fo great a raultltudej BOOK 
it was found neceflary to enlarge the city in proper- . .I*.,.. | 
tion : he added to it, therefore, two hills, the Quiri- 
nal, and Vinimal, and immediately adjoining the 
latter extended the limits of the Efquiliac, and there 
fixed his own refidence, in order to bring the place 
into repute. He furrounded the city with a ram- 
part, trenches, and. a wall, and thus extended the 
Poraoerium. Thofe who confider merely the ety- 
mology of the word, explain Pomccrium, as denoting 
a fpace on the outfide of the wall, Poftmoerium : 
but it is rather a fpace on each fide of the wall, 
which the Etrurians, formerly, on the founding of 
cities, confecrated with the ceremonies ufed by au- 
gurs, in the diredion, wherein they intended the 
wall ftioiild run, of a certain breadth on both fides 
of it i with the intention, that, on the infide, no build- 
ings Ihould be credted dole' w tlie walls, though 
now they arc, in many places,, joined to them ; and 
alfo, tliat, on the outfide, a certain fpace of ground 
fliould lie open and unoccupied. This fpace, wjiich 
it was unlawful either to inhabit, or to till, the * 
Romans called Pomoerium, not becaufe it was on 
the outfide of the wall, any more than becaufe the 
wall was on the outfide of it : and always, on occa- 
fion of an addition being made to the city, as far as 
they intended that the walls fnould advance out- 
ward, fo far thefc facred limits were extended. 

XLV. Having increaied the power of tlie ftatc 
,b.y this enlargement of the city, and made every in- 
ternal regulation that appeared bcil adapted to the 
exigencies both of war and peace, the king, who 
wifited that the acquifition of power fhould not al- 
ways depend on the mere force of arms, laid a 
fcheme for extending his dominion, by the wifdpm 
of his counfrls, and raifing, at the fame time, a con- 
fpicuous ornament to the city. The temple of Diar 
na at Kpbefiu was at that time univerlally celebif fed, 

lo^ and 
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and it was commonly believed, that it had beCfi built 
by a general contribution from the fevcral Rates of 
Afia : Servius, in converfation with the chief men 
of the Latines, with whom he had uken pains to 
form connexions of hofpitality and friendfliip, both 
in his public and private capacity, ufod frequendy, 
in the ftrongeft terms, to recommend concord and 
a focial union between their feveral gods ; and by 
often repeating the fame font! men's, prevailed lb far 
at laft, that the Latine Rates agreed to build, in 
conjunXion with the Roman people, a temple to 
Diana at Rome. This was an acknowledgment 
that Rome was the fovereign head of both nations, 
a point which had been lb often difputed in arms< 
But though the Latines; finding all their efforts in 
war ineffeXual, feemed now to have thrown afide 
all concern with regard to that matter, yet among 
the Sabines one particular perfon did nbt negleX an 
opportunity, which feemed to be thrown in his way 
by fortune, of recovering independence, by the exe- 
cution of a fcheme which he planned himfelf. It is re- 
lated, that a certain head of a family, among die Sa- 
bines, had a heifer calf of wonderful lize and beauty 
produced by one of his cows : her horns, which re- 
mained for many ages fixed in the porch of the temple 
of Diana, were a monument of this wonder. The 
rftatter was confidered in the light of a prodigy, as 
it delervcd, and the foothfayers declared, that fove- 
reignty would refide in that Rate whofe fubjeX Ihould 
facrifice this heifer to Diana; and this prediXion had 
reached the ears of the orieR who had the charge of 
Diana’s temple. The Saoine, as Ibon as he had fixed 
on a proper day for the lacrifice, drove the heifer to 
Rome, brought her to the temple of Diana, and 
placed her before the altar; the prieR, fufpeXing 
truth* from the fizc of the viXim, of which hO 
Jhid beard fo much, and remembering the predic- 
j^i^^^drcfles the Sabine thui ; Stranger, what 
^!|^ jrQu preparing to do ? To perform fecrifice to 
■ ** Diana 



O F R O Iiit E. 8 i 

“ Diana without having purified yourfelf? Why do B o o K 
you not firft dip yourfelf in a running ftream ? ■ . 

" The Tiber flows along in the bottom of that vale.’ 

The ftranger, ftruck with the fcruple, and anxious to 
have every thing performed in due order, that the 
event might anfwer to the prodigy, went down from 
the temple to the Tiber. In the mean time the 
Roman facrificed the heifer to Diana, a circum- 
ftance which gave great pleafure to the king, and 
to the whole ftate. • 

XLVI, Servius, though long pofTefiion had 
now rendered his title to the crown indifputablc, 
yet Jiaving heard that young Tarquinius fometimes 
threw out infinuations, that he held the government 
without the order of the people, fir.H; ingratiated 
himfelf with she commons, by making a general 
diftribution among them of the lands taken from the 
enemy, and then ventured to iTopore the queuion 
to the people, whether they “ chofe and ordered* 
that he flioukl be king ?” Whereupon he was de- 
clared king, with greater unaniiuity than had ever 
before appeared on any limilar occalion. Nor did 
the event leflen the hopes, which Tarqiiinius had 
conceived, of being able to feat himfelf on the 
throne : on the contrary, having obferved that the 
proceedings, relative to the lands far the commons, 
were highly difagrecablc to the Patricians, he em- 
braced, the more eagerly, the opportunity which this 
afforded him, of arraigning the conduft of Servius 
before the Patricians, ami of increafing his own 
influence in the fenate. For the young man was 
naturally of a fiery temper, and his rcrvlcfs Ipirit was 
continually ftimulated at home by Ids wifcTullia: 
and even the palace at Rome was to exhibit a 
feene of tragical villainy i that, difgufled at kings, 
the people might become more ripe for the alTerting 
of their liberty, and that a reign, founded in wicktfd- 
nefs, fliould prove laft. Whether this Lucius 

yoL. I. G Tarqui- 
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BOO KXarqiiintus was the fon or grandfon of Tarquioius 
Prifcus, is not clearj following, however, the autho- 
rity of the greater number, I have chofen to call 
him his ion. He had a brother Aruns Tarquinius, 
a youth of a mild difpofition : to thefe two, as has 
already been mentioned, were married the two 
Tullias, the king’s daughters, who were alfo of 
widely different tempers. It happened, luckily, that 
the two violent difpofitions were not united in wed- 
lock, owing, I pre/ume, to the good fortune of the 
Roman people, that the reign of Servius being 
lengthened, tne manners of the people might be fully 
formed. The haughty T ullia was highly chagrined, at 
finding in her hufband no principle cither of ambi- 
tion, or enterprize ; fbe turned, therefore, her whole 
regard towards the other Tarquinius j him fhc ad- 
mired, him fhe called a man, and a true del'cendant 
of the royal blood; her fifter Ihe defpiled, who, 
having got a mdn for her hulband, fhewed nothing 
^of that fpirit of enterprize which became a woman. 
Similarity of difpofition quickly produced an inti- 
macy between them, as is generally the cafe ; evil is 
iittefl to confbrt with its like. But it was the wo- 
man who fet on foot the fccne ofuniverfal confufion 
which followed. In the many private converfations 
which Ihe ufed to hold with her filler’s hufband, fhe 
refrained not from throwing out the mod violent re- 
pi oaches agninft her own, to his brother, and againfl: 
her fifter, to that fifter’s hufband ; affirming, that 
“ it were better that both he and fhe were un- 
“ married, than to be lb unfuitably matched j that, 
“ through die llupidity of others, they were con- 
demned to a life of inaeftivity. If the gods had 
“ granted lier fuch a hiifliand, as fhe deferved, 
quickly would be feen in her own houfe, tliat 
« crown which was now upon hef father’s head.” 
She loon infpiiedthe young man witli notions as def- 
jperatc as her own. Aruns Tarquinius, and tlic 
younger T ullia, dying almoft immediately after. 
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and thus leaving room in their families for new 
nuptials, they were joined in matrimony, Scr- 
vjus rather not obftrudting, than approving of the 
match. 

XLVII. From that time forward, Tullius, now in 
an advanced age, found himfelf daily expoled to new 
difquietudes, and his authority to new dangers. For 
that woman now prepared to proceed from one 
wickednefs to another, and never sealed, either night 
or day, teafing her hulband not to let the parricides 
which they had committed, pafs without elTedh. 

She wanted not,” (he faid, " a perfon, who fliould 
“ give her the name of a wife, or with whom Ihe 
" might, in (Hence, fubmit to bondage; what flie 
“ wanted was, one who would confider himlelf as 
“ worthy of the throne ; who would remember 
“ that he was the fon of Tarquinius Prifeus ; wlio 
“ would prefer the prefent poficTRon, to dillant 
“ hopes, of a kingdom. If you be fuch a man as I 
“ took you for, when I married you, I addrefs you 
by the titles of my hulband, and my king : if not, 
“ my condition is now changed fo far for tiic worfe, 
" that in you, together with poverty of l])irit, I find 
“ villainy united. Why not proceed in the bufinefs ? 
“ You are not obliged to fet out from Corinth 
or Tarquinii, as your lather was, to llrugglc for 
“ foreign kingdoms. The gods of your family, 
" and thofe of your native country, and your fa- 
“ ther's image, and the royal palace in which you 
“ refide, and the royal throne in that palace, and 
the name of Tarquinius; thefe conltitute you, and 
" call you king. Or, if you have not a fpirit daring 
" enough for fuch an enterprizo, why deceive the 
" nation ? Why alTume the figure of a youth of 
royal blood ? Get you hence to Tarquinii, or to 
Corinth. Sink back again into the original obfeu- 
“ rity of your race ; fitter to be compared with your 
brother, than with your father.” With thefe, and 
G 2 other 
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K other (uch reproaches and incentives, flie fpurred on: 
the young man j nor could flic hcrfclf, with any de- 
gree of patience, endure the refledion, that Tana- 
quil, a foreign woman, had by her fpirited exertions 
acquired fuch confequence, as to be able to difpofe 
of the kingdom twice fucceflively ; firft, to her huf- 
band, and next, to her fon- in-law j while flic, wha 
was li)rung from royal blood, was to have no influ- 
< lice in bellowing it, or taking it away. Tarquinius, 
hurried on by the,, phrenzy infilled into him by this 
woman, went round among the Patricians, particu- 
larly thofe of the younger families, and folicited their 
intcrefl: ; put them in mind of his liither’s kindnefs 
to them, and demanded a requital of it ; enticed the 
young men by prefents ; and endeavoured to increale 
his confequence on every oecafion, both by magni- 
ficent promilcs on his part, and by heavy charges of 
raifeonduft againft the king. At length, judging 
the fedbn ripe for the accomplilhment of his pur- 
pofe, he ruflied fuddenly into the Forum, attended 
‘ by a band of armed men, and, while all were ftruck 
motionlei's with terror, proceeded through it, and 
then feating himfelf in the king’s throne in the fc- 
nate-houfe, ordered the fenators to be I'ummoned 
by a herald into the Icnate-houfe, to attend their 
king Tarquinius. They alfembled inftantly, Ibmc 
having been prepared before for the occafion, others 
ilrtading ill confequences to themfelves in cale they 
tlid not attend j for they were filled with amazement 
at the novelty and ftrangenefs of the proceeding, 
ami thought tiie cafe of Servius utterly defperate. 
I’hen Tarquinius, beginning his inveftives with re- 
flexions on the king’s immediate anceftors, repre- 
fenred him as a “ flavc, the fon of a flave, who, 
“ after tne untimely death of his parent, without an 
interregnum being appointed as ufual, without an 
“ elcdion being held, had taken poflelfion of the 
throne, not in confequence of a vote of the peo- 
“ pie, or of the approbation of the fenate,, but as. 

« the 
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^ the gift of a woman. Being tiius defcended, and book 
thus created king, ever favouring the loweft ckfs , , 

of people, to which he himfelf belonged, he had, 
through an antipathy to the honourable defcent 
of others, taken away the lands from the chief 
“ men in the ftatc, and diftributed them among the 
very meanell. All the burthens which heretofore 
had been born in common, lie had thrown on 
" thofc of higheft rank. He had inftituted the 
Cenfus, in order that the fortunes of the more 
“ wealthy might be the more confpicuoudy cxpofcd 
to envy, and might become a ready fund, out of 
“ which, he might, when he chofe, give bribes to the 
moft needy.” 

XLVIII. In the midft of this harangue, Servius, 
having been alarmed by an account of the difturb- 
ance, entered, and immediately, fronvthe porch of the 
fenate-houle, called out with a loud voice, “ What 
is the matter here, Tarquinius? How dare you* 
prefume, while I am alive, to convene the fenate, 

“ or to fit on my throne ?” To this the other, 
in a determined tone, replied, “ That the feat 
which he held was the feat of his own father ; 

“ that, as the king’s fon, he was mucli better en- 
titled to inherit the throne than a Have ; and 
“ that he had been fuffered long enough to infult 
“ his mailers with arbitrary infolence.” A cla- 
morous difpute immediately began between the par- 
tizans of each j the people ran together in crouds 
into the fenate-houfe, and it became evident, that 
the poflcffion of the throne depended on the ilTue of 
this conteft. On this, Tarquinius, compelled now, 
by neceflity, to proceed to the laft extremity, having 
greatly the advantage in point of age, and ftreqgth, 
caught Servius by the middle, and carrying him out 
of the fenate-houfe, threw him down from the top 
to the bottom of the flairs, and then returned to 
keep the fenators together. The king’s officers 

c 3 and 
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B 0^0 K and attendants fied immediately. He himfelf, being 

1 - ' ■ dclperately hurt, with his royal retinue, who were 
terrified almoft to death, attempted to retire to his 
houfc, and had arrived at the head of the Cyprian 
ftreet, when he was (lain by fome, who had been 
lent thither for that purpofe, l^y Tarquinius, and 
had overtaken him in his flight'. It is believed, 
other inftancts of her vvickednefs rendering it cre- 
dible, that this was done by the advice of Tuilia. 
It is certain, for there is fuflicient proof of the faft, 
that flie dre ve into the Forum in her chariot; and, 
without being abalhcd at fuch a multitude of men, 
called out her hiilband from the lenate-houle, and 
was the firft who faluted him king. She was then 
ordered by him, to withdraw from fuch a tumult; 
and when, -in her return home, Ihe arrived at the 
head of the Cyprian ftreet, where the enclofure of 
Diana lately ftood, as the chariot turned to the 
right fowaiils tlie*Virbian hill, in order to drive up 
to the bJquilian mount, the perfon who drove the 
horlcs, ftruck wuh horror. Hopped and drew in 
the rein.s', anJ ibcwcd his niiftrels the murdered 
Servins lying on the ground. The barbarity of 
her behaviour on this occafion, is reprefented as in- 
human and fliotking ; and the place bears teftimo- 
ny to it, being thence called the wicked ftreet, 
where Tiillia, divefted of all feeling, agitated by 
the h'urics, the avengers of her fitter and hulband, 
is faid to have driven her chariot over her father’s 
corpfc, and to have carried on her bloody vehicle, 
part ol the body and tlie blood of her father, with 
which file htrfelf was alfo fprinkled and ftained, to 
the lioufthold gods of her and her liufliand’s family, 
fnrough whole reicntment followed, fiiortly after, a 
train of events fuited to the iniquitous commence- 
ment of this reign. Servins i'ullius reigned forty- 
four years, during which his condudt was fuch, that 
even a good and tnodcratc fuccelTor would have 
< Ibqnd it difficult to fupport a competition with him. 

This 
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This clrcumftance aifo ftill farther enhanced his Book 
fame, that, together with him, perilhed all regular 
and legal government. Mild and moderate as his 
adminiftration was, yet, bccauft the government was 
lodged in the hands of a fingle perfon, fome au- 
thors tell us, he intended to have refigned it, had not 
the wickcdnels of his family broken off the defigns 
which he meditated, for cftablifliing the liberty of 
his country. 

XLIX. Thus began the reign of Lucius Tar- V. R. 
quinius, who, from his fublequent behaviour, got the 
furname of the proud ; for this unworthy' fon- in-law 551.' 
prohibited the burial of his father-in-law, alleging 
that Romulus likewife had remained unburied. 

The principal fenators, whom he lul'pefted of fi- 
vouring the intereft of Servius, he put to death ; 
and foon becoming apprehenfive, that the prece- 
dent of acquiring the crown by wicked means, 
might be adopted, from his own prafticc, againlk 
himfclf, he kept an armed band about him, for the 
fccurity of his perlbn ; for he had no kind of title 
to the crown, but that of force, holding it neither 
by the order of the people, nor with the approba- 
tion of the fenate. And befidcs this, as he could 
place no reliance on the affedrion ot his fubjefts, 
he was obliged to raife, in their i'ears, a fence to his 
authority. In onler to diffufe thefe the more ex- 
tenfively, he took entirely into his own hands, the 
cognizance of capital offences, wliich he determi- 
ned without conlulting with any perfon whatever j 
by which means he could put to death, banilh, or 
impofe fines, not only on thofe whom he fufpedted 
or dilliked, but on perfons, with refpedf to vvhom, 
he could have no other view, than that of plunder. 
Having, by thefe means, diminifhed the number 
of the fenate, againft whom his proceedings were 
chiefly levelled, he determined not to fill up the va- 
cancies j hoping that the fmalinefs pf their number 

04 would 
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would cxpofe that body to the gieater contempt i 
and that they would Ihew the lei's refentment, at 
their not being confulred on any buiinel's : for he 
w'as the firit of the kings who difcontimied the prac- 
tice of his predcceiibrs, of confulting the fenate 
upon every occafion. In the adminiilration of 
public affairsj he advifed with none, but his own 
private family. War, peace, treaties, alliances, he 
of himfilf, with fuch advifers as he cliofc, declared, 
contrafted, and tikT lved, without any order, ei- 
ther of the people, or of the fenate. He took par- 
ticular pains to attach tlie nation of the I^atines to 
his intereft, availing liimlelf of foreign aid, the more 
effedually to enfure his fafety at home : and he 
formed with their cliiefs, not only connexions of 
hofpitality, but .a/Tiniiies : to OXavius Mamilius of 
Tufculum he gave his daughter in marriage. Ma- 
milius was of the moft illuftiious family, by far, 
of any among tlie Latines, being defeended, if we 
piay give credit to fame, from Ulyfles and the 
goddefs Circe. By rhi.s match he engaged the fup- 
port of his numerous fr'icnds and relations. 

L. T.-vitoifiNius now poflclTcd great influence 
among the J^arine chiefs, when he i/Tued orders, 
that they flmuld aflcmble on a certain day, at the 
grove of b'erentina, acquainting them, that he 
wllhed to confer with them on fome matters of com- 
mon concern, 'fhey accordingly affembled in great 
numbers, at the dawn of day : Tarquinius himfelf 
obferved indeed the day, but did not come until a 
little before fun-fet. Meanwhile, many topics were 
clifcuflcd, and v, riou-s ojnnions uttered in the aflem- 
bly, during courlc of the whole day. Turnus 
Herdonius, Aricia, inveighed violently againft 
Tarquinius for r.ot atieniiing. “ It was no wonder,” 
be faid, “ that the I'urnamc of proud had been be- 

ftowed on iiim at Romcj” for, at this time, they 
^nerally gave him that appellation, though only in 
,'■4; private 
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private difcoiirfe, Could any inftance be given S 
“ of greater prjde, than his trifling thus with the 
“ whole nation of the Latines? After their chiefs 
“ had been brought together by his fummons, at fo 
great a diflancc from home, the very perfon who 
“ called the meeting did not attend, l ie was cer- 
“ tainly making trial of their patience, intending, if 
“ they fubmitted to the yoke, to crufh them, when 
“ they could not refill. For who did not fee 
“ plainly, that he was aiming* at fovereignty over 
“ the Latines ? and if his own countrymen had 
“ reafon to be pleafed at their having entrulled 
him with that power; or if, in reality, it had 
“ been entrulled to him, and not forcibly feized on 
“ through parricide, then the Latines ought alfo to 
“ entrufe him with it j nay, not even in that cafe, 

“ becaufe he was a foreigner. But, if his own 
“ countrymen repined at his government, expofed 
as they were to murders, banimnient, and confif- 
*' cations without end, what better profpeft coujd 
“ the Latines entertain ? If they liftened to him, they 
would depart each to his own home, and would 
" pay no more regard to the day of aflembly, than 
** was Hiewn by the perfoa who appointed if." 
Whim this man, who was in his own dilpofition fe- 
ditioiis and turbulent, and had by thefe means ac- 
quired fome degree of power at home, was ha- 
ranguing in thefe terms, and others of the fame pur- 
port, Tarqiiinius came into the aflembly. This put 
an end to his difeourfe. Every one turned away 
from him to falute Tarquinius, who, being advifed 
by his friends to make an apology for having come 
at that time of the day, when filence was made, told 
them, that “ he had been cholcn arbiter between a 
“ father and fon, and had been detained, by the 
“ pains which he was obliged to take to bring abpuc 
" a reconciliation between them ; and that, as that 
“ buflnefs had confumed the day, he would, on the 
“ following day, lay before tlicm what he had to 

« pro- 
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K <t propofe.” Even this, we are told, was not fuf- 
fered by Turniis to pafs without notice j for he ob- 
ferved, that “ there could be no controverfy Ihorter 
“ than one between a father and fon, which might 
“ be difpatched in a few words j if the fon did not 
** fubmit to his father, he fhould take the ill confe- 
“ quences.” 

LI. Uttering thefe reflcftions againft the Ro- 
man king, the Arictan withdrew from the aflcmbly; 
and Tarquinius, who was more inccnfed at his beha- 
viour than he appeared to be, began immediately to 
contrive fehemes for the deftruftion of Turnus, in 
order to ftrike the fame terror into the I^atines, by 
which he had deprefled the fpirirs of his fubjedfs at 
home. And as he could not, of his own mere au- 
thority, openly put him to death, he effcdled, by a 
falfe accufation, the ruin of an innocent man. By 
means of fome Aricians, of the oppofite faftion, he 
bribed a fervant of Turnus, to fuffer a large quantity 
of fwords to be privately conveyed into his lodging : 
this part of his feheme being completed, during the 
courfe of that fame night, Tarquinius, a little before 
day, called together about him the chiefs of the La- 
tincs, as if he had been alarmed by foinc extraor- 
dinary occurrence, and told them, that “ his delay 
“ yefterday, as if it were the effeft of the particular 
“ care of the gods, had been the means of preferv- 
" ing him and them from deftrudtion : — that he had 
received information, that a plan had been laid by 
Turnus, to murder him and the Latine chiefs, in 
“ order that he might enjoy alone the government 
“ of the Latines : — that he intended to have fallen 
“ upon them yefterday, in the aftembly, but the 
*‘' bufinefs was deferred, becaufe the perfon who 
** called the aftembly, and who was his principal ob- 
“ jcdl, was not there : this was the reafon of all 
f*. that abule tJirowm on him for being abfent j be- 
i'®* caufe, by that abfcnce, he had fruftrated his de- 
; « fign : — 
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fign : — that he had no doubt but, if the intelli- B 
gence was true, he would, early next morning, 
wlien the- affembly met, come thither in arms, 

“ and attende d by an armed force. lie was told, 

" that a vail number of fwords had been carried to 
his houf* ; wiiether that were falfe or not, might 
*' be inllandy known, and he requefted that they 
“ would go with him direftly to Tiirnus.” They 
faw fome grounds of fufpicion, in the violent temper 
of Tiirnus ; Jiis difeourfe yeft*day, and the delay of 
Tarquinius; and it feemed not impoflible that the 
maffacre might have been deferred on that account. 

They went, therefore, with minds inclined to be- 
lieve the rejiort, but at the fame time determined, 
unlels the fwords were difeovered, to confider all the 
reft as groundlcls. Wlien they came to the Ipot, 
guards were |)lr.ced round Turnus, who was roufed 
from fleep j and the fervants, ^ho, out of afreclion 
to their mafter, prepared to ule force, being fecured, 
the fwords, which had been concealed, were drawn 
out from every part of the lodging, and then the 
affair appeared manifeft. Turnus v/as thrown into 
chains, and a great tumult enfuing, an affcmbly of 
the Latines was immediately fummoned. There, 
on the fwords being placed in the midH of them, to 
fuch a pitch of fury was their rage inflamed, that, not 
allowing him to make a defence, and ufing an ex- 
traordinary method of execution, they threw him 
down into the refervoir of the water of Ferentina, 
where a hurdle being placed over him, and a heap 
of ftones raifed on that, he was drowned. 

LII. Tarqjtinius, having then re-affembled the 
Latines, and highly commended them, for having 
inflided oa Turnus, as one convided of parricide, 
the puniJhment which he had merited by his attempt 
to overturn the government, fpokt to this purpole : 

That he might, without doubt, take upon himfclf 
“ to ad, in virtue of a right long fincc eftabliflied,' 

« becaiufc 
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JJ'O o K. tt bccaufe all the Latines, deriving their origin from 

■ “ Alba, were comprehended in that treaty, by which, 

“ under Tullus, the whole Alban nation, together 
“ with their colonies, were fubjeiEled to the dorai- 
“ nion of the Romans. However, for the fake of 

“ the general advantage of all parties, he rather 

wiflied, that that treaty lliould be renewed, and 
that the Latines Ihould, as partners, enjoy the 
good fortune of the Roman people, rather than 
** live always under the apprehenfion or endurance 
of the demofrion of their cities, and the devafta- 
“ tion of their lands, to which they hack during the 
reign of Ancus, firft, and aftervv'ards, in that of 
« his father, been continually expofed.” He found 
no difficulty in perfuading the Latines, though in that 
treaty the advantage lay on the fide of the Romans : 
they liiw, however, that the chiefs of the Latine na- 
tion, in their behavj:our and fentiments, concurred 
with the king; and Turnus was a recent inftance of 
the, danger to be apprehended, by any one who 
Ihould attempt oppofition. The treaty was there- 
fore renewed, and orders were given to the young 
men of the Latines, that they ftiould on a certain 
day, according to the treaty, attend in a body under 
arms, at the grove of Ferentina. And when, in 
obedience to the edift of the Roman king, they had 
aflfcmbled there, from ail the feveral dates, in order 
that they Ihould not have a general of their own, nor 
a feparate command, or their own colours, he mixed 
the Romans and Latines together in companies, 
by dividing every company into two parts, and then, 
forming two of thefe divifions, one of each nation, 
into one company, and having by this means doubled 
the number of the companies, he appointed cen- 
turions to command them. 

Iniquitous as he was, in his conduft as 
his behaviour, at the head of an army, was 
OQjtiiiqually rcprchc\ifiblc : in that capacity, indeed, 

he 
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he would have equalled his predeceflbrs, had not book 
his degeneracy, in other particulars, detrafted from * 
the merit which, in that line, he poflcfled. He 
began the war againft the ' Volfcians, which lafted 
for more than two hundred years after his death, and 
took Sueflfa Pometia from them by ftorm ; from the 
fale of the plunder of which place, having amaffed 
filver and gold to the value of forty talents*, he 
conceived a defign of ereding a temple to Jupiter, 
of fuch grandeur as Ihould bj: worthy of the king 
of gods and men, worthy of the Roman empire, and 
of the dignity of the place itfelf : for the building of 
this temple, he fet apart the money which arofe from 
the fpoils. He was foon after engaged in a war, 
which gave him employment longer than lie ex- 
peded, during which, having in vain attempted, by 
ftorm, to make himfelf mafter of Gabii, a town in 
his neighbourhood, and feeing no reafon to hope for 
fuccefs from a blockade, after ht had been repulfed 
from the walls, he at length refolved to purfue the 
attack, not in a method becoming a Roman, but by 
fraud and ftratagem. Accordingly, wliilft he pretend- 
ed to have laid afide all thoughts of proceeding in 
the war, and to have his attention entirely engaged 
in laying the foundation of the temple, and the con- 
ftrudion of other works in the city, his Ton Sextus, 
the youngeft of three, purfuant to a plan concerted, 
fled as a deferter to Gabii, making grievous com- 
plaints of his father’s intolerable ieverity towards 
him, faying, that “ he now made his own family 
“ feel the elieds of his pride, w'hich hitherto had 
" fallen only on ftrangers, and was uneafy at feeing 
" a number even of his own children about him, lo 
” that he intended to caufc the fatne dclblation in 
“ his own houfe, which he had already cauled in 
« the fenate-houfe, and not to luffer any of his off- 
fpring, or any heir of the kingdom., to remain r 
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® ^ ^ " that he himlelf had, with difficulty, made his 
^ efcape from the weapons and fword of his father, 

“ and could in no place confider himfelf fafe, ex- 
“ ccpt among the foes of Lucius Tarquinius. For, 
“ that they might not be deceived, the war againft 
them, which was pretended to be laid aiide, was 
not at an end •, but, on the firfl: opportunity, 
when he found them off their guard, lie would 
certainly attack them. For his j)art, if, among 
them, fupp/iiants CQuld find no refuge, he would 
traverfc every part of Latium, and if rejeded 
** there, w'ould apply to the Volfcians, the .^quans, 
“ and the Hernicians, nor reft, until he found fome 
“ who were difpoied to afford proteftion to chil- 
** dren, from the cruel and unnatural feverity of 
fathers. Perhaps, too, he fhouKi meet with thofe 
” who might be in/pired with ardour to take arms, 
** and wage war, againft the proudeft of kings, 
and the moft overbearing of nations,” The Ga- 
bians, fuppofing that, if they did not (how fome 
re|,ard to him, he would go from them, full of re- 
fentment, to fome other place, received him with 
every mark of kindnefs ; told him, “ he ought not 
to be furpiifed, that his father’s behaviour to- 
wards his children now, was no better than what 
he had formerly fhewn towards his fubjefts and 
allies j that if other objefts could not be found, 
he would at laft vent his rage on himfelf : allured 
" him, that his coming was very acceptable to 
them, and that they expedled, in a flrort time, to 
** fee the feat of war transferred, with his affiltance, 
from the gates of Gabii, to the walls of Rome,” 

LIV. FJf was immediately admitted to a fliare in 
their public councils j and on thefe occafions, while 
he declared, that, in other affairs, he would be 

f pided by the opinion of tlie Gabian elders, who 
ad better knowledge of thofe matters than he 
>t0uid have, he took every opportunity of recorn- 
'■'■t ' mending 
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mending war, in relpe£t of which he aflumed to B o o k 
himfelf a fuperiour degree of judgment, becaufe 
he was well acquainted with the refources of both 
nations, and knew how utterly deteftable to his fub- 
jefts the king’s pride had become, which even his 
own children could not endure. Whilfl: he thus, 
by degrees, worked up the minds of the Gabian 
chiefs to a renewal of the war, he ufed to go out 
himfelf, with the boldeft of the youth, on expedi- 
tions, and plundering parties ■, and, as all his words, 
and adlions, were framed to the purpofe of carrying 
on the deceit, their ill-grounded confidence in him 
increafed, to fuch a degree, that at length he was 
chofen commander in chief of the army. In this 
capacity, the multitude, all the while, remaining ig- 
norant of his defign, he fought feveral flight engage- 
ments between Rome and Gabii, in which the peo- 
ple of the latter generally got the advantage : the 
Gabians, from the higheft to the loweft, then began 
to confider Sextus Tarquinius as a leader fent to 
them by the favour of the gods. Among the fol- 
diers particularly, from his readinefs to expofe him- 
felf to danger and fatigue, and likewife from the 
liberal diftribution of the fpoil, he was fo highly 
beloved, that Tarquinius the father was not more 
abiblute at Rome, than the fun was at Gabii. Find- 
ing himfelf, therefore, fecure of a fupport fufficient 
to carry him through any enterprize, he lent one of 
his attendants to his father at Rome, to inquire in 
what manner he would choole that he fliould proceed, 
fince the gods had granted to him the entire difpofal 
of every thing at Gabii : to this mefienger, no an- 
fwer was given in words, I fuppofe, becaufe he did 
not feem fit to be trufted. The king, I'eemingly em- 
ployed in deep deliberation, walked out into a gar- 
den adjoining the palace, followed by the meffen- 
ger, and walking there in filence, as we are lold, 
ftruck off witli his cane the heads of the tallcft 
poppies. I'lie meflenger, weary of repeating the 

queftion 
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queftion and waiting for an anfwer, returned to Ga- 
bii without having accompliflied his bufinefs, as he 
thought; told what he himfeirhadfaid,andwhathe had 
feen j that the king, either through anger or diflike, 
or the pride natural to his difpofition, had not uttered 
a word. Sextus readily comprehending his father’s 
meaning, and what conduit he recommended by 
thofo lilentintimationSjCUto/Fall the principal men of 
the ftate ; fome by profccutions before the people'; 
others, who being generally odious, could be at- 
tacked with greater fafety, he put to death of his 
own authority : many were executed openly ; feve- 
ral, againfh whom accufations would appear lefs plau- 
fible, were privately murdered ; fome who chofe to 
fly were not prevented, others were forced into 
banifhment; and the elFeils of the abfentces, as well 
as of thofe who had fullered death, were diftributed 
in largelTes amon^ the ])cople : by thefe means, all 
lenfo of die public calamity was fo entirely drowned 
in^ the Iweets of bribery, plunder, and private pro- 
fit, tJiat, ut length, the Gabian ftate, ftripped of its 
counlcliors, anti liipporters, was delivered over, 
without a llruggle, into the hands of the Roman 
king. 

LV. Tarquinius, having thus acquired pofllf- 
fion of Gabii, concluded a peace with the nation of 
the ^iquans, renewed the treaty with the Etrurians, 
and then turned his thoughts to the internal bufinefs 
of the city : among which, the objeft of his prin- 
cipal, concern was to leave the temple of Jupiter on 
the Tarpeian mount a monument of his reign, and 
of his name, to teftify, that of two Tarquinii both 
of whom reigned, the father had vowed, and the fon 
coQjpleted it. And in order that the ground might 
clear from the interference of any of the other 
^ds, and become the entire property of Jupiter, and 
' joiTfoe templq to be erefted thereon, he determined 
fo icaocel the inauguration of the temples and chapels, 

: 4 fcvcral 
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fcveral of which had been vowed, firft by Tati us. Book 
during the very heat of the battle againft Romulus, 
and afterwards confccrated there, and inaugurated, 

"^It is related, that, during the preparations for found- 
ing this ftrufturc, the gods exerted their divine 
power, to exhibit indications of the liability of this 
great empire ; for, whilft the birds admitted the can- 
celling the inaugurations of all the other chapels, they 
did not give the figns of approbation, in the cafe of 
the temple of Terminus-, and that omen, and that 
augury, were deemed to import that the relidence of 
Terminus muft not be changed ■, and his being the on- 
ly one of the Gods who would not fiibrnit to be called 
forth from the boundaries confccrated to him, de- 
noted that all things there were to (land firm and im- 
movable. After they had received this prelage of 
its perpetual duration, there followed another pro- 
digy, portending the greatnels of the empire ; a hu- 
man head, with the face entire, is laid to have ap- 
peared to tirolc who were opening the foundation of , 
the temple j which appearance denoted, without 
the help of any far-fetched allufion, that this would 
be the metropolis of the empire, and the head of 
the world. Such was the interpretation given of it 
by the fbothlayers, both thofe who were in the city, 
and others whom they fent for from Etruria, to hold 
a confultation on the fubjeft. This encouraged the 
king to enlarge the expence, fo that the Ipoils 
of Pometia, which, according to his firft defign, 
were to have completed the edifice, were fcarcely 
fuificient for the foundations: for this reafon, befides 
his being the more ancient writer, I Ihould rather be- 
lieve Fabius, that thefc amounted to no more than 
forty talents*, than Pifo, who writes, that forty 
thoufand pounds weight of filverf were fee apart for 
that purpofe j a fum of money, that could not be 
expefted out of the fpoi> of any one city in that age^ 
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> o K and which muft have been more than fulHcIent for 
laying the foundations even of the moft magnificent 
of our modem ftrudures. Intent on finiihing the 
temple, he fcnt for workmen from all parts of Etruria, - 
and converted to that ufe, not only the public mo- 
ney, but the labour of the people j and although 
this, which was in itfclf no fmall hardftiip, was added 
to the toils of military fcrvice, yet the people mur- 
mured the lefs, when they confidered that they were 
employing their bands in erefling temples for the . 
gods. They were afterwards obliged to labour at 
other worko, which, though they made lefs Ihew, 
were attended with greater difficulty ■, the crefting 
feats in the Circus, and conducing under ground the 
principal fewer, the receptacle of all the filth of the 
cityj two works to which the magnificence of mo- 
dern times can fcarcely produce any thing equal. 
After the people had been fatigued by thefc labours, 
the king, confitlering fo great a multitude as a bur- 
then to the city, where there was not employment 
for them, and wifhing at the fame time to extend the 
frontiers of his dominions, by means of colonies, 
fent a number of colonills to Signia and Circeii, to 
ferve as barriers to the city, agajnft an enemy, both 
by land and Tea. 

LVI. While he was thus employed, a dreadful 
prodigy appeared to him } a fnake. Aiding out of a 
wooden pillar, terrified the beholders, and made 
them fly into the palace ; and not only ftruck the 
king himfelf with fudden terror, but filled his 
breaft with anxious apprehenfions : fo that, whereas 
in the cafe of public prodigies, the Etrurian footh- 
fayers only were applied to, being thoroughly 
frightened at this domeftic apparition, as it were, 
he rcfolved to lend to Delphi, the moft celebrated 
oracle in the world j and judging it unfafe to entruft 
the anfwers of the oracle to any other perfon, he font 
his two fons into Greece, through lands unknown 

at 
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at that time, and fcas ftiU more unknown. Titus * © o 
and Aruns ftt out, and, as a companion, was fent ^ 
with them, Lucius Junius Brutus, fon to Tar- 
N quinia, the king’s fifter, a young man of a capa- 
city widely different from the affumed appearance 
which he had put on. Having heard that the prin- 
cipal men in the ftate, and, among die reft, his 
brother, had been put to death by his uncle, he re- 
Iblved that the king Ihould find nothing in his ca- 
pacity, which he need dread, nor in his fortune, which 
he need covet •, and he determined to find fecurity in 
contempt, fince, in juftice, there was no proteftion. 

He took care, therefore, to falhion his behaviour to 
the refcmblance of foolilhneis, and fubmitted him- 
fclf and his fortune to the king’s rapacity. Nor did 
he Ihew any diflike to the furname of Brutus, con- 
tent that, under the cover of that appellation, the 
genius, which was to be the deliverer of the Roman 
people, lliould lie concealed, and wait the proper 
Icafon for exertion. He was, at this time, carricci 
to Delphi by the Tarquinii, rather as a fubjefl of 
Iport, chan as a companion ; and is fiid to have 
brought as an offering to Apollo, a golden wand in- 
clofed in a ftaff of cornel-wood, hollowed for the 
purpofe, an emblem figurative of the ftate of his 
own capacity. When they arrived there, and exe- 
cuted their father’s commiflion, the young men felt 
a wifh to enquire, to which of them the kingdom of 
Rome was to come ; and we are told, that thefe 
words were uttered from the bottom of the cave. 
Young men, which ever of you fhall firft kifs 
« your mother, he fhall polTefs the fovereign power 
at Rome.” The Tarquinii ordered that this 
matter fliould be kept fecret, with the utmoft care j 
that Sextus, who had been left behind at Rome, 
might remain ignorant of the anfwer, and entitled to 
no chance for the kingdom. They themfel'ves had 
recourfe to lots, to determine which pf them Ihould 
firft kifs their mother, on their return to Rome j 
H 2 Bcutiia 
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K Brutus judged that the expreflion of Apollo had 
, another meaning, and, as if he had accidentally ftum> 
bled and fallen, he touched the earth with his lips, 
conhdering that fhc was the common mother of all 
mankind. On their return from thence to Rome, 
they found vigorous preparations going on for a war 
againil the Rutulians. 

LVII. Ardea was a city belonging to the Ru- 
tulians, a nation, confide ring the part of the world 
and the age, remarkably opulent j and this very cir- 
cumftance gave occafion to the war ; for the Roman 
king was carncftly defirous, both of procuring mo-: 
ney for himfclf, his treafury being exhaufted by the 
magnificence of his public works, and alfo of recon- 
ciling, by means of the Ipoils, the minds of his fuh- 
je<5ls, who were highly diffatisfied witli his govern- 
ment ; for, befid^s other inftances of his pride, they 
bought themfelves ill-treated, in being obliged by 
ihe king to work for fuch a length of time, at the 
employments of handicrafts, and labour fit for flaves, 
An attempt was made to take Ardea by ftorm, and 
that not fuccceding, he adopted the plan, of diftref- 
ling the enemy by a blockade, and works erefted 
round them. In this fixed polt, as is generally the 
cafe when the operations of war are rather tedious 
than vigorous, leave of abfcnce was readily granted, 
and to the principal officers, more readily than to the 
foldiers; the young men of the royal family in par- 
ticular, frequently palfed their leifure time together, 
in feafting and entertainments: it happened that 
while thefe were drinking together, at the quarters 
of Sextus Tarquinius, where Collatinus Tarquinius, 
the fon of B'.gerius, alfo fupped, mention was made 
of their wivesi each extolled his own to the fkies; 
pn this a difpute arifing, Collatinus told them, that 
-1* there was no need of words ; it could eafily be 
, known, in a few hours, how much his Lucrctia 
« excelled the reft ; we are youngs and ftrong ; let 
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*' us mount our horfes, and infpeft in perfon the be- 
** haviour of our wives : that muft be the moft un- 
^ « exceptionable proof which meets our eyes, on the 

^ “ unexpcfted arrival of the hulband.” They were 
heated with wine : “ Agreed," was the word j at full 
fpeed they fly w Rome. Having arrived there at 
the firft dufle of the evening, they proceeded thence 
to Collatia, where they found Lucretia, not like the 
king’s daughters-in-law, whom they had feen fperid- 
ing their time in luxurious entertainments among 
thofe of their own rank, but bufily employed with 
her wool, though at that late hour, and fitting in the 
middle of the houfe, with her maids at work around 
her : the honour of fuperiority among the ladies 
mentioned in the difpute, was acknowledged to be- 
long to Lucretia. Her hulband, oh his arrival, and 
the Tarquinii, vvere kindly received; and the huf- 
band, exulting in his vidory, gave the royal youths 
a friendly invitation. There, Sektus Tarquinius, 
inftigated by brutal luft, formed a defign of violat- 
ing Lucretia’s chaftity by force, both her beauty antf 
her approved modefty ferving as incentives ; after 
this youthful frolic of the night, they returned to 
the camp. 

LVIII. A FEW ilays after, Sextus Tarquinius, 
without the knowledge of Collatinus, went to Col- 
latia, with only a fingle attendant : he was kindly 
received by the family, who fufpeded nor his de- 
fign, and, after fupper, conduded to the chamber 
where guefts were lodged. Then, burning with de- 
fire, as foon as he thought that every thing was fafe, 
and the family all afleep, he came with his fword 
drawn to Lucretia, where ihe lay afleep, and, hold- 
ing her down, with his left hand prefled on her 
breaft, fald, “ Lucretia, be filent: 1 am Sextus 
" Tarquinius, my fword is in my hand, if you utter 
“ a word, you die." Terrified at being thus difturb- 
ed from fleep, Ihe faw no afllftance near, and im- 
H‘ j mediate 
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* o ^ mediate death threatening her ; Tarquinius then ac- 
knowledged his pa^ion, intreated, mixed threats 
with intrcaties, and ufcd every argument likely to 
have efFeft ort a woman’s mind : but finding her in--^ 
flexible, and not to be moved, even by the fear of 
death, he added to that fear, the dread of dilhonour, 
telling her, that after killing her, he would murder 
a flave, and lay him naked by her fide, that ihe might 
be faid to have heen flain in bafe adultery. The 
Ihocking apprchenfions, conveyed by this menace. 
Overpowering her refolution in defending her chafti- 
ty, his luft became viAorious; and Tarquinius de- 
parted, applauding himfelf for this triumph over a 
lady’s honour. But Lucretia, plunged by fuch a 
dreadful difafter into the deepeft'diftrefs of woe, dif- 
patched a meflenger to Rome to her father, with 
orders to proceed to Ardea to her hulband, and to 
defire them to game to her, each with one faithful 
friend 5 to tell them, that there was a neceflity for 
t their doing fo, and that fpeedily ; that a dreadful 
affair had happened. Spurius Lucretius came with 
Publius Valerius, the fon of Volelus ; Collatinus with 
Lucius Junius Brutus, in company with whom he 
happened to be returning to Rome, when he was met 
by his wife’s melTenger. They found Lucretia fit- 
ting in her chamber, melancholy and dejefted : on 
the arrival of her friends, (he burft into tears, ahd 
on her hufband’s afking, " Is all well ?” “ Far 
from it,” faid Ihe, “ for how can it be well with 
** a woman who has loft her chaftity ? Collatinus, 
the impreflion of another man is in your bed: 
yet my perfon only has been violated, my mind is 
** guiltlefs, as my death will teftify. But give me 
. your right hands and pledge your honour, that the 
*•* adulterer fhall not efcape unpunifhed. He is 
« Sextus Tarquinius, who, under the appearance of 
** a gueft, difguifmg an enemy, obtained here, lalb 
night, by armed violence, a triumph deadly to 
" me, and to himfelf alfo, if ye be fflch." They 
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all pledged their honour, one after another, and en- ® 
deavoured to comfort her diftrafted mind, acquitting 
her of blame, as under the compulfion of force, and 
^ charging it on the violent perpetrator of the crime, 
told her, that “ the mind alone was capable of fin- 
“ ning, not the body, and that where there was no 
** intention, there could be no guilt.” “ It is your 
** concern,” faid fhe, “ to confider what is due to 
him; as to me, though I acquit myfelf of the 
" guilt, I cannot difpenle with the pen^ty, nor lhall 
any woman ever plead the example of Lucretia, 

** for furviving her chaftity.” Thus faying, Ihe 
plunged into her heart a knife, which flie had con- 
cealed under her garment, and failing forward on the 
wound, dropped lifelefs. The hulband and father 
Ihrieked aloud. 

LIX. But Brutus, while they were overpowered 
\)y grief, drawing the knife from the wound of Lu- 
cretia, and holding it out reeking with blood, beforf 
him, laid, " By this blood, moll chafte, until in- 
“ jured by royal infolcnce, I fwear, and call you, O 
ye gods, to witnefs, that I will profecute to de- 
“ ftru£bion, by fword, fire, and every forcible means 
'* in my power, both Lucius Tarquinius the proud, 
" and his impious wife, together with the whole race 
“ of their defeendants, and never will fuffer one of 
“ them, nor any other perfon whatfoever, to be 
king in Rome.” He then delivered the knife to 
Collatinus, afterwards to Lucretius, and Valerius, 
who were filled with amazement, as at a prodigy, 
and at a lofs to account for this unufual elevation of 
fentiment in the mind of Brutus. However they 
took the oath as direfted, and converting their grief 
into rage, followed Brutus, who put himfelf at their 
head, and called on them to proceed, inftantly, to 
abolilh kingly power. They brought out the body 
of Lucretia from the houfe, conveyed it to the 
Forum, aqd aflcmblcd the people, who came toge- 
H4 
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thcf quickly, in aftonifhment, as may be fuppofed, at 
a deed fo atrocious, and unheard-of. Every one 
exclaimed with vehemence againft the villany and 
violence of the prince : they were deeply afledted by ^ 
the grief of her father, and alfo by the difeourfe of 
Brutus, who rebuked their tears, and ineifedlual 
complaints, and advifed them, as became men, as 
became Romans, to take up arms againft thofe who 
had dared to treat them as enemies. The moft Ipi- 
rited among the youth offered themfelves with their 
arms, and the red followed their example. On 
which, leaving half their number at the gates to de- 
fend ColIatia,-.and fixing guards to prevent any in- 
telligence of the commotion being carried to the 
princes, the reft, in arms, with Brutus at their head, 
marched to Rome. When they arrived there, the 
fight of fuch an armed multitude Ipread terror and 
confufion wherever tlicy came : but, in a little time, 
when people obfrt’ved the principal men of the ftate 
marching at their head, they concluded, that what- 
ever the matter was, there muft be good reafon for 
it. Nor did the heinoufnefs of the affair raife left 
violent emotions in the minds of the people at Rome, 
than it had at Collatia : fo that, from all parts of the 
city, they hurried into tlie Forum ■, where, as foon as 
the party arrived, a crier fummoned the people to 
attend the Tribune of the Celeres, which office hap- 
pened at that time to be held by Brutus. He there 
made a fpeech, very little confonant to that low de- 
gree of fenfibility and capacity, which, until that day 
he had counterfeited; recounting the violence and 
luft of Sextus Tarquinius, the (hocking violation of 
Lucretia’s chaftity, and her lamentable death ; the 
I misfortune of Tricipitinus, in being left childleft, 
who muft feel the caufe of his daughter’s death as a 
greater injury and cruelty, than her death itfelf; to 
thefe reprefentations he added the pride of the king 
.,ilimfelfi the mileries and toils of the commons, bu- 
Jri5:d under ground to cleanfe finks and fewers, fay- 
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ing, that the citizens of Rome, the conquerors of 
** all the neighbouring nations, were, from warriors, 
** reduced to labourers and ftone-cutters }” men- 
tioned the barbarous murder of king Servius Tulli- 
us, and his daughter driving in her abominable car- 
riage over the body of her father, and invoked the 
gods to avenge the caufe of parents. By defcanting 
on thefe and other, I fuppofe, more forcible topics, 
which the heinoufnefs of prelent injuries fu gg efts at, 
the time, but which it is difficult for writers to re- 
peat, he indamed the rage of the multitude to fuch a 
degree, that they were cafily perfuaded to deprive 
the king of his government, and to pafs an order 
for the banifliment of Lucius Tarquinius, his wife, 
and children. Brutus himfelf, having colleded and 
armed fuch of the young men as voluntarily gave in 
their names, let out for the camp at Ardea, in order 
to excite the troops there to take part againft the 
king. The command, in the cit^, he left to Lucre- 
tius, who had fome time before been appointed by 
the king to the office of Praefed of the city*". 
During this tumult Tullia fled from her houle ; both 
men and women, wherever Ihe palfed, imprecating 
curies on her head, and invoking the furies, the 
avengers of parents. 

LX. News of thefe proceedings having reached 
the camp, and the king, alarmed at fuch extraordi- 
nary events, having begun his march towards Rome, 
to fupprefs the commotions, Brutus, informed of 
his approach, turned into another road, in order to 
avoid a meeting, and very nearly at the fame time, 
by different roads, Brutus arrived at Ardea, and Tar- . 
quinius at Rome. Tarquinius found the gates Ihut 
againft him, and an order of banilhment pronounced. 


• The Praefc^t of the city was, in thefe times, an extraordinary ma, 
giftrate, occafionally appointed to adininifter jiiftice, and tranfaA other 
iieceflary bufincfs, in the abfeBCc of the king, or confuls. 

The 
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B 0^0 K The deliverer of die citjr was received in the camp 
with joy, and the king’s fons were driven thence 
with dilgrace. Two of thefe followed their father, 
and went into exile at Csre, among the Etrurians. 
Sextus Tarquinius having retired to Gabii, as if to 
his own dominions, was flain by fome perfbns, who 
were glad of an opportunity of gratifying old ani- 
mofities, which he had excited there by his rapine 
and murders. Lucius Tarquinius Superbus reigned 
twenty-five years. The government of kings con- 
tinued from the building of the city to the eftablilh- 
ment of its liberty, two hundred and forty-four 
years. After that, in an aflembly of the Centuries, 
held by the Praefeft of the city, were elefted, con- 
formably to a plan found in the commentaries of 
Y R *4S* Tullius, two magiftrates, called Confuls. 

I.C.’ 507I Thefe were, Lucius Junius Brutus, and Lucius Tar- 
quinius Collatinus.^ 
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BOOK 11. 


Brutus binds the people^ by an oath^ never to refiore the hingty 
government ; obliges ^arquinius Collatinus^ on account of 
his relationJ/jip to the Tarquinii^ to refign the confuljlsipy and 
retire from the city ; puts to death his own fonsy together 
with fonic other yoiwg meti of rankyfora confpiracy in favour 
of the Tarquinii ; falls in battle a^itifi the Veientians and 
UarquinianSy together with his aniagonift Arunsy fon of Sff- 
perbtis* War with Porfena. Epcploits of Horatius CocleSy 
Muiius Scavolay and Cloelia* *The Qlaudian tribe forthedy 
and the number of the tribes increafed to twciiiy^one, The 
JLatineSy attempting to rejlore TarquiniuSy are defeated by 
Aldus PofumiuSy dictator. The commons y on account of the 
great numbers confined for dehty fecedc to the facred mount s 
are appeafedy and brought backy by "the prudence of MeneniuS 
Agrippa. Five tribunes of ihe commons created. Banijb* 
ment and fuhfequent conduct of Cams Marcius Corio/anus* 
Firf propofal of an Agrarian law. Spurius Cajfusy afpir^ 
ing to regal power y put to death. Oppioy a vefal virgin y 
conviBed of incefly buried alive. The Fabian family under-, 
take the Veientian war^ and are uikeut ojfy except one hoy. 
Wats with the VolfcianSy JEqtitan^’ and Veientians. Dif 
fettfons between the Patricians atidPlcbeians. 


T.T^nceforward I am to treat of the affairs, b o O 
JrX civil and militaiy, of a free people, for fuch J 
the Romans were now become ■, of annual magif- 
trates, and the authoriijy of the laws exalted above B. C. 
that of men. What greatly enhanced the public >| 
on having attained to this ftate of freedom, was, 

■v lo the 'M. 
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BO OK the haughty infolence of the late king: for the 
> P' . former kings governed in fuch a manner, that all of 
Y.rJ* 4S' them, in fucceflion, might defervedly be reckoned 
*tc. jo;, as founders, of the feveral parts, at leaft, of the city, 
which they added to it, to accommodate the addi- 
tional numbers of inhabitants, whom they themfelves 
introduced. Nor can it be doubted, that the fame 
Brutus, who juftly merited I'o great glory, for having 
expelled that haughty king, would have hurt the 
public intereft moft materially, had he, through an 
over-hally zeal for liberty, wrefted the government 
from any one of the former princes. For what muft 
have been the confequence, if that rabble of fliep- 
herds and vagabonds, fugitives from their own court- 
tries, having, under the fanftion of an inviolable 
afylum, obtained liberty, or at leaft impunity j and, 
uncontrolled by dread of kingly power, had once 
been fet in commotion by tribunitian ftorms, and 
had, in a city where they were ftrangcrs, engaged in 
contefts with the Patricians, before the pledges of 
wK'cs and children, and an affeftion for the foil it- 
felf, which in length of time is acquired from habit, 
had united their minds in focial concord ? The 
ftate, as yet but a tender flioot, had been torn in 
pieces by difeord ; whereas the tranquil moderation 
of the government cherilhed it, and, by due nourilh- 
ment, brought it forward to fuch a ftate, that, its 
powers being ripened, it was capable of producing 
the glorious fruit of liberty. The origin of liberty 
is to be dated from that period, rather on account of 
the confular government being limited to one year, 
than of any diminution made of the autliority which 
had been pofielfcd by the kings. The firft conliils 
enjoyed all their privileges, and all their enfigns of 
autliority ; in this relpeCt, only, care was taken, not 
to double the objefts of terror by giving the fefees 
to both the confuls. Brutus, with the confent of his 
.; ccdleague, was Hrft honoured with the fafees, and the 
:<e<fal Which he had flic wn as the champion of liberty 


in 
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in rcfculng it from oppreffion, was not greater than book; 
that which he afterwards difplayed, in the charadler . 
of its guardian. Firft of all, while the people were y.r. * 45 ,: 
in raptures at their new acquifition of freedom, left S»f^ 
they might afterwards be perverted by the import 
tunitics or prelents of the princes, he bound them 
by an oath, that they would never fuffer any man to 
affume the authority of king at Rome. Next, in 
order that the fulnefs of their body might give the 
greater weight to the fenate, he filled up the num- 
ber of the lenators, which had been diminilhed by 
the king’s murders, to the amount of three hundred, 
ele 61 :ing into that body the principal men .of equef- 
triaj’. rank 5 and hence the practice is faid to have 
taken its rife, of fummoning to the fenate thole who 
are F'athcrs, and thofe who are Conferipti ; for they 
called thole who were elected into this new fenate 
Conferipti. This had a wonderful effefl towards 
producing concord in the ftate, and in attaching the 
affciftion of the commons to the Patricians. 

. II. People then turned their attention to matters 
of religion and becaufe fiime public religious rites 
had been ufually performed by the kings in perlbn, 
in order that there Ihould be no want of a king, in 
any particular, they appointed a king of the facri- 
ficcs. This office they made fubjeft to the jurif- 
diftion of the pontiff, fearing left honour, being 
joined to the title, might in fome lhape be injurious 
to liberty, which was then the firft objeft of their 
concern ; I know not whether they did not carry 
to excefs their great anxiety to raife bulwarks to it, 
on all fidcs, even in points of the raoft trivial confe- 
qucnce ; for the name of one of the cbnfuls, though 
there was no other caule of diflike, became a fubjed: 
of jealoufy to the people. It was alleged, that “ the 
Tarquinii had been too long accuftomed to the 
« poffelfion of fovereign power; Prifeus firft be- 
ganj ncjft indeed reigned Servius Tullius i y«t 

“ though 
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• ooR« though that interruption occurred, Tarquinius' 

^ , “ Superbus never loft fight of the crown, fo as to 

Y.K. »4, . ** confider it the right of another j but, by violent 
RtC. jo; . u jjjd flagitious means, reclaimed it, as the inherit- 
** ance of his family. Now, that Superbus had 
** been expelled, the government was in the hands 
“ of CoUatinus j the Tarquinii knew not how to 
** live in a private ftation j the very name itfelf was 
difpleafing, and dangerous to liberty.” Thefe 
difeourfes were, at fitft, gradually circulated through 
every part of the city, for the purpofe of trying the 
difpofition of the people. After the fufpicions of 
the commons had, by thefe fuggeftions, been fufE^ 
ciently excited, Brutus called them together ; when 
they were aflembled, after firft reciting the oath 
which the people, had taken, that " they would ne- 
** ver fuffer a king at Rome, or any thing elfc that 
“ might be dangerous to liberty he told them, 
that “ they muft Support this refolution with their 
“ utmoft power j and that no circumftance, of any 
tendency that way, ought to be overlooked : that 
from his regard to the perlbn alluded to, he men> 
•* tioned the matter unwillingly j nor would he have 
** mentioned it at all, did not his affeftion for the 
commonwealth outweigh all other confiderations. 
« The Roman people did not think that they had 
*t recovered entire liberty : the regal family, the rc- 
** gal name remained, not only in the city, but in 
« the government : this was a circumftance, not 
« merely unpropitious, but dangerous, to li^rty. 
** Do you, Lucius Tarquinius, of your own accord, 
** remove from us this apprehenfion : we remem- 
« ber, we acknowledge that you expelled the 
princes; complete your kindnefs: carry hence 
** their name. Your countrymen, on my rccom- 
« mendation, will not only give you up your pro- 
** perty, but if you have occafion for more, will, 
‘ *f ipake liberal additions to it. Depart in friend- 
|f ^ Ihip. Deliver the ftate from this, it may be 
f ' ' ground- 
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groundlefs, apprehenfion j but the opinion is B o O * 
deeply rooted in their minds, that, only with the ^ ^ 
race of the Tarquinii, will kingly power depart 
** hence." Aftonidiment at this extraordinary and B*C» §»f» 
unexpefted affair, at firft, deprived the conlul of all 
power of fpecch ; and when he afterwards began to 
ipeak, the principal men of the ftate gathered round 
him, and with earneft importunity urged the fame 
requeft. Others affected him lels j but when Spu- 
rius Lucretius, his fuperior iq age, and dignity of 
charadrer, and his father-in-law befides, began to 
try every method of perfualion, uhng, by tarns, ar- 
guments and intreaties, that he would fuffer himfelf 
to be overcome by the general fcnfe of his country- 
men, the conful, fearing left hereafter, when he 
fliould have returned to a private ftation, the fame 
meafures might be ufed againft him, with the addi- 
tion perhaps of confifeation of his property, and other 
marks of ignominy, refigned die office of conful, 
and, removing all his effedts to Lavinium, with- 
drew from the territories of the ftate. Brutus,* in ' 
purfuance of a decree of the fenate, propofcd to the 
people, that all who were of the Tarquinian family 
Ihould be banilhed ; and in an ahembly of the Cen- 
turies, he elected for his colleague, Publius Vale- 
rius, who had been his affiftant in expelling the 
royal family. 

IJI. . No perfon now doubted but war would be 
immediately commenced by the Tarquinii: that 
event, however, did not take place fo foon as was ex- 
pefted. But, what they entertained no apprehenfion 
of, Uberty was very near being loft, by fecrct machi- 
nations and treachery. There were, among the Ro- 
man youth, fcveral young men of no inconfidcrable 
families, who, during the reign of the king, had 
indulged their pleafures too freely ; and being of the 
fame age, and conftant companions of the younger 
Tarquinii, had been accuftomed to live in a prince)^ 
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^ ftylc: the privileges of all ranks being now reduced' 
to one level, thcfc grew uneafjr at the reftraint hcre- 
hy laid on their irregularities, and complained hea- 
*»C» $»?• yily among thcmfelves, that the Ubeny of others had 
impofed flavery on them. " A king was a human 
“ being: from him might a requeft be obtained, 
** whether right or wrong; with him there was 
room for favour, and for afts of kindnefs ; he 
could be angry, and he could forgive ; he knew 
“ a diftinftion between a friend and an enemy. But 
“ the law was a deaf inexorable being, calculated 
“ rather for the fecurity and advantage of the poor, 
“ than of the rich. ; and admitted of no relaxation or 
“ indulgence, if its bounds were tranfgrefled. Men 
" being liable to fo many miftakes, to have no other 
** fecurity but innocence, is a hazardous fituation.’’ 
While their minds were in this difeontented ftate, 
ambafladors arrived from the Tarquinii, who, with- 
out any mention of fheir reftoration, demanded only 
their effeds: the fenate, having granted them an 
audience, continued their deliberations on the fub- 
jed for levcral days, being apprehenfive that a re- 
fufel to give them up, would afford a plaufihle rea-t 
fon for a war, and the giving them up, a fund in 
aid of it. Meanwhile the ambafladors were bufily 
employed in fchemes of another nature : whilft they 
openly demanded the effeds, they were fecretly 
forming a plan for recovering the^rone, and ad- 
drelTmg themfelves to the young nobles, feemingly 
on the bulinefs which they were luppofed to have in 
charge, they made trial of their difpofitions. To 
thofe who lent a favourable ear to their propofals;, 
they delivered letters from the Tarquinii, and con- 
certed meafures with them for receiving thofe princes 
privately, into the city by night. 


ly. The bufmefs was firft intrufted to the bro- 
jers of the name of Vitellii, and thofe of the name 
filquilliii a filter of the Vitellii had been married 

to! 
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to the conful Brutus, and there were two fons born book 
of that marriage, now grown up, Titus and I'ibe- . _j 
rius : thefe were led in, by their, uncles, to take part y.r. z 45 . 
in the defign ; and feveral others of the young' nobi- so/* 
“lity were drawn into the confpiracy, whofc names, 
at this diftance of time, are unknown. In the mean- 
while, the opinion of thofe, who advifed the giving 
up of the effedls, having prevailed in the fenate, this 
afforded the ambaffadors a pretext for delaying in 
the city, becaufe they had been flowed time by the 
confuls, to procure carriages for the conveyance of 
the effeds of the princes 3 and all this time they fpent 
in confultations with the conlpirators, and had, by 
prefiing inftances, prevailed upon them, to give 
them letters for the Tarquinii 5 for, “ without' thefe, 
how could they be fo fully affured, as an affair of 
" that high importance required, that this report of 
“ the ambaffadors was not groundlefs ?” Thefe let- 
ters, given as a pledge of their fincerity, proved the 
means of deteding the plot ; for the day before that 
on which they were to return to t!ie Tarquinii, the 
ambafladors happening to fup with the Vicellii, and 
the confpirators having here in private had much 
converfation, as was natural, on the fubjed of their 
new enterprife, their difeourfe was overheard by one 
of the flaves, who had, before this, difeovered that 
fuch a defign was in agitation, but waited for this 
opportunity, until the letters Ihould be given to the 
ambafladors ; bccaul^^thefe, beirjg feized, would fur- 
nifli full proof of the tranfadion. As foon as he 
found that they were delivered, he made a dilcovery 
of the affair to the confuls. The confuls, letting 
out from home diredly, and apprehending the am- 
baffadors and confpirators in the fad, effedually 
crufhed the affair without any tumult ; taking par- 
ticular care, with regard to the letters, that they 
fhould not efcape them. They inftantly threw the 
traitors into chains, but hefitated for fome time with 
regard to proceeding againft the ambaffadors ; and 
vo,t. I- s thoughi 
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BOOK though, by their behaviour, they had deferved to be 
treated as enemies, yet regard to the law of nations 

YR. 241; prevailed. 
h. c. 507 

V. With refpcft to the clFefts of the princes, 
which they had before ordered to be reftored, the 
bufmefs was now laid before the ftnate, for re-con- 
fiderationj and they, aftuated entirely by refent- 
menf, decreed, that they ihould not be reftored, but 
converted to the ufe of the ftate. They were, there- 
fore, given up to ^e commons as plunder, with the 
intent, that thele, after fuch an ad of violence 
againft the princes, as the plundering of their effedts, 
might for ever lofe all hope of reconciliation with 
them. The land of the Tarquinii, which lay be- 
tween the city and the Tiber, being confecrated to 
Mars, has, from that time, been called the Field of 
Mars. It happened, that there was then on that 
ground a crop of corn, ripe for the fickle, and, be- 
caufe it would be an impiety to make ufe of this 
‘ produce of the field, a great number of men were 
fent in at once, who, having cut it down, carried it 
in balkets, and threw it, grain and ftraw together, 
into the Tiber, whole waters were low at that time, 
as is generally the cafe in the middle of fummer. 
The heaps of corn then being frequently flopped for 
a while in the Ih allows, and having contrafted a co- 
vering of mud, funk, and remained fixed, and by 
thefe means, with the afflux of other materials which 
the ftream is apt to carry down, an ifland * was gra- 
dually formed. I fuppofe that mounds were after- 
wards added, and affiftance given by art, to raife the 
fur&ce to its prefent height, and give it fufficienc 
firmnefs to fupport temples and porticoes. After 
the people had made plunder of the cflfefts of the 
princes, the traitors were condemned and executed. 

Between the Janiculum and the cky. It waa afterwards called 
tKf Holy Iflandy from the number of teix^det built upon it» 


And 
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|\.nd the execution was the more remarkable on this boor 
account, that his office of conful, impofed on a fa- , . 

ther the levere duty of inflifting puniffiinent on his y.R. *45. 
own Ions ; and that he, who ought not to have been B. C. s®?* 
prefent as a Ipeftator, was yet the very perfon whom 
fortune pitched on to exaft the penalty of their of- 
fence. The youths, all of the firil diftindion, Itood 
tied to (fakes, but the fons of the conful entirely en- 
gaged the eyes of all the Ipedators, as if the others 
were perfons unknown ; and people felt cornpaffion, 
not only for their piinirnment, but even for the 
crime by which they had brought .it on themfelves : 
to think that " they could, during that year parti- 
" cularly, have been induced to entertairi a defign 
of betraying their country, juft delivered from ty- 
“ ranny, their father its deliverer, the confullliip, 

“ which had commenced in the Junian family, the 
“ Patricians, commons, whatever men and gods, 

“ Rome held in higheft veneratioit, into the hands 
of one who was formerly a tyrannical king, now 
an enraged exile.” The confuls mounted their* 
throne, and the lidors were fent to perform the exe- 
cution : after dripping them naked, they beat them 
with rods, and beheaded them ; whilft, through the 
whole procefs of the affair, the father, his looks, 
and his countenance, afforded an extraordinary Ipec- 
tacle, the feelings of the father often forcing their 
way through .the charadfer of the magiftrate enfor- 
cing the execution of the laws. After the criminals 
were puniihed, in order to exhibit a ftriking exam- 
ple for the prevention of crimes, in their treatment 
of the fcveral parties, they gave, as a reward to the 
difeoverer, a fum of money out of the treafury, his 
freedom, and the rights of a citizen. Tliis man is . 
faid to be the firft who was made free by the Vih- 
difta*. Some think that the term " Vindidla” 

was 

* The vindifla was a rod, or wand, wuh which the conful, in early 
times, afteiwards the city praetor, itruck the Qave prel'cifted to h m for 

i ^ enfian* 
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BOOK was taken from him, his name having been Vindi- 
. ■ cius : after him, it obtained, as a rule, that who- 

y k. ever was made free in that manner, Ihoiild be con- 
«. €. jo;, ficiered as admitted a citizen. 

VI. Tarqitinius, on being informed of theft* 
tranraction.<;, became inflamed, not only with grief 
for the dii’appointment of fuch promifing hopes, but 
with hatred and refentment; and, finding'every pafs 
fhut againft fecret plots, determined to have recourfe 
to open war; and, to that end, went round all the 
cities of Etruria, in rhe charafter of a fuppliant, ad- 
dre fling himfelf particularly to the people of Veii 
and Tarquinii, intreating them, “ not to ftiffcr him, 
“ who was f])rung from themfelvcs, and of the fame 
“ blood; who was lately polTefied of.fo great a 
“ kingdom, now exiled and in want, to perilli be- 
“ fore their eyes, together with the young men his 
fons. Othei^i had been invited from foreign 
" countries to Rome, to fill the throne ; but he, 

' “ w’hen in polTeffion of the government, and while 
“ he’ was employing his arms in extending the li- 
“ mits df the Roman empire, was expehed by a 
“ villanous confpiracy of men who were molt 
“ clofcly connected with him ; who, becaufe no one 
“ of liicir number was qualified to hold the reins of 
“ government, had forcibly fliared the fcveral parts 
“ of it among them, and had given up his property 
to be plundered by the populace, to the intent 
that, all might be cquaiiy guilty. He only wilhed 
“ CO be reitored to his oven counf»-y and crown, and 
“ to be avenged on his ungi\>teUiI fubjeCts. He 
befought tliem to finmort and affift him, and, at 
the fame time, to taice revenge for the injuries 


enffaiichirement, the owner having prtvioufly given him a flight blow, 
and let him go out of nis hands. 'I he pi a tor then gave the rod to a 
lift or, who Iikfwife ftiiuk the ptrfon iiianumiitcd. lie was then rc- 
giUert'd as a freeman, and affurned the cap, the fymbol of liberty, with 
inuch ceremony, in ihc tcinjde oi T 'eronia. 


which 
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which they themlelves had fuftaincd of old, for B o^o K 
" their legions fo often llaughtered, and their lands ■ ,1 . 

y taken from them.” Thefe arguments had the Y.it. i+j. 
defired eflTcdt on the Veientians, every one of whom ^ 5®^ 

earneftly, and with menaces, declared that they 
ought now at Icaft, with a Roman at their head, to 
efface the memory of, their dilgraccs, and reclaim, 
by arms, what they had loft. The people of Tar- 
quinii were moved by his name* and his relation co 
thcmfclves : they thought it redounded to their ho- 
nour, that their countrymen ftiould reign at Rome. 

Thus two armies of two ftates followed Tarquinius 
to demand his reftoration, and profecute war againft 
the Romans. When they advanced into the Ro- 
man territories, the confuls marched out to meet the 
enemy. Valerius led the infantry, in order ol' battle ; 

Brutus, with the cavalry, marched at fume dillance 
before them, in order to procure ‘intelligence. In 
like manner, the vanguard of the enemy was com- 
pofed of cavalry, under the command of Aruns Tar-* 
quiniiis, the king’s fon ; the king himfclf follow’ed 
with the legions. Aruns, perceiving at a diftance, 
by the lidors, that a conl’ul was tiiere, and after- 
wards, on a nearer approach, plainly diftinguiihing 
Brutus by his face, became inflamed with rage, and 
cried out, “ That is the man who has driven us as 
‘‘ exiles from our country ; fee how he marches in 
“ ftate, decorated with our enfigns : ye gods, aveh- 
“ gers of kings, afiift me !” He then fpurred on 
his hofle, and drove furioufly againft the conful. 

Brutus perceived that the attack was meant for him; 
and, as it was, at that time, reckoned not improper 
for generals rhcmfelves to eng.ige in light, he e.agcrly 
offered himfclf to the combat; and they advanced 
againft each other with fuch furious animofity, nei- 
ther thinking of guarding his own perfon, but folcly 
intent on wounding his enemy, that, in the violence 
of the conflifl, each of them received his antagohift’s 
fpear in his body, tlirough his buckler, and being 

1 3 entangled 
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BOOK entangled together by the two fpears, they botli fell 
. . ■ lifelefs from their horfes. At the fame time, the reft 

y.ft. of the cavalry began to engage, and were Ihortly af- 
B. C. j07. ter joined by the infantry : a battle then enfued, in 
which viiflory feemed alternately to incline to cither 
party, the advantage on both fides being neary equal; 
the right wings of bodi armies got the better, and 
the left were worfted: the Veientians, accuftomcd 
to be vanquifhed fey the Roman troops, were routed 
and difpcrftd: the Tarquinians, a new enemy, not 
only kept their ground, but even, on their fide,, 
made the Romans give way. 

VII. Though fuch was the ifilie of the battle, yet 
fo great terror took poffeflion of T arquinius and the 
Etrurians, that, giving up the enterprife as imprac- 
ticable, both armies, the Veientian and the Tar- 
quinian, retired by night to their refpedive coun- 
, tries. To the accounts of this battle, writers have 
added miracles ; that, during the filence of the fol- 
lowing night, a loud voice was uttered from the Ar- 
fian wood, which was believed to be the voice of 
Sylvanus, in thefe words : “ The number of the 
“ Etrurians who fell in the engagement was the 
greater by one. The Romans have the victory.” 
The Romans certainly departed from the field as 
conquerors, the Etrurians as vanquillied : for when 
day appeared, and not one of the enemy was to be 
feen, the coniiil, Publius Valerius, collcfted the 
fpoils, and returned in triumph to Rome. He ce- 
lebrated the funeral of his colleague with the utmoR 
degree of magni.^cence, w'hich thofe times could 
afford } but a much higher mark of honour to the 
decealed, was the grief expreffed by the public, fin-: 
gularly remarkable in this particular, that the ma- 
trons mourned for him as for a parent, during a 
whole year, in gratitude for his vigorous exertions 
,, ih avenging the caufc of violated chaflity. In a little 
' ! itec, tkc conful who furvived, fo changeable are the 
V. minds 
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minds of the populace, from having enjoyed a high book 
degree of popularity, became an objefl: not only of ■ j 
jealoufy, but of fufpicion, attended with a charge of y.'k. *^5. 
■ an atrocious nature : it was given out that he afpired c. 507^ 
at 'the fovereignty, becaufe he had not fubllitutcd a 
colleague in the room of Brutus j and befides, was 
building a houfr on the fummit of mount Velia, 
which, in fuch a lofty and ftrong lituation, would be 
an impregnable fortrefs. The conful’s mind was 
deeply affedted with concern and indignation, at 
finding that fuch reports were circulated and be- 
lieved j he therefore fummoned the people to an af- 
fembly, and ordering the fafces to be Jowered*, 
mounted the roftrum. It was a fight highly pleafing 
to the multitude, to find the enfigns of fovereignty 
lowered to them, and an acknowledgment thus 
openly given, that the majefty and power of the 
people were fuperior to thofe of the conful. Atten- 
tion being ordered, the conful extolled the good for- 
tune of his colleague, who, “ after having accora- 
“ plifhed the deliverance of his country, and being 
** raifed to the higheft poft of honour, met with 
“ death, while fighting in defence of the republic, 
when his glory had arrived at full maturity, but 
“ had not yet been converted into jealoufy : whereas 
“ he himlelf, having furvived his glory, was become 
“ an objed: of calumny and jealoufy j and from the 
“ charader of deliverer of his country, had funk to 
a level with the Aquillii and Vitellii. Will no de- 
« gree of merit then,” faid he, “ ever gain your 
“ confidence, fo far as to be fecure from the attacks 
“ of fufpicion ? Could I have the leaft apprehenfion 
“ that I, the bittereft enemy to kings, mould un- 
“ dergo the charge of aiming at kingly power ? 

“ Suppofing that I dwelt in the very citadel, and in 
the Capitol, could I believe that I was an objed 


* At the fame time, he took the astes out of the fafeesp and they 
were neveri afterwards^ carried in the fafeet of the confuls within tho 
city. 
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® o k: «t of terror to my countrymen ? Does my reputation 
^ “ among you depend on fo mere a trifle ? Is my 

Y. r.» 4.;, “ title to your confidence fo flightly founded, that 
' “ it is more to be confidered where I am, than what • 

** I am ? Citizens, the houfe of Publius Valerius 
“ fhall be no obflrudion to your freedom ; the Ve- 
“ lian mount fhall be ftcure to you : I will not only 
“ bring down my houfe to the plain, but will fix it 
undicr the hill, that your dwellings may overlook 
“ that of your fuf^eded countryman. Let thofe 
“ build on the Velian mount to whom ye can better 
“ intrufl your liberty, than to Publius Valerius.” 
Immediately all the materials were brouglit down 
from the Velian mount, and the houfe was built at 
the foot of tlie hill, where the temple of victory now 
Hands. > , 

VIII. Some laws were then propofed by the con- 
ful, which not only cleared him from all fufpicion of 
a dcfign to polTcfs hinifclf of regal power, but whofc 
tendency was fo contrary thereto, that they even ren- 
dered him popular, and from thence he acquired the 
furname of Pubheoia. Such, particularly, was that 
concerning an appeal to the people againll the de- 
crees of tlic magiflrates, and tliat wliich devoted 
both the perfon, and goods, of any v/ho fiiould form 
a dcfign of afrumi’''g Tcgal power. Thefe laws 
were highly rxcrptable to the populace, and, having 
efteded tlie ratification of them, while alone in of- 
fice, in order that the credit of them might be en- 
tirely his own, he then licld an aflembly f ur the elec- 
tion of a rev/ colleague. 'I'he conful eleded was 
Sjiuriiis Lucretius, who, being far advanced in years, 
and too feeble to fupport the duties of his office, 
died in a few days after. Marcus Iloratius Pulvillus 
was fiibtiitutecl in the room of l.ucrctius. In fome 
old W'riters I find no mention of Lucretius as conful ; 
they place floratius as imuiediate fucceflbr to Bru- 
: I fuppofe he was not taken notice ofi bccauie 
' his 
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his confulate was not fignalized by any important ® ® 0 
tranfaftion. The temple of Jupiter in the Capitol j 

had not yet been dedicated ; the confuls Valerius and Y, Ritfs- 
Horatius caft lots which Ihould perform the dedica- c. s«>lr- 
tion, and it fell to Horatius. Publicola fet out to 
conduft the war againfl; the Vcientians. The friends 
of Valerius lliewed more difpleafure,than theoccafion 
merited, at the dedication of a temple fo celebrated 
being given to Horatius. Having endeavoured, by 
every means, to prevent its taking place, and all their 
attempts having f-iiled of fuccefs, when the confui 
had already laid his hand on the door-poft, and was 
employed in offering prayers to the gods, they haftily 
addreffed him with the fhocking intelligence, that his 
fon was dead, and infilfed that his family being thus 
defiled, he could not dedicate the temple. Whether 
he doubted the truth of the intelligence, or whether 
it was owing to great firmnefs of rrrind, we are not in- 
formed with certainty, nor is it eafy to conjefture ; 
but he was no farther diverted from the bulinefs he 
was engaged in, by that information, than juft to give 
orders that the body fhould be buried ; and, ftill 
holding the poll, he finifhed his prayer, and dedicated 
the temple. Such were the tranfaftions at home and 
abroad, which occurred during the firft year after the 
expulfion of the royal family. The next confuls ap- y. R.a+s. 
pointed were, Publius V.aierius, a fecond time, and B. c. i»6. 
Titus Lucretius. 

IX. Meanwhile, the Tarquinii had carried their 
complaints to Lars Porfena, king of Clufium j and 
there, mixing admonitions with intreaties, they at 
one time befought him that he would not fuffer 
them, who derived their origin from Etruria, and 
were of the fame blood and name, to fpend their 
lives in poverty and exile j then warned him not 
“ to let this new pradlice of dethroning kings pro- 
« cecd without chaftifement ; reminding him, that 

liberty had in itfelf fufficient fweets to allure others 

« to 
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® 0.0 K « to follow the example, unlcfs kings would fhew 
y ^ ’ ■ ** the fame degree of vigour, in fupport of kingly 

*46. “ power, which the people exerted to wreft it from 
®.C. 506. « them : the higheft ranks would be reduced to a 
level with the lowcft : tliere would be no digni- 
“ ty, no pre-eminence among the fevcral members 
“ of fociety : there would loon be an end of regal 
power, an inftitution which among gods and men 
was held in the^ higheft degree of eftimation.” 
Porfena, confiderlng it as highly conducive to the 
honour of Etruria, that there (hould be ’ a king at 
Rome, and alfo that that king ftiould be of Etruri- 
an race, led an army to Rome, determined to fup- 
port his pretenfions by force of arms. Never on 
any former occalion were the fenate ftruck with 
fuch terror, fo powerful was the ftate of Clufium 
at that time, and fo great the name of Porfena : nor 
were they in dreati of their enemies only, but alfo of 
their own countrymen; left the Roman populace, 
overcome by their fears, might admit the kings into 
the city, and, for the fake of peace, fubmit to flavery. 
The feijate, therefore, at this fcafon praftifed many 
conciliatory meafures toward the commons: their 
fiift care was applied to the markets, and people 
were font, fome to the Volfcians, others to Cuma:, 
to purchafe corn ; the privilege alfo of felling fait, 
becaufo the price had been raifed to an extravagant 
lieight, was taken out of the hands of private perfons, 
^ind placed entirely under the management of go- 
vernment ; the commons' were alfo exempted from 
port duties, and taxes; that the public expences 
might fall upon the rich, who were equal to the bur- 
then, the poor paying tax fufficient if they educated 
their children. This indulgent care (hewn by the 
fenate, prcfcrved fuch harmony in the ftate, even 
during the people’s fevere fufferings afterwards, from 
%ge, and femine,, that the name of king was not 
abhorred by the higheft, than by the lowcft ; 
1^ did any fingle perfon, in after times, ever ac- 

quire 
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quire fuch a high degree of popularity by artful in- ^ 
trigues, as the whole fcnate then obtained by their 
wife adminiftration. y.R. *4$, 

X. As the enemy drew nigh, every one removed 
haftily from the country into the city, on every fide 
of which ftrong guards were polled. Some parts 
feemed well fccured by the walls, others by the Ti- 
ber running clofe to them. The Sublician bridge 
was very near affording the enemy an entrance, had 
it not been for one man, Horatius Codes ; no other 
bulwark had the fortune of Rome on that day. He 
happened to be polled on guard at the bridge, and 
when he faw the Janiculqtn taken by a fudden af- 
fault, and the enemy pouting down from thence in 
full 4>ecd, his countrymen In diforder and confufion, 
no longer attempting oppofidon, but quitting their 
ranks, he caught hold of every one that he could, 
endeavoured to ftop tliem, and appealing to gods 
and men, alfured them, that “ it was in vain tHat 
“ they fled, after deferring the poll which could 
proted them ; that if they pafled the bridge, and 
left it behind them, they would foon fee greater 
“ numbers of the enemy in the Palatium and the 
” Capitol, than in the Janiculums wherefore he 
advifed and warned them to break down the 
bridge, by their fwords, fire, or any other eflec- 
« tual means, while he Ihould fuftain the attack of 
the enemy, as long as it was poffiblc for one per- 
fon to withftand them.” He then advanced to 
the firft entrance of the bridge, and being cafily dif- 
tinguifhed from thofe who Ihcwed their backs in rC'^ 
treating from the fight, by his facing to the front, 
with his arms prepared for aiflion, he aftonilhed the 
enemy by fuch wonderful intrepidity 5 Aamc how- 
ever prevailed on two to remain with him, Spurius 
Tartius, and Titus Herminius, both of i^cm men of 
diftinguifhed families and charafters : with their af- 
fiftance he, for ^ time, fupporijeti tHc firft ftorm of 
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,® P 'P K the danger, and the moft furious part of the fight ; 
.. then, when only a final] part of the bridge was left, 

and thofe who were employed in breaking it down 
lWC. 5 «fi. called upon t'lem to retire, he obliged thefe alfo to 
* retire to a place of fafcty j then darting fierce me- 

nacing looks at each of the leaders of the Etrurians, 
he fometimes challenged them fingly, fomefimes up- 
braided them all together, as Oaves of haughty 
kings, who, incapablp of relifliing liberty thenifelves, 
had come to wreft it from others. For a confider- 
able time they hcfitated, each looking about for 
fome other to begin the combat : fiiame at length 
put their troops in motion, and fetting up a fiiout 
they poured their javelins from all Tides againft their 
finglc opponent : all which having fluck in the Oiield 
with which he guarded hirnfelf, and lie ftill perfifting 
with the fume undaunted refolution, and with haugh- 
ty llrides, to keep*pollenion of the bridge, they had 
now refolvcd, by making a violent pufh, to thruft 
him down from it, when the craih of the falling 
bridge, and at the fame time a fiiout raifed by the 
Romans, for joy at having completed their purpofe, 
filled them with fudden dil'may, anti flopped them 
from proceeding in the attempt. Then Cocks fays, 
“ Holy father, 'j'iberinus, I befcech thee to receive 
“ thefe arms, and this thy Ibldier, into thy propitious 
“ flream.” V7ith thele words, armed as he was, he 
leaped down into tlie Tiber, and through fhowers of 
darts which fell around him, iwam fafe acrofs to his 
friends, having exhibited a degree of intrepidity 
which, in after times, was more generally celebrated, 
than believed. The ftate fliewcd a grateful fenfe of 
fuch high defert ; a flatue was erefted to him in the 
Comitium, and a portion of land was given to him, 
as large as he could plough completely in one day. 
The zeal of private perfons too was confpicuous, 
Rjfnidft the honours conferred on him by the public j 
fcarcity then was, every one contri- 
te him, in proportion to the flock 

of 


great as the 
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of their family, abridging themfclves of their own B o 0 
proper fupport. , ^ 

V.R.* 4 «. 

XI. PoRSENA, difappointed of fiiccefs in this firft B- C»so«. 
effort, changed his plan from an aflault to a block- 
ade ; and, leaving a force fufficient to fcciire the Ja- 
niculum, encamped his main body in the plain along 
the bank of the Tiber, and collected fhips from all 
quarters, both to guard the paffage, that no corn 
Ihculd be conveyed to Rome, and alfo to enable his 
troops to crofs over the river, in different places, as 
occafion offered, to lay walle the country. In a fhort 
time he extended his depredations, fo fuccefsfully, 
through every part of the Roman territories, that 
people were obliged to convey not only their other 
effedls, but even their cattle, into the city, nor would 
any one venture to drive them out of the gates. 

The Etrurians were permitted to aft in this uncon- 
trolled manner, not fo much throiigh fear, as defign 5 
for Valerius the conful, intent on gaining an oppor- 
tunity of making an unexpefted attack on a large 
number of them, at a time when they were unpre- 
pared, purpofely overlooked trifling advantages, re- 
ferving his force for a fevere revenge on a more im- 
portant occafion. With this view, in order td allure 
the plunderers, he gave orders to his men that next 
day a great many of them fnould drive out fome cat- 
tle through the Efquiline gate, which was at the 
oppofite fide from the enemy; judging that diefc 
would foon get informal ion of it, becaule, during 
the blockade, and the fcarcity of provifions, many 
of the flaves turned traitors and dcl’crtetl. Accord- 
ingly they were infoi med of it by a deferter, and 
palfcd over the river in much greater numbers than 
ufual, in hopes of getting poil'dTion of the entire 
booty. Publius Valerius then ordered Titus Iler- 
minius, with a Ihiall body of men, to lie concealed 
near the two mile ftohe oa the Gabian road; Spuri- 
us Lartius, with a body of light armed troops, to 

ftund 
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ijfi 0.0 K ftand at the Colline gate, until the enemy fhould 
5 ^ ' f pafs by, and then to take poft in their rear, fo as to 

cut off their retreat to the river : the other conful, 
Titus Lucretius, with fome companies of foot, 
marched out of the Naevian gate; Valerius himfelf 
led down his chofen cohorts, from the Coelian mount, 
and thefc were the firft who were obferved by the 
enemy. Herminius, as foon as he found that the 
alarm was taken, rufhed out from his ambufh, to 
take his foare in the fray, and while the Etrurians 
were bufied in forming an oppofition to Valerius, 
fell upon their rear : the Ihout was returned, both 
from the right and from the left ; from the Colline 
gate on one hand, and the Nrevian on the other. 
The plunderers being thus furrounded, deftitute of 
ftrength to make head againft their adverfaries, and 
Ihut out from all pofiibility of a retreat, were cut to 
pieces. After this the Etrurians confined their ra- 
vages to narrower limits. 

^XII. The fiege continued notwithftanding, and 
provifions becoming exceedingly fcarce and dear, 
Porfena entertained hopes, that, by rcnlaining quiet 
in his prefent pofition, he Ibould become mailer of 
the city ; when Caius Mucius, a noble youth, filled 
widi indignation on refledling that the Roman peo- 
ple, while they were in bondage under their kings, 
were never in any war befieged by any enemy, and 
that the fame people, now in a ftate of freedom, 
were held befieged, by thofe very Etrurians, whofe 
armies they had often routed, refolved therefore, by 
fome great and daring effort, to remove fuch re- 
proach. At firft he defigned to make his way into 
the enemy’s camp, without communicating his in- 
tention i but afterwards, dreading, left, if he Ihould 
go without the order of the confuls, and the know- 
k^dge of any, be might be apprehended by the Ro- 
,, mEtt , guards, and brought back as a defcrtcr, an^ 
■il^pnitatioh for which the prefent circumftances of 
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the city would afford plaulible grounds, he applied B o O' 15, 
to the fenate, and told them, “ Fathers, I intend . . 

“ to crofs the Tiber, and to enter, if I can, the ene- y.R^+is, 
" my’s camp, not to feek for plunder, or to revenge i®** 
“ their depredations in kind ; the blow which I me- 
ditate, with the aid of the gods, is of more impor- 
tance.” The fenate gave their approbation, and 
he fet out with a I'word concealed under his garment. 

When he came into the camp, he took his place clofe 
to the king’s tribunal, where a very great crowd was 
aflembled. It happened that, at this time, the fol- 
diers were receiving their pay, and a fccretary, fit- 
ting befide the king, and drelTed nearly in the fame 
manner, adbed a principal part in the bufinefs, and 
to him the foldiers generally addrefled themfelves. 

Mucius, not daring to enquire which was Porfena, 
left his not knowing the king fiiould difcover what 
he was, fortune blindly diredting the ftroke where it 
was not intended, flew the fecret^ry, inftead of the 
king. Then endeavouring to make his efcape 
through a paffage, which with his bloody weapon 
he cleared for himfelf among the difmayed crowd, a- 
concourfe of the foldiers being attradted by the noife, 
he was feized by the king’s lin;-guards, and dragged 
back. Standing there Angle, among a crowd of ene- 
mies, before the king’s tribunal, even in this fituation, 
in the midft of fortune’s fevereft threats, fliewing 
himfelf more capable of infpiring terror, than of feel- 
ing it, he fpoke to this effedt, “ I am a Roman ci- 
" tizen, my name is Caius Mucius. As an enemy, 

** I intended to have flain an enemy, nor is ray refo- 
** lution lefs firmly prepared to fuffer death, than to 
" inflidt it. It is the part of a Roman both to adt, 
and to fuffer, with fortitude : nor am I the only one 
who have harboured fuch defigns againft you. 

There is a long lift, after me, of candidates for the 
“ fame glorious diftindfion. Prepare therefore, if 
« you choofe, for a conreft of this fort, wherein 
you muft every hour engage at the hazard of your 
4 « life. 
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'B o_o K « lifcj and have the enemy and the fword contirtir- 


“ each of us, feparately.’* The king, inflamed with ^ 
rage, and, at the lame time, terrified at tlic danger, 
having, with fevere menaces, ordered fires to be 
kindled round him, unlefs he inftantly explained 
what thofe plots were, with which he threatened him 
in thofe ambiguous expreflions, “ Behold,” liiid he, 

" and percci\ e what little account is made of the 
" body, by thofe vvlio have in view the attainment 
“ of great glory and rhrufting his right hand into 
a chating-dilh of coals which had been kindled for 
the purpofe of a lacrifice, held t there to burn, as if 
he were void of all fcnle of feeling: on which the 
king thunderftruck in a manner, by fuch aftonilhing 
behaviour, leaped, from his feat, ordered the youth 
to be removed from the altars, and faid to him. 
Retire, in fafety, for the treatment which you in- 
“ tended for me, was mild in comparifon of that 
“* which you have praftifed on yourfelf. I Ihould 
“ wifh increafe and fuccefs to your bravery, if that 
“ bravery were exerted on the fide of my own coun- 
“ try. flowever, I dilini/" you untouched and un- 
hurt ; and difeharge you from the j)enalties, 
which, by the laws of war, I mighi inflidl.” 
Mucius then, as if to make a return for this a£t of 
favour, told him, “ Since I find you difpofed to ho- 
" nour braver)', that you may obtain from me, by 
“ kindnels, what you coujd not by threats, know, 
that three hundred of us, the principal youths in 
“ Rome, have bound ourl'clvcs to each other by an 
Q^tby to attack you in this manner •, my lot hap- 
“ pened to be firft ; the others will, be with you, 
each in his turn, according as the lot Ihall fet him 
foremoft, until fortune Ihall afford an opportunity 
::ff ,i^f iucceeding agaiiift you.” 

Xin* Mucius, 


“ ally m the porch of your pavilion j this is the kind 
V<.R.a^. " ofwar in which we, Roman youths, engage againft 
io«. fc yoy . pQj 2 JJ army in the field, nor in battle ; 
“ the affair will reft between your fingle perfon, and 
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XIII. Mucius, who afterwards got the furname B 0 O K 
of Scajvolaj or the left-handed, from the lofs of his 
riglit iiand, being thus diftnifTed, was followed to y,r. * 4 $. 
Rome’ by ambafladors from Porfcna. He had been 5®** 
lb deeply affeded by the danger to which he had 
been rxpofcd, in the firft attempt, from which no- 
thing had protefted him, but the miftake of the af- 
failant j and by the confidcration that he was to un- 
dergo the lame Im^ard, as many times as the number 
of the other cor''nrators amounted to, that he thought 
proper, ofhis own accord, to olFer terms of accom- 
modation to the Romans. During the negotiation, 
mention was made, to no purpofe, of the reftoration 
of the Tarquinian fimily to the throne; and this 
propolal he made, rather becaule he had not been 
able to refufe it to . .e Tarquinii, than from enter- 
taining the flightctt expectation of its being accepted 
by the Romans. He carried the point, rcfpefting 
the giving up of the lands taken from the Veientians, 
and compelled the Romans to fubmit to give hoft- • 
ages, if they wilhed to fee his forces withdrawn from 
the Janiculum. Peace being concluded on thcfe 
terms, Porfena withdrew his troops from the Jani- 
culum, and retired out of the Roman territories. 

To Caius Mr'-his, as a rewas ’ ofhis valour, the Ic- 
nate gave a ‘..icl of grov-.d on the other fide of the 
Tiber, wh.ch was afterwards called the Mucian 
meaaov>rs; a-'d, fuch honour being paid to courage, 
excited eve-, the other fexto merit public diftinCtions. 

A young lady called Cloelia, one of the hoftages, the 
•camp of the Etrurians happening to be pitched at a 
fmall dillance from the banks of the Tiber, evaded 
the vigilance of the guards, and, at the head of a band 
of young ladies, fwam acrofs the Tiber, through a 
fliowcr of darts dilcharged at them by the enemy, 
and reftored them all, in fafety, to their friends at 
Rome. When the king was informed of this, be- 
ing at firft highly inctnfed, he lent envoys to Rome, 
to infift on the reftoration of the hoftage Cloelia i as 

VOL. I. K to 
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ftjcwcd little concern. But his paffion, 
in a little time,- being converted into admiration, he 
T.K. *46 • fpoke of her exploit as fuperior to thofe of Codes 
>. C. 506. Muciusj and declared, that, as, in cafe the 
hoftage fliould not be given up, he would confider 
the treaty as broken off; fo, if Ihe Ihould be furren- 
dered, he would fold her back to her friends in lafc- 
ty. Both parties behaved with honour; the Ro- 
mans, on their fide, returned the pledge of peace, 
agreeably to the treaty, and with the Etrurian king 
merit found, not fecurity only, but honours. After 
bellowing high compliments on the lady, he told 
her, that he made her a prefent of half of the hof- 
tages, with full liberty to choole fuch as Ihe liked. 
When they were all drawn out before lier, Ihe is faid 
to have chofen the very young boys, which was not 
only confonaiit to maiden delicacy, but, in the uni- 
verlal opinion o^the hoftages themfclves, highly rca- 
fonable, that thofe who were of fuch an age as was 
, moft liable to injury, Ihould, in preference, be deli- 
vered out of the hands of enenfiies. Peace being 
thus re-cftablillied, the Romans rewarded this in- 
ftance of intrepidity, fo uncommon in the female fex, 
with a mark of honour as uncommon : and an equef- 
trian ftatue, erected at the head of the facred ftreet, 
where the lady was rcprel’ented litting on an horlc. 

/ 

XIV. Very inconfiftent with this peaceful man- 
ner, in which the Etrurian king retired from the 
city, is the practice handed down from early times, 
and continued, among other cullomary ufages, even 
in our own days, of proclaiming at public fales, that 
they arc felling the goods of &ng Porfena : which 
cullom muft neceffarily ekher have taken its rife, 
originally, during the war, and have been continued 
after in time of peace ; or, it muft be derived from 
a milder fource, than feems to be imported by the 
_^xprcflion, which intimates as if the goods for fale 
^ere taken from an enemy. Of the leveral accounts 
uli ■ ■ 6 - which 
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wliicli have been given, this feems to be the neareft ® 
h> truth : that Porfena, on retiring from the Janicu- 
lum, rriade a prefent to the Romans of his camp, Y.R. »*«*. 
which was plentifully ftored with provifions, collect- 5"** 
ed from the neighbouring fertile lands of Etruria, 
the city at that time labouring under a fcarcity, in 
confequence of the long fiege and left the populace. 

If permitted, might feize on them, as the fpoil of an 
enemy, they were fet up to fale, and called the goods 
of Porfena j the appellation denoting rather grati- 
tude for the gift, than an audion of the king’s pro- 
perty, which, befides, never came into the power of 
the Romans. After he liad put an end to- the war 
with Rome, Porfena, that he might not appear to 
have led his troops into thofe countries to no pur- 
pofe, lent his fon Aruns, with half of his forces, to lay 
liege to Aricia : the unexpedednefs of the attack 
ftruck the Aricians at firft with difirnay 5 but after- 
wards having colleded aid, both from the Latine 
dates, and from Cumte, they affitmed fuch confi- • 
dence, as to venture an engagement in tlie field : at 
the beginning of the battle, the Etrurians rulhed on 
fo furioufly, that at the very firft onfet they put the 
Aricians to the roUt : the cohorts from Gumse, op- 
pofjng art to force, moved a little to one fide ; and 
when the enemy, in the impetuofity of their career, 
had palled them by, faced about, and attacked their 
rear : by thefc means the Etrurians, after having al- 
moft gained the vidory, were furrounded and cut to 
pieces : a very fmall part of them, their general be- 
ing loft, and no place of fafety nearer, made the bell: 
of their way to Rome, without arms, and in their 
circumftanccs and appearance merely like fuppliants j 
there they were kindly received, and provided with 
lodgings ; when their wounds were cured, fonie of 
them returned home, and gave an account of the 
hofpitality and kindnefs which they had experienced. 

A great number remained at Rome, induced by the 
regard which they had contradked for their hofts iuldl 
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B 0^0 K foj. the eJty ; they had ground allotted to them for 
" building houlfes, which was afterwards called the 
Tufcan ftreet. 

B C * 0 ^’ confuls eleded were Publius Lu- 

■ cretiusj and Publius Valerius Publicola a third time. 
.During this year, anibalTadors came from Porfcna, 
for the laft time, about reftoring T'arquinius to the 
thione. The anfwer given to them was, that the fe~ 
nate would fend anibafliidors to the king; and ac- 
cordingly, without delay, a deputation, confifting of 
the pcrlbns of the highcft dignity among the fenators, 
was fcnt with orders to acquaint him, that “ it was 
“ not becaufe their anfwer might not have been 
giveji in thefe few words, that the kings would 
“ not be admitted, that they had chofen to fend a 
“ feledk number of their body to him, rather than 
“ to give the anfwer to his arnbafladors at Rome ; 
“ but in order that an end might be put for ever 
“ to all mention of that bufinefs ; and that the inter- 
“ courfe of mutual kindnefs, at prefent fubfifting 
“ between them, might not be difturbed by the un- 
“ eafmcfs which muft arife to both parties, if he 
“ were to requeft what would be deflrudtive of the 
“ liberty of the Roman people ; and the Romans, 
** unlels they cholc to comply at the expence of 
their own ruin, muft give a refufal to a peifon, to 
whom they would wilh to refufe nothing : that the 
** Roman people were not under regal government, 
“ but in a ftate of freedom, and were fully deter- 
** mined to open their gates to declared enemies, 
** rather than to kings : that this was the fixed re- 
“ folution of every one of them ; that the liberty of 
“ the city, and the city itfelf, Ihould have the fame 
“ period of exiftcnce ; and, therefore, to intreat 
him, that, if he w'ilhed the fafety of Rome, he 
** would allow it to continue in the enjoyment of 
f* liberiy." The king, convinced of the im^^ropri- 
tty of interfering any fatth<jr, i eplicd, “ Since this 



O F R 0 M E. 133 

*• is your fixed and unalterable refolution, I will nei- BOOK 
“ ther teizc you by a repetition of fruitlefs applica- . _ * . 
" tions, on the fame fubjeft, nor will I difappoint Y.R. >47, 
“ the Tarquinii, by giving hopes of afliftance, which S"S* 

they mult not expert from me. - Let them, whe- 
ther they look for war or for quiet, feek fome 
other refidence in their exile, that there may fub- 
“ fift no caufe of jealoufy, to difturb, henceforward, 
the good underftanding, which I wilh to maintain 
between you and me.” To thefc cxprelfions he ‘ 
added afts ftill more friendly} the hoftages, which 
remained in his polfeflion, he reftored, and gave 
back the Vcientian land, of which the Romans had 
been deprived by the treaty at the Janiculum. Tar- 
quinius, finding all hopes of his reftoration cut off, 
retired for refuge to Tufculum, to his father-in-law, 
Mamilius Oftavius. Thus peace and confidence 
were firmly eftablilhed between the Romans and 
Porfena. 

XVI. The next confuls were Marcus Valerius ^.R. *49. 
and Publius Poftumius. During this year, war was 
carried on, with fuccefs, againft the Sabines, and the 
confuls had the honour of a triumph. The Sabines, 
afterwards, preparing to renew the war, in a more 
formitlable manner, to oppoie them, and, at the 
fame time, to guard againfl any fudden danger which 
might arilefrom the fide of Tufculum, where, though 
war was not openly declared, there was reafon to 
apprehend that it w.ts intended, Publius Valerius, a y.r. 150. 
fourth time, and 'I'itiis Lucretius, a fccond time, were s®*- 
chofen confuls. A fedition, which broke out among 
the Sabines, between the advocates for peace and 
tholl* for war, was rlio means of transferring a con- 
fidcrablc part of theirfi rengthtothc fide of the Ro- 
mans. For Atta Cl^ufus, called afterwards at 
Rome Appius Claudius, being zealous in favour of 
jxaorfiil mrafures, but overpowered by the turbulent 
pj omotcrs of war, and unable to make heat} againft 
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? 9 .p *^thcir faftion, withdrew from Regillum to Rouie, ac- 
« ■i-t^;ri j qompanicd by a numerous body of adherents ♦. The I'e 
:Y.k, *50. were admitted to the rights of citizens, and had land 
C. JO*, afligned them beyond the Anio, They have been call • 
cd the old Claudian Tribe, to diftinguitb them from 
the new members, who, coming from the fame part 
of the country, were afterwards added to that tribe. 
Appius was elefted into the fenate, and foon acquired 
^ reputation among the moft eminent. The confuls, 
in profecution of^the war, marched their army into 
the Sabine territories j and, after reducing the pow- 
er of the entmy, by wafting their lands, and after- 
wards in battle, to iuch a degree, that diere was, no 
room to apprehend a renewal of lioftilities in that 
quarter, for a long time to come, returned in tri- 
Y.R. *si. umph to Rome. In the enfuing year, when Agrippa 
Menenius and Publius Poftumius were confuls, died 
Publius Valerius, a man univerfally allowed to have 
excelled all othfcrs, in fuperior talents both for war 
and peace, full of glory, but in fuch flender circum- 
ftances, that he left not fufficient to defray the charges 
of his funeral. He was buried at the expcnce of the 
public, and the matrons went into mourning for him, 
as they had done for Brutus. During the lame year, 
?wo of the Latine colonies, Pometia and Cora, re- 
volted to the Auruncians, and war was undertaken 
againft that people ; a very numerous army, with 
which they boldly attempted to oppofe the confuls, 
who were entering their borders, was entirely routed, 
and the Auruncians compelled to make their laft 
iland at Pometia : nor was the carnage lefs after the 
battle was over, than during its continuance ; there 
were greater numbers flain than taken, and thofe who 
were made prifoners, were in general put to death j 
pay, in the violence of their rage, which ought to be 
confined to foes in arms, the enemy fpared not even 
the hoftages, three hundred of whoAi had been for- 

' Not left than five thoufaml families acconnpanifd him. 

meily 
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mcrly put into their hands. During this year dfo ® ® j®’® 
there was a triumph at Rome. . 

V«K« *5** 

XVII. The fucceeding confuls, Opiter Virglnius 
and S purius Caffius, attacked Pometia>at firft by ftorm, 
afterwards by regular approaches*! The Auruncians, 
actuated rather by implacable hatred, than by any 
hope of fuccels, and without waiting for a favourable 
opportunity, refolved to make an attack on them i 
and, fallying out, greater numbers of them armed 
with fire, than with fwords, they filled every place with 
(laughter and confiagration; and, befides burning the 
machines, and killing and wounding great numbers 
of their enemies, were very near killing one of the 
confuls, which of them, writers do not inform us, 
who was grievoufly wounded, and thrown from his 
horfe. The troops, thus foiled in their enterprizc, 
returned to Rome, leaving the conful, whofe reco- 
very was doubtful, together with ^ great number of 
wounded. After a (hort interval, juft fufficient for 
the curing of their wounds, and recruiting the army. 


* Orig. r?, Jelttde vhetSf afiiffue eperikut^ The great dlf(icu1t]r 
of tranflaiion confilts in the impoffibility of finding correfponding 
terms. The modern art of war differs, fo entirely, from the ancient, 
owing to the various improvements that have been introduced into that 
deftruAive Icicncc, during a period of more than two thoufand years, 
and principally to the invention of gunpowder, that the ancient modes 
of attack and defence, as well as the various military machines, ai-e 
not only now difufed, but even no equivalent terms can, in any of 
the inoilern languages, be found for them. Thus, in tiie above paf. 
fage, wherein the tranflator has taken the liberty, rather of deferimng 
the operation, than tranflating the original, the word wnea occurs ; 
this, as Vegetiiis informs us, was a machine conftrufled of timbers, 
ftronglv framed together, mounted on wheels and coveied with hurdles, 
over which was put a quantity of earth ; the affailants, thus protefled 
Ogainft the miflile weapons of the enemy, moved forward the machine ; 
and, under cover of it, endeavoured to beat down, or undei-mine, the 
walls* The tranftator hem begs leave, once for all, to obferve, that 
he will often take the liberty, he has done in this place, of dropping 
terms, which cannot be tranAated ; and which, if left unU’anAated in 
the text, could convey no idea whatever to the ^nglifh leader j endea- 
vouring however, he hojies not unruccefsfully, by a fhort defeription, or 
flight circurnlocuri^n, to make his author's meaning fufEciently in- 
teiligible* 

K 4 they 
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renewed their operations againft Pometiaj, with 
redoubled fury, and augmented ftrength j and When 

Yv1|<»s»; they had a-new completed their military works, the 
foldiers being juft on the point of Icaling the walls, 
the garrilbn capitulated. However, although the ci- 
ty had furrcndered, the chiefs of the Auruncians were 
from all parts dragged to execution, with the fame de- 
gree' of cruelty, as if it had been taken by aflault : the 
Other members of the colony were fold by auftion : 
the town was demoliftied, and the land fet up to fale. 
The conftils obtaine'd a triumph, rather in confidcra- 
tion of their having gratified the people’s refentment 
by feverc revenge, than of the magnitude of the war 
which they had brought to a conclufion, 

B.C.499! XVIII. The following year the confuls were 
Poftumus Cominius and Titus L.artius. In that year 
fornc Sabine youtlis having, through wantonnefs, ufed 
violence to fome eourtezans at Rome, during the ce- 
lebration of the public games, and a mob aflcmbling, 
a feuffle enfued, wliich might almoft be called a bat- 
tle ; and, from this trifling caufe, matters leemed to 
have talten a tendency towards a renewal of hof- 
tilitics. Befides the apprehcnfion of a war with the 
Sabines, there was another affair which created much 
unealineff ; undoubted intelligence was received, that 
thirty ftates had already formed a confpiracy, at the 
inftigauon of Octavius Mamilius, While the ftate 
remained in this perplexity, looking forward with 
anxious apprehenflon to the iffue of fuch a perilous 
conjuncture, mention was made, for the firft time, of 
creating a dictator f. But jn what year, or who the 

• The diftator was an officer endued with abfulutc authority over 
aU orders and bodies of men whatever ^ and from whom there was, in 
the ^r|y times of the republic, no appeal. He could not hold the 
office longer than fix months, nor go out of Italy^ nor could he march 
hoifeback without leave prcvioully obtained from the people. It 
the pra^lioe, that one of the confuls, in the night, within the 
'tta’l'itory of the republic^ named the difkator j and it was lequiicc; that 
nomination ffioyld' be conhnped by aufpiccs. 

i. confuli 
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confuls were, who could not be confided in, bccaulc book, 
they were of the Tarquinian faftion, for that alfo is . ; 

related, or who was the firft perfon created didlator, y.K 
we have no certain information. In the tnoft ancient C. 499* ' 
• writers however, I find it afferted, that the firft di£ta- 
tor created was Titus Lartius, and that Spurius 
Caflius was appointed mafter of the horfe. They 
chofe men of confular dignity, as ordered by the law 
enaded concerning the creating of a didator. For 
this reafon, I am the more induced to believe, that 
I.artius, who was of confular dignity, rather than 
Manius Valerius, Ton of Marcus, and grandfon of 
V Volefus, who had not yet been conful, was placed 
over the confuls, as their diredor and mafter ; as, 
even if it had been thought proper, that the didator 
fliould be chofen out of that particiftar family, they 
would much rather have eleded the father, Marcus 
Valerius, a man of approved merit, and of confular 
dignity. On this firft creation* of a didator at 
Rome, the populace, feeing the axes carried before 
him, were ftruck with fuch terror, as made therft 
more attentive to obedience of orders; for they 
could not now, as under confuls who were equal in 
authority, hope for protedion, from one of them, 
againft' the other ; neither was there any appeal, nor 
any* other means, whatever, of impunity, but prompt 
obedience. Even the Sabines were alarmed at tlie 
appointment of a didator by the Romans, die more 
fo, bccaufe they fuppofed that it was to ad againft 
them that he had been appointed; they therefore 
fent ambafliidors to treat of an accommodation; 
who, requefting of the didator and fenate,,that they, 
would pardon the mifeondud of thoughtlefs young 
men, were anfwered, that pardon might be granted 
to young men, but not to' the old, who made it their 
ronftant pradice to kindle one war after another. 

1 lowever, a negotiation was entered into for an ac-. 
commodation, and it would have been concluded, if 
the Sabines had been fatisfied to reimburfe die coftji 

expended 
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* *■ condition 

. . required. War was jiroclaimcd, but a tacit fufpen- 
lion of hoftiiities continued during the remainder of 
the year. 


Y.R.*54.. XIX. The confuls of the next year were Servius 
R.c. 498. Sulpicius, and Manius Tullius. Nothing worth men- 
tion occurred. Then fuccecdcd Titus iEbutius and 
Caius Vetufius. In their confulatej Fidcnae was be- 
Jieged, Cruftumeria taken, Praencftc revolted from 
the Latines to the Romans, and a Latine war, the 
, feeds of which had, for feveral years paft, been 
growing to maturity, could now be no longer de- 
V.R. 155. ferred. Aulus Poftumius diftator, and Titus ^bu- 
®*c.497. tjyg mafter of the horfe, marching out a numerous 
army of cavalry and infentry, met the forces of the 
enemy at the lake RegUlus, in the territory of Tuf- 
culum } and, as it was known that the Tarquinii were 
in the army of the Latines, the rage of the Romans 
^ould not be rcftrained, but they infilled on engag- 
ing inftantly i for which reafon, this battle was un- 
ufually obftinate and bloody ; for the generals not 
only performed the duty of direfting every thing, 
by their judgment, but, expofing their own perfons, 
mixed with the combatants, and lhared the fight •, 
and fcarcely one of the principal officers of cither 
army left the field without being wounded, except 
the Roman diftator. As Poftumius was encourag- 
ing and marlhalling his men, in the firft line, Tar-r 
quinius Superbus, though now enfeebled by age, 
fpurred on his horfe furioully againft him ; but re- 
ceiving a blow fiom one fide, was quickly furround- 
ed by his own men, and carried off to a place of 
fefcty. ' On the other wing, Aibutius, the mafter of 
the horfe, made an attack on Odtavius Mamilius ; 
nor was his approach unobferved by the I'ufculan 
general, who, on his part, advanced in full career to 
meet him, and each aiming his fpear at his antago- 
i they encountered with luch violence, that the 


arn^ 
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arm of ^budus was pierced through, and Mami- * 0 -a K 
lius received a wound in his breaftj the latter was ■ , 
received by the Ladnes into a place of fafety, in their YJi. 
fecond linej ^budus, difablcdby the wound in his 
arm from wiclding^ a weapon, retired from the fight: 
the Latine getieral, not in the leafr difpirited by his 
wound, continued his vigorous exertions and per- 
ceiving his men begin to give ground, lent for a 
cohort of Roman exiles, commanded by Lucius thff 
fon of Tarquiniusj thefe, fighdng under theimpulle 
of keen relentment, on account of their having been 
deprived of their property, and of their country, 
kept their battle for Ibme time in ful^nfe. 

XX, The Romans now giving way on that fide, 

Marcus Valerius, brother of Publicola, obferving 
young Tarquinius, with oftentatious fiercenefr, exhi- 
biting his prowefs in the front gf the exiles, and in- 
flamed with a defire of fupporting the glory of his' 
houfe, that the fame family which enjoyed the hoi\our , 
of having expelled the royal family, might alfo be 
fignalized by their deftruftion, fet fpurs to his horfe, 
and, with his javelin prefented, made towards Tar- 
quinius i Tarquinius avoided this violent adverfary, 
by retiring into the body of his men, and Valerius 
ralhly pufhing forward into the line of the exiles, 
was attacked, and run through, by fome perfon on 
one fide of him, and as the horfe’s Ipecd was in no 
degree checked by the wound of the rider, the ex- 
piring Roman fupk to the earth, his arms falling 
over his body. Pollumius the diftator, feeing a 
man of fuch rank flain, the exiles advancing to the 
charge with fierce jmpe^uofity, his own men dif- 
beartened, and giving way, iflued orders to his own 
cohort, a chofen band which he kept about his per- 
fon as a guard, that they Ihould treat as an enemy, 
every man of their own army whom they Ihould fee 
retreating ; meeting danger thus on both fides, the 
jliomafis, wi^o were flying, faced about againfr the 

■ enemy. 
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li o o K enemyj and renewed the fight ; the diftafor’s coliort 
. then, for the firft time, engaged in battle j and, with 

Mt. frclh ftrength and fpirits, falling on the exiles, who 
wr- were exhaufted w'ith fatigue, made great daughter of 
them } on this occafion another combat between two 
general officers took place ; the Latine general, on 
feeing the cohort of exiles almoft furrounded by 
the Roman didlator, ordered fcveral companies from 
the referve to follow him inftantly to the front ; 
Titus Herminius, a lieutenant general, obferving 
thefe as they marched up, and, among them, know- 
ing Mamilius, v.ho was dillinguidied by his drefs 
and arms, encountered the enemy’s general with 
force, fo much fuperior to what had been fhewn 
a little before, by the mafter of the horfe, that with 
one blow he flew Mamilius, driving the fpear through 
his fide ; and, having himfelf received a wound from 
a javelin, while he was ftripping the armour from 
his adve/fary’s bodyi he was carried off vidrorious 
to the camp, and expired during the firft dreffing 
of his wound. I'he didator then flew to the ca- 
valry, entreating them, as the infantry were now fa- 
tigued, to difmount from their horfes, and fupport 
the engagement; they obeyed his orders, leaped 
down from their horles, flew forw'ard to the van, 
and covering themfelves with their targets, tqok 
poft as the front line : this inftantly revived the cou- 
rage of the infantry, when they faw the young men 
of the firft diftindion foregoing every advantage in 
their manner of fighting, and taking an equal fhare 
of the danger : by tiiefe means, the Latincs were at 
length overpowered, their troops were beaten from 
their ground, and began to retreat : the liorlcs were 
then brought up to the cavalry, in order that they 
might purfue the enemy, and the line of infantry 
followed. At diis jundlurc, the dictator, omitting 
no means of engaging the aid both of gods ancl 
men, is faid to have vowed a temple to Caftor; and 
|idl hjiyc proclaimed rewards to tjie firft, and to thq 

■ fecond 
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Itcond of the fokliers who fliould enter the enemy’s B 0 0 it 
omp ; and fo great was the ardour of the Romans, . > 

that they never remitted the impetuofity of the V,R. *55* 
charge, by which they had brpken the enemy’s B.C. 
line, until they made themfelves niafters of the 
camp. Such was the engagement at the lake Rc- 
gillus. The diftator and mailer of the horfe, on 
their return to the city, were honoured with a 
triumph. 


XXI. During the three enfuing years, there was 
neither war, nor yet a fecurity of peace. The eon- 
fills were, f^iintus Cloclius and Titus Lartius : then ' 

Aldus Semproniiis and Marcus Minutius, in whole *S7- 
confulate the temple of Saturn was dedicated, and 
the feftival called Saturnalia inftltuKd. After them, 

Aulus Poftumius and Titus Virginius were made Y.R. *s». 
conluls. 1 find it aflerted by fo«ie writers, that the **** 
battle at the lake Regillus was not fought until this 
year, and that Aulus Poftumius, becaufc the fidelity • 
of hi.s colleague was doubtful, abdicated the conful- 
Ihip, and was then made diclator : fuch perplexing 
miftakes, with regard to dates, occur from the ma- 
giftrates being ranged in different order, by dilTerenc 
writers, that it is impolfible, at this diftance of time, 
when not only the fads, but the autliors who relate 
them, are involved in the obfeurity of antiquity, to 
trace out a regular feries of the confuls as they fuc- 
ceeded each other, or of the tranfadions as they oc- 
curred in each particular year. Appius Claudius Y.R. 
and Publius Servilius were next appointed to the 
confulfliip. This year was rendered remarkable by 
the news of 3 'arquinius’s deatli ; he died at Cums, 
whither, on the redudion of the power of the La- 
tines, he had retired for refuge, to the tyrant Arif- 
todemus : by this news, both the Patricians and the 
commons were highly elated but the former fuf- 
fered their exultation on the occafion to carry them 
to unwarranublc lengths; and the latter, who, until 

that 
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j R 00 K that time, had been treated with the utmoft dcfei‘-‘ 
i . . ence, began to feel thcmfcives expofcd to infults 
Y.|t;* 59 . from the nobility. During the fame year, the co- 
RC. 49S< lony of Signia, which Tarquinius had founded in his 
reign, was re -eftabliflied, by filling up its number 
of colonifts. The tribes of Rome were increaled 
to the number of twenty-one. The temple of Mer- 
cury was dedicated on the ides of May. 

XXII. During thefe proceedings againft the La- 
tines, it could mt be faid there was cither war or 
peace with the nation of the Volfcians: for, on the 
one hand, thefe had got troops in readinefs, which 
they would have fent to the afliftance of the Latincs, 
if the Roman dictator had not been fo quick in his 
mealuresj and, on the other, the Roman had uled 
this expedition, in order that he might not be ob- 
liged to contend agiainfl the united forces of the La- 
tines and Volfcians : in refentment of this behaviour, 
thp confuls led the legions into the Volfcian terri- 
tory: the Volfcians, who had no apprehenfions of 
punifhment, for a defign which had not been put in 
execution, were confounded at this unexpefted pro- 
ceeding, infomuch that, laying afide all thoughts 
of oppofition, they gave three hundred hoftages, the 
children of the principal perfons at Cora and Pome- 
tia; in confequence whereof, the legions were with- 
drawn from thence, without having come to an en- 
gagement : however, in a fhort time after, the Vol- 
fcians being delivered from their fears, refumed 
their former difpofition, renewed fecretly their pre- 
parations for war, and prevailed on the Hernicians 
to join them : they alfo fent ambafladors through 
every part ot' Latium, to ftir up that f)eople to arms j 
but the Latines were fo deeply affeded by their re- 
cent difafter, at the lake Regillus, and fo highly dif- 
plcafed and jneenfed at any perfons attempting to 
pCrfuadc them to engage in a war, that they even 
?fsnt fo far as to offer violence to the ambaffadoi^,: 

■ feizing 
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feizing the'Vqlfcians, they conduced them to Rome, BOO iCs 
and there delivered them to the confuls, with inform- . . y* j 
ation, that the Volfcians and Hernicians were pre- Y.R.»g^ 

, paring to make war on the Romans. The affair being , 

laid before the fenate, the condud: of the Latines was 
fo acceptable to the fenators, that they reffored to 
them fix thoufand of the priibners; and made an 
order, befides, that the new magiffrates ffiould pro- 
ceed in the bulinefs relative to an alliance, a point, 
which had been almoft abfolutely refuled them. 

The Latines then highly applauded themfclves for 
the part which they had aded, and the friends of 
peaceful meafures were held in high eftimation ; they 
lent to the Capitol, a golden crown, as a prefent to 
Jupiter, and, together with the ambalTadors and the 
prelent, came a great multitude of attendants, con- 
lifting of the prifoners who had been fent back to 
their friends ; thefc proceeded to the feveral houfes 
of the perfons, with whom each of them had been in 
lendrude, returned thanks for their generous beha- 
viour and treatment of them, during the time of 
their calamity, and formed mutual connedions of 
hofpitality. Never, at any former time,. was the 
Latine nation more clofely united to the Roman go- 
vernment, by ties both of a public and private na- 
turCk 

XXIII. But, befides being immediately threat- 
ened with a Volfcian war, the ftate itlclf was torn in 
pieces by inteftine animofitics, between the Patri- 
cians and commons, on account principally of per- 
fons confined for debt * : thefe complained loudly, 

* If a debtor did not difeharge his debt, within thirty days after it 
was demanded, he was funimoned before the praetm*, who gave him 
up into the hands of the creditor* He was kept in chains by him for 
fixty days y and then* on three fucccHive market daysi was brought 
to the prsetor's tribunal, where a crier proclaimed the debt, and, 
fometimes, wealthy perfons icdeeined the poor, by difeharging their 
debts } but, if that did not hapjien, the ci editor, after the third mar* 
ket day, had a right to /ell him, or keep him a Have in his own houfe* 

This havery was afierwaids changed into public impnfonment* » 

that 
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ROO K that after fighting abroad for liberty and empire, 
. they were made prifoners, and opprefled by their 

V.8. * jj countrymen, at home, 'and that^ the liberty of the 
K«C* 4JI commons was more fccure in war, than in peace, 
amongft their foes, than amongft their own country- 
men. This fpirit of difeontent, of itfelf increafing 
daily, was kindled into a flame, by the extraordi- 
nary fufferings of one man : a perfon far advanced in 
years, whole appearance denoted fevere diltreis, 
threw himfelf into the Forum ; his garb was fqualid, 
and the figure of his perfon llill more Ihocking, pale 
and emaciated to the lafl: degree ; befides, a long 
beard and hair had given his countenance a lavage 
appearance ; wretched as was the plight in which he 
appeared, he was known notwithftanding ; leveral 
declared, that he had been centurion in the army, 
and, filled with compaflion for him, mentioned pub- 
licly feveral odier .{narks of honour, which he had 
obtained in the fervice ; he himfelf exhibited fears 
09 his breaft, as tellimonies of his honourable beha- 
viour in feveral aflions : to thofe who inquired the 
caule of that wretclied condition, both of his perfon 
and apparel, a crowd meantime having aflTembled 
round him, which refembicd, in foine degree, an 
aflembly of the people, he anfwered, that " while 
" he ferved in the army during the Sabine war, 
** having not only loft the produce of his farm by 
“ the depredations of the enemy, but his houle 
** being burnt, all his goods plundered, his cattle 
** driven off, and a tax being impofed at a time fo 
** diftrelfing to him, he was obliged to run in debt; 

that this debt, aggravated by ufury, had confum- 
“ ed, firft, his farm, which he had inherited from 
his father and grandfather j tlien, the remainder of 
his' fiibftance ; and laftly, like a peftilence, had 
“ reached his perfon : that he had been dragged by 
a creditor not, into fervitude, but into a houfe of 
< corredion, or rather a place of execution.” He' 
th^ Ihcwed his back disfighred with the marks of 
■'■■■ frelh 
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frelh ftripes : on this (ight> after (uth a relation, a B o 0 it 
great uproar arofc j and the tumult was no longer . ^ 

confined to the, Foriim, but fpread through every -y.R. a^j^. 
part of the city: thofe who were then in confine- B.C.+9J* 
ment, and thofe who had been relealed from it, 
forced their way into the public ftreet, and implored 
the protedion of their fellow-citizens : there was no 
fpot which did not afford a voluntary affociate to add 
to the infurredbion ; from all quarters they ran in bo- 
dies, through every ftreet, with great clamour, into 
the Forum : in no fmall danger were any of the fe- 
nators who happened to be in the Forum at that 
time, and fell in the way of this mob : they would 
certainly have proceeded to violence, had not the con- 
fuls, Publius Servilius and Appius* Claudius, haftily 
interpofed, to fupprefs the tumult : to them the mul- 
titude turned their applications j fhewed their chains, 
and other marks of wretchednefs ; faid, this was 
what they had deferved ; and, upbriiiding them with 
their former fervices in war, in various engagements, 
infifted, with menaces, rather than fupplications, that, 
they Ihould alTemble the fenate ; they then placed 
themfclves round the fenate-houfe, that they might 
adl as witnefles, and direftors of the councils of go- 
vernment. A very fmall number of the fenators, 
whom chance threw in the way, and thefe againft 
their will, attended the confuls : fear kept the reft 
at a diftance, not only from the ienate-houie, but 
even from the Forum, fo that no bufmefs could be 
done, by rcafon of the thinnefs of the fenate. The 
populace then conceived an opinion, that there was 
a defign to elude their demands, and throw delays 
in the way of their bufinefs j that the abfence of fuch 
of the fenators as did not attend^ was occafioned not 
by chance, nor by fear, but by their wifhes to ob- 
ftruft the bufinefs; that the confuls themfclves 
fhewed a backwardnefs, and that their miferies were 
manifeftly tnade a matter of mockery. The affair 
VOL. 1 . ' i had 
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B o o K had now nearly arrived to fuch a ftatc, that even the 
. ■ majcfty of the confuls, it was feared, might be in- 

T.K, »S 9 . fufficient to reftrain the rage of the people j when 
B. C. 4-93* the fenators, beginning to doubt, whether they 
Ihbuld incur the greater danger, by abfenting them- 
felvcs, or by attending, came at length to the fc- 
nate j and when, after all this delay, a proper num- 
ber had alTemblcd, not only the fenators, but even 
the confuls thcmfdves, differed widely in opinion : 
Appius, a man of a violent temper, thought that 
the riot ought to. be quelled by the weight of the 
confular authority, and that when one or two were 
taken into cullody, the reft would be quiet : Servi- 
lius, a man more inclined to gentle remedies, was 
of opinion, that, as the people’s fpirits were already 
wound up to fuch a pitch of ill-humour, it would be 
both the fafer and the cafier method, to bend, than to 
break them. To add to thefe perplexities, they were 
threatened witli greater danger from another quarter. 

XXIV. Some Latine horfemcn arrived, in the ut- 
‘ moft hafte, with the alarming intelligence, that the 
Volfcians, with an army in hoftilc array, were com- 
ing to attack the city ; which new's, fo entirely op- 
pofite were the views of the different parties into 
which the ftate was fjilit by difeord, affedted the 
patricians and the commons in a very different man- 
ner: the commons exulted with joy j faid the gods 
were coming to take vengeance for the tyranny of 
the patricians, and encouraged each other in the re- 
folution not to enrol themfelves ; faying, “ it was 
better that all fhould pciiih together, than that 
“ they fhould be the only vidkims ; let the patricians 
“ ferve as foldiers ; let the patricians take arms, that 
thofe who reap the advantages of war, may alfo un- 
■“ dergo the dangers of it.” On tire other hand, the 
fenate, dcjedled and. confounded on finding them- 
-fclvcs thus encompafled by dangers, from their 

country- 
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Countrymen, on one fide, and from the tnemy, on 
the other, bcfought the conful Servilius, whofe tem- 
per was adapted to conciliate the regard of the peo- 
■pie, that he would find means to extricate the com- 
monwealth from the dreadful apprehenfions with 
which it was befet : whereupon the conful, difmilT- 
ing the fenate, went forth to the alTembly of the peo- 
ple j there he affured them, that the fenators were 
felicitous that care Ihould be taken of the intereft of 
the commons j but that their “ fears for the fafety of 
“ the commonwealth, in general,* had interrupted 
“ their deliberations, concerning that part of the 
“ llate, which, though it muft be allowed to be the 
“ largeft, was ftill but a part j nor could they', while 
“ the enemy was juft at the gates, allow any bufi- 
“ nefs to take place of the neccflkry provifions for 
" the war ; nor, even if they were allowed a little 
refpite, would it be either for the honour of the 
commons, to have refufed to take arms in defence 
“ of their country, unlefs on condition of firft re- 
** ceiving hire for it j nor could it fail of injuring 
the reputation of the fenators themlclves, if they 
“ Ihould appear to have now applied their attention 
to the good of their countrymen, through fear, 
" rather than afterwards through inclination.” He 
gave proof of his fincerity in this difeourfe, by an 
edift, whereby he ordained, that “ no perfon Ihould 
“ hold any Roman citizen in bonds or confinement, 
“ fo as to prevent his giving in his name to the 
'' confuls i that no perfon (liould take poffelllon, or 
“ make fale, of the goods of a foldier, while upon 
** fervice ; nor detain in cuftody either his children 
" or grandchildren.” On the publication of this 
edidt, fuch debtors under arreft, as were prefent, in- 
ftantly gave in their names, and crowds of others, 
in every part of the city, rulhing out of their con- 
finement, when the creditors had no longer a right 
to detain them, ran together to the Forum, to take 
the military bath : thele compofed a Large body of 

L 2 - . troopSi, 
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BOOK troops, and none, during the Volfdan war, difplayed 
. a greater (hare of bravery and aftivity. The conful 
Y.R. as9. led out his army againft the enemy, and pitched his 
B.C.493. camlk at a fmall dfiance from theirs. 

XXV. The following night, the Volfcians, ex- 
pefbing great advantages from the diflentions of the 
Romans, approached their camp, in hopes that, 
during the night, fome might defert, or betray their 
pofts. They were perceived by the centinels, the 
troops were called up, and, the fignal being given, 
they ran to arms j and by thefe means fruftrated the 
attempt of the Volfcians : the remainder of the night 
was dedicated to reppfe by both parties. Next day, 
at the fifft dawn, the Volfcians, having filled up the 
trenches, aflaulted the rampart, and were proceed- 
ing to demolifh the fortifications on every fide, 
when the conful, having delayed for fome time, in 
order to try the temper of his men, though called 
©n from all fidcs, and particularly by the debtors, to 
. give the fignal, at length, on finding their ardour fo 
great, gave the fignal for fallying, and fent forth his 
troops, eager for the fight : at the firft onfet, the 
enemy were immediately routed, and their rear ha- 
ralTed in their retreat, as far as the infantry were able 
to purfuej and the cavalry, not fuffering them to 
recover from their confternation, drove them all the 
way to their camp : in a little time, the camp itfelf 
was fiirrounded by tl.e legions j and the Volfcians 
not having courage enough left to make a ftand 
there, it was taken and plundered. Next day, the 
' legions were kd to SueflTa Pometia, whither the 
, enemy had retreated, and in a few days the town 
was taken, and given up to the troops to be plun- 
dered : by thefe means, the needy foldiers were in 
■fome meafure relieved. I’hc conful, having ac- 
quired great glory, led back his vidtorious army to 
Rome. As he was preparing for his departure, 
ambafiadors came to him from the Volfcians of 
.6 • - feetra. 
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Ecetra, who, after the taking of Potnetia,' felt ap- ® O K 
prehenfions for their own lafety : thele had peace — y-,_f 
granted them by decree of the ftnate, but were dc- Y.R. *59. 
prived of their lands. B.C.+si. 


XXVI. Immediately after, the Sabines alfo 
caufed an alarm at Rome 5 but it was, in faft, a tu- 
mult rather than a war. An account was brought 
by night to the city, that a Sabine army were plun- 
dering the country, and had advanced as far as the 
river Anio, and that they were ravaging and burn- 
ing all the farms in that neighbourhood: Aulus 
Poftumius, who had been di6tator in the Latine 
war, was inftan.tly difpatched thither with all the ca- 
valry, and the conful ServUius followed, with a cho- 
fcn body of foot : the greater part of the ftragglers 
were cut off by the cavalry ; nor w^s the main body 
of the Sabines capable of refilling the infantry on 
their approach j fatigued both by their march and 
by collefting booty in the night, a great number of 
them in the country houfes, overcharged with meat 
and wine, had fcarccly ftrength fufficieirt to enable 
them to fly. Thus \5jas this Sabine war finilhed 
within the fame night in which the firft account of 
it had been received. The next day, while lan- 
guine hopes were entertained that peace with all 
their neighbours was now lecurely ellabliflied, am- 
baffadors came to the lenate from the Auruncians, 
denouncing war, unlels the troops were withdrawn 
from the territories of tlie Volfcians ; the army of the 
Auruncians had fet out from home, at the fame 
time with the ambaffadors : and intelligence arriv- 
ing, that it had been feen not far from Aricia, it 
excited fuch an alarm among the Romans, that nei- 
ther could the fenate be confultW in a regular man- 
ner, nor could they, while bufy themfelves in taking 
up arms, give a peaceable anfwer to thofe who 
were advancing in arms againft them. The troeps 
marched againft the enemy to Aricia, aii 4 not wr 

1 3 from 
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® ® K from thcnpe came to a general engagement, which, 
* without farther conteft, put an end to the war. 

V*R* >591 ^ 

.fi.c.493. XXVIL ^hen the Auruncians were defeated, 
the Romans^ having vanquiflied fo many different 
enemies, within the Ipace of a few days, cxpefted 
the fulfilment of the promifes made them by the 
confuls, and confirmed by the engagements of the 
fenate ; but Appius,- inftigated both by his own na- 
tural haughtinefs, and a defire to undermine the cre- 
dit of his colleague, iffued his decrees on fuits between 
debtor and creditor, with the utmoft poflible feveri- 
ty i in confequence of which, both thofc who had 
formerly been in confinement, were delivered up to 
their creditors, and others alfo were taken into cuf- 
tody. When this happened to be the cafe of any of 
the fbldiers, he appealed to the other confulj a 
crowd gathered about Servilius, reminded him of his 
promifes, upbraided him with their fervices in war, 
and the fears which they had received j infilled that 
he Ihould lay the affair before the fenate j and that, 
as conful, he fliould fupport his countrymen, as ge- 
neral, his foldicrs. The conful was affeffed by thefe 
renionllrancesj but circumftances obliged him to 
decline interfering, not only his colleague, but the 
whole fadtion of the nobles, having gone fo violently 
into oppofite meafures: by thus afting a middle 
pafrt, he neither avoided the hatred of the commons, 
nd?^ procured the efteem of the patricians. The 
latter, confidering him as deftitute. of the firmnefs 
becoming his office, and as too fond of popular ap- 
plaufe, while the former looked upon him as a de- 
ceiver J and it fhortly appeared that he was become 
no Icfs odious, chan Appius. A contell happened 
between the confuls, which of them Ihould dedicate 
the temple of Mercury : the fenate refilled to decide 
thf matter, and referred it to the people, palTing a 
vote that to whichever of them the dedication Ihould 
Isr^mntcd by jthe people, the fame Ihould prefide 
d; - ' over 
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over the markets, Ihould inftiiute a college of mer- B 0 0 K 
chants, and join the pontiff in the performance of ■ ^ 

the ceremonies ufual on fuch occafions. The people Y.R. »59, 
gave the honour of the dedication to Marctis Lseto- 
rius, a centurion of the firft rank, (hewing plainly 
that they a<5ted thus, not merely out of refpeft to 
the perfon, on whom they conferred an office of 
higher dignity than became his ftation, but with de- 
lign to affront the conluls. Thij threw the patrici- 
ans, and one of the confuls particularly, into a rage i 
but the commons had now affumed a greater degree 
of courage, and began to prolecute their meafqres in 
a very different method, from that in which they had 
fet out ; having given up all hopes of protedion, 
from the confuls and the fenare, whenever they law 
a debtor led to the court, they flew together from all 
quarters j fo tliat neither could tlie fentence of the 
conful be heard amidft their noife ^nd clamours, nor 
when it was pronounced did any one obey it j all 
was managed by force ; and the whole dread and 
danger, with relpcft to their freedom, was transferred 
from the debtors to the creditors, who, (landing 
fingle, were abufed by the multitude, under the very 
eye of the conful. To add to the perplexity of the 
fenate, the alarm was fpread of an attack being in- 
tended by the Sabines j and, orders being iffued for 
levying troops, not a man gave in his name ; mean- 
while Appius in a rage inveighed bitterly againll the 
criminal lenity of his colleague, that, by his popular 
filence, he was betraying the commonwealth j and 
that, belides refuling to enforce the laws with refpeft 
to creditors, he negledted alfo to execute the decree 
of the fenate, for levying troops. He declared that 
" the intereft of the commonwealth was not yet en- 
tirely deferred, nor the confular office yet (tripped 
“ of its authority ; that he himfelf would (land forth 
“ (ingly, and vindicate his own dignity, and that of 
“ the fenate.” Though furrounded by the mvdti- 
tude which affcmblcd daily, and were of a temper 
1-4 ' too 
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* HP ^ to® violent to be controlled) he ordered one of the 
f principal'ringle^ders of the mob to be apprehended : 

V.%. SJ 9 . when the li<ftors laid hold of him, he appealed ; but 

S* ^ Wf the coqfuls would not have allowed the appeal, therfe 
being no doubt what the fentence of the people 
would biT, had not his oblltnacy been, with difficulty, 
overcome by the advice and influence of the nobili- 
ty, rather than by the clamours of the people j fo 
firmly did he withftand the indignation of the multi- 
tude. From this tfme, the evil daily gained ground, 
ihewing itfelf not only in open expreflTions of difeon- 
tent, but, what was much more pernicious, in fccret 
jneetings and private cabals. At length thcle con- 
fuls, fo odious to the people, went out of office, 
Appius in high favour with the patricians, Servilius 
with neither party. 

V.R.160. XXVIII. Next entered on the confulfliip, Auh'S 

J». C.49*. Yjj-gjjjjyj and Titus Vetufius. The people now, 
aiot being able to judge what fort of confuls they 
y/erc to have, took care to form nightly meetings, 
jome on the Eiquiiine, others on the Aventine 
mount, in order that their proceedings might not 
be confufed, by their being obliged to adopt mea- 
fufes haftiiy in the Forum, and to aft, on every oc- 
cafion, at random, and without a plan. The confuls, 

, confidering this as a very dangerous proceeding, 
which it really was, propofed it to the confideration 
of the fenate, but were not allowed, after propofing 
it, to take the votes regularly, fuch a tumult arofe 
on the mention of it among the fenators, who ex- 
claimed, and expreflfed the higheft indignation at the 
confuls attempting to throw on the fenate, the odium 
of an affair which ought to have been quelled by the 
confulaf authority. They told them, that “ if there 
** really had been magiftrates in the commonweakli, 
there would have been no council at Rome, but 
5* J^e-public one. At prefent the government was, 
“ i$v|ded. and into a thoufand fenate- 

«* houfes. 
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houfes, and aflemblie$, fame meetings being held B o o 
on the Efquiline mount, others on the Avendue. , . 

** That they had no doubt, but one naan, for that 
was fomething more than every conful was, one 
flich as Appius Claudius, would have dilperled 
** thofe meetings in a moment’s time.” The con- 
fuls, on receiving this rebuke, afkied the fenate, 
what then they would have them do ? for they were 
refolved, they faid, to ait with .all the activity and 
vigour which the fenate Ihould think proper. A de- 
cree then paired, that they lliould enforce the levies 
with the utmoft ftridtnefs j for. the commons were 
grown infolent through want of employment. Dif- 
rnifling the fenate, the confuls mounted the tribunal, 
and cited the younger citizens by their name. No 
man anfwering to his name, the multitude* which 
flood round, like a general aflembly, declared, that 
the commons could be no longer deceived j that 
not a Angle foldier Ihould be raifed, until the pub- 
lie engagements were fulfilled. That every man 
** mull have his liberty reftored, before arms were 
** put into his hands, that the people might be con- 
".vinced they were to fight for their country and 
fellow-citizens, not for their mafters.” The con- 
fuls faw clearly enough what the fenate expefted 
from them j but of thofe who fpoke with the greatell 
vehemence within the walls of the fenate -houfe, not 
one was prefent to lhare the odium of the proceed- 
ing ; and every thing threatened a delperate contell 
with the commons j they refolved therefore, before 
they Ihould proceed to extremities, to confult the 
fenate again : the confequence of which was, that al) 
the younger fenators rulhed up haftily to the feats 
of the confuls, defiring them to abdicate the coniiil- 
Ihip, and lay down a command which they wwted 
Ipirit to fupport. 

XXIX. Having made fuScient trial of the dif- 
pofitions of both Ades, the confuls at length Q>oke 

out: 
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* ^ " Coiifcript Others, left ye Ihould hereafter 

fey that ye were not forewarned, know, that adan- 
Yi»/*6o. ** gerous fedition is ready to break out. We de- 
*• 4j** « mand that thole who are the moft forward to cen- 

ftjre us for inaftivity, may affift us by their pre- 
** fence, while we hold the levy. We will proceed 
in the bufinefs in fuch a manner as lhall be ap- 
proved by the moft ftrenuous advocates for vigo- 
rous meafures, fince fuch is your pleafure.” They 
then went back to the tribunal, and ordered, pur- 
pofely, one of thofe, who were within view, to be 
cited: finding that he ftood mute, and that a num- 
ber of people had formed in a circle round him, to 
prevent any force being ufed againft him, the con- 
fuls lent a liftor to him, who being driven back, 
thofe of the fenators who attended the confuls, ex- 
claiming againft jfhe infolence of fuch behaviour, 
flew down from the tribunal to afllft the lidor: 
^he populace then, quitting the li£tor, to whom they 
had offered no other violence than that of hindering 
him from making the feifure, direfted their force 
againft the fenators j • but the confuls interpofing 
quickly, put an end to the feuffle, in which, as nei- 
ther Hones nor weapons had been ufed, there was 
more clamour and rage than mifehief. The fenate, 
'called together in a tumultuous manner, proceeded 
in a manner ftiil more tumultuous ; thofe who had 
been beaten demanding an inquiry into the affair ; 
the moft violent of them endeavouring to carry their 
point by clamour and noife, rather than by vote : at 
length, wlien their rage had fomewhat fubfided, the 
confuls, reproaching them with being equally difor- 
derly in the fenate-houfe as in the Forum,' began to 
coliedt the votes, in order. There were three differ- 
ent opinions Publius Virginius thought that " the 
“ calc did not extend to the whole body of the com- 
ipo^s, and that thofe only were to be confidered, 
who* relying on the promifes of the confulPubli- 
i fff.ljl^^^iliusj had fcrvOT in the Volfcian, Auruncian, 

■ .. . ' ■ “ and 



OF ROME. 

** and Sabine wars Titus Larg^us was of ppinion, B o o K 
that ** the prefcnt junfture required fomething more . 

** than the making a return for fervices performed •, Y.^ *69. 
** that the whole body of the commons were over- «»• 
" whelmed with debt, nor could the progrefs of the 
" evil be Hopped, unkls the advantages of the whole 
“ were attended to. On the contrary, if diftinftions 
were made, this would add fuel to the diflenfions, 

** inftcad of extinguifhing them.” Appius Claudius, 
whofc temper, naturally harfh, was roufcd to a de- 
gree of ferocity by his hatred to the commons on 
the one hand, and the applaufe of the patricians on 
the other, affirmed that “ all thefe difturbances 
“ were excited, not by the people’s fiifFcrings, but 
“ their licentioufnefs j and that the commons were 
" aftuated by a fpirit of wantonnefs, rather than by 
“ refentment of injuries : this was the confequence 
of giving them a right to appeal j for all that a 
conful could do, was to threaten, he could not 
" command, when people are allowed to appeal’to 
thofe, who have been accomplices in their tranf- 
“ greffions. Come, faid he, let us create a difta- 
“ tor from whom there is no appeal ; this madnels 
“ which has fet the whole Hate in a flame, will 
quickly fink into filence. Let me then fee, who 
“ will ftrike a lidor, when he knows that the very 
" perfon whole dignity he infults, has the Ible and 
entire difpofal of his perfon and of his life.” 

XXX. To many, the expedient recommended 
by Appius appeared too rough and violent, and juft- 
ly fo i on the other hand, the propofitions of Vir- 
ginius and Largius were confidered as tending to 
eftablilh a bad precedent j particularly that of Lar- 
gius, which was utterly fiibverfive of all credit. 

The advice of Virginius was deemed to be the 
farthell; from excefs, on either fide, and a julb medi- 
um between the other two. But, through the fpirit 
offaftion, and men’s re^d to their private inte- 



ff4 THE HISTORY 

R 9 9 K things which ever did, and ever will, impede 
. , |he public councils, Appius prevailed, and wasnim- 

yTsu#fo, felf very near being created diftator ; which pro- 
ceeding, beyond any other, would have highly dif- 
gufted the commons, at a very critical jundlurc, 
when the yolfciaos, ^e Alquans, and the Sabines 
happened to be all in arms at the fame time. But 
fhe confuls and the elder part of the feiute took care 
|hat a command in .itfelf uncontrolable, fiiould be 
intruded to a perfon of a mild dilpofition ; and ac- 
cordingly they chofe for diftator Manius Valerius, 
fon of Volcftis, Although the commons faw that 
the di<9:ator was created in oppofition to them, yet, 
as by his brother’s law, they enjoyed the privilege of 
appeal, they dreaded nothing harih or overbearing 
from that family. Their hopes were farther encou- 
raged by an edi(51: which the didator publifhed, of the 
lame tenor in general with the edidt of the conful 
Servilius ; but as they thought that tliey had now fe- 
Ciirer grounds of confidence, both in the man himfelfi 
and in the power with which he was invefted, they 
“ ckfifted from the conteft, and gave in their names. 
Ten legions were completed, a force greater than 
bad ever been raifed before } of thefe, three were 
afiigned to each of the confuls, the odier four were 
commanded by the didator. War could now be 
no longer deferred : the iSiqUans had invaded the 
territories of the Latines j and thefe by their ambaf- 
fadors petitioned the fenate, that they would either 
fend troops to proted them, or permit them to take 
arms themfelves, to defend their frontiers : it was 
judged the fafer method to defend the Latines with- 
out their own affiftance, thr.n to allow them to handle 
arms again: the conful Vetrifi us was lent thither, 
and be put an end to die depredations. 1 he Aiquans 
leprcd from the plains, and provided for their fafety 
on the tops of the mountains, relying more on the 
filiation than on their arras. The other conful 
V wlifi Jimrched againft the Volfcians, not choofxng 

that 
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that his time fbould be waited in like manner) ufed ® o ® 
every means, particularly by raving the country, . *. .j 

in order to provoke the enemy to approach nearer, YiR. moC 
and to hazard an engagement. They were drawn 
up in order of battle in a plain between the two 
camps, each party before their own rampart : the 
Volfcians had confiderably the advantage in point of 
numbers ; they therefore advanced to the fight, in a 
carelefs manner, as if they defpifed their enemy : the 
Roman conful did not fuffer his troops to move, nor 
to return the fliout, but ordered them to ftand ftill, 
with their javelins fixed in the ground, and as foon as 
the enemy Ihould come within reach, then to exert 
at once their utmoft efforts, and decide the affair 
with their fwords. The Volfcians, fatigued with 
running and lliouting, rufhed u{)on the Romans, 
whom they believed to be benumbed with fear j but 
when they perceived a vigorous effort made againft 
them, and the fwords glittering before their eyes, 
ftruck with confternation, juft as if they had fallen 
into an ambufeade, they turned their backs : nor had 
they ftrength left to enable them to make their 
efcape, having exhaufted it by advancing to the bat- 
tle in full fpeed : tlie Romans, on the other hand, 
having ftood quiet during the firft part of the en- 
gagement, had their vigour frefh, and eafily over- 
taking the wearied fugitives, took their camp by 
. . lit, and purfiiing them, as they fled from thence 
to Vclitrae, the vidors and the vanquifhed compof* 
ing, as it were, but one body, rufhed into the city to- 
gether j there people of every kind were put to the 
fword, without dittindion, and there was more blood 
fpilt than even in the fight: a fmall number who 
threw down their arms and furrendered, had quarter - 
granted them. 

XXXI. While thefe things pafled in the couhtry 
of the Volfcians, the Sabines, who were by far the 
moft formidable enemy, were routed, put to flight, 

and 
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B o o K and beaten out of their camp by the dictator. He 
had at firft, by a charge of his cavalry, thrown the 
Y.R* %So. centre of the enemy’s line into difordcr j which, 
». c,4a*. virhile they extended their wings too fer, they had not 
fufBciently ftrcngthehed by a proper depth of files; 
before they could recover from this confufion, the 
infentry fell upon them, and continued their attack, 
without intermiflion, until they made themfelves 
mafters of their camp, and put a conclufion to the 
war. Since the battle at the lake Regillus, there had 
not been obtained in thoie times, a more glorious 
victory than this : the diftator entered the city in 
triumph, and befides the accuftomed honours, there 
was a place in the circus afllgned to him and his 
poftcrity, for a feat, and a curule chair fixed in it. 
From the vanquifhed Volfcians the lands of the 
diftrift of Velitra: were taken, for which inhabitants 
were ient from the city, and a colony efiablilhed 
there. Soon after this, a batde was fought with the 
j®quans, againft the' inclination indeed of the con- 
ful, who confidered the difadvantage of the ground 
‘ over which the troops had to march up to the ene- 
my; but the foldiers, accufing him of protrafting 
the bufinels on purpofe, in order that the diftator 
might go out of office before they Ihould return to 
the city, and fo his promifes fall to the ground with- 
out cfiedl, as had thofe of the conful before, they at 
length prevailed on him to march up his troops, at 
all hazards, againft the fteep of tlie mountain : ralh as 
this undertaking was, yet, through the cowardice of 
the enemy, it was crowned with fuccefs ; for, before 
a w^sapon could be thrown, ftruck with amazement 
at the boldnefs of the Romans, they abandoned their 
camp, wliich they had fixed in a very ftrong pofition, 
and ran down precipitately into the vallies, on the 
oppofite fide : there the Romans gained a bloodlefs 
viaory, and abundance of booty. Though their 
arms were thus attended wiith fuccefs, in three differ- 
ent quarters, neither patricians nor commons were 

delivered 
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delivered from their anxiety, rcfpe&ing the ifllie of B o o K 
their domeftic af^irs } with filch powerful influence, . f 
and with fuch art alfo, had the lenders of money YiR. 
concerted their meafurcs, that they were able to dif- c.4a*- 
appoint not only the commons, but even the di<Ela- 
tor himfelf : for Valerius, on the return of the con- 
i'ul Vetufius, took care that the firfl; bufinefs which 
came before the fenate fhould be that of the people, 
who had returned home vitfborious; and propoled 
the ' queftion, what did they think proper to be done 
with refpeft to the perfons confined for debt ? and 
when they refufed to take the matter into confidera- 
tion, he faid, ” My endeavours ito reftore concord 
“ among you, I fee, are difpleafing to you : believe 
“ me when I folemnly declare, that the time will 
“ Ihortly come when you will wifh, that the com- 
“ mons of Rome had juft fuch patrons as I am : as 
“ to myfelf, I will neither be the means of farther 
difappointments to the hopes of my countrymen, 

“ nor will I hold the office of di6la*tor without effeft : 

“ inteftine difeord and foreign wars made it neceffa- 
" ry for the commonwealth to have fuch a magift- 
trate : peace has been procured abroad, at home 
“ it is not fuffered to take place : it is my determi- 
“ nation then, in time of fedition, to appear in the 
“ character of a private citizen, rather than that of 
“ dictator.” Then withdrawing from the fenate- 
houfe, he abdicated the didtatorlhip. The cafe ap- 
peared to the commons, as if he had refigned his 
office out of refentment of the treatment ffiewn to 
tliem, and therefore, as if he had fulfilled his en- 
gagements, it not having been his fault that they 
were not fulfilled, they attended him, as he re- 
tired to liis houfe, with approbation and applaufe. 

XXXII. The fenate were then feized with ap- 
prehenfions, that if the citizens ihould be difeharged 
from the army, their fecret cabals and conlpiracies 
would be renewed j wherefore, fuppofingthat, though 

the 
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* ^ * file levy was made by the didator, yet as the foldlers 
had fw'brn obedience to the confuls, they were ftill 
TvR««<<>. bc^d by that oath, under the preteait of hcdlilities 
R»€. 4 f«. being renewed by the ^quans, they ordered the lc-> 
gions to be led out of the city : which ftep ferved 
only to haften the breaking out of the fedition. It is 
faid> that the plebeians, at Bril, entertained thoughts 
of faitting the confuls to death, in order that they 
might be thereby difeharged from the oath } but be- 
ing afterwards informed, that no religious obligation 
could be diflblved by an aft of wickednefs, by the 
advice of a perfon called Sicinus, they retired, with- 
out waiting for orders from the confuls, to the facred 
mount, beyond the river Anio, about three miles 
from the city. This account is more generally cre- 
dited, than that given by Pifo, who fays, the fe- 
cefllon was made to the Aventine. In this place, 
without any commander, having fortified their camp 
with a rampart and trench, they remained quiet for 
fcveral days, taking nothing from any body but necef- 
fery fiibfiftence, neither receiving nor giving offence. 
Great was the confternation in the city j all was fear- 
ful fulpenfe and mutual apprehenfion : the plebei- 
ans, who were left behind by their brethren, dreaded 
the violence of the patricians; the patricians dread- 
ed the plebeians who ftaid in the city, not knowing 
whether they ought to wifh for their flay, or for their 
departure : but “ how long could it be fuppofed 
** that the multitude which had fccedcd, would re- 
** main inaftive ? And what would be the conle- 
** quence, if, in the mean time, a foreign war Ihould 
“ &eak out ? No glimpfe of hope could they fee 
left, except in concord between the citizens, 
which muft be re-eftablifhed in the ftatc on any 
terms, whether fair or unfair.” They determined, 
therefore, to fend, as annibaflador to the plebeians, 
Mehenius Agrippa, a man of eloquence, and ac - 
ceptable to the commons, becaufe he had been ori- 
l^ly one of their body. He, being admitted into 
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the camp, is faid to have related to tjiem the follow- ® Oj o ^ 
i'ng fable, delivered in antiquated language, and an . . -^1 
uncouth ftile : — “ At a time when the members of Y.R. *€e^‘ 
the human body did not, as at prcftnt, aU unite ®'C.49** 
in one plan, but each member had its own fchcmc, 
and its own language } the other parts were pro- 
voiced at feeing that the fruits of all their care, of 
" all their toil and fervice, were applied to the ufe of 
the belly ; and that the belly meanwhile rcmain- 
** ed at its eafe, and did nothing but enjoy the plea- 
** fures provided for it : on this they conlpircd to- 
“ gcther, that the hand Ihould not bring food to the 
“ mouth, nor the mouth receive it if offered, nor 
the teeth chew it : while they wifhed, by thcfe 
** angry meafures, to fubdue the belly, through hun- 
ger, the members themfelves, and the whole body, 
were, together with it, reduced to the laft ftage of 
decay : from thence it appeared that the office of 
« the belly itfelf was not confined to’ a flothful indo- 
« lence, that it not only received nourifhment, but 
fupplied it to the others, conveying to every part 
of the body, that blood, on which depend our life 
« and vigour, by diftributing it equally through the 
veins, after having brought it to perfection by di- 
“ geftion of the' food.” Applying this to the pre- 
fent cafe, and fhewing what fimilitude there was be- 
tween the difienfion of the members, and the refent- 
ment of the commons againfl the patricians, he 
made a confiderable impreffion on the people's 
minds. 

XXXIII. A NEOOciATioN was then opened for 
a reconciliation ; and an accommodation was efiFeCt- 
cd, on the terms, that the plebeians fhould have 
magiftrates of their own, invefled with inviolable 
privileges, who might have power to afford them 
proteCfion againfl the confuls; and that it Ihould 
not be lawful for any of the patricians to hold that 
o^ce. Accordingly, there were two tribunes of the 
'VOL. 1. M CQSnmQDl 
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^ ^ commons (treated, Caius Licinlus, and Lucius Af- 

; binius i and thefe created three colleagues to them- 

V.tt.ifio. fclves, among whom was Sicinrus, the advifer of the 
^.C.49». j^ceffionj but who the other two were, is npt 
agreed ; fome fay, that there were only two tribunes 
created on the facred mount, and that the devoting 
V.R. s«i. law * was pafled there. During the lecefllon of the 
commons, Spurius Caflius and Pofturous Cominius 
entered on the confullhip. In their confulate the 
treaty with the Latines was concluded j for the pur- 
poft of ratifying this, one of the confnls remained 
at Rome, and the other, being fent with an army 
againft the Volfclans, defeated and put to flight the 
Volfcians of Antium ; and, having driven them into 
the town of Longula, purl’ued the blow, and made 
himfelf mafter of the town. Me afterwards took 
Polufea, another town belonging to the fame people j 
then with all his force attacked Corioli. There was 
then in the camp, among others of the young nobi- 
r lity, Caius Marcius, a youth of quick judgment and 

* Which dcchredi that any peiTon who (houid violate the perfon or 
privileges of a plebeian triboney fhould be devoted to Ceres, with his 
property 3 and any one mi^ht put him to death with impunity. Thefe 
tribunes, at their fit 11 inliitution, could not properly be called magif* 
trates, having no particular tiibiinal, nor any jurifdiAion over their 
fellow citizens* Drelled like private nnen,^ana attended only by one 
officer, or beadle, called Viator^ they fat on a bench without thefenate^ 
into which they were not admitted, except when the confuls required 
their attendance^ to give then* opinion on fome affair which concerned 
the inteieft of the plebeians. Their foie funAiun was to prote£l the 
plebeians, by interpofing in cafe of any grievance or rinpofition at* 
tempted by their fupeiiois, and their power extended no farfher than 
one mile round the city. Yet they afterwards found means, under va- 
rious pretences, am) by almoft imperceptible degrees, to draw to them- 
felves, and to the commons, the larger (hare of the power of govern- 
ment ; introducing a great degiee of democracy into the polity of the 
(fare, which, fince the expullion of the kings, had been a kind of ari- 
ffocracy. They were not allowed to be ablent fioni the city one whole 
day, ex«.ept during the Latine fchivals, and were obliged to keep their 
doors open, night and day, to admit complainants. At the fame 
time, were ele^ui two other plebeian oiBceis, called affiftants to the 
tribuiies;^ hut being afterwaids charged with the care of the public 
buiklings, and the cognizance of a like nature, which had before be- 
Ipbged to the confuls, they got the title A£ciile8 5 (ab aedibua curan- 
dis,) from inijpe^mg the public edifices. 

Itvety 
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)ivdy courage, who was afterwards furnamed Corio- 
ianus : the Roman army, while engaged ip the liege 
iof Corioli, applying their whole attention to the ga'r- 
Hlbn, which they kept Ihut up in ttie town, without 
any fear of an attack from without, were dlaiilted oil 
a Hidden, by the,Volfcian legions, who had marched 
thither from Antium, and at the lame time the ene- 
my fallied out from the town : Marcius happened to 
be then on guard, and being fupported by a chofen 
body of men, he hot only repelled the attack of the 
party who had lallied out of the town, but broke in 
furioufly through the open gaten and, putting all to 
the Iword, in that part of the city, laid hold of the 
firft fire which he found> and threw it on the hOufes 
adjoining the wall j on which the Ihouts of the towns- 
men mingling with the cries of the women and chil- 
dren, occafioned by the firfi; fright, lerved both to add 
courage to the Romans, and to difpirit the Vollcians, 
as they perceived that the town was taken which 
they had come to relieve. By this means the Vol- 
feians of Antium were defeated, and the town of Co- 
rioli taken ; and fo entirely did the glory of Marcius 
ecliplie the fame of the conful, that, were it not that 
the treaty with the Latines, being engraved on i 
brazen pillar, remained to tellify that it was ratified 
by Spurius Caflius alone, the other conful being 
ab&at, it would not have been remembered th^t 
Polhimus Cominius conducted the war againlt the 
Volfcians. This year died Menenius Agrippa^ a 
man through the whole courle of his life equally 
beloved by the patricians and the plebeians; and, 
after the fecefiion, (till more endeared to the latter. 
This man, who, in the character of mediator and um- 
pire, Iiad re-eftablifhed concord among his country- 
men, the ambafiador of the lenate to the plebeians, 
die perfon who brought back the Roman commons 
to the city, was not poflellcd of property fulHcient 
for the expence of a funeral. He was buried at the 
M % charge 
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clmrge of the commons, by a contribution of a 
fextans* from each perfon. 

XXXIV. The confuh who (lacceeded were Ti-* 
tiis Geg: n'us and Publius MinUcius. During this 
year, when the quiet'of the ftate was undifturbed by- 
foreign v ars, and the diffenfions at home had been 
healed, a more grievous calamity of another nature 
fell upon it : at firft a fcarcity of provifions, occa- 
iioned by the lands lying untilled during the fecef- 
fion of the commons ; and afterwards, a famine, not 
lefs fevere than what is felt in a befieged city j and 
which would have incrcafed to fuch a degree that the 
flaves, without doubt, and alfo many of the cont- 
tnons, muft have perilhed, had not the confuls taken 
meafures to remedy it, by lending to all quarters to 
buy up corn ; not only into Etruria on the coaft to 
the right of Oftia, and through the Volfcians, along 
the coaft on the left as far as Cumae, but even to 
Sicily ; for the haired, entertained againft them by 
their neighbours, compelled them thus to look for 
^id to diftant countries. After a quantity of corn 
had been purchafed at Cumae, the fliips were de- 
tained by the tyrant Ariftodemus, as the property of 
the Tarquinii, whofe heir he was. Among the Vol- 
fcians, and in the Pomptine diftridt, it could not 
-even be purchafed, the perfons employed in that 
bufincfs being in danger of their lives from the vio- 
lence of the inhabitants. From Etruria, fomc corn 
'.was conveyed by the Tiber, by which the people 
were fupported. At this unfeafonable time, while 
thus diftrclled by the fcarcity, they were in danger 
of Icing farther haraffed by war, had not a molt 
deftruftive peftiicncc attacked the Volfcians, when 
.they were juft ready to commence hoftilities. By 
.this dreadful calamity the enemy were fo dilpirited. 
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that, even after it had abated, they could not entirely ® ® ® K 
rid their minds of the terror which it had occafioned. . — 
Befides, the Romans not only augmented the num- Y.R. s6s. 
bers of their colony at Velitrs, but fent a new colo- 
ny into the mountains of Norba, to ferve as a bar- 
rier in the Pomptine territory. In the fucceeding 
coniulatc of Marcus Minucius, and Aulus Semproni- Y.R.iS^. 
us, a great quantity of corn was brought from Sicily, 
and it was debated in the lenate, at what price it 
ihould be given to the commons: many were of 
opinion, that now was the time to humble the com- 
mons, and to recover thofe rights, which, by the fe- 
ceiTion and violence, had been extorted from the 
patricians ; Marcius Coriolaniis particularly, an 
avowed enemy of the power of the tribunes, faid. 

If they wifh to have provifions at the ufual price, 
let them reftore to the patricians their former 
** rights : why am I obliged, after being fent under 
** the yoke, after being ranfomed, as it were, from’ 

** robbers, to behold plebeian magiftrates, to behold 
Sicinius inverted with power and authority ? Shall 
I fubmit to fuch indignities longer than neccllity 
compels me ? Shall I, who could not., endure 
“ Tarquinius on the throne, endure Sicinius? Let 
“ him now fecede, let him call away the commons : 

the road is open to the facred mount, and to other 
“ hills : let them carry off the corn from our lands, 

** as they did two years ago : let them make the beft 
** of the prefent flatc of the market, which they 
have occafioned by their own madnefs. I affirm 
« with confidence, that when they arc brought to 
reafon by their prefent fufferings, they will them- 
felves become tillers of the lands, ratlier than take 
arms and fecede, to prevent their being tilled.” 
Whether fuch a mcafurc were expedient, is not now 
eafy to fay j but, in my opinion, it was very prac- 
ticable for the patricians, by infilting on terms for 
lowering tlie price of provifions, to have freed tbem- 

M 3 felves 
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B d 0 K felves from the tribunitian power, and every oth^r 
^ . reftraint unpofrd on ^em againft their will. 

Y.R. *«J. 

B.C.f»9* XXXV. The method propofed, both appeared 
to the (enatc to be too harfc, and incenfed the com- 
mons to fuch a degree, that they were very near 
haying rccourfe to artns. They compkined, that, 
as if they were enemies, attempts were made ta 
*•* deftroy them by famine ; that they were de- 
frauded of food and fuftenance ; that the foreign 
corn, the only fupport which, unexpeftcdly, for- 
tune had given them, was to be fnatched out of 
their mouths, unlefs the tribunes were furren- 
*■* dered up in bonds to Caius Marcius ; unlefs he 
«* were gratified by the perfonal fufferings of the 
*.* Roman commorii : a new kind of executioner 
** had come forward againft them, who gave them 
no alternative but death or fiavery.” They would 
' have proceeded to violence againft him as he came 
out of the fenate-houJe, had not the tribunes very 
opportunely fummoned him to a trial. This fup- 
prclTed their rage, when eveiy one faw himfclf a 
judge, and empowered to decide on the life and 
death of his foe. At iirft, Marcius heard the threats 
of the tribunes with Icorn : “ The authority given 
** to their office," he faid, “ extended only to the 
affording protedion, not to the inflidling of pu- 
nifhment. That they were tribunes of the com- 
mons, not of the patricians." But the whole 
body of the commons had taken up the caufe, with 
fuch implacable animollty, that die patricians were 
under the necefliiy of devoting one viftim to punifh- 
jnept, for the general fafety. They ftruggled how- 
ever, notwirhftanding the weight of the public 
hatred which they had to contend with, and not on- 
ly each particular member, but the whole colleftive 
body exerted their utmoft efforts; and firft they 
l^ed, whether by polling their clients in fevera| 

places 
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places convenient for the purpofe, they could not ® ^ o ^ 
deter the feveral plebeians from attending the meet- . ‘ j 

ings and cabals, and thereby put a Hop to farther Y.u. i6%. 
proceedings. Afterwards, they all came forth in a 8 -C. 489 . 
body, addreffing the commons with intreaties and 
Applications •, one would have thought that every 
one of the patricians was going to (land his trial : 
they befought them, if they did not think proper to 
acquit him as innocent, yet confidering him as guil- 
ty, to grant as a favour, on their requeft, the pardon 
of one citizen, one fenator. Hbwever, as he himfelf 
did not appear on the day appointed, they perfifted 
in their refentment- He was condemned in his ab- 
fence, and went into exile to the Volfcians, uttering 
menaces againft his country, and breathing already 
the refentment of an enemy. The Volfcians re- 
ceived him kindly on his arrival, and daily increaled 
their attention and refped, in proportion as they had 
opportunities of obferving the violence of his anger 
agninft his countr) men, and often heard him utter 
complaints, and eycn threats againft them. He 
lodged in the houfc of Attius Tullius, who was then 
the man of the greateft confequence, by far, of any 
among the Volfcians, and an inveterate enemy to the 
Romans : and the one, being il inriulated by an old 
animofity, the other, by frclh n fenrinenr, they be- 
gan to concert fchemes for bringing about a war 
with Rome : they judged that it would be a difficult ^ 
matter to prevail on their people to take arms, 
which they had fo often tried with ill fuccels ; that 
by the many wars which they had fuftainedat differ- 
ent times, and lately by the lofs of their young men 
in the peftilence, their fpirits were broken j and that 
it was ncceffary to make ufe of art, in order that 
their hatred, which had now loft its kcennefs through 
length of time, might be whetted anew by fome 
Irelh cauie of refentment. 
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® XXXVI. It happened that prepaiations were 

then making at Rome for a repetition of the great 
Y.R. •$]. games. The reafon of repeating them was thisi 
S. C.4t9* on the morning of the day when the games were tq 
have been celebrated, before the fliews began, fome 
mafter of a family, after lalhing a flave loaded with a 
neck-yoke» had driven him acrofs the middle of the 
circus i the games afterwards began, as if this affair 
had no relation to religion. Some fliort time after, 
Titus Atinius, a ple|?eian, had a dream ; he imagined 
Jupiter to have faid to him, that “ the dancer, who 
performed before the games, had been dirpleafing 
to him, and unlcfs thofc games were repeated, 

. and that in a magnificent manner, the city would 
« be in danger ; and ordered him to go and tell this 
“ to the confuls.” Although the man’s mind wa^ 
under the influence of a confiderable degree of fuper- 
llition, yet the awe which he felt of the high dignity 
of the magiftrates,* and his own apprehenfions left he 
Ihould be treated by them, and tne public, as an ob- 
je£t of ridicule, overcame tliat dread : this delay coft 
him dear i for, within a few days he loft his fon ; 
and, left the caufe of that fudden difafter lliould be 
doubtful, while he was overwhelmed with grief for 
his lols, the fame phantom appeared to him in his 
fleep, and feemed to alk him, “ whether he had got- 
.** ten a fufficient reward for his contempt of the 
** deity?” telling him that “ a ftUl greater yet 
** awaited him, unlefs he went immediately, and de- 
« livered the meffage to the confuls.” This made 
deeper impreffion on his mind, and yet he ftill hc- 
fitatcd and delayed, until at length he was attacked 
by a grievous diforder, a ftroke of the palfy ; then, 
at laft, he fubmitted to the admonitions of the divine 
difpleafure : and, wearied out by his paft fufferings, 
and the apprehenfion of others which threatened 
him, he called a council of his intimate friends j and, 
^ter he had acquainted them with thp feveral things 

whicl]i 
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wh!cli he had feen and heard, and with Jupiter’s o K 
Jiaving appeared to him fo often in his fleep, and . v*' j 

likewife the anger and threats of the deity, fo fpeedi- y,?. »6v 
ly fulfilled in the calamities which had befallen him, 6.0.489. 
in purfuance of the clear and unanimous opinion of 
all prclent, he was carried in a litter into the Forum, 
to the confuls: from thence he was conveyed, by 
order of the confuls, into the lenatc-houlcj where, 
when he had related to the fenate the fame accounts, 
to the utter afloniihment of all, behold another mi- 
racle ; it is recorded, that he, who had been carried 
into the lenate-houfe incapable of ufing any of his 
limbs, had no fooner difeharged his duty, than he 
was able to walk home without affiftancc. 

XXXVII. The fenate decreed that the games 
fhould be exhibited in the moll Iplendid manner. 

To thefe games, in confcquence’of a plan laid by 
Attius Tullus, a vafi: number of the Volfcians re- 
paired : before the commencement of the exhibi- 
tion, Tullus, according to die fcheme concerted at 
home with Marcius, came to the confuls, told them 
that he wifhed to confer with them, in private, on 
Ibme matters which concerned the commonwealth, 
and, every other perfon having retired, he addrefled 
them thus : “ It is painful to me, in the extreme, 

" to fay any thing of my countrymen that is not to 
" their honour : I do not come, however, to charge 
“ them with having committed any wrong aft, but 
to guard againfl fuch being committed that the 
difpofitions of our people arc fickle, to a degree 
« infinitely beyond what might be wifhed, numer- 
“ ous difafters have given fenfible proofs •, for, to 
“ your forbearance it is owing, and not to our own 
deferts, that we have not been utterly deftroyed. 

There are great numbers of the Volfcians now in 
** this city j there are games to be celebrated j the 
public will be intent on the exhibition j t well re- 
member the outrage which was committed in this 

“ city. 
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B o o k' « city, by the Sabine youths, on a fimilar occafion; 
. “ I Ihudder with apprehenfion, left fome inconfi- 

Y.K.S63. ** derate and rafh deed may enfuej thus much I 
B<C. 4S9. « thought it my duty, both for our own fake, and 
for yours, to mention beforehand to you, who arc 
** confuls } for my own part, I intend to depart in- 
** ftantly, and return home, left, if I ftiould be pre- 
lent, my charafter might be ftained with the im-» 
** putation of fome improper word or aftion.” Af- 
ter this difeourfe he departed. The confuls pro- 
pofed the matter to the confideration of the fenate, 
as fufpicion indeed, unfupported by proof, but yet 
coming from a pt rlbn whofc authority was of great 
weight : the authority then, rather than any reafon 
appearing in the cafe, as it often happens, deter- 
mined them to ufe precautions, even though they 
might be fuperfluous ; and a decree being palfed, 
that the Volfcians Ihould retire from the city, criers 
were difpatched to every quarter, to order them all 
,to remove before night: at firft, they were ftruck 
with great terror, as mey ran up and down to their 
lodgings, to take away their effefts : indignation af- 
terwaids filled their minds, when they were begin- 
ning their journey j they confidered themlelvcs ftig- 
matifed as perfbns infamous and polluted ■, driven 
away from the converfc of men and gods ; from 
public games, on the day of a feftival. 

XXXVIII. As they formed in their journey al- 
moft one continued train, T ullus, who had gone on 
before to the fountain of Fercntina, accofted the 
chief perlbns among them as each arrived j and, by 
alking queftions, and exprefting indignation, while 
they greedily liftened to expreflions which favoured 
their refentment, led them down, and by their 
means, the reft of the multitude, to a ])lain tliat lay 
near the road, and there began to harangue them, 
as if at a general alfembly : Although,” faid he, 
** ye ihotm forget all the injurious treatment which 
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ye formerly received from the Roman people,® °iP 
the calamities of the Volfcian race, and every , -p j 
t‘ other matter of the kind, with what degree of Y.R. 16}. 
patience do ye bear this infult thrown on you to- 
day, when they commenced their games by ex- 
hibiting us to public ignominy ? Did ye not per-? 
ccive, that they performed a triumph over you 
this day ? That, as ye were retiring, ye ferved 
as a fpeftack to all their citizensi to foreigners, 
to fo many of the neighbouring nations ? That 
your w'ives and your children were led captives 
“ before the eyes of the public ? What do ye fup- 
pefe were the fentiments of thofe who heard 
** the words of the crier, of thofe who ■ beheld 
** you departing, or of thofe who met this dif- 
f‘ graceful cavalcade ? Wliat elfe but that wc 
“ muft be fome polluted wretches, whofe prcfencc 
“ at the Qiows w'oiiIJ contaminate the games, and 
render an expiation neceflary j and that therefore 
** we were driven away from the manfions of a peo- 
“ pie of fuch purity of chara£ker, from their meet- 
“ ing arid converfc ? And belides, does it not ferike 
you, that we lliould not now be alive, if we had 
“ not haftened our departure ? if indeed it ought to 
be called a departure, and not a flight. And do 
** ye not confider as enemies the inhabitants of that 
** city, wherein, had ye delayed for one day, ye 
“ muft, every one of you, have perifoed ? It was a 
declaration of war againd; you j for which, thofe , 
who made it will fuffer feverely, if ye have the 
fpirit of men.” Their anger, which was hot be- 
fore, was, by this difeourfe, kindled to a flame, ia 
which temper they feparated to their fevcral homes, 
and each taking pains to roufe thofe of his own Rate 
to vengeance, they foon cflfeftcd a general revolt of 
the whole Volfcian nation. 

XXXIX. The commanders appointed for this 
war, by the unanimous choice of all the Hates, were 
^ttius TuUus and Caius Marcius the Romao exile $ 
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B o 0 K on the 'latter of whom they rcpofcd by far the 
. . greater part of their hopes j nor did he dilappoint 

y,R. »6j. their expeftations, but gave a convincing proof that 
**'C*4»9* die Roman commonwealth was more indebted for 
its power to its generals, than to its troops. March- 
ing to Circeii, he firft expelled the Roman colon- 
ifts from thence, and delivered the city, after re- 
ftoring it to freedom, into the hands of the Vol- 
feians : turning thence acrofs the country towards 
the Latine road, he deprived the Romans of their 
late acquifitions, Satricum, Longula, Polufca, and 
Corioli. He then retook Lavinium, and afterwards 
took Corbio, Vitellia, Trebia, Lavici, and Pedum, 
one after another. From Pedum, laftly, he led his 
forces towards the city, and pitching his camp at the 
Cluilian trenches, five miles from the city, fent from, 
thence parties to ravage the lands of the Romans ; 
appointing peribns among the plunderers, to take 
care thar the lands of the patricians Ihould be left 
iinmolefted ; either becaufe his anger was levelled 
principally againft the plebeians, ^or with the de- 
fign of caufing thereby a diflenfion between the pa- 
tricians and commons j which would have been the 
conlequencc, fo powerfully did the tribunes, by 
their invedtives againft the patricians, excite the 
reftntment of the commons, which was but too 
violent before, but that, however full tlieir minds 
were of mutual diftruft and rancour, their dread of 
a foreign enemy, the ftrongeft tie of concord, obliged 
them to unite : in one point only they difagreedj the 
fenate and confuls placing their hopes entirely in 
arms, the commons preferring all other meafures to 
war. By this time, Spurius Nautius and Sextus 
Farius were confuls. 'While they were employed 
in reviewing the legions, and polling troops on the 
walls, ahd in other places, where it was thought 
proper to fix guards, and watches, a vaft multitude 
pf people aflembling, and infiffing on peace, terrified 
i^mt.at firft, by their feditious clamours, and, at 
c<»npelled them to aflembk the fenate, and 
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there propofc the fending of atnbafladors to Caiits book 
M arcius. The fenate, finding that they could not . 3^' ^ 
depend on the fupport of the commons, took jhe Y.R. »fis. 
matter into confideration, and fcnt deputies to Mar- 
cius to treat of an accommodation : to thefe he re- 
plied, in harlh terms, that “ if their lands were re- 
“ ftored to the Volfcians, a treaty might then be 

opened for an accommodation ; but if they were 
“ refolved to enjoy, at their eafe, what they had 
“ plundered from their neighbours in war, he would 
“ not forget either the injuftice of his countrymen, 

“ or the kindnels of his hofts, but would take fuch 
“ fteps as Ihould fliew the world, that his courage 
« was irritated by exile, not deprefled.” The fame 
perfons being fent a fecond time, were refufed ad- 
mittance into the camp. It is related, that the 
priefts afterwards, in their facred veftments, went 
as fuppliants to the camp of the enemy, but had no 
more influence on him than the ambaffadors. 

XL. T HE matrons then aflembled in a body about 
Veturia the mother of Coriolanus, and Volumnia his. 
wife j whether this was a fcheme of government, or 
the rcfult of the women’s own fears, I cannot dif- 
cover. It is certain that they carried their point, 
and that Veturia, a woman fer advanced in years, 
and Volumnia, leading two little fons whom fhe had 
by Marcius, went to the camp of the enemy} fo 
that women, by tears and prayers, preferved the 
city, which the men were not able to preferve by 
arms. When they arrived at the camp, and Co- 
riolanus was informed that a great cavalcade of wo- 
men was approaching, he, who had not been moved, 
either by the majefty of the ftate, reprefented in its 
ambafladors, or by the av/ful addrefs made by the 
minifters of religion, both to his fight and his un- 
derftanding, at firfl: refolved to Ihew himfelf ftill 
more inflexible againft the tears of women : foon 
after, one of his acquaintance knowing Veturia, 

diftin- 
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BOOK diftinguUhed above the reft bf an extraordinary dc* 
. . ^rcc of fadnefs, as Ihe ftood between her daughter- 

V.R.S6S. in-law^ , and grandchildren, faidtohim, “ unlefsmy 
BkC 486. « eyes deceive me, your mother with your wife and 
** children are coming.” Coriolanus, in a tranfport 
of amazement, and almoft diftrafted, fpringing from 
his feat to embrace his mother as fbe advanced, the 
woman, inftcad of intreatics, addrefled him with angry 
reproofs ; “ Let me know,” faid fhe, “ before I re- 
ceive your embrace, whether I am come to an 
** enemy, or to a fon j whether I am in your camp 
** a priloncr, or a* mother. Was it for this, that 
** my long and unhappy old age has been Icngthen- 
' " ed out, that I might behold you an exile, and af- 
** terwards an enemy ; could you lay wafte this land, 
** which gave you birth and education ? whatever 
** degree of anger, whatever thirft of vengeance, 
** might have occupied your mind, on your march } 
** did you not, bn entering its borders, feel your 
paflion fubfide ? When you came within fight of 
Rome, did it not recur to you,-— within thofc walls 
• “ .ire my houfe and guardian gods, my mother, my 
wife, my children ? Had I never been a mother, 
then Rome would not have been now befieged : 
had I not a fon, I might have died free, and left 
** my country free ; but, for my part, there is no 
** fuffering to which I can be expofed, that will not 
refledl more dilhonour on you, than mifery on 
« me ; and be my lot as wretched as it may, I am 
** not to endure it long j let thefe claim your rc- 
” gard, who, if you perfift, can have no other prof- 
“ peft, but either untimely death, or lafting fla- 
“ very.” His wife and children then embraced 
him i and the whole crowd of women, uttering 
bitter lamentations, and deploring their own and 
their country’s fate, at length got the better of his 
obftinacy : fo that, after embracing and difmimng 
his family, he removed his camp to a greater dif- 
tance from the city ; foon after, he drew off the 

troops 
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troops entirely from the Roman territories, which book 
is faid ' to have inccnlcd die Volfcians fo highly . j, 
againft him, that he periflied under the efFedls ofY.R.»6fi. 
their refentment, by what kind of death writers do b«c. 4«6. 
not agree ; in the account given by Fabius, the moft 
ancient writer by far, I find, that he lived even to 
old age ; he mentions pofitively, that, when he be- 
came far advanced in years, he uled frequently to 
litter this remark, that “ the evils of exile bore 
“ much heavier on the aged.” The men of Rome 
were not fparing in bellowing oft the women the ho- 
nours which they had merited j lb diftant were the 
manners of that age from the pradlice of detrafling 
from the merits of others : tlicy even erefled and 
dedicated a temple to Female Fortune, as a lading 
monument of their meritorious condudl. The Vol- 
fcians afterwards, in conjundlion with the ^quans, 
made another inroad into the Roman territories ; but 
the iEquans foon became dilTatisfied at being com- 
manded by Attius Tullus; and in confcquence of 
the difpute, whether the Volfcians or the ^quans 
Ihould give a general to the combined army, a le- 
paration enfued, and foon after a furious battle. 

There the good fortune of the Roman people 
waded the two armies of its enemies, in a conteft 
no lefs bbody than obdinate. The confuls of the Y. R. t6r 
next year were Titus Sicinius and Caius Aquillius. ^'C**** 
The Volfcians were allotted, as a province, to Si- 
cinius ; the Hernicians, for they alfo were in arms, 
to Aquillius. The Hernicians were fubdued in that 
year. The operations againd the Volfcians ended 
without any advantage being gained on either fide. 


XLI. The next confuls cledbed were Spurius Caf- V.R.»«t 
lius and Proculus Virginius. A league was made 
with the Hernicians. Two-thirds of their lands 
were taken from them, one-half of which the conful 
Caffius intended to didribute among the Latines, the 
other half among the commons. To this donation 

he 
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* ® ® ® he propofed to add a confiderablc traft of land* 

1 j which he, alleged was the property of the public, 
Y.it.«6s, though poflcflcd by private pcrfons; many of the 
B.C. 4S4. patricians, who were themfelves in poljfeflion of the 
land, were hereby alarmed for the fafety of their, 
property, and beiides, that body in general waS- 
leized with anxiety for the lafety of the public j ob- 
ferving that the conful, by thefe donatives, was 
forming an influence dangerous to liberty. This 
was the firft propofal of the agrarian law, which, 
from that time to the prefent age, has never been 
agitated, without the moll violent commotions in 
the ftate. The other conful oppofed the donations i 
and in this, he was 'upported by the patricians, nor 
did all the common's join the oppofite party: at 
firft, they began to delpife a. gift, which was not 
confined to thcmlelves, but extended to the allies, 
in common with the citizens : then they were ac- 
cuftomed to hear the conl'ul Virginius in the aflem- 
blies frequently, as it were, prophefying, that " the 
** donatives of his colleagues were full of infedlious 
** poifon } that thofe lands would bring flavery on 
iuch as ftiould receive them ■, that he was paving 
“ the way to arbitrary power; for why ftiould the 
** allies and the Latine nation be thus included ? 
“ What was the intent of reftoring a third part of 
the lands, taken in war, to the Hernicians, who 
** fo lately were enemies, only that thefc nations 
** might fet Caflius at their head as a leader, inftead 
** of Coriolanus.” Whoever argued and protefted 
againft the agrarian law, was now furc of popularity ; 
and, from that time, both the confuls vied with each 
other in humpuring the commons. Virginius de- 
clared, that he would allow the lands to be affigned, 
provided they were not afligned to any other than 
, citizens of Rome. Caflius, finding that, by his pur- 
fuit of popularity among the allies, which he had 
■ betrayed in the propofed diftribution of the lands, 
he had lowered himfclf in the eftimation of his coun- 
trymen. 
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tfynien, and, hoping to recover their efteem by ^ ® ^ 

another donative, propofed an ofdcr that the money . ^ 

k-eceived for the Sicilian corn ftiould be refunded to y.r.x<8, 
the people ; but this the commons rejefted with as B'C.4*4'‘ 
much difdain, as if he were avowedly bartering for 
arbitrary power ; fo ftrohgly were they influenced 
by their inveterate fufpicions of his ambition^ that 
they fpurned at all his prefents, as if they were in a 
ftate of affluence j and no fooner did he go Out of 
offiOe, than he was condemned and executed, as we 
are iriformed by undoubted authority. Some lay 
that it was his father who inflifted this punifhment 
ton him j that having, at home, held an inquiry into 
his condudt, he fcourged him, and put him to death, 
and confecrated the allowance fettled on his fon*, to 
Ceres ; that out of this a ftatuc was erefted. With this 
inlcription, ** Given from the Gafllan family.” I 
find in fome writers, and it is the more credible ac- 
countj that he was profecuted for treafon by the 
quaftors Caefo Fabius and Lucius Valerius; that, 
he was condemned on a trial before the people, and 
his houfe razed by a public decree : it ftood on the 
fpot which is now the area before the temple of 
Tellus. However, whether the trial was private or 
public, he was condemned in the confulate of Ser- 
vius Cornelius and "Quintus Fabius. 


Y.R. 

R.C.48}. 


XLII. The anger which the people had conceiv- 
ed againft Caflius, was not of long continuance. 
The alluring prolpe<51:s, held out by the agrarian 
law, were fufficient, of themlelves; now the propofer 
of it was removed out of the way, to make a lively 
impreffion on their minds ; and their eagernefs, in 
purfuit of them, was inflamed^ by an afl of unrea- 
fonable parfimony in the patricians, who, when the 


* By the Roman law, a father had full and abfolnte power, even to 
life and death, over his children, who were in a ftate of abl’olute 
very j even what property thty might acquire, belonged not to them* 
but to their father. 

VOL. r. u Volfcians 
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^ ^ Yolfciaas and iSEquans were vanquilhed in that year, 

.■ defrauded the troops of the booty': the whole of what 
Y.'^. asy. was taken from the enemy, the conful Fabius fold, 
9* c;.4*3*, and lodged the produce of it in the treafury. The 
name of Fabius was odious to the commons, on ac- 
count of the laft conful j yet the patricians had influ- 
y.R. * 70 . ence enough to procure the eledtion of Casio Fabius 
■* *' to the confuKhip, with Lucius iEmilius. This far- 
ther exafperated the commons, who, by railing a 
fedition at home,* encouraged foreign enemies to 
attack them : the war put a Hop to intelrine diflen- 
fions. The patricians and plebeians united, and 
under the conduct of ^milius, with little lofs to 
thcmfelves, overthrew in battle the "Vollcians and 
^quans, who had revived hollilities. On this oc- 
cafion, the enemy loft greater numbers during their 
retreat, tlian in the l/attlej for, after they were 
broken, they were purfued by the cavalry to a great 
diftance. In the fame year, on the ides of July, the 
, temple of Caftor was dedicated : it had been vowed, 
during the Latine war, by Poftumius the didtator, 
and his fon, being a])pointed duumvir for the pur- 
pofe, performed the dedication. This year allb 
the minds of tlie people were tempted to new exer- 
tions, by tlie charms of the agrarian law. The 
tribunes wilhed to enhance the popularity of their 
office, by promoting that ]>opular law. The patri- 
cians, convinced that the multitude were, of them- 
felves, without any inftigation, too much inclined to 
defperatc meafures, looked with horror on fuch 
largcffes, as incitements to adls of temerity •, and they 
found in the confuls, leaders as active as they could 
wilh, in oppoling thole proceedings : their party 
conlcquencly prevailed; and that, not only for the 
prelent, but they were able to appoint as confuls for 
approaching year Marcus Fabius, brother to 
Caefo, and Lucius 'Verus, who was ftill more odious 
to the plebeians, on account of his having been the 
prolccucor of Spurius Caffius. In that year, there 

was 
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Was another conteft with the tribunes ; the law was ^ K 

now confidered as a vain projcdt, and the propofcrs . ^ 

of it difregarded as claiming merit from holding oUt y.R. » 7 t. 
to* people’s view, advantages which were not attain- B.c.+si. 
able. The name of Fabius was now held in the 
higheft eftimation after three fucceffive confulates, 
all of which had been uniformly dillinguKhed by 
contefts with the tribunes j and, for that reafon, this 
dignity was continued in the fame ^family, for a con- 
ilderable time, from a general perfualion, that it 
could not be placed in better hands. Soon after thisj 
war was undertaken againft the Veientians. The 
Volfcians alfo revived hoftilities. But for fecurity 
againft foreign enemies, the ftrength of the Romans 
was more than fufficient ; and they perverted it to a 
bad purpofe, to the fupport of quarrels among them- 
felves. To add to the general dilquiet, feveral 
prodigies appeared i the Iky, almoft daily, exhibiting 
threatening portents, both in the city and in the 
country: the foothfayers, cniploycd both by the 
ftate, and by private perfons, after confulting both 
entrails,- and birds, declared that no other caufe of 
the di4>leafure of the deity exifted, than that the 
worfhip of the gods was not duly performed. All 
their apprehenfions however ended in this, that Op- 
pia, a veftal, was convifted of a breach of chaftity, 
and fuffered punifhment. 

XLIII. Quintus Fabius, a fecond time, and Y.R. *7*. 
Caius Julius, then fucceeded to the Confulfhip. 

During this year, the domeftic dillenfions abated not 
of their acrimony, and the war abroad wore a more 
dangerous afpeftt The .^quans took up arms. The 
Veientians even Carried their depredations into the 
territories of the Romans. And as thefe wars appear- 
ed every day more alarming, Caefo Fabius and Spu- 
rius Furius were made confuls. The ^quans laid B.c.+yj! 
fiege to Ortona, a Latinc city. The Veientians now, 
fatiated with booty, threatened to beftege Rx>me it- 

N 2 Iclf: 
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felf: yet all thefc dangers which furrounded thertYy 
in/lead of reftraining the ill-’humouf- of the commons^ 
only ferved to augment it : they refumed the prac- 
tice of refufing to enlift as foldiers, not indeed 'of 
their own accord ; but Spurius Liernius, a plebeian 
tribune, tliinking that this was the time to force the 
agrarian law on the patricians, when it would be 
iinpoflible for them to make oppoficion, had under- 
taken to obftruft, the preparations for war. 'How- ' 
ever, all the odium excited by this exertion of the 
tribunitian power recoiled on the author ; nor did the 
confuls unite their efforts againft him with more 
eager zeal, than did his own colleagues, by whole af- 
fjftance the confuls completed the levy. Armies 
were raifed for the two wars at the fame time ; the 
command of one was given to Fabius, to be led 
againft the j^quans j of the other to Furius, againft 
the Veientians. * In the expedition againft the lat- 
ter, ndthing memorable was performed. Fabiua 
met with a great deal more trouble from his coun- 
trymen, than from the enemy : that Angle man, by 
his condudt, as conful, fupported the commonwealth, 
which the troops, out of averfion to the conful, as far 
as lay in their power, trtacheroufly betrayed to ruin: 
for, after mimberlefs oti'er inftances of military /kill, 
which the conlul liad difplayed, both in his prepara- 
tory meafures, and in his operations in the field, 
when he had made fuch a difpofition of his forces, 
that, by a charge of his cavalry alone, he put the ene- 
my to rout, the infantry refufed to purfue their broken 
troops j nor could any motive, not to mention the 
exhortations of the general, whom they liated, nor 
even the immediate conftquence of infamy to them- 
fclves, and dilgrace to the public, nor the danger to 
which they wpuld be expofed, ftiould the enemy re- 
fume 'their courage, prevail on them to quicken their 
pace, or even ro ftand in order of battle, without do- 
ing any thing more; witiiout orders, they faced 
about; ’and, with deieded countenances, fo that one 

woyld 



OF ROME. i8i 

Mrould think they had been vanquiflicd, retired, to ® o o K 
their camp, execrating, at one time, the general, at 
another, the exertions of the cavalry. Nor did the Y.R. »7i. 
general lay himfclf out to find an) remedy for fuch a + 79 * 
pcftiknt example, Ihewing by one itiftancc among 
many, that men of the moll tranfcendcnt abilities are 
more apt to be deficient in the art of governing their 
own countrymen, than in that of conquering an ene- 
my. The conful returned to Rome, having reaped 
little freih glory from the war, but having irritated 
and exafperated, to a high degret, the hatred of the 
foldiers againft him. The patricians, notwithftand- 
ing, had influence enough to continue the confullhip 
in the Fabian family : they defied Marcus Fabius v.r.* 7^. 
to that office, and Cneius Manlius was appointed his B. c.4.78. 
colleague. 

XLIV. This year alfo produced a tribune hardy 
enough to make another attempt at sarrying tlie agra- 
rian law, This was Titus Pontificius, who piirfiicd the 
fame method, as if it had fuccceded, with Sptirius I A- , 
ciniiis, and for fome time obftrufted the levy. : the 
patricians being hereby again pcr[)lexcd, Appius 
Claudius aflTcrted, that “ the plan aclopted lalt year 
“ had efieftually fubdued the tribuniiian power, for 
the prelcnt, by the very aft, and, to all future 
times, by the example, wliich it had eftabliflied ; 
fince it was difeovereJ, how that power miglit be 
deprived of efficacy, tlirough the very means fijp- 
** plied by its own llrengcii ; for there would, at all 
times, be one among tiieio, ddirous of procuring 
" to hiinfelf a fuptriority over his colleague, and, at 
“ the fame time, the favour of the better part of the 
“ community, by promoting the good of the pub- 
lie : they v/ould even find more than one tribune, 
if more were necefiary, ready to lupport the eon- 
fuls, though one would be fufficient againft all the 
“ reft : only let the confuls, and principal fenators, 
exert thcmfclvcs, to fecure in the intcreft of the 
N 3 Qommou-*^ 
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BOOK »*, conynonwealth and of the fenate, if not all the 

** tribunes, yet as many at Icaft as they could/’ 

Y.R.\74. Convinced of the propriety of'Appius’s advice, the 
patricians in general addrefled the tribunes with ci- 
vility and kindnels j and thofe of confular dignity 
employed whatever perfonal influence they had over 
each of them ; and thus, partly by conciliating their 
regard, and partly by the weight of their influence, 
they prevailed on the tribunes to let their powers be 
direfted to the advantage of tlie ftate : and the con- 
fuls, being fupported by four tribunes, againft one 
oppofer of the public intereft-, completed the levy, 
They then marched their army againft the Veienti- 
aps, to whom auxiliaries had flocked from all parts 
of Etruria, induced to take arms, not fo much by 
affedion to the Veientians, as by the hopes which 
they had conceived, that the Roman ftate might be 
brought to ruin by inteftine difeord. Accordingly, 
in the aflemblies of each of the ftates of Etruria, the 
leading men argued warmly, that “ the power of 
• the Romans would be everlafting, unlefs civil dif- 
** fenfion armed them with rage againft each other, 
“ This was the only infeftion, the only poifon that 
operated on powerful ftates, fo as to fet limits to 
“ the duration of great empires. This evil, whole 
“ progreft had been long retarded, partly by die 
wile management of the patricians, and partly by 
the patient conduct of the commons, had now 
“ proceeded to exCremity ; out of the one, were 
formed two diftin< 5 t ftates, each of which had its 
owirmagiftrates, and its own laws ; at firft, though 
they ufed to give a loofe to their rancorous ani- 
** molities, on occafion when troops were to be le- 
** vied, yet thefe very men, as long as war conti- 
nued, paid obedience to their officers j and while 
military difeipline remained in force, whamver 
might be the ftate of affairs in the city, ruin mi^ht 
« be deferred: but now, the Roman foldier carried 
♦* with him to the camp, the cuftom of refuling 

« obediepec 
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** obedience to fuperiors: during the. lafl: war, in BO O K' 
“ the very field, in tlie heat of battle, the troops . -^.1, . 
** confpired to make a voluntary furrender of vido- y.r. *7*. 
** ry to the vanquilhed ^quans ; deferred their 
**' ftandards, forfook their general in the field ; and, 

“ in defpitc of orders, retreated to their camp. 

** Without doubt, if people would make the proper 
" exertions, Rome might be fubdued by means of 
its own forces : nothing more was neceflary, than 
** to make a declaration, and a fhew of war. The 
“ fates and the gods would of themfclves accomplifli 
the reft.” Such profpefts as thefe had allured 
the Etrurians to arm, notwithftanding all the vicifli- 
tudes of fuccefs and defeat, which they had already 
experienced. 

XLV. The Roman confiils themfclves had no 
other dread than of the power, and the arms, of their 
own countrymen : when they reflt’fled on the very 
dangerous tendency of their mifbehaviour, in the laft 
war, they were deterred from bringing thenifelves. 
into a fituation, where they would have two armies 
to fear, at the fame time : to avoid therefore being 
expofed to this double danger, they kept the troops 
confined within the camp, in hopes that delay, and 
time itfelf, might perhaps foften their refentment, 
and bring them back to a right way of thinking. 

This encouraged their enemies the Veientians and 
Etrurians, to a< 3 : with greater precipitation : at firft, 
they endeavoured to provbke the foe to fight, by 
riding up to the camp, and offering challenges ; andi 
at length, finding that this had no cffe6t, by reviling 
both the confuls tliemfelves, and the army } telling 
them, that “ the pretence of diffenfions among 
” themfelves, was an artifice contrived to cover 
“ their cowardice ; that the confuls were more dif- 
** fident of the courage of their troops, than of their 
“ difpofition to obey orders : that was a ftrange kind 
“ of fedition, which IhcWed itfelf in filence, and 
ti ^ ina^ion* 
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** inaction, among men who had arms in their 
” hands throwing out, befides, many reproaches, 
fome true, and ibmc falte, on the novelty of their 
origin, and of their race. Such inveftives, though 
Uttered with great vociferation, clofe to the veiy 
rampart and tlie gates, gave the confuls no manner 
of uneafinefs! but the minds of the uninformed 
multitude were ftrongly agitated, at one time by in- 
dignadon, at another by Ibame, and diverted from 
reflefting on domeftic quarrels : they could not bear 
the thoughts of futiering the enemy to infult them 
unrevenged, neither could they wilh fuccels cither to 
the confuls, or the patricians : thus there was a 
ftrugglc in their brealls, between their animofity 
againTt foreigners, and that which inflamed them 
againft their countrymen : the former at length pre- 
vailed, in confcquence of the haughty and infolenc 
IcofFs of the enemy : they aflembled in crowds at- 
the Prsetorium *,• demanding the fight, and requir- 
ing the fignal to be given. The confuls held a con- 
ifultation together, as if deliberating on the demand, 
and conferred for a confiderable time : they wilhed 
to fight; but it was necefiary to rellrain and conceal 
that wiftj, in order, by oppofition and delay, to add 
to the alacrity which had now fprung up in the minds 
of the troops : they returned for anfwer, that " the 
** meafure was premature : it was not yet a proper 
time for fighting. That they muft keep within 
“ the camp.” They then iffued orders, that “ all 
ihould refrain from fighting ; declaring, that if any 
“ one fliould engage without orders, they would 
** punifh him as an enemy.” After the troops were 
thus difmiffcd, their ardour for fighting increafed, 
in proportion to the averfion, which they fuppoled, 
in the confuls : befides, the enemy approached with 
much greater boldnefs, as foon as it became known 
that the confuls had dctcriiiiped not to come tq an 


* The general’s quarter!. 
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engagement; they thought they might continue tbcir 
infults with perfcil fafety ; that the foldicrs would not ^ 
be incrufted with arms ; that the bufinefs would end Y.R. »7«. 
in a defperate mutiny; and that the final period of 
the Roman empire was arrived. Buoyed up with 
thefe hopes, their parties prefled forward to the very 
gates, heaped reproaches on the troops, and hardly 
refrained from aflkulting the camp; but now, the 
Romans could no longer endure fuefi infults j from 
every quarter of the camp, they ran hallily to the 
eonfuls, and did not, as before, propoie their de- 
mand, regularly, through the principal, centurions, 
but every one of them joined in one general cla- 
mour. The affair was now ripe ; yet ftill the con- 
fuls Ihewcd a backwardnefs : at length beginning, 
from the uproar continually increafing, to dread a 
mutiny, Fabius, with the confent of his colleague, 
having caufed filcnce by found of trumjjet, faid, 

“ Cneius Manlius, that thofe men are able to con- 
quer, I know ; but they- themfelves have given 
“ me realbn to doubt, whether it is their wifh : foi; 

which realbn 1 am refolved and determined not to 
“ give the fignal, unlefs they fwear that they will 
“ return from the battle with vidory. Soldiers 
have once deceived a Roman conful in the field, 

“ but they will never deceive the gods.” There 
was a centurion, called Marcus Flavoleius, who was 
among the foremoft in demanding battle ; he cried 
out, “ Marcus Fabius, I will return viftorious from 
the field j” and, at the fame time, imprecated on 
himfelf the anger of father Jupiter, of Mars Gradivus, 
and the other gods, if he did not perform his pro- 
mife ; after him the whole army feverally took die 
fame oath. As foon as tliey had fworn, the fignal 
was given ; inllaqdy th^y took arms, and marched 
out to battle, full of rage and of confidence : they 
each of them bade the Etrurians now throw qiit their 
reproaches; now let the cnernyy who was fb alert jjj 
words, come in t{ic way of their arms : there was njOt 

. axoahs 
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S® ® K a man, on that day, either plebeian or patrician, who 
did not difplay an uncommon degree of valour : the 
V.|t. «74. Fabian name, and Fabian race, Ihone forth with pe-> 
9 ,C, culiar luftre ; they were determined to recover, in 
that batde, the affeftion of the commons, which; 
durii^ the many quarrels of the parties at home, had 
been withdrawn from them. The line was formed, 
nor did their Vcientian enemy or the Etrurian le- 
gions decline the combat. 

XLVI. These expected, almoll as a matter of 
certainty, that the Romans would (hew no more wil- 
lingnefs to fight againft them, than they had againft 
the iEquans : nay, confidering the high ferment of 
their paflions, and that, in the prefent cafe, the ilTue 
of a battle was uncertain, they did not defpair of ob- 
taining fome more important advantage. In this 
they were entirely difappointed, for in no former 
war did the Romans enter the field, inflamed with 
keener animofity j fo highly were they exafperated 
foy the taunts of tlie enemy on one fide, and the de- 
lay of the confuls on the other. The Etrurians had 
fcarcely time to form their ranks, before they found 
themfelves engaged in clofe fighr, hand to hand with 
fwords, the moft defperate method of deciding a 
battle, the javelins having in the firft hurry been 
thrown at random, rather than aimed at the enemy. 
Among the foremofl:, the Fabian family, particular- 
ly, attrafted the notice of their countrymen, and en- 
' couraged them by their example : as one of theft, 
Quintus fabius, who had been conful two years be- 
fore, advanced before the reft againft a thick body 
n£the Veientians, a Tufcan,who aflumed refolution 
from a confidence in his ftrengdi, and (kill in arms; 
name up to him unobferved, while he was bufiiy en- 
g^d with a number of foes, and thruft him through 
the breaft with his fword ; on the weapon’s being 
drawn out of the wound, Fabius fell to the ground. 
iUmies felt the foil of this one man, and the 
. . Romans 
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Rotmns were in confequcncic of it beginning to give ® o o S 
ground, .when Marcus Fabius thd conful leaped . j 
over the body where it lay, and oppoling his buckler y.R. 
to the enemy, called out, “ Soldiers, is this what ye 
** fwore, that ye would return to the camp, in flight ? 

Are ye fo much more afraid of the moft daftardiy 
enemy, than of Jupiter and Mars, by whom yd 
fwore: but 'for my part, though bound by no 
“ oath, I will either return viflorious, or die here, 

“ fighting befide thee, Quintus Fabius.” On this, 

Caefo Fabius, conful of the former year, faid to the 
conful, " Brother, do you expeft by words to pre- 
** vail on them to fight ? The gods by whom they 
“ have fworn will prevail on thcnv Let us, as be- 
comes our noble birth, as is worthy of the Fabian 
name, animate the men by deeds of valour, ra- 
thcr than by exhortations.” The two Fabii then 
rulhed forward to the front with their preftnted 
fpears, and drew the whole line along with them. 

XLVII. By thefe means, the battle was renewed 
on that fide ; nor, in the other wing, was Cneius 
Manlius, the conful, lefs ilrenuous in his efforts 
againfl: the enemy. Here too a like courfe of events 
took place : for as, in the other wing, the fbldiers 
followed Quintus Fabius with alacrity, fo did they 
here follow the conful Manlius, while he prefled, 
and almoft routed the enemy: and when he was 
compelled by a fevere wound, to retire from the 
fight, fuppofing him flain, they began to fhrink; 
and would have given way entirely, had not the other 
conful, riding- up to the place, at full fpeed, with 
fome troops of horfe, revived their drooping cou- 
rage } calling out, that his colleague was alive, ahd 
that he was come to their fupport, having defeated 
the enemy in' the other wing: Manlius alfo fhcwcd 
himfelf, in order to encourage them to return to’ the 
fight. The fight of the wo cohfuls fekitldred the 
pourage of the foldiers, and by this ume too, the 

j X « cncioy’s 
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® ® ® ^ enemy’s line was con{|derably w*eakcned } for, con- 
„■ fiding in the iuperiority of their numbers, they had 
V.R. *7f. drawn off a. part, and fent diem to attack the camp: 
^,C.47.8. thefg mej but little rcfiftance in the allauk, but waft- 
ed time afterwards, being more intent on plundcrj 
than on fighting ; and, in the mean time, the Roman 
Triarii*, who had not been able to prevent their 
breaking.in at firft, difpatched to the confuls an ac- 
count of their fituation, returned in a cornpad body 
to the Prtetorium, and without waiting for aid, of 
thcmfelvcs renewed* the combat. At the fame time, 
the conful Manlius having rode back to the camp, 
pofted troops at all the gates, and blocked up every 
paffage by which the enemy could retreat. The 
defperate fituation in which the Etrurians then law 
themftlvcs, infpired them not only with boldnels, 
but with fury ; fo that, after they had made fcveral 
fruitlefs eftbrts, attempting every place where they 
faw any profped of gaining a paffage, one band of 
their young men made an attack on the conful him- 
fclf, whom they dillinguilhcd by his armour: his at- 
tendants covered him from the firft dilcharge of their 
weapons j but could not long withftand their force : 
the conful, receiving a mortal wound, fell, and his 
attendants were entirely difperfcd. I'his added new 
confidence to the Etrurians, and fo difpirited the 
Romans, that they fled, in difmay, through all parts 
of the camp j and tliey would probably have been 
utterly ruined, had not the lieutenant generals, 
haftily removing the conful’s body, opened a paffage 
for the enemy, through one of the gates : through 
this they rulhed out j and, as they were retreating in 
the utmoft diforder, fell in with the other conful, 
who was fiulhed with fuccefs. In this fecond en- 
counter many were cut off, and the reft fled differ- 
ent ways. The viftory was complete, but the joy, 

• The Tfiarii were treteran foldiers^ approved valour : they 
fi^ed the third hence tlieir name. 

which 
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Which it occafioricd, was greatly dimped, by the ® o o' K 
death of two fuch illuiVrious perfons ; for which rea- 
Ion the conful, when the lenate were proceeding to Y.R. *745 
■vote him a triumph, told them, that ** if the army ®‘ O- 47*» 
" could triumph without their general, he would 
" readily confent to it, on account of their extraof- 
“ dinary good behaviour in that war : but as to him- 
** ftlfi while his own family was overwhelmed witll 
grief, for the death of his brother Qjiii)tus Fabius, 

“ and the commonwealth bewailed the lofs of a pa- 
rent, as it were, in that of one of its confuls, he 
“ would not accept of the laurel, blafted both by 
public and private mourning.” A triumph re-* 
fufed on fuch grounds, redounded more to his -ho- 
nour, than if he had adlually enjoyed it : fo true it is^ 
that fame prudently declined, often returns with dou- 
ble luftre. He then celebrated the two funerals of 
his colleague, and his brother, one after the other, 
and took upon himfclf the office of pronouncing the 
panegyric of both 5 in the performance of which, be , 
attributed to them, the merit of his own perform- 
ances, in fuch a manner, as Ihewed him to be entitled 
to the greateft fliare of any. Not lofing fight of the 
defign which he had conceived at the beginning of 
his confulate, of recovering the afFedtion of the com- 
mons, he diftributed the wounded foldiers among 
the patricians, to be taken care of, until they were 
cured. The greateft number were given to the 
Fabii, and by no others were they treated with more 
attention. Henceforward the Fabii grew high in 
the favour of the people, and that without pradtifing 
any management unfalutary to the ftatc. 

XLVIII. With the fame view, Caefo Fabius, Y-®* *7 r. 
whofe election to the confulfliip, with Titus Virgini- ’ ’ 
us, was owing as much to the favourable fupport of 
the commons, as to that of tlie patricians, would en- 
ter on no bufinefs, either of wars or levies, or any 
other matter, until the hopes of concord,, which had 

already 
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* * alr'ca4y crtaide fome jirogreis, fliould, as (pecdily ^s 

poFible, be ripened into a perfect union between the 
TfR. X 7 S. plebeians and patHcians. In the beginning of the 
]i*C. 477* yeaf therefore he propoled, that ** before any tri- 
bune fhould ftand forth to prefs the agrarian 
« Jaw> the fenate fliould feize the opportunity, and 
^ take to themfelves the merit of conferring that fa- 
« vour 1 that they Ihould diftribute among the com- 
mons, in as equal proportion as potTible, the lands 
** taken from their fencraics : for it was but juft that 
they Ihoujd enjoy them, by whofe blood and Iweafi 
they had been acquired.” The fenate rejected 
the propofal with difdain j fome of tliem even com- 
plained, that the talents of Cicfo, formerly fo brilli- 
ant, were, through a furfext of glory, become heavy 
and languid. No difputcs cnfued between the fac- 
tions in the city. The Latines were harafted by in- 
curfions of the iEquans ; Caefo being fent thither, 
with an army, retaliated on the .Squans, by ravag- 
ing their territories. They retired into the towns, 
and kept themfelves within the walls i confequently, 
there was no battle of any importance. .But, from 
the arms of the Veientians, a feverer blow was re- 
ceived, through the rafhnefs of the other conful j and 
the army would have been utterly deftroyed, had not 
Caelb Fabius arrived fcalbnably to its fupport. From 
that time there was neither peace, nor war, with the 
Veientians. Their proceedings were more like thofe 
of a banditti, than any thing elfe. On the approach 
of the Roman legions, they retreated into the town, 
and when they underftood that the legions were 
withdrawn, they made incurfions into the country j 
ftiifting alternately, from war, to quiet, and from 
quiet, to war. For this reafon, that bufinefs could 
neither be entirely negleftcd, nor brought to a con- 
Clufion. - There xvas reafon alfo to apprehend other 
wars, two of which were juft ready to break out, with 
dw ^quans and Volfcians, who only kept them- 
quiet, until dxe frcfli'fmart of their late dif- 

after 



OF ROME. t^1 

after ftiould wear off. And befidcs,;it was evident 8 o o K 
that the Sabines, ever hoftile, and all Etruria, would . — 1 j 
foon be in motion. But the Veientians kept the y.r. 
Romans in continual uneafinefs, by frequent infults, 8'C'+77i 
rather than by any enrerprile which threatened dan- 
ger, and this was fuch a budnefs as would neither 
allow them to negleft it, at any time, nor to turn 
their attention to other matters. While affwrs were 
in this ftate, the Fabian family addrefled the fenate ; 
the conful, in the name of the whole, fpeaking in this 
manner : Confeript fathers, ye know that the Vei- 

" entian war requires rather a conftant, than a ftrong 
“ force, on the frontiers : let your care be dirc&cd 
to other wars : commit to the Fabii that againft 
" the Veientians: we pledge ourlelvcs, that the 
majefty of the Roman name lhall be fafe on that 
“ fide ; that war, as our own, as the particular pro- 
vince of our family, we propefc to wage at our 
own private expence. The ftate lhall not be 
“ troubled either for men or money to fupport it.”, 

The warmeft thanks were given to them, and the 
conful coming out of the lenate, returned to his 
houfe, accompanied by the Fabii in a body, who 
had Hood in the porch of the lenate-houfe, waiting 
the fenate’s determination. They received orders 
to attend next day, in arms, at the conful’s gate, and 
then retired to their rclpedtive homes. 

XLIX. The report of this fpread immediately 
over the whole city, and all extolled the Fabii with 
the moft exalted encomiums ; that “ a Angle family 
“ had undertaken to fuftain the burthen of the ftate 
“ that the Veientian war was become a private con- 
“ cern, a private quarrel. If there were two other 
" families of equal ftrength in the city, one' of them 
might claim the Volfcians for their lhare, the other 
** the .ffiquans; thus all the neighbouring ftates 
** might be fubdued, and the Roman people, in the 
« mean time, enjoy perfeft tranquillity.” J^extday 

• the 
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® ® the Fabii took armS) and aflembled in the place dp- 
. pointed. The conru]> coming forth, in his militar/ 
TiK.« 75 . robe *, law his whole family in the court-yard, drawri 
,B.€.477> up in order of march, and being received into the 
centre, ordered them to fct forward. Never did an 
army, either fmaller in number, or more highly 
diftinguiftied in fame, and the general admiration of 
all men, march tlirough the city. Three hundred 
and fix Ibldicrs, all of them patricians, all of one 
race ; not one of Whom would be judged unfit for 
lupreme command by the fenate, when beft filled j 
at any time whatever, proceeded on their way; 
threatening deftrutStion to the ftate of the Vcientians, 
by the prowefs of one family. A crowd attended 
them, compofed, partly, of their own connexions, 
their relations and particular acquaintances, who held 
no moderation either in their hopes or anxieties, 
nor conceived any profpeXs but fuch as were bound- 
lefs ; and partly, of fuch as were attraXed by zeal 
/or the public intereft, all enraptured with cftccni 
and admiration. I’hey bade “ the heroes to pro- 
** cecdj to proceed with happy fortune, and to ob-^ 
tain fuccefs proportioned to the merit of their un- 
dertakingi” dcfirir.g them to expeX afterwards, 
-confulfhips, triump.hs, every reward, every ho- 
nour, which was in the power of the public to be- 
ftow.” As they pafled by the Capitol, the cita- 
del, and other facred places, whatever deities occur- 
red to the people’s fight or thoughts, to them they 
offered up their prayers, that they would “ crown 
that band with fuccefs and profperity, and foon 
•' reflore them in fafety to their country and their 
parents.” But their pr.iyers were fruitlefs. PafT- 
ing along the unfortunate ftreet, and through the 
right-hand poftern of the Carmental gate, theyarrive’d 

. ^ Before a conful fct out on he offered facrifices and 

. jjinyers in the Capitol 5 and thei), l. ymg aiide his confular gown* 
V, out of ihc city, dreffed in a military robe of Itate, called* 

VRti»4s«tieiuuni. , 
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at the river Cremera, which they judged to be a pro- book 

E er fitxjation for fecuring a poft by fortifications. . ^ 

.ucius .ffimilius and Caius Servilius were foon after 
elefted confuls. And as long as the operations of 
the war were confined ro predatory expeditions, the 
Fabii were not only fufficiently able to defend their 
poft, but by their excurfions, along the common 
boundaries, they both effcdually fecured their own 
frontiers, and fpread danger and devaftation in thofe 
of the enemy, through the whole, traft, as far as the 
Etrurian territories join the Roman. Their mutual 
depredations were foon after difeontinued, though but 
for a Ihort time, for the Veientians having collcftcd 
a reinforcement from Etruria, laid fiege to the poft 
at the Cremera; and the Roman legions, led thither 
by the conful Lucius Aimilius, fought a clofe en- 
gagement with the Etrurians in the field, in which, 
however,' the Veientians had fcarcely time to form 
their troops ; for in the midft of the iuirry, while 
they were taking their pofts under their feveral ban- 
ners, and placing bodies of referve, a brigade of Ro- 
man cavalry charged them fuddenly on the flank, 
in fuch manner as to put it out of their power either 
to make a regular onfet, or even to ftjnd th.eir 
ground : being thus compelled to retreat to the Red 
Rocks, where they had their camp, they humbly 
fued for peace: yet after it had been granted, they 
renounced it, before the Roman guard was with- 
drawn from the Cremera; fuch was their natural in- 
conftancy. 

L. The conteft, then again, lay between the 
Fabii and the Vejentian ftate, unfupported by any 
additional tbrees on either fide. There palTed be- 
tween them not only incurfions into each other’s 
territories, and fndden attacks on the parties employ- 
ed in thole incurfions, but feveral pitched battles, in 
the open field ; in which a fingle family of the Ro- 
man people often obtained victory over a ftate, at 
VOL. 1. 0 * that 
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B o o K that time, the moft powerful in Etruria. This, at 
. . firft. Rung the Veientians with grief and indignation; 

Y,R. 476, afterwards, they formed a defign, fuggefted by the 
?.C. 47«- prefent circumftances, of enfnaring, by a ftratagem, 
their enemy, elated with fuccefsj and they even ob- 
ferved, with plealure, the confidence of the Fabii 
daily increafmg, from a feries of fuccefsful attempts : 
in purliiancc of this defign, cattle were frequently 
driven in the way of the plundering parties, as if they 
had come there by chance ; the fields were deferted 
by the flight of the peafants, and the bodies of troops, 
fent to repel the invaders, retreated with pretended, 
oftener than real, fear. The Fabii had now con- 
trafted fuch a contempt of tlie enemy, that they 
thought their own arms invincible, and not to be 
withftood in any place, or on any occafion. This 
prefumption carried them fo fiir, that on feeing, from 
Cremera, fomc cattle at a diftance, though a long 
tra£l of country l&y between, yet as but few of the ene- 
my’s troops appeared, they ran down to feize them, 
• and prefl'ed forward with fuch carelefs hafte, as to 
pafs by the enemy’s troops, who lay in ambufli, on 
each Ctle of the very road, through which they 
marched, without difeovering them : they then dif- 
perfed thtmiclves on all fides to collei^t the cattle, 
which ran up and down, as was natural on being 
frightened ; wlien, Ibddenly, the enemy rofe from 
their concealments, and appeared not only in front, 
but on every fide of them. The fhout, which was 
carried entirely round, ftriT; ftruck them with terror, 
and, in a little time, they were aflailed by weapons 
on all fides. As the Etrurians clofed in upon them, 
they were obliged, hemmed in, as they were, by one 
continued line of troops, to contra6t the circle which 
they had formed, into a narrower compafs ; which 
circumftance fljcwed plainly, both the i'mallncfs of 
their number, and the great fuperiority of the Etru- 
rians,. svhofe ranks were multiplied as the fpace grew 
^narrower. They then changed their method of 
. . . fighting, 
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Bghting, and, inftcad of making head on all (ides, ® ® ^ 

bent their whole force towards one point •, where, . * . 

forming in the fliape of a wedge, and exerting every Y.R. *76. 
effort of their bodies and arms, they at length forced ♦ 7 ** 
a paflage. Their courle led to a hill of moderate 
acclivity ; there, firft, they halted j and then the ad- 
vantage of the ground affording them a little time to 
breathe, and to recover from the confternation into 
which they had been thrown, they afterwards even 
repulfed an attack of the enemy ;* and this little band 
would, with the aid of the ground, have come off 
vidtorious, had not a body of Veientians, fent round 
the ridge of the hill, made their way to the fummit : 
by this means the enemy became again fuperior j 
the Fabii were all cut off, to a man, and their fort 
taken. It is aereed on all hands, that the three hun- 
dred and fix periflicd ; and that only one fingle 
perfon, then quite a youth, was left, as a flock for 
the propagation of the Fabian race ; and who was, 
afterwards, on many emergencies, both in peace and , 
war, CO prove the firmed: fupporc of the ilate. 

LI. At the time when this dif.ifler happened, V.R., 77. 
Caius Horatius and 'I’itus Menenius were in the con- 
fulfliip. Menenius was immediately fent agaihft the 
Ftrurians, elated with their viclory. Me alio was 
worfted in battle, and the enemy took poflefiion of 
the Janiculum. Nor would the city, which befides 
the war, was diftrtffed alfo by I'carcity, have efcaped 
a fiege, the Etrurians having paffed the Tiber, had 
not the conful Horatius been recalled from the coun- 
try of the Volfcians. And fo near did the enemy 
approach to the walls, that the firft engagement was 
at the temple of Hope, in which no advantage was 
gained on either fide ; and the fecond, at the Collinc 
gate, in which the Romans obtained fomc fmall ad- 
vantage J and this, though far from decifivc, yet by 
reftoring to the foidiers their former courage, qua- 
lified'thcm the better to contend with the ^nemy in 
o 2 future. 
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B o o K future. Aulus Virginius and Spurius Servilius were 
, , next eleftcd confuls. After the lofs fuflrained in the 

y.'R. * 7 ^. laft battle, the Veientians avoided coming again to 
B.C. 474> an engagement. They employed themfelves in 
committing depredations, and fending out parties 
from the Janirulum, which ferved them as a for- 
trefs ; fcoured every part of the Roman territories, 
fo that neitiicr the cattle, nor the hulbandmen, could 
any where remain in fafety. At laft they were en- 
trapped by the iamc ftratagem, by which they had 
circumvented the Fabii ; purfuing Ibme cattle, which 
had been purpofely thrown in their way, as a temp- 
tation, they fell into an ambufeade. In proportion 
as their numbers were greater, fo was the flaughter. 
The violent rage, which this overtlirow excited, 
gave caiife and beginning to one much greater : for, 
having crofted the Tiber by night, they made an af- 
fault on the camp of the conful Servilius ; and, be- 
ing repulfed with great lofs, with difficulty efFcftcd 
a retreat to the Janiculum. The conful immediatc- 
* ly pafied the 'fiber from his fide, and fortified a 
camp at the foot of the Janiculum. Next day, as 
ibori as ligh.t appeared, partly led by the confidence, 
infpired by his fi’ccefs in the fight of the day before, 
but chiefly bccaufe the icarcity of corn made it ex- 
pedient to adopt even dangerous meafures, provided 
they were expeditious, he ralhly marched up his 
troops, againll the lleep of the Janiculum, to the 
camp of the enemy : there he met with a repulfe, 
more fhameful than that which he had given them 
the preceding d. y ; and lioth he, and his army, ov/ed 
their prefervation from dcilrudion to the timely in- 
tervention of hii coDeagiie. The l-'.rrurians, now in - 
doled betv/een the two armies, to one or other of 
which their rear was by turns expolcd, were entirely 
cut off., 'I hus, through a iortMnate adl of temerity, 
the Veientians were eficchially overpowered, and the 
,war broyghr to a conclufion. 
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LII. Together with peace, plenty returned to ® 
the city, corn being brought from Campania ; and ■ — 1 f 
every one, as foon as he was freed from the dread'of y.r. »7«. 
impending famine, producing the ftores which he 
had corice.aled. In this date of plenty and eafe, the 
people began again to grow licentious, and not find- 
ing abroad any caufe of complaint, fought for it, as 
ufua], at home. The tribunes put the minds of tlie 
commons in a ferment, adminiftering to them their 
ufual poifon, the agrarian law ; Toufcd their refent- 
ment againft the patricians, who oppofcd it ; and, 
not only, againfl: that body in general, but againft 
particular members of it. Quintus Confidius, and 
Titus Genucius, the pr<»polcrs of the agrarian law, 
lodged an accufation againft Titus Mcnenius ; the 
charge brouglu againft him was, die lofs of the fort 
of Cremcra, when he, the conful, was encamped in 
a fixed poft at no great diftance. .Him they crulh- 
ed, although the patricians ftruggled for him with no 
lefs zeal, than they had fliewn for Coriolaiiiis, and 
though his father Agrippa’s title to the fiivour of the’ 
public was not yet forgotten. The tribunes v/ent 
no farther than to impofe a fine, though they had 
carried on the profecution as ftJr a capital offence. 

On his being found guilty, they fixed his fine at two 
thoufand afes *. This proved fatal to him ; we are 
told that he could not bear the ignorniiiV, and anguifli 
of mind, which it occafioned, and tliat tiiis threw 
him into a difordcr which put an end to his life. 

Another was foon after brought to trial, Spurius Ser- 
vilius, againft whom, as foon as he went out of the 
confulfliip, in the beginning of the year in which Y.R. *79. 
Cains Nautius and Publius Valerius were confuls, a 
profecution was commenced by two tribunes, Lu- 
cius Ca;dicius and Titus Statius: he did not, like 
Menenius, meet the attacks of the tribunes with 
fupplications from himfelf and the patricians, but 
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B o o K with the utmoft confidence, infpired by innocence, 
. and by the jufticc of his claim to the favour of the 
Y.R. *79. piiblic : he was charged with mifconduil in the bat- 
U.C.473. jjg tjje Etrurians at the Janiculum j but being 
a man of an intrepid fpirit, as he had done formerly 
in the cafe of public peril, fo now in one that threat- 
ened himfelf, he difpelled the danger by facing it 
with boldncis ; in a ipecch full of undaunted forti- 
tude, he retorted on both tribunes and commons, and 
upbraided them wi{h the condemnation and death 
of Titus Mencnius, the fon of that man, to whole 
good offices the commons ftood indebted for the 
rcftoration of their privileges, for thole very laws 
and magillrates, which enabled them now to let loofe 
their paflions, in this unreafoijable manner. His 
colleague Virginius too, being produced as a wit- 
nefs, greatly affilled his caufe, by attributing to 
him a lhare of his own merit; but what did him the 
moll elTential fer^ice was, the fentence pafled on 
Menenius ; i'o great a change had taken place in the 
minds of the people. 

UTI. No fooner had thefe domeflip di!])utes 
fidcd, tlian a new war broke out with the Veientians, 
with whom the Sabines had united their forces. 
After auxiliaries had been brought from the I.atines 
and Hernicians, the conful Valerius, being fent with 
an army to Veii, inilantly attacked the Sabine camp, 
which they had pitched under the walls of their allies, 
and occalioned fuch conllernation, that while, with- 
out coliefting into a body, they ran diHercnt ways in 
linall parties, to repel the enemy’s alTauk, tlie gate, 
firll attacked, was taken ; and afterwards, within the 
rampart, there was rather a carnage than a battle. 
From the camp the alarm fpread into the city, and 
the Veientians ran to arms in as great a panic as if 
Veii were taken : Ibme went to fupport the Sabines, 
others fell upon the Romans, whole whole force and 
attentioa were employed on the camp ; and for a lit- 
tle 
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tie time the latter were put to a ftand and diforder- ® o K 
ed ; but loon forming two fronts, they feced the enc- . _ ‘ . 
my on both fidcs j and, at the fame time, the cavalry, y.r. 179. 
being ordered by the conful to charge, routed and®*^’'^73* 
difperfed the Etrurians. Thus were overcome in the 
fame hour, two armies of the two greateft, and moft 
powerful, of the neighbouring ftates. During thefe 
tranfadions at Veii, the Volfcians and JEquans had ^ 
encamped in the Latine territories, and laid wafte 
the country. The Latines thcmfelves, being joined 
by the Hernicians, without the aid either of Roman 
general, or troops, beat them out of their camp, 
and there, befides recovering their own efFefts, got 
polfelTion of immenfe booty. The conful Caius 
Nautius was, however, fent againtf the Volfcians 
from Rome, where, I fuppole, it was cbnfidered as 
improper, that the allies Ihould get a cuftom of car- 
rying on wars, with their own forces, and under their 
own direftion, without a Roman general and troops. 

There is no kind of feverity or indignity which was 
not pra£tifed on the Volfcians, yet they could not be* • 
forced to come to an engagement in the field. 

LIV. The next confuls were Lucius Furius and Y.R. »*o. 
Aulus Manlius. The Veientians fell to the lot 
Manlius as his province ; but the war there did not 
continue. At their requeft a ‘truce for forty years 
was granted them, and they were obliged to furnilli 
corn, and to pay the foldiers. No fooner was peace 
reftored abroad, than difeord immediately began at ’ 

home. The commons were let in a flame by the 
inftigations of the tribunes, on their conftant fubjefl, 
the agrarian law, which the confuls, not deterred by 
the condemnation of Mcnenius, or the danger incur- 
red by Servilius, oppofed with all their might. On 
this account, as foon as they went out of office, Ti- • 
tiis Gcnucius, tribune of the commons, laid hold of 
them. They were fucceeded in the confullhip, tiy Y.R. a*i, 
Lucius iEmilius and Opiter Virginius, In fome.®**'**^** 
o 4 ' annalsj 
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S K annals, bftead of Virgjnius, I find Vopifcus Julius, 

. _ ' / conful. Diifingtbis year, whoever were the confuls, 
y.R. iSi, Furiusand Manlius being fummoned to a trial before 
B. C*,47i. tjie people, went about in the garb of fuppliants, ad- 
drelTing not only the commons, but the younger pa- 
tricians. The latter they advifcd and cautioned to 
keep at a difiance from public employments, and 
the adminifiration of affairs, and to look on the 
confular fafccs, the praetexta, and curulc chair, as 
** nothing elfe th^ the decorations of a funeral j 
for thofc fplendid badges, like the fijlets of vic- 
tims, were placed on men who were doomed to 
death. But, if there were fuch charms in the con- 
** fulfhip, let them, once for all, be convinced, that 
** the confuHhip was crulhed,. and held in captivity 
by the tribunitian power ; that a conful, like a 
" tribune's bailiff, mufi adt in every thing according 
“ to his commands, and be obedient even to his 
nod. If he Ihbuld exert himfelf, if he Ihould fhew 
any refpedt to the patricians, if he fhould fuppofe 
that there was any other part in the ftate, but the 
“ commons alone, let him place before his eyes the 
banilhment of Caius Marciiis, and the condemna- 
tion and death of Mencniiis.” By fuch difeourfea 
the patricians were fired with indignation, and from 
that time they no longer held their confultations 
publicly, but in private, and fulFered but few to be 
privy to them : and here, however they might differ 
in other points, in this they were unanimous, that 
the accuftd fhould be refeued from danger, by any 
means poffible, vdiether right or wrong} and the 
moft violent method propofed, was the moil accept- 
able. Nor were they at a lofs for an adtor to per- 
petrate any, the moft atrocious deed : on the day of 
Jtri^ therefore/ when the people, ftanding in the 
Forum, in eager expedatbn, firft began to wonder 
that the tribune did not come down ; then begin- 
ning, from his delay, to fufpedl fomething amlfs, 
• fuppofed that he lud been tcrrirlei} from attend- 
V' I ing 
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Ing by the nobles, and complained that die caufe of B o o K 
the public was defeated, and betrayed by him. At . ^ 

length, fome who had been at the tribune's door, WR.'aSt, 
brought an account, that he was found dead in hi.s C. 
houfe. As loon as this report had Ipread through 
the alTembly, they every one feparated different 
ways, juft as an army, difperfes on the fall of its 
leader. The tribunes, particularly, were leized 
with the greateft terror, warned by the death of thpir 
colleague, how very little fecuriiy the devoting laws 
afforded them. The patricians, on the other fide, 
exulted with too little moderation : and fo far were 
they from feeling any compunction for the crime, 
that even thofe, who were clear of the guilt, wilhed 
to be confidered as the perpetrators of the deed j and 
they declared openly, that the tribunitian power 
muft be fubdued by feverity. 

LV. Soon after tliis victory had been obtained, 
by means which furnilhed a precedent of the worft 
tendency, a proclamation was ilTued for a levy of fol- 
diers j and the tribunes being awed into fubmiffion, 
the confuls accomplifhed the bufinefs without any in- 
terruption. The commons, on this, were highly en- 
raged, more on account of the acquicfcence of the 
tribunes, than of the execution of the orders of the 
confuls ; they declared, that ** there was an end of 
“ their liberty; that they were reduced again to 
“ their old condition, for the tribunitian power 
“ had expired with, and was buried in the grave of 
“ Genucius. Other means muft be devifed and 
“ praClifed, to put a ftop to the tyranny of the pa- 
“ tricians. There remained now only one method • . 
“ to be purfued; which was, that the commons, 

“ fince they were deftitute of every other protection, 

“ Ihould undertake their own defence. The retinue 
of the confuls confifted of twenty-four liCtors, aaid 
** even thefe were plebeians; no force could be 
more contemptible, or lefs capable of refiftahee. 
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B o O IC « if people Iiad but the fpirit to defpile them j bu{ 
. every oine magnified thole matters, and made them 

y.r/7s^ ** objeAs of terror to himfelf.” While they thus 
®*C*4>**lpurred on each other with fuch difeourfes as 
thcle, it happened that a lidor was fent by the con- 
ful to a plebeian of the name of Volero Publilius, 
who had infifted, that, having been a centurion, he 
could not be compelled to enlift as a common fol- 
dier. V’olero appealed to the tribunes ; but none of 
them fiipporting hiiv, the confuls ordered the man to 
be ftripped, and the rods to be got ready : “ I ap- 
peal to the people,” faid Volero, " fince the 
tribunes choofe rather that a Roman citizen 
“ fliould be beaten witli rods before their eyes, 
than themfclves fhould be murdered in their beds 
“ by your fadion.” The more vehemently he ex- 
claimed, the more violently did the lidor proceed 
in tearing off his clothes, and dripping him. Then 
Volero, who was' a man of great bodily ftrength, 
ami aided alfo by thofc who took part with him, 
drove away the lidor, and retired into the thickeft 
part of the crowd, where he heard the loudefl: c:?- 
preflions of indignation, at the treatment wliich he 
received ; at the fame time crying aloud, I appeal, 
and implore the protedion of the commons. 
Support me, citizens ; fupport me, fellow foldiers. 
“ You have nothing to exped from the tribunes, 
** who themlclves ftand in need of your fupport.” 
The people, inflamed with paflion, prepared them- 
fclvcs as for a battle : and there was every appear- 
ance of the conteft proceeding to fuch extremity, as, 
that no regard whatever would be paid, either to 
public or private rights. I'he confuls, haying un- 
dertaken to face this violent ftorm, quickly experi- 
enced that dignity, unfupported by Itrcngth, is not 
exempt from .danger. Their lidors were abufed, 
the fafccs broken, and themfclves forced to take re- 
fenate-houfe, uncertain how far Volero 
his vidory. In fomc time after, the tu- 

. mule 
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mult fubfiding, they affemblcd, the f^ate, and com- book 
plained to thcin of the ill-treatment which they had . ^ ‘ . 

lufFered, of the violence of the commons, and the Y.r. »*i. 
audacious behaviour of Volero : and, where, though 
many harfii methods of proceeding were propofed, 
the opinion Of the elder members prevailed j who 
recommended to the fcnate, not to let their con-' 
du£t be as llrongly marked, by pafllonate refent- 
ment, as that of the commons was by inconfidcrate 
violence. , 

LVI. The commons, intereftingthemfelves warm- 
ly in favour of Volero, chofe him at the next elec- 
tion tribune for the year : the confuls being Lucius y.r. *s*. 
Pinarius and Publius Furius. And now, contrary to 
the expedation of all men, who fuppofed tiiat he 
would give a loofe to the reins of the tribunitian 
power, in harafljng the confuls of the preceding 
year ; poftponing his own refentmdnt to the public 
intereft, without uttering even a word to offend the 
confuls, he propofed a law to the people, that plc-j* 
beian magillrates fliould be eleded in aflemblies 
where the votes were given by tribes. This, tiiough 
covered under an appearance which, at firfl view, 

Ihewcd no evil tendency, was confidered as a. matter 
of no trivial confcquence j as it would entirely de- 
prive the patricians of the power of eleding fuch 
tribunes as they liked, by means of the votes of 
their dependents. To prevent this propofition, 
which was highly pleafing to the commons, from 
palling into a law, the patricians ftrained every nerve j 
and though neithef the influence of the confuls, nor 
of the principal patricians, could prevail on any one 
of the college of tribunes to proteft againll it, 
that being the only power that could efFedually ftifle 
it j yet, as it was in itfclf an affair of great weight, 
and required long and laborious exertions, the obfe- 
clcs thrown in its way were fuflicient to delay it until , 
the following year. The commons re-elcded Vo-. 
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BOOK Icro to the tribunelhip} and the patricians, judging 
. . that this bufinefs would not end without the fevercfl: 

y. K.*8j. ftruggle, procured the confulfbip for Appius Clau- 
B>c. 469. dius, fon of Appius, who both hated, and was hated 
by the commons, in confequence of the contentions 
between them and his father. Titus Quintius was 
given him for colleagucl The law was the firft 
buCnefs agitated in the beginning of the year ; and 
though Volero was the inventor of the plan, yet ' 
Ltetorius his colleague, as he joined in it later, fo 
was he the more eager in promoting it ; his renown 
in war infpired him with confidence, for there was 
no one of that age poffcfled cf more perfonal prow- 
efs. Volero contented himfclf with arguing in fa- 
vour of the law, and avoided all abiife againft the 
confuls ; but Lastorius began with fevere inveftives 
againfl Appius and his family, charging them with 
having always fhewn a difpofition in the higheft de- 
gree overbearing and cruel towards the commons ; 
afferting, that the patricians had elefted him not for 
i conful, but an executioner, to torment and torture 
the plebeians : being however a rough fbldier, un- 
Ikilled in the art of fpeaking, he was at a lofs for 
exprelfions fuited to the unrellrained freedom and 
boldnefs of his thoughts; and finding himfclf unable 
to proceed in his difeourfe, he faid, “ Citizens, fince 
“ I cannot fpeak with the fame readinefs with which 
" I can perform what I have fpoken, I requeft your 
attendance to-morrow, b ithcr I will lofe my life, 
" here in your prefence, or I will carry the law.’* 
Next day the tribunes took poflcfllon of the tem- 
ple ; and the confuls and nobles placed themfelyes 
among the crowd, in order to oppofe the law : Lae- 
torlus ordered all perfons to retire, cxcept>thofe who 
were to vote ; but the younger nobility kept their 
places, and paid no regard to the officer j on which 
Laetorius ordered fome of them to be taken into 
Ctiftody. TJte conful Appius infilled, that “ a tri- 
j W bune had no audiority over any but the plebei- 
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" ans } for be was not a magiftrate of the people at ® o ^ 
large, but of the. commons ; that'evcn he himfelf . _ 

" could not, conformably to ancient ufagc, of his Y,R. **3, 
“ Own authority, compel people to withdraw, the 
“ words in'ufe being, think proper t Romans^ 

" retire." It was eaiy for him to difconcerf L«to- 
rius in arguing, even thus contemptuoufly, about his 
authority ; the tribune therefore, inflamed with an- 
ger, fcnt one of his officers to the conliil, and the 
conful fent a li£lor to the tribune, calling out that he 
was but a private perfon without command and with- 
out magiftracy ; nor would the tribune have efcaped 
ill-treatment, had not the whole aflembly joined, 
with great warmth, in taking his part againft the 
conful, and at the fame time, the alarm having fpread 
among the populace, brought a great concourfc 
from all parts of the city to the Forum. Appius, 
notwithftanding, inflexibly withftood the violence of 
the ftorm ; and the dilj^ute mull have terminated in 
blood, had not Quincius the other conful, giving it 
in charge to the confulars to take away his colleague 
from the Forum by force, if they could not do it 
otherwife, now foothed the enraged plebeians with 
intreaties, then begged of the tribunes to difmifs the 
aflembly, to “ give time for their anger to cool,” 
telling them, that “ delay would not diminilh aught 
of their power, but would afford them the advan- 
“ tage of uniting prudence with that power j that 
“ the patricians would ftill be under the direction 
“ of the people, and the conful under that of the 
“ patricians.” 

LVII. With great difficulty, the commons were 
pacifled by Quintius } and with much greater, was 
the other conlul quieted by the patricians and the 
aflembly of the people being at length difmiffed, the 
confuls convened the fenate. There, fear and an- 
ger, prevailing by turns, produced for forae time a 
(Variety of opinions j but having gained time for re- 
3 , fic^lion. 
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® K fle£tion, in proportion as palHon gave place to fei- 
. * . fon, they became more and more averfe from in- 

Y.R. *»3. flaramatory mealbresj in lb much, that they re- 
B. C. 469. turned thanks to Quintius, for having, by his exer- 
tions, put a ftop to the quarrel. Appius they re- 
queftea to “ be latisfied with fuch a degree of de- 
" ference to the confular authority, as was compatii- 
" ble with concord between the feveral parts of the 
“ ftate ; for, whilll the tribune and confuls violently 
“ drew all power, fach to their own fide, there was 
“ none left in the other members of the community. 

The objcdt of the dilpute was not the fafety of the 
*' commonwealth, but who Ihould have the dilpofal 
“ of it, mangled and torn as it was.” On the other 
hand, Appius appealed to gods and men, that " the 
ftate was betrayed and deferred, through coward- 
" ice j tha^ the conful was not wanting to fupport 
the lenate, but the lenate to fupport the conful ; 
and that they \^ere fubmitting to more grievous 
" laws, than thofe which were impofed at the facred 
** mount.” Yielding, however, to the unanimous 
judgment of the fenate, he defifted, and th<i law was 
carried through vvithout farther oppofition. 

LVIll. Then, for the firft time, were the tri- 
bunes eledied in an aflcmbly of the people, voting 
by tribes. Pifo relates alio, that there were three 
added to their number, having before been but two. 
He even names the tribunes, Caius Sicinius, Lu- 
cius Numitorius, Marcus DuiJius, Spurius Icilius, 
Lucius Mecilius. During the diffenfions at Rome, 
war commenced with the .fliquans and Volfcians, 
who had committed depredations on the Roman 
lands, with defign, that if the commons Ihould 
again think proper to fcccdc, they might find a re- 
fuge among them : when die differences in the city 
were afterwards compofed, they removed their camp 
,a greater diftance: Appius Claudius was fent 
the Yolfcians, the iBquans fell to Quintius 

as 
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as his province. The fame harlh, fevcrlty, which Book 
Appius had flicwn at home, he praftifed at the head . . 

ot the army abroad, and even with lefs refervei as y.r. 2*3. 
he was out of the reach of any control from the tri* 
bunes ; he detefted the commons to a degree of 
rancour, even beyond what he inherited from his fa- 
ther j he confidered himfelf as vanquilhed by them, 
and that when he had been fet tip as the only perfon, 
who, in the character of conful, was qualitied to 
oppofe the tribunitian power, th,at law had been car- 
ried, which the former confuls had been able to pre- 
vent, though they made not fiich ftreniioiis exer- 
tions, nor did the patricians expect lb much from 
them. The anger and indignation, hereby excited, 
inftigated his refentful temper to wreak on the army 
every kind of feverity, v/hich the command put in 
liis power : but no degree of violence was able to 
fubdue the temper of the troops, fuch an uncon- 
querable fpirit of oppofuion had \hey imbibed. In 
every part of their bufinefs they fnewed indolence 
and carelefsnefs, negligence and ftubbornnefs j nci^ 
ther fhamc nor fear had any elfcft on them : if he 
chofe that the army fliould proceed with more expe- 
dition, they marched flower on purport ■, if he came 
to encourage them to haften their work, every one 
relaxed the diligence, which, of himfelf, he had 
ufed before ; when he was prefent, they call down 
their eyes j as he pafled by, they muttered curies 
againlf him ; fo that even his mind, wiiich feemed 
invulnerable by any effeft of popular diflike, was 
fometimes affeded with difagreeabie emotions. Af- 
ter trying every kind of harih treatment without ef- 
fed, he renounced all intercourfe with tlie liildiers, 
declaring, that the army was corrupted by the cen- 
turions, whom, in a gibing manner, he fometimes 
called plebeian tribunes, and Volerocs. 

LIX. Not one of thefe circumftances was un- 
known to the Volfdans, who, for that rcafon, prcfled 

.1 forward, 
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BOOK forward their operations more vigproufly, in hopes 
. . that the Roman army would be animated with the 

Y.R. sSj. fame fpirit of oppofition againft Appius, which they 
B.C.469> had formerly dilplaycd againft Fabiusj when con- 
ful } and . in fa£b> in Appius’s cafe) it fhewed itfelf 
with a much greater degree of inveteracy, than in 
that of Fabius } for they were not only unwilling to 
conquer, like Fabius’s troops, but even chofc to be 
conquered. When led out to the field, they fled 
fhamefully to their camp, nor made a halt, until 
they law the Volfcia'ns advancing to the. rampart, and 
committing great (laughter on the rear of the army. 
The neceflity of repelling the vidorious enemy from 
the rampart, then prevailed on them to fight, which, 
however, they did in fuch a manner, as made it 
evident, that they aded only becaufe Roman Ibl- 
diers would not fuffer their camp to be taken : in 
other relpeds,^thcy rejoiced at their own lofies and 
dilgrace. All thk had fo little effed towards foften- 
ing the ftubborn fiercenefs of Appius, that he re-^ 
folved to exhibit farther examples of feverity j but 
when he had fummoned an alTcmbly for the purpole, 
the lieutenant generals and tribunes gathered haftily 
about him, and cautioned him “ not to hazard a 
“ trial, of the extent of an authority, whofe whole 
“ efficacy depended on the will of thole who were 
“ to obey it : informed him, tliat the foldiers in gc* 
** neral declared that they would not attend the af- 
“ fembly ■, and that, in every quarter, they were 
“ heard loudly demanding that the camp Ihould bfc 
“ removed out of the Voll'cian territories; they re- 
minded him that the vidorious army had, juft 
“ now, approached almoll clofc to the gates and to 
“ the rampart ; and that if he perfifted, there was 
“ not only.reafon to apprehend, but every certain 
** indication before their eyes, of a moft grievous 
calamity enfuing.” At length, yielding to per- 
iuafion, as nothing but a delay of punilhment could 
;lhe , the coufcquence, he prorogued the alTcmbly ; 

' gave 
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gave orders that. the troops ihould be:in readinefi to ® ° ® *5 
march next dayj and, at the firft dawn, gave, by i . ^^ , 1.. f 
found of trumpet, the fignal for fetting out. When Y.R. iSj*- 
the troops had fcarcely got clear of the camp, and 
while they were juft forming in order of march, the 
Volfciahs, as if they had been fummoned by the 
fame fignal, made an attack on their rear j and, the 
alarm Ipreading from thence to the van, cauled fuch 
confternation, as threw both the battalions and ranks 
into confufion, fo that neither could orders be heard, 
nor a line formed : no one now thought of any', 
thing but flight ; and in fuch precipitation did they 
make their way through fcattered bodies and arms, 
that the enemy ceafed to purliie, fooner than the. 

Romans to fly. In vain did the conful follow his 
men, calling on them to halt; but, when he had at 
length collefted them together, after their hafty dif- 
perfion, he encamped in a peaceful ppirt of the coun- 
try ; and there, having fummoned an aflembly, after 
uttering fevere and juft reproaches againft the army, 
as betrayers of military discipline, and deferters from 
their ftandards, alking each where were their ftand-. 
ards ? where were their arms ? he beat with rods,v 
and beheaded, the foldicrs who had thrown away; 
their arms, the ftandard-bearers who had loft their 
ftandards, and alfo fuch of the centurions; and of the 
privates entitled to double allowance, as had quitted - 
their ranks ; of the reft of the multitude every tentli 
man was drawn by lot and puniflicd. 

LX. In a very different manner, were matters 
conduced in the country of the ifEquans. There 
feemed a mutual conteft carried on between the 
conful and his troops, who fhould exceed the other 
in civility and good offices. Quintius was naturally 
of a milder difpofition, and bcfides, the ill coafe- 
qucnces attending the harfh feverity of his colleague 
made him feel the greater fatisfaftion in indulging 
his own temper. The iEquans, not daring to meeci* 

VOL. I. p ' i« 
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S o o K in {die field, » general and arnif fo cordUMy snked, 
”•.. . fuffered tbein to carry their deprcdariona through 
every part of the coiinary i and in no fomer war 
B.c.n« 9 . ^as a greater abundance of booty carrioi off from 
thence> ail which was diffributed among the foldiers. 
Their behaviour was aifo rewarded with praifes, in 
which the minds of foldiers Bnd as much delight as 
in gain. The troop returned from thence in better 
temper towards their ^neral, end, on the general’s 
account, towards die patricians alfo $ declaring, that 
the fenate had given to them a parent, to the other 
army a mafter. This year, dpring which they ex- 
perienced a variety of fortune in their military ope- 
rations, and furious diflenfions both at home and 
abroad, was particularly diftinguiihed by the affem- 
bKcs of the people voting by tribes, a matter which 
derived its feeming importance rather from the ho- 
nour of the vi^fpry obtained by one party over the 
other, than from any real advantage accruing from 
it. For the fhare of power, which was either gained 
by the commons, or taken from the ptricians, was 
trifling, in proportion to the great degree of dignity 
of which the affemblies themfelves were deprived, 
by the exclufion of the patricians. 

y.li. is». LXI. The following year, the confulate of Lu- 
B. c. 46S. gju5 Valerius and Tiberius ^milius, was difturbed 
by more violent commotions, both in confequcnce 
of the ftrugglcs between the different orders of the 
ftate, concerning the agrarian law, and alio of the 
tii^ -cf Appius Claudius ; who, having, taken a moil 
tdive part, in oppofition to the law, and fupported 
the caufe o^thofe who were in poifeffion of the pub- 
Uc lands, as if he were, a third conful, and thought 
k his duty, had a criminal profecution inftituted 
againft him, by Marcus Duilius and Caius Skinius. 
Never hitherto had aperfon, fo odious to the com- 
0 ans, been brought to trial before the people, over- 
isi^lmcd as he was with hatred, on his Other's ac- 
’ counti 
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«6ant, befides the loftd which hts oondijfi: had ^ ^ 

drawn on himj and hardly ever did the paciicians . ^ 

exert fudi ftrenuous efibrts, in &vour any <xherj, 
ieeingthisi champion of the fenate, the afierto^ q£ B.c. 4 #*, 
dignity, their bulwark againft all the outrageous 
attempts, both of tribunes and commons, expofed 
to die rage of the populace, only for having in the 
conteft exceeded, in Tome degree, the bounds of mo> 
deration. Appius Claudius himfelf was the only 
one, among the patricians, who dooked with fcorn 
on the tribunes and commons, and even on his own 
trial. Neither the threats of the commons, nor the 
intreaties of the fenate, could ever prevail on him 
either to change his garb *, or ufe a fuppliant ad> 
drefs, or, even to foften and relax, in any degree, 
the ufual harfnnefs of his language, when he was to 
plead his caufc before the people. He ftill pre- 
lerved the fame expreflion of countenance, the fame 
ftubborn fiercenefs in his looks, and the lame ve- 
hemence in his dilcourfe ; fo that a great many of the 
commons fek no lefs dread of Appius, wliile he ' 
ftood a culprit at their bar, than they Jiad done 
when he was conful. He pleaded once in his de- 
fence, and that with all the haughtinefs which he 
could ihew, if he were the accufer, juft as he uled 
to behave on every other occafion j and, by his in- 
trepidity, lb aftonilhed the tribunes and commons, 
that, of their own choice, they adjourned the trial 
to another day, and afterwards fuffered the bufinels 
to cool. The day of adjournment was not very dit- 
yet, before it arrived, he was feized with a 
diforder and died. The tribunes endeavoured to 
^veot his being honoured with a funeral panegy- 
\rk, but the commons would not allow that the lajft 
day of fo great a man Ihould be defrauded of tlie 
ufual honours. They liftened to the encomiums 

* It WM for periods, ondfr ac^uftniona topvt on a fmttndm 
ind IP ipt ihiP^ hair beard grow* 
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* II® J>ron6uiiccd on him after Ws idcath whh as faymir- 
^ able an -attention as they had (hewn, to the charges 
Y,R'.»8«. brought againft him when alive> and^ in vaftnum- 
bers, attended his funeral. - 

LXII. During this year, the conful Valerius 
marched with ah army againft the £quans;.and, 
finding it impradicable to entice them to an eng^e- 
mcnt, made an affault on their camp. A defpcratc 
ftorm of thunder aed hail falling, obliged him to de- 
fift, and people’s furprize was increafcd, when, as 
loon as the fignal for retreat had' been given, the 
weather became again perfe«51:Iy calm and clear j, fo 
that they were deterred by a religious fcruple from 
again attacking a camp which had been defended by 
an evident interpofition of fomc divinity, and vented 
all their fury in devaftations on the enemy’s lands. 
I'he other conful jEmilius condufted the war in the 
country of the Jjabines, and there alfo, the enemy 
keeping witliin their walls, the lands were laid wafte; 

' at length, by the burning, not only of the country 
houfes, but of the villages, which in that populous 
country were very numerous, the Sabines were pro- 
voked to give battle to the troops employed in the 
depredations ; and, being obliged to retreat without 
having gained any advantage, removed their camp, 
next day, to a place of greater fafety. This ap- 
peared to the conful a fufHcient reafon to confider 
the ^emy as vanquiihed, and to ceafe any ferther 
opemtionsj he accordingly withdrew his troops, 
without having made any progrefs in the war. 

V.R. iSj, LXIII. W HiLE thefe wars ftiil raged abroad, and 
’ party divifions at home, Titus Numicius Trifeus. 
and Aulus Virginius were elefted confuls. There 
was:cycry reafon to believe that the commons would, 
not endure any farther delay with refped: to the agra- 
rian law, and every degree of violence was ready to 
• |)feak out, when it was difeovered,' by thfe fmoke' 
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ifei&'thellhiftiihg-of tbe ctft^ory and by the 

Miiabiiaiiiar; flying to the ci(y, diat the Volfcians were . 
at hand i thb incident re|)refled the fedition> ^henY.R. sasT 
jdft ripe, and on the' point of breaking forth. “ The ®-^***?*^ 
confuls were inftandy obliged by the innate to lead 
out the youth, from the city, againft the enemy j 
and this made the reft of the commons lefs'iutbttlcnt. 

On the other fide, the enemy, without performing 
any thing ^farther than alarming the RomSns with 
necdlels apprchenfions, retired with great precipita- 
tion. Numicius marched to Antiiim againft the 
Volfcians j Virginius againft the iEquans. Mere, 
the army falling into an ambufeade, and being in 
the utmoft danger of a total overthrow, was refeued 
by the bravery of the foldiers from the imminent 
peril to, which the carelefiiiefs of the confulhadex- 
pofed them. The operations againft the Volfcians 
were better conduced ; in the firft engagement, the 
enemy were routed, and compelled to fly into /m- 
tiumj which, cohfidcring thole times, was a city of 
great ftrength ■, the conful therefore not choofing toT 
venture to attack it, took from the Antlans another 
town called Ceno, which was not near fo fttcMig. 

Whilft the iEquans and Volfcians gave employment 
to the Rorhan armies, the Sabines carried depreda- 
tion to the very gates of the city j. however, they 
thcmfclvcs, in a few days after, fuffered, from tke' 
two Roman armies, greater lofles than any which’ 
they had occafioned i both the confuls, provoked if 
their proceedings, having marched into their tex'-^ 
ritories. . : . ; . - . * v 

LXIV. Towards the cldfc of the year, thfcR? 
was- fome interval of peice, but difturbed, as Wii 
always the cafe, by ftruggles between the patriciaill 
and plebeians. The fetter were fo incenfed^ thj^ 
shley refufed to attend th'e aflcmbly hcld^for the 
Mn of confuls, fo thit'by the votes 
clans and their depeAdeatss^^itus® tG^|u|#Site*-ijtJfcf 

pj 'Qjjintus 
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SO< O' tc SefvISiu inhere appcwted to tlie 

.. ■^:’. . Thei^ e)t«eric!iK6<l a year fintlLar to the mecredingi 
TA. the beginning of it, fiUed with civil broU»> which 
>«c. 4«6. afiCfv^tdft reprcffed by the bKaking out of 
foreign vraMb The Sabines, marching acroft the 
plains of Cruftuitunum, with great rapidity, carried 
iite aod fword through all the country on the banks 
of the Anio } and though afterwards, when they had 
adduced almoil to the C<^ine gate, and the walla 
of the city, foey met with a repulfo, yet they car- 
ried off a vail booty both of men and cattle. The 
conful Servilius marched in purfuit of them, with 
deiign to bring them to an engagement : but, not 
being able to overtake their main body, in the 
champai^ country, he fpread devaftation to fuch 
an extent, as to leave nothing unmolefted any where, 
and returned with a quantity, of fpoil, exceeding, by 
many degrees, what, die enemy had carried off. In 
the campaign againff the Volfciansalfo, the arms of 
the ftate were remarkably fuccersful, through the 
teonduft, both of the genera] and of the foldiers : 
firil, they fought a pitched battle, on equdi ground, 
with great lo& of blood on both Ades i the Ro- 
pans, whofe fmall number made them feel the lots 


more fenfibly, would have quitted the Aekii had not 
m cojsfidy by a happy feint, re-animated the troops, 
Cfiffing 01)^ that the enemy were fiying on the otter 
yring. ; they then returned to the charge, and the 
that viftory was on tteir fide, was the means 
obtau^hg it in reality. The conful fearing^ 
left if he preffed the enemy too far, he might have 
the baftle to figbt over again, gave the fignal for 
set^i^ After this, an interval of feme few days 
M^dc dqruig which both parties repofed, as if they 
lacidy agreed to a fufpenfion of arms ; and, in 
dme,. yaft multitudes from every ftate of 
jEquans docked into their camp* 
when informed 

: Bpaj^rii irqvld make their retreat by nigbt- 


Abour 
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About the third wstchi therefore* foey came to at- ® ® ® Ri 
tack the caatp. C^juititis, after appcafii^ the tu- . 
midt which the fudden alarm had excited, ordering v.it. »ts. 
the foldtert to ftay quiet in their tentt, led out 
cohort of Hernicians to form an advanced guard* 
mounted die trumpeters* and other inftrumental per- 
formers, on horfes, and ordered them to found their 
inftruments before the rampart* and keep the ene- 
my in fulpenfo* until day -lighL During the re- 
minder of the night* every thing was fo quiet in 
the camp, that the Romans were* not even prevented 
from fleeping. The Volfcians, on the other hand, 
expefting every inftant an attack from the enemy, 
were kept in a flate of earneft attention, by the ap- 
pearance of armed infontry, whom they believed to 
be Romans, and alfo to be more numerous, and by 
the buftle and neighing of the 'horfes, which being, 
under the management of riders with whom they 
were unacquainted, and having their ears continually 
teazed with the found of the inftruments, were in 
conftant agitation. , 

LXV. Whek day appeared, the Romans, march- 
ing into the field in full vigour, after being tho- 
roughly refrefhed with fleep, at the firft onfet, over- 
powered the Volfcians, fatigued with ftanding, and 
want of reft. However, the enemy might be laid 
to retire, rather than to be routed ■, for fome hills* 
which lay behind them, afforded a fafe retreat to aU 
the troops that were ftationed to the rear of the firft 
line, whole ranks were ftill unbroken. On coming 
to this place, where the advantage of the ground was 
againft him, the conful ordered his men to halt : k 
was with great difficulty that they could be ^ 
ftrainedi they called out, and infifted on, being ali«r 
lowed to purfue the advantage which they iad, 
gained : the horfomen, colltfted round the general, 
were ftill more ungovernable, loiklly declarin||fhat 
they would advance before foonc fine, WbUc 

p 4 , the 
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^ cohAil heQtai«d> between the confidence wbiclr. 
.(j — .. he knew he- might place in the valour of: his, men,- 
«S6; and the difficulty of the ground, all cried, out, with 
B?&iAi 6 . Qjje voicci that they would proceed and they in- 
ftantly-iput their words in execution j; fticking their 
fpcars in the ground, that they miglu: be lighter to 
climb the fteeps, they ran forward in full fpeed. 
The Volfcians having at the firft onfet difeharged 
their miffivc weapons, began to pour down on them, 
as they approached, the Hones which lay among their 
feet, and by inceflant blows from the higher ground, 
fo galled and difordered the Romans, that their left 
wing wias by this means ahnoll overborne; when 
the conful, juft as they were beginning to give way, 
reproaching them with their .rafhnefs, and at. the 
fame time with want of fpirit, made their fears give 
place to ftiame. At firft, they Hood their ground 
with determined firmnefs j then, as they recovered 
ftrength to renew vhc attack, in fpite of the dilad- 
vatitage of fituation, they ventured to advance, and 
raifing the fliouc anev/, moved forward in a body. 
Then, nilhing on again in full career, they forced 
their way, and got over the difficult part of the 
ground ; when they had readied aimoft to the fum- 
mit of the hill, the enemy turned their backs, and 
the ■ purfuers and purfued, exerting their utmoft 
fpeed, both rufhed into the camp together, aimoft 
io one body. In this confternation the camp was 
taken. 'Such of the Volfcirais as could make their 
drc%a.pe,' -took the road toAntium; thither alfo the 
Roman army marched ; and, after a fiege of a few 
d;^i the- town 'furrendcred, notbecaufe the force of 
th^^iiegers was ftronger now than in the former 
iteg^^ut bccaufe the fpirits of the befieged were 
bapken by< the late unluccefsful battle, and the lofs 
dif^cii^camp. 
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BOOK III. 

Dijfenftons about the agrarian lav)s. The Capitol feized bj 
exiles and Jlaves. ^intius Cincinnatus called from the 
cultivation of his farm^ to conduB a ^ar againfi the 
JEquans ; vanqtiijhes ihem^ and makes them pafs under the 
yoke. The number of the tribunes of the people augmented 
to ten. Ten magijlrates^ called decemvirs, invefied with 
the authority of the confuls, and of all other magifirates^ 

Sire appointed for the purpofe of digeJHng and publifhing a 
body of laws. Thefe, having promulgated a code rf laws, 
contaii ed in ten tables, obtain a continuation of their autho*^ 
rity for another year, during which, they add two more to 
the former ten tables. They rfufe to reftgn their offce, and 
retain it a third year. At firfl, they oB equitably and 
jujlly ; afterwards, arbitrarily and tyrannically. At length 
the commons, provoked by a bafe attempt of one of them, 

Appius Claudius, to violate the chaf ity of a daughter of 
Virginius, feize upon the Aventine mount, and compel them 
to refign. Appius and Oppius, two of the moji obnoxious, 
are thrown into prifon, where they put an end to their own 
lives ; ,the rejl are banifhed. War with the Sabines, Vol^ 
fcians, and Mquans. Unjujl determination of the Roman 
people, who being chofen arbitrators in an affair between the 
people of Ardea and Aricia, concerning feme difputed latyds, 
adjudge them to themfelves. 

I. QooN after the ^ing of Antium, Ti?us JEttii-, Boo K: 

lius and Qgmtus Fabius were clcftcd confiik., . 

Thtf Quintus was fin^c one of the Fabii who, YJftTttr. 
remained alive when the lamB/ were cut off at the. B.c.4t|.; 
Cremera. iEli9Uiu,» had before, in his former co^« 

^late, recoiiuBtnded, the beftowipg. Iaa 4 $ po 

eonimoftsi 
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BOOK commons; now, therefore, on his being a fecond 
. . time invefted with that office, thofe, who expedted 

y.K.sSy. the lands, conceived fonguine hopes of the law 
B.C. 465" palling. The tribunes, fuppofing that an affair for 
which fitch llruggics had often been made, in opi^-^ 
fition to both the confuls, might probably be ac- 
complifhed now, when one of thofe magiftrates was 
an advocate for it, let the buhnefs on foot ; and the 
conful continued in the lame lentiments. The pof- 
feflbrs of the lands,' .and moll of the patricians, com-' 
plaining loudly that a pcrlbn at the head of the Hate 
aimed to diHinguilh himlelf, by intrigues more be- 
tiomrng tribunes, and couited popularity, by mak- 
injg donations out of other people’s property, re- 
moved the odium of the whole tranfadtion from the 
trilmnes to the conful. A defperate conteft would 
have enftied, had not P'abiiis llruck out an expedient 
to prevent it, a plan difagrceable to neither 
party } which was, that, as a confidcrable trafl: of 
land h^ 'becn taken from the Volfcians, in the pre- 
ceding year, under the conduit ahd aufpices of Titus 
Quintius, a colony Ihould be led off to Antium, a 
town at ,no great diftance, convenient in every re- 
ipefl:, and a fca-portj by thefe means, the com- 
mons might come in for lands, without any com- 
plaints from the prefent poffelTors, and harmony 
might be preferved in the ftate. This propofition 
was approved of, and he had coramiffioners, called 
triumvirs, appointed to diftribute the lands ; thefe 
were Titus C^intius, A. Virginius, and Publius Fu- 
rius ; and fuch as chofe to accept of thofe lands, were 
ordered to.giver in their names. The gradfication of 
their wilhes, as is generally the cafe, inftatttiy begat 
difgulli and fo few gave in their names, that, to fill 
ugthe colony, were oWiged to take in a number 
or^ Volfcians. The reft of the populace chofe ra- 
^rbfeewte cHttms of land at Rome, to 
of k The 

, JMani fiied,isei^ind« Fabius for peatfe, for he bad 
MP army ‘yet they'diemfelve» 

broke 




II. Iw the year following, Quintus ServlUus, who y.r.»s*. 
was conful with Spurius Ponumius, being fcnt againft ♦*** 
the ^quans, fixed his camp in the Latine territory, 
in a poft which he intended to retain. Here the 


troops were compelled, by a ficknels which ieized 
them, to remain inactive within their lines; by 
which means the war was protyaftcd to the third 


year, in which Quintus Fabius and Titus Quintius y.R.aSj, 
were confuls. As Fabius, in conlequence of his 
former fuccefles there, had granted peace to the 
iEquans, that province was now afTigned him by 
particular dcfignation : he let out with confident ex- 


pectations, that the fplendor of his name would be 


fufficient to induce the .^Equans to put an end to 


hoftilities, and fent ambafiadors to the general meet- 
ing of that nation, with orders to tell them, that 


Quintus Fabius, conful, gave them notice, that, 
** as he had brought peace to Rome from the 


“ ^quans, fo now he brought war to the iEquans 
** from Rome; having armed for war the lame 


hand which he had formerly given to them as a 
« pledge of peace; which of the parties had, by 
“ pcijury and perfidy, given occafion to this rup- 
** ture, the gods were now witnefles, and would 
** loon prove avengers of the crime : yet, notwith* 
** Handing this, he was ftill more defirous, that the 
** ^quans fliould, of their own accoid, repent of 
their mifeonduCt, than fuffer the evils of war : if 


** they repented, they Ihould find fafety in that 
« clemency which they had already experienced *. if 
they chofe to perfift in a condudt which involv^ 
«* them in the guilt of peijury, they muft exped;, in 
« the progrefs of the war, to find the rcfentment of 
** the gods even greater dian that of their enemies.” 
So far were thefe declarations from producing any 
effect on them, that the ambalSdors narrowly efca^xd 
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11,0 O'lCiU-treatascnt^ .and an-- itttny : was fent to Algidum 
^ ■ againft the Romans. When the news of thcfetranf- 

Y^rT^ aSions was brought to Rome, the indignity of the 
l#c.4«3. affair, rather than the danger, called out the other 
conful from the city, and the two confidar armies ad- 
vanced to the enemy in order of battle, prepared for 
an immediate engagement. But this happening 
pretty late in the day, a pcrfon called out from one 
of the enemy’s pofts, “ Romans, tliis is making an 
oilentatious parade, not waging war : ye draw up 
“ your forces for battle, when night is at hand. We 
** require a greater length of day-light to decide the 
** conteft which is to come on ; return into the field 
“ to-morrow at fun-rife j ye fhall have an oppor- 
“ tunity of fighting, doubt it not.” The foldiers 
w'cre led back into camp until the next day, highly 
irritated' by thofc expre;frions, and thinking the ap- 
proaching night too long, whicli was to occafion a 
delay to the combat : the intt i veni.ig time they 
employed in refrclhing thcmleives w'ith food and 
deep. Next morning, as foe. as it was light, the 
Roman army were the firfr, 7 a confidcrabie time, 
to take their poll in the licld. At length, the 
A'^qtians alfo came forward. I'iic battle was fought 
witli great fury on both fides, for the Romans were 
ilimulated both by anger and hatred, and the ^Equans, 
confeious that the dangers to which they were ex- 
pofed were the confcquence of thtdr own crimes, 
and defpairing of ever being treated with confidence 
in future, felt a neceflity of trying the moil defperate 
exertions. However, they were n<'t able to with- 
ftand^^e .Roman troops. They were driven from 
the. field, and retreated to their own territories ; 
where, the outrageous multitude, not at all the more 
dilpoled,:to peace, ceofured their leaders for having 
hazarded: fupcefs: in a pitched battle in the field; a 
mnnef -of fighting in which the Uomans pofleffed 
Superior ikiik j X 4 xe^quans, they faid, were better 

.aad,,thcrewas het- 
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ter rcafon tp hope fdr fucceis, from a number of de- ® O ^ ^ 
tached parties aairrg fepaiatcly, than' from one army . : 


of unwieldy bulk. 


Y.R. 


III. Leaving therefore a guard in the camp, 
they marched out, and fell upon the RomanTrontiers 
with fuch fury, as to carry terror even to the city : 
fuch an event caufed the greater uneafinefs, becaufe 
it was entirely unexpeded ; for nothing could be 
lefs apprehended, than that a vanquilhed enemy, 
almoft befieged in rlieir camp, fhoiild entertain a 
thought of rornmitfing depredations ; and the coun- 
try people, in a panick, pouring into the gates, and, 
in the excefs of their fright, exaggerating every 
thing, cried out, that they were not Imall ravaging 
parries, nor employed in plundering } but that the 
legions, and the entire army of the enemy, were ap- 
proaching, marching with rapid halfe tow’ards the 
city, and for an aflaulf. The firfl: who 

heard ‘hf- . .ours from them fpread them about 
among orli' rs, unaurl.endcated as they were, and 
therefore the more li : -le to exaggeration 5 which 
caufed fuch a hurry luiu. confufed clamour, everyone 
calling to arms, as, in ibme meafure, refembled, the 
confternation of a city taken by an enemy. Luckily 
Quintius the coni'ul had come back to Rome from 
Algidum j this proved a remedy for their fears, for 
he calmed the ...mult, upbraiding them with being 
afraid of a var:]|uiflied enemy, and potted guards at 
the gate .. Ke then convened the I'cnate, and hav- 
ing, by their direftions, ilfued a proclamation for a 
ceffation of all civil bufinefs *, marched out to pro. 
teft the frontiers, leaving Quintus Servilius to com- 
mand in the city ■, but he found no enemy in the 
country. The other conful encountered the enemy 


» guia }iitjijld>atur. In cafes of graat Immediate danger, 

all pi-ocetdings at law were fufpended } the (hops.allb were fliut, and 
all civil buriiicl'i liopped, until the alarm was over. 


with 
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K o, 9 K with extmordmaiy rucce0 ; £pur pa tl»t roitd^ 

. ”*• . which he knew they were to comet lie aoxeke^ 
them, while they were heavy laden with booty^ which 
Kp«4^3> ib embamfled their motions, as to render them 
unfit fi>r aAion, and took revere revenge for the 
devaftations which they had committed. His plan 
fucceeded fo effedhialiy, that few made their efcape, 
and the whole of the booty was recovered. On this 
the conful Qmntius returned to the city, and put an 
end to the ce^tion of bufinels, when it had conti- 
nued four days. The general furvey was then held, 
and the luftrum was doled by Quintius * : the num- 
ber of citizens rated in the furvey, was one hundred 
and twenty- four thouland, two hundred and fourteen, 
befides the orphans of both le^es. Nothing memo- 
rable pafied afterwards in the country of the ^quans: 
they took ihelter in their towns, abandoning their 
efteds to fire and devaftation. The conful, after 
having repeatedlyc carried hoftilities and depreda- 
tions through every part of the enemy’s country, 
i^eturned to Rome, with great glory, and abundance 
of Ipoil. 

y.R. S 90 . IV. The next confiils were Aulus Pollumius 
B. c.^a. ^bus and Spurius Furius Fufus. The Furii, Ibme 
writers have called Fufii : this I mention as a cau- 
tion, left any Ihould think there was a difference in 
the perfons, when it is only in the names. There 
Was no doubt entertained, but that one of the confuls 
would march an army againft the iEquans ■» thefe 

^ The luff rum was a period of five years, at, the expiration of 
which a general review of the people was held, and their number, ftatc 
and circumffances enquired into. The ienate aifo was reviewed by 
one of- the cenfors : and if any one, by his behaviour, bad rendered 
himfidf unworthy of a place in that liody, or had funk his fortune be-' 
low the requifite qualification, bis name was pafled over by the cenfor, 
in reading the roll of fenators j and, thus, he was held to be excluded 
horn the ienate. ^ When the bufinefs was done, the cenfor^ to whofe 
Ipt tt fell, cMdidit titfhttm, clofed the lullrum, by offering a folemn fa** 
y in the Ctirtij^ua Martins* 


5 


therefore 
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dicrefow from Ac Virflcians of 9 9 O R 

£cetra, who gladly oonsplicd with Ac rcqueft ; and ^ j 
lb iovcccrate was Ae hatred which thofe Ibtes bore v.&. «m. 
towards the Romans* Aat Acy eagerly vied witfx 
each otlier, in making the mod: vigorous' prepara- 
tions for war. This coining to the knowledge of Ae 
Hcrnicians, Aey gave notice to the Romans, that 
the pcbple of Ecctra had revolted to the ^quans. 

The c,olo.ny of Antium was alfo fufpeAcd, bccaufc, 
on that town being taken, a great multitude had fled 
thence for refuge to the ^quansfj and while the war 
with Aat people lafted, thefc proved the moft vali- 
ant foldiers in their army. Afterwards, when the 
^quans were driven into their towns, this rabble 
withdrawing privately, and returning to Antium, 
reduced the colonifts there, from dreir allegiance to 
the Romans, which, even before that time, was not 
much to be relied on. Before the bufinels was yet 
ripe, on the firft information being laid before the 
fenate of their intention to revolt, direftions were 
given to die confuls to lend for the heads of the 
colony, and enquire into the truth of the matter : 
ihcfe having readily attended, and being introduced 
to the fenate by the confuls, anlwercd the quellions 
put to them in fuch a manner, that the fufpicions 
againft them were ftronger wiien they were dif- 
milFed, than when thc-y came. War was then con- 
fidered as inevitable. Spurius I'urius, one of the 
confuls, to whofe lot that province had fallen, march- 
ing againrt the dEquans, found die enemy in the 
country of tlie Hcrnicians, employed in collefting 
plunder; and, being ignorant of their numbers, bc- 
caufe diey had never been feen all together, he ralhly 
hazarded an engagement, though his army was Very 
unequal to the forces of the enemy. At the firlt 
onfet, he was driven from his ground, and obliged 
to retreat to his camp; nor did the danger end 
Acre : in the egurfe of the next night, and Ae foi*- 
lowing day, his camp was furrounded on all fides, 
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® ® 0* ^ and attacked ib vi^jtwxMjny, that diere was n» 

» j bility even of fenduig a mefibnger ih)m thence to 
YiR.«^. Rome. The Herhifcians brought an account both 
b, c.4i 6». of ihg defeat, afad of the confulj rad the army being 
belieged, which feruck the fenate with fuch.difmay^ 
that, by a decree, in that form, which has been al- 
ways deemed to be appropriated to cafes of extreme 
exigency, the other conful Poftumius was charged 
to ** take care, that the commonwealth Ihould re- 
** ceive no detriment.” It was judged moft expedi- 
ent, that the conful’himfelf fhould remain at Rome, 
in order to enlift all who were able to bear arms ; 
and that Titus Quiniius foould be lent as proconful 
to the relief of the camp, with an army compofed 
of the allies ; to complete the number of which, the 
Latines, Hcmicians, and the colony at Antium, 
.were ordered to flipply Quintius with fubitary Ibl- 
diers •, this was the appellation then given to auxili- 
aries called out on* a fudden emergency. 

, V. For fome time there was a great variety of 
movements, and many attempts made, both on one 
fide and on the other j for the enemy, relying on 
their fuperiority in number, endeavoured to weaken 
the force of the Romans, by obliging them to divide 
it into many parts, in hopes that it would prove in- 
fulHcienc to withftand them on every different quar- 
ter. At the fame time that the fiege of the camp, 
was carried on, a part of their forces was fent to ra- 
vage the lands of the Romans, and attempt the city 
itfelf, if a favourable occafion Ihould offer. Lucius 
Valerius was left to guard the city, and the conful 
Po^pmius was fent to proteft the frontiers from the 
enemy’s incurfions. No degree of vigilance and 
aftivity was left tinemployed in any particular; 
watches were ftationed in the city, out-pofts before 
die gates, and guards along the walls j and, as was 
iWEiceffary in a time of fuch general confufion, a ceffa- 
,|iiQb of civil buiinels was oblcrvcd for fcveral days. 

Mean- 
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Meanwhile, &£ the catnp, the conful Furius, after 
having endured the fiegc for fomi time, without 
making any effort, burft forth, fiom the Decuman 
gate on the enemy, when they leaft expefled him ; 
and though he might have purfued their %ing troops 
with advantage, yet, fearing left an attack might be 
made on the camp from the oppollte fide, he halted. 
Another Furius, who was a lieutenant-general, and 
brother to the conful, haftily pulhed forward too far j 
and fo eagerly intent was he on tlie purfuit, that he 
neither perceived his own party retreating, nor the 
enemy intercepting him behind : being thus ihut out 
from afiiftance, and having often in vain eflayed, 
by every kind of effort, to open himfelf a paflTage to 
the camp, he fell, fighting with great bravery. • The 
conful on the other hand, hearing that his brother 
was furiounded, turned back on the enemy, and 
while, forgetting all caution, he rulhed too precipi- 
tately into the thick of the fight, he received a wound, 
and was, not without difficulty; carried otf" by his at- 
tendants ; this both damped the courage of his own 
men, and rendered the enemy more duiingj and fo 
highly were the latter elated by the death of the lieu- 
tenant-general, and the conful’s being wounded, 
that no force could afterwards withftand them, fo as 
to prevent their driving die Romans back to their 
camp, and compelling them to fubmit again to a 
liege, with ftrength and hopes both confiderably 
diminiflicd j they were even in danger of utter de- 
ftrudlion, had not Titus Quintius witn foreign forces, 
the troops fupplied by rhe Latines and Hernicians, 
come to their relief; he attacked the Asquaii, on 
their rear, whilft their attention was. employed on 
the Roman camp, and they were infultingly exhibit- 
ing to view the head of the lieutenant-general j and 

• The Decuman jatc was in the leai of the encampmetit. For 
the ouhi anil dilpofiiion ot a Koman camp, lee Adains'e Kumas An* 
tiquitics. 
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* o ® ^ a fally being madt from the camp at . the ferae rime, 
on a fignal given by him at fome diftance, a great 
y.R. 490. number of the enemy were furrounded and cot off. 
B. C. 464 . Of the .^quans who were employed in the Roman 
territories the number flain was lefs, but their defeat 
and difperfion were more cconplete $ being divided 
into feparate' parries, and bulled in collefting plun- 
der, they were attacked by Poftumius in levcral dif- 
ferent places, where he had ported troops in conve- 
nient fituations j when, not knowing what courfe to 
take, and purfuing their flight in great diforder, they 
fell in with Quintius, who, after his viirtory, was re- 
turning home with the wounded conful. Then did 
the cohfular army, exerting thcmfelves in batfle 
with extraordinary alacrity, take full vengeance for, 
the conful ’s wound, and for the lofs of the lieutenant- 
general and the cohorts. Many heavy Ioffes were 
fuilained on both fides, in the courfc of that cam- 
juign : blit it is dilEcult, at this dirtance of time, tQ 
alVign witfi any degree of certainty, the precife num- 
. ber of thole who were engaged, and of thofe who 
fell ; yet Valerius Antias undertakes to ertimatc 
them, affirming that, of the Romans, there fell in 
the country of the I lernicians five thoufand three 
hundred ; that, of the plundering parties of the 
/Iii]ur.nr., who fpread thcmfelves over the Roman 
tcrritoiic s in Icarch of fpoil, two thoufand four hun- 
dred w'cre flain by the eonful Aulus Poftumius ; that 
the otiier body of them, wlio, while they were carry- 
ing off the Ipoil, fell in with Quintius, efcaped not 
without a much greater lofs, there being flain of 
thefe, four thoufand j and going with nicety into the 
cxadl number, he adds two hundred and thirty. 
After this, the troops returned home to Rome, and 
the order for ceffation of civil bufincfs was difeharg- 
ed. The fky appeared as on fire in many places, 
and other portents, either occurred to people’s fighr, 
, or were formed by terror in their imaginations. To 
avert the evils, which tliefe foreboded, ^ proclama- 
tion 
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tlort Was Iffued for a folctnn feftival* £b be obfcrved B ^ o k 
for three days, during which all the temples were . _| i 

filled with crowds, both of meh and women, fuppli-r y.r. *90. 
eating the fe,vour of the gods. The cohorts of the 
L’atines and Hernicians were then difmifled by the 
fenate to their rcfpe£tive homes, with thanks for 
their Ipirited behaviour. During the campaign, a 
tlioufand men, who came from Antium after the bat- 
tle, too late to be of any fcrvice, were font off in a 
manner little lefs than ignominioi^s. 


VI. The eleftions were then held, and Lucius y.r. *<> 1 . 
^2butius and Publius Servilius being chofen confuls, 
entered on their office, on the calends of Auguft, 
which was at that time confidered as the beginning 
of the year with refpe(Ji to them. This was a lealbn 
of great diftrefs j for, during this year, a peftilential 
diforder fpread itfclf, not only through the city, but 
over the country, affecting both m^n and cattle with 
equal malignity ; the violence of the diforder was 
cncrcafed by admitting into the city the cattle, and •» 
the inhabitants of the country, who fled thither for 
Ihelter from the enemy’s ravages: fuch a confufed 
colletSbion of apimals of every different kind, fuffo- 
cated the citizens by the imufual ftench, while the 
country people, crowded together in narrow apart- 
ments, fuffered no lefs from the heat, the want of 
reft, and their attendance on each other j befides, 
even Contadt ferved to propagate the infedtion. 

While they could fcarcely fupport the weight of the 
calamities under which they laboured, ambafladors 
from the Hernicians fuddenly arrived with intelli- 
gence, that the .ffiquans and Volfcians in conjundtion, 
had pitched their camp in their territory, and from 
thence were ravaging the country with very nume- 
rous forces. Befides the proof, which the thinnefs of 
the fenate afforded to the obiervation of the allies, 
of the low ftate to which the commonwealth was 
ci,a ' reduced 
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® ® ® ^ reduced by the peftiIcnCe, the anfwer which they re- 
t . ceived, demonftrated a great di^edion of fpirits : 
y.R. *91. that “ the Hernicians thcmfelycs, with the affiftance 
B.c. 461. «, of the Latincs, tnu^ provide for their own fafety. 
" That the city of Rome, through the fudden anger 
** of the gods, was depopulated by ficknefs. If they 
“ flrould find any refpite from that calamity, they 
Would, as they had done the year before, and on 
all occafions, give afllftance to their allies.” Thus 
the ambafiadors departed, carrying home more for- 
rowful intelligence even than what they had brought; 
as they now found themfcives obliged, with their 
own Angle ftrength, to fupport a war, to which they 
had hardly been equal, even when aflifted by the 
power of Rome. The enemy remained not long in 
the country of the Hernicians, but proceeded thence, 
with hoftile intentions, into the Roman territory ; 
which, without the injuries of war, was now become 
a defert; and, without meeting there one human 
being even unarmed, finding every place through 
’which they paffed deftitute, not only of troops, but 
of the culture of the hulbandman, they came as far as 
rlic third ftone on the Gabiaiiroad. Bythistime.®bu* 
tius the Roman conful was dead, and his colleague 
Servilius fo ill, that there was very little hope of his 
recovery ; moft of the leading men were feized by 
the diftemper, as were tlie greater part of the patri-- 
ejans, and almofl every one of military age ; fo that 
they wanted ftrength, not only to form the expedi>^ 
tions which were requifite, in a conjunfture fo alarm- 
ing, but even to mount the guards, where no exer- 
tion was necelTary. The duty of the watches was 
performed by fuch of the fenators in perfon, as by 
their a^ and ftrength were qualified for it; the care 
of pofting, Md viCting, thefe, was intrufted to the 
plebeiaii iEdiles ; on them devolved the whole ad- 
ininiftration of afiTairs, and the dignity of the con- 
fular authori^. 


VII. The 
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VII. Th® cottimonwcalth m this foriorn ftate, 
without a head} without ftrcngth, was protefted from . „ ^ ^ 
deftruftion by the fortune of the city, and the care y R. 191. 
of its guardian deities, who infpircd the Volfcians 
and JE(|uans with the Ipirit of banditti, rather than 
of warriors j for fo fer were they from conceiving 
any hope, cither of mattering, or even of approach- 
ing the walls of Rome j and fuch an cfFcft had the 
diftant view of the houfes and adjacent hills, to di- 
vert their thoughts from the attompt, that murmurs 
Ipread through all the camp, each aiking others, 

“ why they Ihould throw away their time without 
" employment, and without booty, in a watte and 
“ defert country, among the putrid carcafes pf men 
and cattle ; when rliey might repair to places that 
« had felt no diftrefs ; to the territory of Tufculum, 
where every kind of opulence abounded ?” and 
accordingly, they haflily put thcmfelvcs in motion, 
and crofling the country, pafled on through the ter- 
ritory of Lavici, to the Tufculan hills; and to that 
quarter was the whole ftorm and violence of the wai* 
direfted. Meanwhile, the Hernicians and Latines, 
prompted not only by compaffion, but al(b by the 
ftiamc which they mutt incur, if they neither gave 
oppofition to the common enemy, marching to at- 
tack the city of Rome, nor even when their allies 
were befieged, afforded them any affiftance, united 
their forces, and proceeded to Rome. Not finding 
the enemy there, and purfuing their tracks, and fuch 
intelligence as they could procure, they met them 
coming down from the heights of Tufculum to the 
Alban vale. There an engagement enfued, in which 
they were by no means a match for the enemy, and 
the fidelity of the allies proved, for the prefent, un- 
fortunate to them. The mortality occafioned by the 
dittemper at Rome, was not Icfs, than what the fword 
caufed among the allies. The only furviving 
conful died. Many other illuftrious perfons alfo 
died : Marcus Valerius and Titus Virginius Ruti-» 

■ Iw, 
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o o K Ills, augurs ; Scrvius Sulpicius, principal curio 5 and, 
^ among perfons of fnfcrior note, the virulence of the 
y.R’*9i. diforder fpread its ravages wide. The fenate, un- 
B. C. 461. ^{jig fo difcover a profpcft of relief in any human 
means, direfied the people to vows and to the dei- 
ties ; all were ordered to go, with their wives and 
children, to offer fupplicatiojis, and implore the fa- 
vour of the gods; and the people being thus called 
out by public authority, to perform what each man 
was llrongly urged to by his own private cala- 
mities, they quickly filled all the places of worfhip. 
In every temple, the proftrate matrons fweeping the 
ground with liicir hair, implored a remiffion of the 
dii'pitaibre of lieavtn, and deliverance from the 
ntiliicnce. 

VIII. h'ROM that tiiTif, wliether it was owing to 
the gods having tiecome propitious, or to the more 
unhealthy I'eafon of the year being now paft, thofe 
who had got through the-diforder began to find their 
health confirmed gradually. And now, people’s at- 
tention being turned to the bufinefs of the public, 
after feveral interregna had expired, Publius Valeri- 
us Publicola, on the thiril day after he had entered on 
the office of interrex, had confiilsele<Eted, l^ucius Lu- 
V.R.eji. cretins Tri dpi tinus and Titus Veturius, or Vetiifiiis, 
B.C.460. Geminus. Thefe affiimed their office on the third of 
the ides of Auguft, at wliich time the date had re- 
covered its rtrength lb far, as to be able not only to 
repel an attack, but to act offenfively on occafion. 
Wherefore, on the Hernidans lending information, 
that the enemy had made an irruption into their 
frontiers, they cheerfully ju-ojuifed to .ilfill them. 
Two confular armies were railed. Veturius was lent 
. to carry on an offenfive war againll the Volfcians. 
Tricipicinus being appointed toproted; the territories 
of the allies from the incurfions of the enemy, pro- 
ceeded no farther than the country of the Hernid- 
, Veturius, in the firll engagement, routed and 

difperfed 
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difper&d his cnciuy^ While Lucretius lay encamped book 
among the Hermciaos,aparty ofplundc rers,unobfe rvcd . , ‘ j 
by him, marched over the Prseneftinc mountains, and y . r . tgi- 
from thence defeended into the plains. Thefe Ijiid 
Vafte all tlie country about Prseneftc, and Gabii, and 
from the latter turned their courfe towards the high 
grounds of Tufculum. Even the city of Rome was 
very much alarmed, more fo by the unexpeftednefs 
of the affair, than that they wanted ftrength to 
defend thcmfelves. Quintus Fpbius had the com- 
mand in the city. He armed the young men, polled 
guards, and foon put every thing into a ftate of fafety 
and tranquillity. The enemy therefore, not daring 
to approach the city, but haftily carrying off what- 
ever they could find in the adjacent places, fet out on 
their return, making a long cirepit, and while their 
caution relaxed, in proportion as they removed to 
a greater diftance from the city of their enemy, they 
fell in with the conful l.ucretius* who, having pro- 
cured intelligence of all their motions, lay in their 
way with his troops drawn iip, and im^)atient for the 
combat. The latter therefore, with premeditated 
refolution, attacked the others, who w'ere terrified 
and thrown into dilbrder by this fudden appearance 
of danger, and though confiderably fewer in number, 
eafily routed their great body and put them to flight; 
and, having driven them into deep vallies, from 
which it was difficult to efcape, furrounded them. 

On this occafion the Volfcian race was almoft ut- 
terly extinguilhed. I find in fome hiftories, that there 
fell, in the field, and the purfuit, thirteen thoufand, 
four hundred and feventy ; that one thoufand 
two hundred and fifty were made prifoners j and that 
twenty feven military ftandards were brought home 
from thence. However, though, in thofe accounts, 
the numbers may be fomewhat exaggerated, the 
flaughter certainly was very great. The victorious 
conful, poffeffed of an immenfc booty, returned to 
<L4- his 
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® K his former poft. The conftils then made a juniStion 
1 j of their forces. The Volfcians and ^quans alfo 
Y.R.a9i, united their (battered troops. On which enfued the 
B.C.460. third battle in the courfe of that campaign. The 
fame fortune direfted the vidbory, the enemy being 
routed and their camp taken. 

IX. Thus did the courfe of affairs at Rome return 
into its former channel, and fuccefles in war imme- 
diately excited commotions in the city. Caius Te- 
rentillus Arfa was tribune of the people that year. 
He, taking advantage of the abfence of the confuls, 
as an opportunity favourable to tribunitian intrigues, 
entertained the commons for Icveral days with rail- 
ings againft the arrogance of the patricians; but 
levelled his invedbives, chiefly, againff the confular 
government, as pollefling an exorbitant degree of 
power, and intolerable in a free (bate ; “ in name 
** only,” he faid, it was Icfs odious than regal go- 
** vernment ; while, in fadb, it was rather more op- 
prelTive: as, infbead of one tyrant, two had been 
“ let over them, invelbcd with immoderate and un- 
** limited power ; who, while they themfelvcs were 
privileged and uncontroiiled, diredbed every terror 
“ of the laws, and every kind of leverity againff the 
** commons. Now, in order to prevent their con- 
“ tinuing for ever to poflTefs this arbitrary authority, 
he would propofe a law, that five commillioncrs 
“ be appointed to compofe a let of laws for the re- 
** gulation of the confular government. Whatever 
(hare of authority the people Ihould think proper 
** to intruff in the hands of the confuls, that they 
“ Ihould enjoy ; but they Ihould not hold their own 
** will and arbitrary determinations, as law.” When 
this law was publilhed, the patricians were filled with 
dread, left, in the abfence of the confuls, the yoke 
might be impofed on them ; the fenate was called 
together by the pr*ttdb of the city Quintus Fabius, 

who 
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who inveighed agalnft the ^opofitiqn, and the author ® ® o ^ 
of it, with fuch vehemence, as to omit no kind of > _ j 
threats, or means of intimidation, which could have y.r. * 9 *. 
been applied, had both the confuU provoked to the 
Higheil, ftood befide the tribune. He urged, that 
this man had lain iiiS ambufti, and, watching his 
« opportunity, had made an affault on the common- 
" wealth. If the gods, in their anger, had fent a 
** tribune like him, during the laft year, while fick- 
nefs and war raged together, his defigns could not 
“ have been prevented. When'both the confuls were 
“ dead, and the enfeebled ftate lay overwhelmed in 
“ univerfal anarchy and confufion, he would have 
introduced laws for abolifliing the confular govern- 
“ ment out of the commonwealth, and would have 
“ become a leader to the Volfcians and .®quans, 

“ in an attack upon the city. And after all, where 
” was the occafion for fuch a law ? If a conful gave 
an inftance of arbitrary or cruel treatment towards 
any of tlie citizens, was it not in that man’s power 
« to bring him to trial ? to profecutc him, where hisf 
<f judges would be thofe very perfons, a^inft one of 
“ whom the injury was committed ? His manner of 
afting tended to render, not the confular govern- 
« ment, but the office of tribune, odious and into- 
“ lerable ; becaufe, from being in a ftate of peace 
“ and amity with the patricians, he was forcing it 
back into the old evil praftices. Nor did he 
« mean to befecch him to defift from proceeding as 
he had begun. Of you, the other tribunes,” faid 
Fabius, “ we requeft, that ye will, firft of all, confi- 
« der, that your office was inftituted for the pro- 
« teftion of individuals, not for the deftruftion of 
“ the whole community j that ye were created tri- 
bunes of the commons, not foes of the patricians. 

« It reflefts as much diftionour on you, as it docs 
« concern on us, that the commonwealth Ihould be 
invaded in the abfcnce of its chief raagiftrates. 

Take 
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* ^ mcafiires with -your colleague, that he may 

.‘ . *' adjourn this bufinefs without farther.procecdings, 
until the arrival of the confuls; ye will not hereby 
“ lelTen your rightSi but ye will Icffen the odium 
which fuch proceedings ijiuft excite. Even the 
^quans and Volicians, ^hen the confuls were 
carried off laft year by the licknefs, refrained from 
*« adding to our afflictions, by a cruel and implaca- 
** ble prolecution of a war.” The tribunes' accord- 
ingly made applic^ion to Terentillus, and the buli- 
nefs being fufpended, in appearance, but, in reality, 
fuppreffedjthe confuls were immediately called home. 

X. Lucretius returned with a very great quan- 
tity of fpoil, and glory much -greater. And to the 
glory which he had acquired, he added on his arrival, 
by expoling all the Ipoil in the field of Mars, in order 
that every one Ihould have an opportunity, during 
three days, to rebognizc and carry home his own 
property. The remainder, the ov/ners of which did 
‘ not appear, was fold. All men agreed in opinion, 
that a triumph was due to the conful ; but the confi- 
detation of that matter was poftponed, becaulp the 
tribune had renewed his attempts to carry his law j 
and this was deemed by the conful an affair of more 
importance. The bufinel's was canvaffed during fe- 
veral days, both in the Icnate, and the affembly of 
the people : at length, the tribune yielded to the 
weight of the conful’s authority, and defilled. Then 
was paid to the conlul and his army, the honour 
which they lb juftly merited. He triumphed over 
the Volfcians and ^Equans, his own legions attend- 
ing him in the proceflion. I'o the other conful, was 
granted the honour of entering the city in ovation*, 

* The ovation was an inferior kind of iriumjih, in which the vic- 
torious gcneial enteied the city, crowned with myrtle, not with lan- 
rei $ and inflead of hullocks, as in the tiiumph, facrificed a (heep, 
i hence the name* 


unattended 
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unattehdcd by the troops. In following year, book 
the law of Tercntillus, fupported by the concur- . ^ 

fence of the whole college of tribvnes, again af- y.r. * 95 . 
failed the confuls. Thcfe were Publius Voluranius b.c.4s». 
and Servius Sulpicius. In that year, the iky ap- 
peared on fire, and a violent earthquake happened. 

That an ox fpoke, an incident to which in the laft 
year credit had been refufed, was now* believed. 

Among other prodigies, a Ihower of flclh fell, 
which, as was reported, was in a great meafure in- 
tercepted in its fall, by a vaft number of birds flying 
about the place, and what efcaped them, lay fcatter- 
cd on the ground for fevcral days, without being 
changed in fmell. The books* were confulted by 
the Duumviri prefiding over facred rites, and it was 
predifted that dangers impended from a concourfe 
of foreigners ; that an attack was to be made on the 
higher parts of the city, and lives loft in confe- 
quence j among other things, warning was given, 
that all feditious praflices fhould be avoided. This 
the tribunes cried out againft, as a forgery, contrived 
for the purpofe of hindering the pafllng of their law j 
and matters were tending to a defperate conteftj 
when, lo ! that things might revolve in the lame 
circle every year, the Hernicians brought an ac- 
count, that the Volfcians and ^quans, notwith- 
ftanding the diminution of ftrength which they had 


• Thcfc were the famous fibylline books, purchafed, it was faid, by 
Tarquinius Superbus, from an old woman whom nobody knew, and 
who was never afterwards Teen again. Thefe books, which were fup. 
pofed to contain prophetic information of the fate and fortune of the 
Roman ftate, were carefully repofited in a (lone cheft, in a vault under 
the Capitol, and two officers chofen from the order of patricians, called 
duumviri facrorum, appointed to take care of them. The number of thefe 
was afterwaids increafed to ten, half of whom were plebeians $ then 
to fifteen, upon which occafion they were called Q^lndeccmviri $ which 
name they retained when afterwards augmented to fixty. Upon occa- 
fions of extreme danger, of pcfiilence, or the appearance of any extra- 
ordinary prodigies, thefe officers were ordered by the fenate to cpnfult, 
or to pretend to confult, the books, and they reported what expia* 
tions, and other rites were heceflary to avert the impending eviU 


. fu^cred. 
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* ?!? were recruiting their armies ; that rfieir 

. _ . chief depChdancc was upon Antium j that the people 

V.R. *9;. of that colony held, meetings openly at Ecetra ; that 
B. c. 459- they were the .firft movers of the war, and compofed 
the greateft part of the forces. As foon as this in- 
telligence was communicated to the lenate, an order 
was paffed for levying troops, and the confuls were 
directed to divide the management of the war bc- 
tv/een them, fo that one Ihould have the Volfcians, 
as bis province, the other the ^^quans. The tri- 
bunes exclaimed loudly to their faces, in the Forum, 
that “ this Volfcian war w'?.s but a concerted farce ; 

that the Hcrnicians had been inftructed how to 
" adt their part in it; that now the Roman pco- 
" pie were not deprived of liberty by manly efforts, 
but cheated out of it by cunning. That becaulc 
** it was incredible, that the Volfcians and /Equans, 
** who were almott cxtcrnunaced, could of them- 
“ fclves commence hoftilitics, new enemies had 
been fought for, and flanders thrown on a loyal 
colony clofcly conntfted with Rome; that the 
war was proclaimed, indeed, againft the unoffend- 
ing people of Antium, but waged againff the 
“ commons of Rome, whom they intended to lead 
out of the city, with precipitate haftc, loaded with 
" arms, thus wreaking their vengeance on the tri- 
** bunes, by the expulfion and banifhment of the ci- 
** tizens. That by thefe means, and let not people 
think there was any other dcfign, all efforts in fa- 
« vour of the law would be effedtually ovcj'powered, 
if the.y did not, before matters proceeded farther, 
while'they were yet at home, and retained the 
** garb of citizens, adopt fuch meafures, as would 
prevent their being driven out of poffeflion of the 
** city, and obliged to fubmit to the yoke. If they 
«* had fpirit, they fhould not want fupport ; the tri- 
bunes were all unanimous in their favour ; there 
** was no danger, no rcafon of apprehenfion from 
« afefoad. The gods had taken care the year be - 

“ fore, 
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« fore, fhat thejf might now.ftand up with fafety in ® 
“ defence of their liberty^” Such was the langmgc 

of the tribunes. > "5 

I 

XI- But, on the other fide, the confuls, fixing 
their chairs within view of them, began to proceed 
in the levy ; thither the tribunes haftened, and drew 
the afiembly with them. A few were cited by way 
of experiment, and immediately outrages commenc- 
ed. Whenever a lidor, by the^conful’s command, 
laid hold of any perfon, a tribune ordered him to be 
Jet at liberty. Nor did eirher parry confine them- 
fclves within the limits of tliat authority, to which 
their office entitled them ; every ftep taken was to 
be fupported by force and firength of hands." The 
lame line of condud, v/hich the tribunes had obferv- 
ed, in obftruding the levy, was followed by the 
confuls, in their oppofition to the law, which was 
brought forward, on every day whereon an afiembly 
could be held. The riot was begun by the patricians 
refufing to withdraw, after the tribunes had ordered 
the people to proceed to the place of voting. I'he 
elder citizens hardly ever atte.nded the proceedings 
on this affair, becaufe they were not to be regulated 
by prudence, but abandoned to the diredionof rafli- 
nefs and violence ; and the confuls ge.nerally kept 
out of the way, left, in fiich general confufion, they 
Ihould expofe their dignity to infult. There was 
a young man called Caefo Quintius, full of prefump- 
tion, on account both of the nobility of his defeent, 
and his perfonal fize and ftrength ; to thele qualifica- 
tions bellowed by the gods, he had added many war- 
like accomplilhments, and a confiderable degree of 
eloquence in the Forum, inlbmuch that no perfon in 
the Hate was deemed to pofiTefs greater abilities, ei- 
ther for adting or fpeaking : this man having placed 
himfelf in the midft of the body of the patricians, 
confpicuous in ftaturc above the reft, and as if he 
carried in his eloquence and perfonal ftrength, every 

, power 
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o K. po^er of the cortlbUhip Or ditfbtorfliipv withftood 
,„ ji b7 his Gngle efforts the attacks of the tribtine 3 > knd 
Y.x. *9i. the whole popular ftonn. In coniequence of bis 
*» C. exertions, the tribunes were often driven out of the 
Forum, and the commons routed and difpcrfcdl 
Such of them as came in his way; went off ftrip- 
ped,and otherwife fevercly handled} fo that every one 
law, that if he were allowed to proceed in this man- 
ner, it would be impoflible to carry the law. At 
this junfture, when .the other tribunes were almoft 
reduced to defpair, Aulus Virginius, one of their 
college, inftituted a criminal profecution on a capi- 
. tal charge, againft Ca;fo. But, by this proceeding, 
he rather irritated, than reprefled his impetuous 
temper ; he thence became the more vehement in 
his oppofition to the law, perfecuted the commons, 
and harafled the tribunes, in a manner, with open 
hoftilities. The profecutor fuffered the accufed to 
run headlong to ruin, and to draw down on himfelf 
liich a degree of public dilpleafure, as would ferve 
for fuel to inflame the charges which he had brought 
againft him, and in the mean time frequently intro- 
duced the law, not fo much in hope of carrying it 
through, as with dcfign to provoke the ralhnefs of 
Ctefo. Many inconflderate expreflions and actions, 
which often palTed on thefe occafions among the 
young men, were all, through the general prejudice 
againft him, imputed to C^fo’s violent temper. 
The law however was ftill oppoled, and Atilus Vir- 
ginius frequently obferved to the people, “ Do ye 
not perceive, Romans, that it is impoflible for 
" you to have, at the fame time, Casfo among the 
number of your citizens, and this law which ye 
wilh for ? Though why do I fpeak of this law ? 
** Your liberty is endangered by him : he furpafles, 
** in tyrannical pride, all the Tarquinii together : 
“ wait until he is made conful or diftator, whom ye 
** now behold, in a private ftation, exerting all the 
Iprerogatives of royalty.” He was fupported in 
■ V' * 5* • 
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thefe invedtives great numbers* who complained ® ^ o 
of being perfonally abuiRid by Casfo, and impor- 
tuned the tribune to go through with the profecu* y.r. 193. 
tion. . B.c.tsji 


XII. The day of trial now approached, and it 
was manifcft that the people in general had conceiv- 
ed an opinion, that the exiftencc of their liberty de- 
pended upon the condemnation of Caefo, Then at 
length he was compelled, thouglj not- without indig- 
nation, to folicit thefivour of each: he was follow- 
ed by his relations, who were tlie principal pcrfons 
in the ftate. Titus Quintius Capitolinus, who had 
been thrice conful, after recounting many honoura- 
ble atchievements of his own, and of his femily, 
affirmed, that “ there never had appeared, either in 
“ the C^intian family, or in the Roman ftate, any 
“ perfon poflefled of fuch a capacity, and who ex- 
“ hibited fo early, fuch difplays ofValour. That he 
“ ferved his firft campaign under him, and had of- 
“ ten in his fight fought with the enemy.” Spuri-* 
us Furius declared, that “ he had, by order of 
“ Qmntius Capitolinus, come to his felief, when in 
a dangerous lituation ; and that there was no one 
“ perfon to whom he thought the public fo much 
“ indebted for the reftoration of their affairs to a 
“ ftate of fafety.” Lucius Lucretius, conful the 
preceding year, in the full fplendour of frelb glory, 
attributed to Ca'fo a fliare of his own merits ; enu- 
merated the battles he had been in j related extraOi'- 
dinary inftances of his good behaviour, both on ex- 
peditions, and in the field of battle ; advifed and 
warned them, rather “ to preferve among them- 
“ felves, than to drive into a foreign ftate, a youth 
“ of fuch extraordinary merit, endowed with every 
accomplifliment, which nature and fortune could 
beftow, and who would prove a vaft acccflion ro 
“ the intcreft of any ftate, of which he Ihould be- 
" come a member. That the only parts in his cha- 

. rafter 
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» o o K « rafter lyfeich, «30«lii give offence, hc^ aj4 vche- 
. « mcncc, diinwSflieddaMy,;as he advw«»d in agcj 
yljifljr. awhile the only reqmfitc vi^anting, owdcncc, ww 
S» C-4i9* « conriniiially gathering new ftrength : tl»t as his 
faults were on the decline, and his virtue ad- 
« vancit^ to maturity, they IhooW allow a man of 
** liich rare talents to become an old member of 
« their community.” Along with^thefe, his fethcr 
Lucius Quyitius, furnamed Cincinnatus, not dwelling 
on his praifes, for fear of heightening the public 
difpleafore, but intreating their forgivenefs for his 
miftakes and his youth, befought them to pardon 
his fon for his fake, who, neither in word or deed, 
had ever given offence to any. But Ibme, cither 
through refpeft or fear, avoided liftening to his in- 
treaties s while others, complaining of the ill-treat- 
ment which they and their friends had received, 
Ihewed beforehand by their harih anfwers what their 
lentence would be. 

XIII. Besides the notorious inftances of his ill 
conduft, there was one charge which bore heavily 
on the accufed : Marcus Volfcius Fiftor, who fomc 
years before had been tribune of the people, ftood 
forth and teftihed, that « a fhort time after the 
« peftilence in the city, he met with a number of 
« young men rioting in the Suburra * } that a 
« feuffle enfued, and that his brother, who was ad- 
' « vanced in years, and not thoroughly recovered- 
« from the diforder, received from Casfo a blow oi 
« his fill, which felled him to the ground j that he 
« was carried home from thence in people’s arms, 
« and that he believed this was the caufe of his 
« death ; but that he was prevented from profccut- 
« ine him for fuch an atrocious frft, by the confuls 
« ofthe preceding years.” By the loud affevera- 
rions of Volfcius to this purpon, the people were fo 


9 A ^ towni fo called. 
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falUng OB Cas^iami fluttiuitg him to death, Virgi- . . 

ntus ordered his peribn to be feized, and carried to y.r. * 93 . 
prj&B ; the pa^iciaas oppoied force to force. Titus 
Quintius exclaimed, that ^ a perfon formally^ ac> 

** cufod of a capital crime, whofc trial was Ihortly 
to come on, ought not, before trial, and without 
" fcntencc paffed, to fufFcr violence.” The tribune 
declared, that “ he had nd intention of inSi&ing 
punilhment on him, before .condemnation,- but 
“ that he would keep him in cuftody, until the day 
" of trial, that the Roman people might have it in 
their power to punilh the perfon who had been 
guilty of murder.” The other tribunes being ap- 
peded to, refolved on a middle courle, and thereby 
avoided every impeachment of their right to give 
prote£tion : they forbade his being put in confine- 
ment, and declared it as their determination, that 
the accufed Ihould give bail for hiiJ appearance, and 
that a Aim of money Ihould be fecured to the peo- 
ple, in cafe of his failing to appear. The Aim in* 
which it was reafonable that tlw fureties Aieuld be 
bound, came then to be difeufTed ; it was referred to 
the determination of the fenate ; and, until the (ena- 
tors ihould come to a refolution, the accufe'd was de- 
tained in the public aflembly. It was determined 
tliat he Aiouid And fureties, and that each Airety 
Ihould be bound to the amount of three thoufand 
afes * : the number of fureties to be furniflied was 
left to rite decifion of the tribunes j they Axed it 
at ten, and on that; number of fureties being 
given, the profecutor confented that the accufed 
Ihould be admitted to bail. He was the Arft who 
gave bail, in this manner, where the penalty was to be 
applied to the ufc of the public. Being difmiffed 
from the Forum, he went the" night following into 
exile among the Etrurians. On the day appointed 
for his trial, although it was pleaded in;^is favour, 

* 9I. xi». « 4 . 
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y!r^ j' coneagu<^, on being aiij^akd to, difiniiNi't^C iPBect- 
B.c. «9. Ing, and the inoney was ex^ed from hi? )h^rwuh 
fiich fevtrity, that all his propciiy being fold,, he 
lived for a long time in an oblcore eoitage beyond 
the Tiber, as if baniflied from his country. This 
trial,, and the proceedings about tjic law, gave full 
employment to the ftatc. There was no difturbance 
from foreign enemie?. 

XIV. While the .tribunes, flulhed with this 
fuccefs, imagined, from the difmay into which 
the patricians had been thrown by the exile of Caefo, 
that the palling of the law was almoft certain ; and 
the elder patricians, for their part, had in fa£t relin- 
quilhed the adminiftration of affairs, the younger 
part of them, efpecially thofe who were C«fo’s 
friends, inftead of fulTering their fpirits to droop, 
afllimed a higher degree of vehemence in their rage 
iigainft the commons. But in one particular they 
improved their plan exceedingly, tempering the vio- 
lence of their exertions with a degree of moderation. 
The firft time, after Cajfo’s banifhmcnt, that the law 
began to be agitated, having prepared themfclvcs 
for the occafion, and formed in a body with a great 
. band of their dependents, as foon as the tribunes af- 
forded them a pretext, by ordering them to retire, 
they attacked them furiouffy, and all exerted them- 
fclves with aftivity fo equal, that no one of them 
carried home a greater fhare than another, either of 
honour, or of ill-will; the commons complained, 
that a thoufand Cmfos had ftarted up in the room of 
one. During the intermediate days, in which the 
tribunes brought forward no proceedings refpedting 
the law, jiotliing could be more mild and peaceable 
than thefe lame perfons ; they faluted the plebeians 
feiftdly; entered into converfation with them; in- 
ivjltcd them to tlieir houfes; took care of their 
^ ^ bufincfs 
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bufinei^ ifi thtf'li'ottnnt' and allowed even the tri- book 
bunes diettiifelves to hold meetings for any other . . 

purpofes widiOOt interruption i Ihewing no kind of 
rudenefi » any, either in public or private ; except 2,0.419, 
when the budoeiit of the law began to be agitated. 

On other occafions, the behaviour of the young par* 
tricians was popular, and the tribunes not only exe- 
cuted the reft of their bufineis without difturbance, 
but were even re-clefted for the following year with- 
out one oflenfive exprefllon, much left any violence 
being ufed. By thus foothing and managing the 
commons, they rendered them, by degrees, more 
traftable, and by thefe methods the paifing of the 
law was evaded during that whole year. 

XV. The fucceeding confuls, Caius Claudius, Y.R.S94. 
fon of Appius, and Publius Valerius, received the «*• 
commonwealth in a ftate of great tranquillity. The 
new year had brought no change in affairs. The 
thoughts of every member of the ftate were occu- 
pied, either in wiftes for the pafling of the law, or in * 
apprehenfions of being obliged to fubmit to it. The 
more the younger patricians endeavoured to infinu- 
ate themlelvcs into the favour of the commons, the 
more earncftly dkl the tribunes ftrive to counteradt 
them ; exciting, by injurious fuggeftions, fufpicions 
to their prejudice, in the minds of the populace j 
aflerting that there was a confpiracy formed j that 
Cfefo was at Rome ; that plans had been concerted 
for putting the tribunes to death, and maffacring 
the commons : that the elder patricians had engaged 
the younger to abolifli the office of tribune out of the 
commonwealth, and to reduce the ftate to the fame 
form, which had fubfifted, before the feceffion to the 
facred mount. While fears were entertained of an 
attack from the Volfcians and .ffilquans, which had 
now become a ftated matter, and occurred regularly 
almoft every year, a new danger, which had never 
been thought of, made its appearance nearer home. 

R 2 A num- 
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ran down to the Forum with aU the preci({4tate hafte 
which their fright infpired, and the cries of, “ to 
. “ arms,” and “ the enemy are in the city,” rc- 
foonded alternately^ The ctmfuls were afr^ ei- 
ther to arm the commons, or to let them remain 
without arms, not knowing' what this danger was, 
which had fo fuddenJy afiailed the city j whether it 
was occafioned by foreign or domeftic forces > whe- 
ther by the difaffe^ion of the commons, or the trea- 
chery of the flaves. They exerted themfelves to 
quiet the tumults, and, not unfrequently, their very 
endeavours to quiet them ferved but to exafperate 
them the more : for' it was impoffible, in fuch a ftate 
of terror and confiernation, to make the populace 
‘obey command. They gave them arms notwith- 
fianding, but not to all without difiinifiion, only to 
fuch as they could fafely rely on in all emergencies, 
not yet knowing with what enemy they had to con-', 
tend. The reft of the night they fpent in polling 
guards, in proper places, all over the city, ftiU re- 
maining in anxious fufpence, unable to find out who 
the enemy were, or what their number. Day-li^t 
then arriving, made a difeovery of the enemy, and 
of their leader : Appius Herdonius from the Capitol 
invited the flaves to liberty, telling them, that “ he 
had undertaken the eaufe of all the unfortunate, 
** with intent of reftoring to their country thofc who 
“ had been unjuftly driven into banilhment, and of 
“ delivering thofc who groaned under the grievous 
^‘.ybke of flavery. He rather wilhed that this 
might be accomplilhed by the voluntary aft of 
the Roman people: but if that was not to be 
■ ** .h^pt'd, he would roufe the Yolfeians and ^quans 
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•* in the eauib, aind %<iuld petfetere in the attempt b 0 « k: 
" to the utmoft ekmmitjr.” . . 

Y.R. 194. 

XVl. Twi aflSkir appeared now to the confuls-B*c.«»* 
and fenate in a kls formidable light, yet they ftiU 
dreaded left, befidea the purpofes which were de- 
clared, this might be a fcheme of the Veientians or 
the Sabines i and left the powerful enemy already 
within the city might, in conftquence of a concerted 
plan, be fupported prefently by the Sabine and 
Etrurian legions j and that their everlafting enemies 
the Yolfcians and ^quans might come, not, as for- 
merly, to ravage the country, but to l<*ize on the 
city, already pofTefled in part by the enemy. Many 
and various were their fears, among which the prin- 
cipal was their dread of the flaves, left every one 
fliould Bnd in his own houfe an enemy, whom it was 
neither fafe to truft, nor, by apparent diftruft, to 
provoke to infidelity and bitterer animofity : and fo 
critical was their fittiation, that, had perfed harmor 
ny fubfifted in the ftate, they could fcarcely hope td 
be extricated ftom it : but amidft the crowd of dan- 
gers which flatted up on every fide, no one enter- 
tained any fears from the turbulence of the tribunes 
or the commons; that was deemed an evil of a 
milder nature j which, as it always began to operate 
in times undifturbed by other difquietudcs, they fup- 
pofed would reft in quiet, while danger threatened 
from abroad : yet this alone, almoft beyond all the 
reft, proved the heavieft aggravation of their diftrcfs ; 
for fuch madnefs poflefled the tribunes, that they 
infifted, that they were not enemies, but people un- 
der the counterfeit appearance of enemies, who had 
feized on the Capitol, for the purpofe of diverting 
the attention of the commons from the bufinefs of 
the law i and that thele guefts and dependants of 
the patricians, if the law were once palled, and it 
were perceived that the tumults, which they raifed, 
had not anfwered their purpofe, would depart in 

R ) ' greater 
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. away the people af- 

y.B. S94. fcmbly for p^t^ foe law.. lo foe jcsi^ the 
B.c.4j«. confols fconyenedthe by foo 

danger apprehended ffdforfoc. they 

hhd been by foe fodm offoe epe^ifo^^^ 


XVIJ. On hearing that the people were laying 
down their arras, and quitting their pofts, Publius 
Valerius, leaving hi§ colleague to prefidc in foe lenate, 
ruflied forth from foe fenate-houfe, and came to the 
. alTcmbly of the tribunes, whom he thus accofted : 

. “ What mean ye, tribunes, by thefe proceeding ? 
“ Do ye intend, under the command and auipices 
of Appius Herdonius, to overturn the common- 
« wealth ? Has he been fo fuccefsful in corrupting 
“ you, though he had not authority fufficient to in- 
« flucncc the flaves ? Do ye think this a proper 
“ time, when thh enemy is upon us, for arms to be 
« laid afide, and laws to be propoftd ?” Then di- 
• reding his difeourfe to the populace, “ If,, Romans, 
« ye are infenfible to all concern for the city, and 
“ for yourfelvcs, yet pay refped to the gods of your 
« country, taken captive by the enemy. Jupiter 
“ fupremely good and great, Juno queen of heaven, 
Minerva, with foe other gods and goddelfes, are 
« held in confinement: a camp of flaves occupies 
V the refidence of the tutelar c cities of the ftate. 


Do ye think this method of ading confiftent with 
found policy ? There is a powerful force of the 
enemy, not only within the walls, but in the cita- 
del, looking down on the Forum and the fenate- 
houfe i mean while, in the Forum, are aflcmjblics 
of the people ; in the lenatc-houfe, the fenate- 
fitting i .juft as in tiine of perfed tranquillity 
the -Icnator gives his opinion, the other Romans 
their votes. Ought not every man, as well of the 
patricians, as commons, foe confuls, tribunes, ci- 
>l,i»cns, all men, to have fnatched up arms in lu.ch 
" "a caule. 
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" a cauft, ton t» tl« Gapiwi, to have re- ® ® ® ^ 

" ftored to> Ubeitf «&d peace that moft auguft refi- i— yw 
« dencc of the fupremely good and great Jupiter ? y.r, * 94 ., 
** O father RomultiSy grant to thine offspring that ** 

“ Ipirit of cldnei by which thou formerly reco-‘ 
veredft the citadel from thefc fame Sabines, when 
“ they had got pofleffion of it by means of gold. 

Dircft them to purfuc the fame path, in which 
“ thou Icdft the way, and which thine army follow- 
cd. Lo, I as confiil, will be the firft to follow 
“ thee and thy footfteps, as far as a mortal can follow 
“ a divinity.*’ The conclufion of his fpeech was, 
that he now took up arms, and liimmoned every 
** citizen of Rome to arms. If any one lliould at- 
** tempt to prevent the execution of this order, he 
“ would never,” he faid, confiJer the extent of 
“ the confular authority, nor of the rribunitian 
“ power, nor the devoting laws ; but, be he who he 
“ might, or where he might, whether in the Capitol, 

“ or in the P'orum, he would treat him as an enemy. 

Let the tribunes give orders for arming agairA 
“ Publius Valerius the conful, fince they had for- 
“ bidden it againft Appius Herdonius, and he 
** would not hefitate to ufe the fame treatment to 
“ tribunes, which the founder of his family had the 
“ fpirit to (hew to kings.” Ev’cry one expefted the 
utmoft degree of violence, and that the enemy 
would he gratified with the fight of a civil war 
among the Romans. Yet neither could the law 
be carried, nor the conful march to the Capitol ; 
night coming on, put a flop to the contefls j for the 
tribunes, dreading the armed attendants of the con- 
Ails, retired as it grew daik. And asfoonastbe 
fomenters of fedition had withdrawn, the patricitms 
went about among the comn«ons, and introducing 
thcmfclves into their circles of converfation, threw 
out difeourfes adapted to thejunfturc, advifed them 
to “ confider well into what hazards they were bring- 
ing the commonwealth telling them, that “ the 
R 4 . “ contefl; 
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B 0 0 K «< contcftwasnotbetweearfw^rteii^tndjricbeiaBs,, 
“ but whether the patricians and nlebeuatf BDigeiher^ 
Y.R. *94- “ the f<jrtrefs pf the city* the temples of the gods, and 
B.C. 458. «t tjje gyardian deiries of the Ante* aad of private fa- 
milies, Ihould all be given w into the lu^s of the 
« enemy.” While theft meamres were employed in 
the Forum to appeaft the diflenfions, the confuls had 
gone to viAt the gates and walls, left the Sabines or 
Veientians might make any hoftile attempt. 

• 

XVIII. TriE fame night, meflengers arrived at 
Tufculum, with accounts of the citadel being taken, 
the Capitol fuized, and of the other difturbances 
•which had t.aken place in the city. Lucius MamIHus 
was at that time didator at T ufculum. He inftantly 
alfembled the fenate, and introducing the meflengers, 
warmly recommended, that " they Aiould not wait 
until ambalfadors fliould arrive from Rome to re- 
** quell affiftance ; that the danger itfclf and diftrefs 
of their allies, the gods, who witneffed their al- 
liance, and the faith of treaties, demanded it. That 
the gods would never afford them fo good an op- 
poitiiniry, of engaging the gratitude of fo pow- 
“ erful a llate, and fo near a neighbour.” It was 
immediately refolved, that aAlftancc Aiould be fent, 
the youth were ini oiled, and armed. Coming to 
Rome at the Aril light, they were, at a diAance, taken 
for enemies j people imagined that they were 
the jliquans or the Volfcians, who were coming: 
but this groundlcfs alarm being removed, they were 
rtccivcd into the city, and marched down in a body 
to the Foiiim, where Publius Valerius, having left 
his colleague, to iecure the gates, was employed, at 
the time, in drawing up the people in order of battle. 
They had been jircvailed on by the conAdence which 
t!i..7 placed in his promifes, when he affured them, 
that, « as foon as the Capitol Aiould be recovered, 
** amd peace reftored in the city, if they would fuflTer 
•* thcmftlves to be convinced of the dangerous de- 
• “ Agns 
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« figns that IflriMKft under the laW proTOfed by the B o o k 
“ tribuneS) mindibl of his anceftorsi mindful of his , 
furname, by Whichj attention to promote the inte- y.r. 

« reft of the peopAc was handed down to him, as an B. c.^si. 
*• inheritance from his aheeftors, he would give no 
obftniftion to the aftembly of the people.” Led 
by him, notwithftanding that the tribunes in vain 
cried out loudly againft it, they directed their march, 
up the fleep of the Capitol. They were joined by 
the troops of Tufculum j and citizens and allies vied 
with esith other, for the glory of recovering the ci- 
tadel i each leader encouraging his own men. Flic 
enemy, on this, were greatly terrified, having no reli- 
ance on any thing but the ftrength of the place i 
and while they were thus difconcerted, the Romans 
and allies pufhed forward to the aflault. They had 
already broken into the porch of the temple, when 
Publius Valerius leading on the a^,tack, was flain, at 
the head of his men. Publius Volumnius, formerly 
conful, faw him fall, and charging thofe about him 
to cover the body, rufhed forwj^rd to take the place 
and the office of the conful. The ardour and ea- 
gernefs of the foldiers were fuch, as hindered their 
perceiving fo great a lofs, and they gained the 
viftory, before they knew that they were fighting 
without their leader. Many of the exiles defiled the 
temple with their blood, many were taken alive ; 

I Icrdonius was flain. Thus was the Capitol reco- 
vered. Punifhments were inflifted on the prifoners, 
fuitable to their feveral conditions cither of freemen 
or flaves. Thanks were given to the Tufculans. 

The Capitol was cleanfed and purified. It is laid, 
that the plebeians tlirew into the conful’s houfe a 
quadrans each, that his funeral might be folemnized 
with tlie greater Iplcndour. 

XIX. Peace being re-eftabliflied, the tribunes 
earneftly prefled the fenate to fulfil the promife of 
Publius Valerius, and prelTed Claudius to acquit the 

* Ibade 
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* u? fliade of his colleague of breach of <kith» and fuffer 

, the bufinefs of the Jaw to proceed. The conful de- 

y.R, dared, that he would not fuffer the buSnefs of the 

jj,L. 4 iS. law to proceed, until he (hould have a colleague ap- 
pointed in the room of the deceafed. The difputcs 
on this fubjedlt lafted until the adembly was held for 
fubflituting a conful. In the month of December, 
in confcquence of very zealous efforts of the patri- 
cians, Lucius Qnintius Cincinnatus, father of Catfo, 
was elcfted conful, to enter on his office without 
delay. The commons were quite difmaycd, on 
finding, that they were to have for conful a perfon 
highly incenfed againft them, and whofe power was 
ftrengthened by the fupport of the patricians, by his 
own merit, and by three Ions, no one of whom was 
inferior to Caefo, in greatnefs of fpirit, while they 
excelled him in prudence and moderation on proper 
occafions. When he came into office, in the fre- 
quent harangues' which he nude from the tribunal, 
he Ihewed not moie vehemence in his cenfures of 


• the commons, than in his n proofs to the fenate, 
“ thiough the indoKnee of vi] ich body,” he faid, 
‘‘ the tribunes, now become peipetual, by means of 
“ their harangues and prolccutions, exercifed fovc- 
“ leign authority, as if they wtic not in a republic 
" of Roman citizens, but in an ill-regulated family. 
“ That together with his foil Cufo, foititude, con- 
“ flancy, and every quahfica'ion that gives otnament 
“ to youth eitl'er in war or peace, had been driven 
" out and banifbed fiom the city of Rome ; while 
“ talkative, feditious men, foviers of diffenfion, 
" twice, and even thiice, re-tUded tribunes, fpent 
“ ihtir lives in the moil pernicious pradiccs, and in 
“ the excrcife of regal tyranny. Did that Aulus 
“ Viiginius, faid he, becaufe he was not in the Ca- 
“ pitcxl, delerve Icfs Icverc punifhment than Appius 
“ 1 lerdoniiis ? More, he fwore, undoubtedly, if wc 
“ will judge fairly of the matter. 1 lerdonius, though 
nothing clfc could be laid in liis favour, by an- 
’ . nouncing 
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*« nouncing hiiDjCelf »n enemy, ^ve out public or- » oo K; 
** dcrs, in a manner, thw ye mould take arms. The . 
other, denying that there were enemies to be op- v 
pofed,tookth4; arms outofyour hands, and expoied B. c*. 4 .ss) 
** you defenecJels to jTour Oaves and exiles. And 
Uid ye, notwichftandmg, (I wilh to fpeak without 
** offence to Caius Claudius or the decafcd Publius 
“ Valerius) lead your troops to an attack on the Ca- 
“ pitolinc hill, before ye had expelled thcfe enemies 
“ from the Forum ? It is fcand^ous in the fight of 
“ gods and men, that when an enemy was in the ci- 
“ tadel, in the Capitol, and a leader of exiles and 
« flavcs, profaning every thing facred, took up his 
” habitation in the Ihrine of Jupiter fupremely good 
“ and great, arms were taken up at Tufculum fooncr 
“ than at Rome. It was doubtful, whether Lucius 
“ Mamilius, a Tufculan general, or Publius Valerius 
“ and Caius Claudius, confuls, Ihould have the ho- 
« nour of recovering the Romad ciudel. And we 
« who, heretofore, would not fuffer the Latines to 
“ touch arms, not even in their own defence, when 
“ they had the enemy within their territories, fhould 
have been taken and deftroyed, had not thefc La- 
" tines, of their own accord, taken arms. Is this, 

" tribunes, affording protedlion to the commons, to 
“ expofe them unarmed to be flaughtered by the 
« enemy ? Surely, if any, even the ioweft perfon 
among thefc commons of yours, whom from being 
a part ye have broken off, as it v/erc, from the 
body of the people, and made a country of your 
“ own, and a republic peculiar to yourfelvesj if 
any one of thefe Ihould inform you that his houfe 
« was furrounded by an armed band of flaves, ye 
« would think that ye ought to go to his affiftance. 

“ And was the fupremcly good and great Jupiter, 

** wlien hemmed round by the arms of exiles and 
« flaves, unworthy of any human aid ? Yet thefc men 
expeft’to be held facred and inviolable, who cf- 
teem not the gods rhtmfclves as either facred or 

“ invioUblc. 
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B 0 0 K « inviolable. But it Teems, rohttminated as ye are 
/ ’ ■ '* w ’th die ^ult of your offences againft: goas and 
Y.R. ,94. “ men, ye give out that ye will carty-thfotlgh your 
B. t.4s? « lavi, before the end of this year. It Seould then, 
« indeed, be an unfortunate day to the ftatc, on 
“ winch I was created coftful, mirh more fo, than 
“ that on which the conlbl Vahiius perifocd, if ye 
“ Ihould cany it. Now, fiifl. of all,” faid he, Ro- 
“ mans, my collea'^uc and I intend to march the 
legion® rgainft the Volfcians and iEquans. I know 
** not by what fatality we find the gods more propi- 
** ttoiis, while we aie employed in war than during 
“ peace. IIow grear the danger from thofe nations 
“ would have been if they had known that the Ca- 
“ pitol was in the poffifllon of exiles, it is better 
“ that we fhoiild conjefture from the paft, than feel 
from experience.” 

XX. The conful’s difcouife had a confideiable 
clTedl on the commons: the patiicians lecovenng 
‘their fpiiits, looked on the commonwealth as re- 
fioitd to its pioptr ftatc. The other ronful, Ihcw- 
ing moil Ipiiit in piomoting than in foiminga de- 
lign, i( ic'ily alloi.t i hi$ colleague to take the lead, 
in tl'e p'cp iiaioiv piocccdings on fo weighty an af- 
liir, but in till i\ccitionot the plan, claimed to 
J imltlfa fli.itc the confular duties. The tnbunes 
tlun mocking the conful’s declaiations as imprac- 
ticable, jiiotetdi d to alk, “ by what means the con- 
“ fills would be enabled to lead out an army, when 
“ no one would luftli them to make a levy ?” To 
rhi, (.^iintius leplied, “ We have no occafion for a 
“ levy, beiaule when Publius Valeiius gave arms 
“ to the commons, for the lecovcry of the Capitol, 
“ they all took an oath to him, that they would af- 
“ Itmble on an order born the conful, and would 
“ not depart without his peimiflion. We therefore 
** pubhlh our orders, that every one of you who 
** bjtvc taken the oath, attend to-morrow, under 

“ arms. 
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*» at'Ois, at the lake Regiliv*." 'Che tribune? then B o o k 
began to cavil» aii4 aUflged» tliat ** the people were . - - i 
“ abfolvet] of that obligation, bccaufe C^intius was y.r. ,9*. 
“ in a private Ration, at the time when the oath 
** was taken-” But that diitegard' of the gods, 
which prevails in the prefent age, had not then 
taken place; nor did every one, by his own inter- 
pretations, accommodate oaths, and the laws, to his 
particular views, but rather adapted his pradicc to 
them. The tribunes, therefore,, finding no hope of 
fucceeding in their oppofition, on that ground, en- 
deavoured to delay the marching of the troops ; and 
in this they were the more carneft, becaufe a report 
had fpread, that orders had been given for the au- 
gurs alfo to attend at the lake Regillus, and that a 
place Ihould be conlecrated by augury, in whicJi the 
people might tranfadt bufinefs with the benefit of 
aufpices, in order that any mcafures enadled at Rome 
through means of the violence of the tribunes, might 
be repealed in an alTembly held there. F.very one, 
it was faid, would vote there, jufi as the confuK, 
chofe; for at any greater diftance from the city, than 
that of a mile, there was no appeal : and even Ihould 
the ^tribuncs come thither, they would, among the 
crowd of the other citizens, be fubjefc to the con- 
fular authority. This alarmed them. But whdt dil- 
lurbcd their minds with the ftrongeft .apprehenfion ? 
was, that Quintius ufed frequeutl\ to f.iy, that “ he 
" would not hold an ele«Slion of confuh: thit the 
** diftemper of the Hate was not i'uc h as could be 
** ftopped b) the ufual remedies : that the common - 
“ wealth Rood in need of a dictator, in order that 
any perfon who fliould flir one ftep towards raiOng 
“ difturbanccs in the ftate, might feel, that the 
power of that magiftratc was aoovt an ’pptal.” 

XXI. The Icnate was fitting In the Capitol , thi- 
ther came the tribunes, attended by the commons,, 
who were full of perplexi'-y and fear: the populat e, 

with 
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BO O k ^tth loud clamoun* imjdoredthe protti^ion, attJlift 
> r time, of tlie confuls, at another of the ftnatej yet 
Y.R. *94. they could not prevail on the conful to ttcedc from 
b.c. 43*. his rcfolution, until the tribunes promifed chat they 
would be direfted by tf»e fenate. *Th* conful then 
laid before the fenate the demand of the tribunes and 
commons, and it was decreed, that ** the tribunes 
“ Ihould not introduce the law during that year j 
** and that, on the other hand, the confuls ihould 
“ not lead out the j;roops from the city. For the 
time to come, it was the judgment of the fenate, 
“ that re- electing the fame magiftrates, and re-ap- 
“ pointing the fame tribunes, was injurious to the 
“ ititcreft of the commonwealth.” The confuls 
conformed to the decifions pf the fenate j but the 
tribunes, notwithftanding the rcmonftrances of the 
coniuls, were re-appointed. The fenate like wife, 
not to yield to the commons in any particular, on 
their fide, wiftied to rc-elcd Lucius Quintius conful. 
On no occafion during the whole year, did the con- 
fol exert himfclf with more warmth. ** Can 1 won- 
** der,” faid he, confeript fathers, if your autho- 
“ rity is lightly regarded among the commons ? yc 
" youHtlves deprive it of its weight. For initance, 
“ becaufe the commons have broken through a de- 
“ cree of the fenate, with refpedt to the re-eledion 
of magiftrates, ye wilh to break through it alfo, 
lift ye ftiould fall Ihort of the populace in heady 
" raflinefs, as if fuperiority of power in the ftate 
“ confified in fuperior degrees of inconftancy and 
“ irregularity j for it is, certainly, an inftance of 
greater inconftancy and irregularity, for us to 
“ counteraft our own decrees and reJolutions, than 
thefe of others. Go on, confeript fathers, to 
“ imitate the inconfiderate multitude j and ye, who 
** ought to Ihew an example to die* reft, rather fol- 
** low the fteps of others in a wrong courfe, than 
“ guide them by your example into the right one. 
•* But kt me not imitate the tribunes, nor fuffer 

“ myfelf 
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myfclf to.be declared conful, in .'Contradiction to 5 « k 

** the decree of the fenate. And you, Caius Clau- . 

dius, I exhort, that you, on your part, rcftrain y.r. ,94.. 
the Roman people from this licentioulhefs ; and 
" be pcrfuad«dj that, on my pait, I (hall regard your 
<< condud therein in fuch a light, tliat 1 lhall not 
" confider you as obftrufting my attainment of ho- 
" nour, but as augmenting the glory of my refufal, 

“ and protecting me againft the ignominy which I 
“ fliould incur, by being rc-cleded.” They then 
ifliied their joint orders, that no perfon fhould vote 
" for Lucius Quintius being conful ; and, that, if any 
“ one did, they would not allow fuch vote.” 


XXII. The confuls eleCted were Quintus Fablus Y.R.i9f. 
Vibulanus a third time, and Lucius Cornelius Ma- 
liiginenfis. The general furvey was performed that 
year. The luftrum could not be clofed, confidently 
with the rules of religion, on account of the Capitol 
having been taken and the conful flain. In the be- 
ginning of the year, in which Quintus Fabius and 
I.ucius Cornelius were confuls, various didurbances 
arofe. The tribunes excited commotions among the 
commons. The I.atines and Hernicians gave in- 
formation of a formidable war being commenced by 
the Volfcians and ^quans ; that the legions of the 
Volfcians were at Antium ; and that there were 
drong apprehenfions of tluf colony itfelf revoking. 

With difficulty the tribunes were prevailed on to 
allow the bufinefs of the war to be fird attended to. 

The confuls then divided the provinces betwetn 
them : Fabius was appointed to march the legions 
to Antium, Cornelius ti) remain at Rome, foi the 
protedion of the city, in cafe any party of the < ne- 
my, as was the pradicc of the jliquans, lliould come 
to make depredations. The Ileniician*! and Larine-. 
were ordered to fupply a number of men in con- 
formity to the ftcaties ; and of the army, two puts 
were compoled of the allie'-, the thiid confified of 

natives. 
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* n? ^ natives. The aJlies arriving on the day a|>poinitec}^ 
t — -1 1 the conful encamped ouciide the Capuao gate i and, 
Y.R. *95. after purifying the army, marched from thence to 
“• ^ Antium, and fat down at a ftnall dtftampi fiom the 
tity, and the poft occupied by the enemy i where 
the Volfcians, not dating to ride an engagement, ^ 
hecaufe the troops from the* ^quans had not yet 
arrived, endeavoured to fereen thcmfelves within 
tjcnchcs, fo that they might not be compelled to 
fight. Fabius, next day, forming his troops, not 
in one body, compolcd of his counttymen and the 
allies intermixed, but in three feparatc bodies, con- 
lifting of the three fcvcral nations, furrounded the 
rampart of the enemy ; he himfelf was in the centre, 
with the Roman legions ; he ordered all to look for 
the fignala from thence, in order that the allies and 
he might begin the action at the fame time, and allb 
retire together, if he (hould found a retreat : in the 
rear of each divifion, he alfo placed thtir own ca-» 
valry. Having thus furrounded the camp, he af- 
tfaulted it in three different places, and prefling them 
vigoroufly on every fide, beat down tlic Volfcians 
from the rampart, who were unable to withftand his 
force : then advancing within the fortifications, he 
drove them before him, m confufion and difnuy, 
towards one fide, and at length compelled them to 
abandon the camp. After which, the cavalry, who 
could not eafily have pafftd over the rampart, and 
had hitherto flood as ipeftators of the fight, coming 
,up with them, as they fled in dift'idcr, in the open 
plain, and making great havoc of their difmayed 
Hoops, enjoyed a fiiare in the honour of tlie vidory. 

'1 he number of flain, both wathm tlie camp and on 
die outfidc of the fortification,, was great, but the 
I'poil Was much greater in propoition j for the ene- 
my were fcarcely able to catty off their arms, and 
their army had been entucly deftroyed, if the woods 
had not covered them in then flight. 


4 
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XXni. Duri»o thtle tnmfa^iions at Antiuin, ® o o K 
the ^quans, (ending forward the main ftrength of . — 
their youth, futpriacd the citadel of Tufculum by y.r. » 9 t. 
night} and, with the reft of their army, (at down, B.C.4S7. 
at a little dilbnee from the walls of that town, for 


the purpofe of dividing the force of their enemies. 
Intelligence of this being carried to Rome, and from 
Rome to the camp at Antium, the Romans were not 
Icfs deeply affedted, than if they had been told that 
the Capitol was taken. Their^ obligations to the 
Tufculans were fo recent, and the very llmilarity of 
the danger Teemed to demand a requital, in kind, of 
the aid which they had received. Fabius, negledling 
every other bufinefs, having haflily conveyed the 
(polls from the camp to Antium, and left a fmall 
garrifon there, haftened to Taifeulum by forced 
marches } the foldiers were allowed to carry nothing 
but their arms, and what food they had ready 
drelTed , the conful Cornelius feni fupplies of pro- 
vifion from Rome. The troops found employment 
at Tufculum for leveral months j with one half of 


the army, the conful befieged the camp of the 
j?Kquans, the other he gave to the I’ufculans to 
effefl: the recoveiy of the citadel. They never 
could have made their way into it by force j famine 
compelled the enemy to give it up : when they were 
reduced to that extremity, the Tufculans lent them 
all under the yoke, unarmed anJ naked. As they 
were attempting, by an ignominious flight, to make 
their efcape, the Roman conful overtook them at 
Algidum, and put every man of them to the fword. 
After this fuccefs, he led back his army to a place 
called Columcn, where he pitched his camp. The 
other conful aUo, the city being no longer in danger, 
after the defeat of the enemy, marched out from 
Rome, 'riius the two confuls entering the enemy’s 
territories, on diflerent Tides, vied eagerly with each 
other in making depredations, the one on the Vol- 
feians, the other on the ^.quans. I find, in many 
VOL. I. s , writers. 
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writers, tlut die people of Asitium 
year, that Lucius Corheliiis, comul, (foi^ die 
Y.R. 195. war againft them, and cook their I Omnot 
5 .C.*s 7. venture to affirm this as certain, bccaule iij the 
earlier writers there is no mention of fudh a tranf- 
aAion. 

XXIV. No fooner was this war brought to a 
ronclufion, than a tribunitian war at home alarmed 
tlie fenate. The tribunes exclaimed, that " the de- 
taining the troops abroad was a mere artifice, cal* 
“ culated to fruftrate the proceedings refpefting the 
« law. But that they were determined, neverthe- 
“ lefs, to go through with the bufinefs which they 
“ had undertaken.” However, Publius Lucretiu.s, 
prasfeft of the city, managed matters fo, that the 
proceedings of the tribunes were poftponed until the 
arrival of the confuls. There arole alfo a new caufe 
of commotion : Aulus Cornelius and Quintus Ser- 
vilius, quseftors, commenced a profecution againft 
Marcus Volfcius, for having manifcftly given falfe 
evidence againft Csefo: for a difeovery had been 
ihade, fujiported by many proofs, both that the bro- 
ther of Volfcius, from the time when he was firft 
taken ill, liad not only never appeared in public, but 
that he never rofe from his fick bed, where he died 
of a lingering diforder, which lafted many months j. 
and alfo, that, at the time when the witnefs had 
charged the faiTt to have been committed, CjeIo had 
not been feen at Rome. Tliofe' who had ferved in 
the army with him alfo affirmed that he, at that 
time, regularly attended in his poft along with them, 
without having once obtained leave of abfence. 
Many in private ftations challenged Volfcius, in 
tlieir own names, to abide the dccifion of the judge *, 

' concent 

* As the pi jetors could not attend the trial of every caufe, they aL 
had a iili of pcifons properly qualified, called ‘ jiidices felefli/ 
/ out of vvbofe number^ as occafion required, they delegated judges to 
a^l in iiicir fiead, Thcfc felcft judges were cliofen in an aflcmbly of 
' *^tlic 
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content to llibmit to the penalty. If they flioiild fail ^ 0 o ^ 
in proof. And as be did not dare to ftand the trial, . _ 
all tliefe circumflrances concurring together, made y.r. *95. 
people (entertain’ no more doubt of the condemnation 
of Volfcius, than they had of Casfo’s, after Volfcius 
had given his teftimony. The bufinefs, however, 
was put a ftop to by the tribunes, who declared, that 
tlicy would not fuffer the quaeftors to hold an aflem- 
bly on the bufinefs of the prolecuiion, until one was 
iirft iield on that of the law and tlius both affairs 
were deferred to the arrival of the confuls. When 
thefe entered the city in triumph, with their vi<flo- 
rious army, filence being obferved with refpeft to 
the law, people from thence imagined that- the tri- 
bunes were ftruck with fear; but they, diredling 
their views to the tribunefhip, for- the fourth time, 
it being now the latter end of the year, had changed 
the direftion of tlieir efforts, fron\the promoting of 
the law, to canvaiTing for the ele6Hon. And al- 
though the confuls flruggled againft the continuing 
of that office in the fame hands, with no Icfs earneft-* 
nefs than if the aCl had been propofed for the purpofe 
of lellening their own dignity, yet the tribunes got 
the better in the conteft. The fame year, on their 
petition, peace was granted to the A£quans. The 
iurvey which had been begun in the former year, 
was now finiflied, and the luftrum clofcd, which was 


the tilbes, five out of each tribe j and the pr»tor, according to the 
itnpoitance or the difficulty of the caiife in dirpute, appointed oneoc 
moi'e of them to tiy it. This office wasi at fiiff, confined to the ie» 
nators ; but was, attei wards, tiansferied to the knights § and was, at 
different times, held loinetjmes, by one of thefe bodies, fometimes by 
the other, and fometimes, in common between them both. II he ufuai 
method of proceeding was this; the pi tintiff either named the judge^ 
before whom he /ummoned the defendant to appear, which was termed 

* ferre judicem or he left the nomination to the defendant, * ut ju« 

* dicem diceret,’ and when they had agreed on the judge, ^quum judicem 

* convenifTet,' they piefented a joint petition to the prsetor, praying 
that he would ap|H>int, < ut daret|* that perfon to try the caMfe ; and# 
at the fame time, they bound tbeipfelvea to pay a certain Aim of mo* 
ney, the plaintiff, < in ita efTet,* if lie Ihould not efiabhih his cbaige ; 
the defendant, if he fiiould not acquit hirufelt. 

S » 


the 
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B 09 ^ the tenth from the founding of the city. The num- 
. - - her of citizens rated> was one hundred and thirty- 
Y.R. *95. two thoufand four hundred and nine. The confuls 
B-C. 4 J 7 - acquired great glory this year, both at home and 
in war : for they cftablilhed peace abroad, and, at 
home, though the Hate enjoyed not perfedt concord, 
yet the diirenlions were Icfs violent than at other 
times. 

Y.R. *96. XXV. Lucius Minucius and Caius Nautius, who 
B. c. 4i6. next elcdled confuls, found on their hands tlic 
two caufes in difpuce, which lay over from the kft 
year. The confuls obftruded the paffing of the law, 
and the tribunes the trial of Volfcius, with equal de- 
grees of adlivity. But the new quasftors were pof- 
Icffed of greater power and influence. To/>f'“t!ier 
with Marcus Valerius, fon of Manius Valerius, 
grandfon of Vole^us, Titus Quintius Capitolinus, 
who had been thrice conful, was queeftor. Although 
Caefo could not be thereby reftored to the Quintian 
family, and, in Iiim, the moft valuable of its young 
men, to the ftate, yet with an animofity diftated by 
juftice and duty, he profecuted the falfe witnefs, by 
whofe means an innocent perfon had been deprived 
of the liberty of making his defence. The tribunes, 
and particularly Virginius, endeavouring to procure 
the paffing of their law, the confuls were allowed the 
fpace of two months to examine it, on condition, 
t laf when they ihould have informed the people of 
the dangerous defigns vdneh were concealed under 
the propofitions which it contained, they would then 
allow them to give their votes on it. Tliis refpite of 
proceedings being acceded to, rendered matters 
quiet in the city. But the Aiquans did not allow 
them long to enjoy reft j for, violating the league 
which had been made the preceding year with the 
Romans, they conferred the chief command on 
^ Gracchus Clcclius, a man at th.it time of by far the 
greateft conlequcnce among them; and, headed by 



‘v ,D’f; R0:ME. 


261 


him, carried, ho^ dcpi^dons into the diftrid of® * 
JLavici } from dicnop. into that pf T dfculum ; and then, ^ — y— ■„; « 
Iradcd with booty, pitched thieir camp ats^teidum. y . r . 196. 
Xo that camp came Quintus Fabius, Publius Vo- 
iumnius, and Aulus Poilunuus, ambafladors from 


Rome, to complain of injuries, and demand redrefsi 
in conformity to the treaty. The general of the 
.^quans bade them deliver to that oak whatever 
meflage they had from the Roman fenate, while he 
fliould attend to other bulinels : a very large oak- 
tree hung over the praetorium, and under its fhade 
afforded a pleafant feat : to this, one of the ambaf- 
fadors, as he was going away, replied, “ Let both 
that confecrated oak, 'and all the gods in being, 
bear witnefs, that the treaty has been broken by 
“ you, and fo favour both our complaints at prefent, 
“ and our arms hereafter, as we avenge the violated 
“ rights of gods and men.*’ On the return, of the 


ambaffadors to Rome, the ienate ordered one of the 
confuls to lead an army to Algidum againft Gracchus ; 
and gave to the other, as his province, the ravaging 
tiie territories of the .^quans. The tribunes, ac- 


cording to their ufual cuftom, obftrudtcd the levy. 


and might, perhaps, have effedlually prevented it, 
but that a new and fudden alarm excited ftronger 
apprehenfions of danger. 


XXVI. A VERY large body of Sabines, Ipreiding 
hoftile devaftations, advanced almoft to the walls of 
the city. The fields were defolated, and the city 
ftruck with terror. The commons then cheerfully 
took arms, while the tribunes in vain attempted to 
diffuade them. Two large armies were raifed. 
hlautius led one againff the Sabines, and, pitching 
his camp at Ereturn, by detaching fmall parties, 
efpecially on incurfions by night, he caufed fuch de-, 
folation in the country of the Sabines, that, compared 
to it, the Roman territories feerned untouched by 
an enemy. Minucius neither met the fame fuc- 

s 3 cefe. 
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.'., _f his bufiwfsj fop> Wing eoci^f^ at a 4if^ 
y.Jt.aj)*. tanc€ from the enctny, ^it#K»ic 'having- 
J*.C. 4s« confiderable lofe> he kept his ittfeh, ^pou^ fear, 
confined within the trenches: when the hnemy per- 
ceived this, they aliumed new boldnefs the 
other’s ftars, and made an afiadit on fhe camp by 
night i but finding, that, by open forCc, they were 
not likely to fucceed, they began, next day, to in- 
clofe it by lines of circumvallatbn : before this work 
could be completed*, and the pailes thereby entirely 
Ihut up, five horfemen were dilpatched, who, mak- 
ing their way between the enemy’s pofts, brought 
intelligence to Rome, that the conful and his army 
were befieged. Nothing could have happened fo 
unexpefted, or fo contrary to people’s hopes j and 
the fright and confternation, in confequcnce of it, 
were not lefs than if the enemy were laying fiege to 
die city, inftead qf the camp. They fent for the 
tonful Nautius, and not fuppofing him capable of 
affording them fufficient protedlion, rcfolved that a 
Hiftator lliould be appointed to extricate them from 
this difirefs, and Lucius Quintius Cincinnatus was 
accordingly appointed, with unanimous approbation. 
Here, they may receive inftruftion, who defpife 
every qualification which man can poflVfs, in com- 
parjfon with riches ; and who think, that high iio- 
nouft and diftinguifhed merit muft necelTarily be 
confined to thofe who enjoy an abundant affluence 
of wealth, Lucius Quintius, the foie hope of the 
people, and of the empire of Rome, cultivated a 
farm of four acres, on the other fide of the Tiber, 
now called the Quintian mcadov/s, oppofitc to the 
very fpot where the dock-yard ftar.ds. There, he 
was found by the deputies, either leaning on a iiake, 
in a ditch which he was making, or ploughing ; in 
fomc work of hulbandry he was certainly employed, 
mutual falutations, arid willies “ that it might 
hsppy both to him and the commonwealth,” 

be 



on ^ gowo, and hear a ® ® ® *? 
** meiSi^ !|»e Sdrpriz andafk- . 

iog if att wis, well ?‘V tic, > bade his wife Racilia y.R. a^s. 
i|>nng owit his (juickly> from the cottage ; ®' *“• +s®* 

when he ba^ put it on, after wiping off the fweat 
and duft, he came forward towards them ; then the 
deputies coogtatulated him, and faluted him difla- 
tor j requefted his prefence in the city, and informed 
him of the alarming fituation of the army : a veffel 
had been prepared for Quintius by order of govern- 
ment, and, on his landing at the other fide, he was 
received by his three fons, who came out to meet 
him } then by his other relations and friends, and 
afterwards by the greater part of the patricians. 
Surrounded by this numerous attendance, and the 
liflors marching before him, he was condufted to 
Jiis refidence. The plebeians, too, ran together from 
all quarters ; but they were far from beholding 
Quintius with equal pleafure, for, they thought the 
powers annexed to that office too unlimited, and the 
man himlelf more arbitrary, even than the office. 

During that night, no farther Heps were taken than* 
to poll watches in the city. 

XXVII. Next day, the didator coming into the 
Forum before it was light, named Lucius Tarqui- 
tius maftcr of ti:e horfe j he was of a patrician fa- • 
niily, but though, by realbn of the narrownels of 
his circumftanccs, he had ferved. among the foot, 
yet he v/as accounted by many degrees the firft, in 
military merit, among all the young men of Rome. 
Attended by his mafter of the horfe, he came to the 
affenibly of the people, proclaimed a ceffation of 
civil bufinefs, ordered the fnops to be (hut in all 
parts of the city, and that no one ftiould attend to 
any private affairs j then iffued orders tliat all who 
were of the military age ftiould attend, under arms, 
in the field of Mars, before fun-fet, with viduals 
for five days, ready dreffed, and twelve palif^des 
each } and chat thofe whpfe age rer^ered th^m i^c 
’* s 4 » for 
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r—^ -* , ._■ lived near them* whale they weft |>re|>ar|n^ their 
Y.R. »9£. arms, and procuring pallfades; Tmhjiedia^ly, the 
B. c.4s 6. young men ran difiEcrettt ways to loolc’l^t.paiiiades j 
wherever each could find them fiicmefl:, he took 
them } none of them were hindered, and they all at- 
tended punftually according to the diZtatOr's order. 
The troops being then formed in fuch order as was 
not only proper for a march, but for an engagement 
alfo, if occafion fhould require it, the dictator fet out 
at the head of the legions^ and the matter of the horle 
at the head of his cavalry. In both bodies fuch ex- 
hortations were ufed, as the junfture required } that 
•' they fhould quicken their pace j that there was a 
** neceflity for expedition, in order to reach the 
enemy in the night j that the Roman conful and 
“ his army were befieged ; that this was the third 
day of their being inveftedj that no one could tell 
what any one ragiit or day might produce j that 
« the ilTuc of the greateft affairs often depended on a 
moment of time.” The men too, to gratify their 
leaders, called to each otlicr, “ ttandard bearer, ad- 
vance, quicker •, foldiers, follow.” At midnight, 
they arrived at Algidum, and, when they found 
themfeives near the enemy, halted. 

XXVIII. The didlator then, having rode abour^ 
and examined, as, well as he could in the nightj 
the ficuation and form of the enemy’s camp, 
COtnnianded the tribunes of the foldiers to give 
orders, that the baggage fhould be thrown toge- 
ther in ope plate and then that the foldiers, with 
their arms and palifades, fhould return into the 
ranks; thefe orders were executed; and then, in 
the fame order in which they had marched, he 
drew the whole army in 9 long column round the 
camp of the enemy, aqd ordered that on the fignal 
^ing given, they fhou)d all raife a fhout, and that 
fhout being raifed, every man fhould throw 
trench in front of his poft, and fix his palifades. 
■'"'.'/ww ' ' ' ' • As 
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As Toon ks l&eife W^« ’communicated and th« ® o o k 

fignal g^ven, t|ic ^ikfiers |leti&nned what they were . -,4 :j 
C ommanded : the fliout it^nd^ on every fide of y.r. *96. 
the enemy» and reaching beyond their camp, was 
heard in that of the conf^, exciting terror in the 
one, and the greateft joy in the other. The Ro- 
mans oblerving to each other with exultation, that 
this was the moiit of their countrymen, and that 


afllfiance was at hand, took courage, and from their 
watch-guards and outpofts threatened the enemy. 
The conful declared, that they ought not to lofe 


** time, for that fliout was a fignal, not only, that 
“ their friends were arrived, but that they had entered 
upon aCiion ; and they might take it for granted, 
** that the camp of the enemy was by this time at- 
** tacked on the Outfide.” He therefore ordered Ifis 


men to take arras, and follow him j thefe felling 
on the enemy before it was light, gave notice by 
a (hout to the didiator’s legions,*that on their fide 
alfo the adlion was begun. The iEqiians were now 
preparing meafures to hinder themfelves from being 
furrounded with works i when being attacked by the 
enemy within, they we.re obliged, left a paflage 
might be forced through the midft of their camp, 
to turn their attention from thofe employed b the 
works, to the others on the infide, who afiailed them 
with arms, and thus left the former at leifure, through 
the remainder of the night, to finifli the works, and 
the fight with the conful continued until day appear- 
ed. At the break of day, they were entirely en- 
compafled by the di(flacor’s works, and while they 
were hardly able to fupport the fight againft one ar- 
my, their trenches were aflaulted by Quintius’s 
troops, who inftantly, on completing their work, had 
returned to their arras. Thus they round themfelves 
obliged to encounter a new enemy, and the former 
never fiackened the vigour of their aittack. . Being 
fo clofely prefled bv danger on every fide, infiead of 
fighting, they had rccourfe to entreaties, befeechbg 

.the 
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> It the dilator on, onts and tPtihff pt&cr* 

^ to be eontcnt wi'^,.the yi£btY,,TOthQ^t entire 
'^ 6 . deftrudwn, and iO ;j?eiintt. ,tliicift^, 

45?' arms. By the cqnfui they were referred, 

tor, and he, hi^ly incenfed agaihBi. thein> added 
iMominy to their defeat. He ordered their general 
■ Gracchus GJceliu^ and the .other leaders, to be 
brought to him in chains, and the town of Corbio to 
be evacuated i then told them, .that “ he wanted not 
“ the blood of the iEquans j that they were at liberty 
** to depart; but he would fend them under the yoke, 
?* asan acknowledgment, at'lengthextorted,thatthcir 
nation was conquered and lubdued.” The yoke is 
formed of three fpcars, two being fixed upright in 
the ground, and the other tied acrofs between the 
upper ends of them. Under foch a yoke as this the 
dictator fept the .ffiquans. 

XXIX. Havijjg polfeflcdhimfclfof the enemy’s 
camp, which was filled with plenty of all kinds, for 
Jie had fent them away naked, he dillributed the en- 
tire fpoil among his own troops ; reprimanding the 
coofolar army and the conful himi'clf, he faid to them. 
Soldiers, ye lhall lhare no part of the fpoii of that 
*' enemy, to whom ye were near becoming a prey 
** yourlclves. And as to you, Lucius Minucius, 
“ until you begin to fhew a fpirit becoming a conful, 
** you (hall command thofe legions, wdth the rank of 
** lieutenant general only.” Accordingly Minu- 
cius refigned the confuKhip, and, in obedience to or- 
ders, remained with the army. But fo well were 
people then difpofed to obey, without repining, the 
commands of fuperiors, that tliis army, regarding 
more t!ic benefit which he had conferred, than the 
difgrace which he had inflidted on them, not only 
yottfi a golden drown of a pound weight to the dic- 
ier, but at his departure muted him as their patron. 

Rome, the fenate, being convened by (^intus 
^jllbius, prasfcft qf tjbe city, ordered that Quintius 
■ on 
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out changing his uf ‘ The generals of ^ ^ 

die einewiy werc ,W before his chariot, the militarjr .y.R^ 
enfigns carried , before him, and his army followed, 
laden with fpoil; It is htid chat tables were laid out 
with provifions before every houfc, and that the 
troops, partaking of the entertainment, finging the 
triumphal hymn, and throwing oyt their cuftomarjr 
jefts, followed the chariot like revellers at a feaft. 

The fame day, the freedom of the date was, with 
univerfal approbation, conferred* on Lucius Mami- 
Jius of Tuiculum. The didator would have irome<- 
diately refigned his office, but was induced to hold 
it feme time longer on account of the affeinbly for 
the trial of Volfcius, the falfe witnels. Their dread 
of the didator prevented the tribunes from obArud'* 
ing it, and Volfcius being condemned, departed into 
exile at Lanuvium. Quintius on the fixtecnth day 
refigned the diitatorfhip, which he had received for 
the term of fixth months. About the fa^ne time, 
the conful Nautius fought, with great fuccefs, againfr, 
the Sabines at Eretum. This additional blow the 
Sabines fuffered befides the devaftation of their coun* 
try. Fabius Quintus was fent to Algidum in the 
room of Minucius. Toward the end of the year, 
tlie tribunes began to agitate the affair of the law; 
but as two armies were then abroad, the patricians 
carried the point, that no bufinefs Ihould be pro- 
pofed to the people. The commons prevailed lb 
ftr as to appoint the fame tribunes the fifth time. 

It was reported that wolves had been feen in the Ca- 
pitol, and were driven away by dogs j and, on ac- 
count of that prodigy, the Capitol was purified : fuch 
were the tranfaftions of that year. 

XXX. Quintus Minucius and*Caius Horatius y.R. 
f*ulvillus fucceeded to the conilillhip. In the be- B.C. 4js. 
ginning of this year, while the public quiet was un- 
djAurbed by any foreign enemy, the fame tubuaes 

and 
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* ?ii^ *" occafioncd fetiitibns ?u home •, and 

. * p thcfe would have proceeded to Ml g^watec ^kngths, 

Y.R. « 97 . fo highly were per^k's pafllons inflamed^ butthat, as 
if it jjad been concerted for the purpofe, news was 
brought, thaif by an attock of the JBquans, in the 
night, the garrifon at Corbio was cut off. The con- 
ibis called the ienate together, and were ordered to 
make a hafty levy of troops, and lead them to Al- 
gidum. The conteft about the law was now laid 
afide, and a new 'ftruggk beg^n about the levy ) in 
which the confular'authority was in danger of being 
overpowered, by the force of the tribunitian privi- 
leges, when their tears were more effectually rouied 
by another alarm, of the Sabine army having come 
down into the Roman territories to plunder, and 
thence advanced to the city. This ftruck fuckter- 
•ror, that the tribunes fuffered the troops to be en- 
liftcd, yet not without a ftipulation, that fince they 
had been baffled for five years, and their office, as 
it ftood, was but a fmall protection to the commons, 

, there ihoifld for the future be ten tribunes of the peo- 
pk appointed: ncceffity extorted this conceflion from 
the fenate. They only made one exceptions that the 
people fhould not, hereafter, re-elcCt the fame tri- 
bunes. An aflembiy was inftantly held for the 
election of the tribunes, left, if the war was once 
ended, they might be difappointed in that, as in 
other matters. In the thirty-fixth year, from tlie firft 
creation of the tribunes of the people, the number 
■ten were elcCted,two out of each of the claffesjand 
it was eftablifhed as a rule, that they ihould from 
thenceforth be eleCted in the fame manner. The 
levy being then made, Minucius marched againft the 
Sabines, but did not come up with them. Horatius, 
after the .£quans had put the garrifon of Corbio 
to the fword, and had alfo taken Ortona, brought 
them to 9n engagement in the diftriCl: of Algidum, 
killed a great number, and drove them not only out 
of ths^ diffriCt, but from Corbio and Ortona. Corbio 
.-I ■: • he' 
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he razed to th^e gnnmd, in revenge for the treachery 
pradHfed there i^alnO: the gartifon. 

XX.XL Marcus Valerius and Spurius Virginius 
vwre next clefted confute. Quiet prevailed both at 
home and abroad. The price provifions was high, 
in con(e(|tjence of an extraordinary fall of rain. A 
law paflfed for -difpofing of the Avcntine as public 
property. The lame tribunes of the people were 
continued in office. Thefc, during the following 
year, which had for confute Titus Komilius and 
Caius Veturius, warmly recomnvended the law in all 
their harangues. They were alhamed,” they faid, 

" of the ufelefs addition made to their number, if 
that afiair were to lie, during the courfe of their 
« two years, in the fame hopelefs ftate, in which it 
had kin during the whole courle of the laft five." 

While they were moft earneftly engaged in this pur- 
fuit, meflengers arrived, in a fright, from Tufculum, 
with information that the ^quans were in the Tuf- 
culan territory. The recent fervices of tliat people 
made the tribunes alhamed of throwing.any delay in 
the way of afliftance being given them. Both the 
confute were fent with an army, and found , the ene- 
my in their ufual poft, in the diftrift of Algidum. 

There they fought j above feven tlioufand of the 
enemy were (lain, the reft difperfed, and vaft booty 
was acquired. This the confute fold on account of 
the emptinels of the treafury j which proceeding ex- 
cited a general dilfatisfaftion among the foldiery, and 
alfo afforded grounds to the tribunes for bringing an 
acciifation againft the confute, before the comnions. 
Accordingly, as foon as they went out of office, 

Spurius Tarpeius and Aulus Altcrius having fuc- Y.R.300. 
ceeded them, a charge was inftituted againff Romi- B.C.45Z* 
lius by Caius Claudius Cicero, tribune of the people, 
and againft Veturius, by Lucius Allicnus plebeian 
aedile. To' the great mortification of the patricians 
they were both condcmned> Komilius to pay ten 

thoufand 
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thoufiiiid afes*i Vetariu* ^oofiod fr The 
^,. 1 ^ fulFcrings of the forOier coofiiU did not hi^iii the 
Y.R. soo. adivity of their fuceei^rs : they feid^ they were able 
j-o fuppoft a fentence of cbodcmnatidti, but both 
cotnmoha and tribuhes together were hot able to 
carry their law. The tribunes now defiflitig from 
farther profecUtion of the law, wjdt regutl to which, 
in the length of time lince its publication, people’s 
ardour had cooled, applied to the fenatc in amicable 
terms, requefting that they would at length ** put an 
end to the contentions ; and, fince it was difagree- 
“ able to them, that laws (hould be propofed by 
plebeians, would permit lawgivers to be chofen 
in common, out of the plebeians, and out of 
** the patricians, who ftiould propofe fuch laws 
« as would be advantageous to both parties, 
** and;tend to eftablifli liberty on an equal foot- 
ing?’ .This propqlal the fenate did not difap- 
prove of, b.ut declared, that no one, except a patri- 
cian, fliould have the propounding of laws. As they 
‘screed with regard to the laws themfelves, and only 
differed about the perfon to propofe them, ambafla- 
■dors were lent to Athens, Spurius Ppfeumius Albus, 
Aulus Manlius and Servius Sulpicius Camerinus, who 
were ordered to procure a copy of the famous laws 
of Solon, and to make themfelves acquainted with • 
the inilitutions, cuftoms, and laws of the other ftates 
of Greece. 

XXXII. T HIS year pafled undifturbed by any fo- 
XC***ti wars. And the year following, in which Pub- 
, * ’ litis Curiatius and Sextus Quintilius were confuls, was 

jQill more quiet : the tribunes obferving uninter- 
rupted filencc, which was owing, at firft, to their 
' waidtig for the arrival of the ambafladors who had 
Ifone to Athens, for copies of the laws of that ftatc j 
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and, aftcTwar<fe» to tutfo heavy calamities which fell ® ^ ® 

on them at onCc, famine and peffilence, making . 
dreadful fcavock 4 mohg both men and cattle. The y.r. 3««. 
country was deilofated, the city exhaufted, by a con- ®* 
tinval (ucceiTion of deaths. Many iiluftrious houles 
were in mouroinff: Scrvilius Cornelius Flamen*Qui- 
rinaiis died, and Caius Hotatius Pulvillus augur, 
in whofe room tire augurs ckftcd Caius Vcturius, 


with the greater fatisfaftion, becaufe he had been 
condemned by the commons. The conful Quind- 
lius died, and four tribunes of the people. Such a 
multiplicity of loflfcs made it a melancholy year, but 
there was no difturbance from any enemy. The y.r. 30s- 
next confuls were Caius Mcnenius and Publius Scf- 


I ius Capitolinus. Neither during this year was there 
any foreign war : at home, however, fome commo- 
tions arole. The ambafladors had now returned 


with the Athenian laws, and the tribunes therefore 
prcfTcd, more earneftly, that the bulinefs of com- 
piling the laws might at laft be begun. It was re- 
Iblved, that ten magiftrates, to be called decemvirs, * 
Ihould be created, from whom no appeal fhoiild lie, 
and that there fhoukl be no other magiftrates during 
that year. It was difputed for fome time, whether 
plebeians fhould be admitted among them. At kft, 
that point was given up to the patricians, provided 
that the Icilian law concerning the Aventinc, and 
others, called the devoting laws, fhould not be re- 
pealed. 


XXXIII. In the three hundred and firft year, from 
the building of Rome, the form of the government 
underwent a Iccond change } the fupreme power 
being transferred from confuls to decemvirs, as it had 
formerly been from kings to confuls. This new form 
was lefs remarkable, becaule it was not of long dera- 
tion j for the happy b^innings of that government ter- 
minated in extravagant licentiodhefr, which haftened 
its diflbludoo i and nccourie was had to the former 

9 ^radlice 



et>jt the history , 

BOO K prafticc of intrufting the .coofular, power ^4 title t<> 

. . two pcrfons. The decemvirs created, vverc^yiVjppius 

V,R. joj. Claudius, Titus Gcnucius, Publius Seftiy3j,X^ucius. 
^Ck 4 *j. Vcturius, Caiusjuliu^ Aldus Manlius, Seryius Sul- 
picius, Publius Curiactus, Titus Ro(niHti$> $pu- 
rius Poftumios. Claudius and, Geniipius,, bei,ng con- 
fuls cleft for that year, this honour was cojrferrcd on 
them as a compenfation for the other; and on Seltius, 
one of the confuls of the former year, bccaufe he 
had propoled this buflnefs to the icnate, a^inft the 
will of his colleague. Next to thcfc, were confi- 
dercd the three who had gone ambaiTadorsto-Atlrens, 
that the honour might ferve as a recompence for fuch 
a diftant embalTy^ and, at the fame dme, it was fup- 
pofed, that they, having acquired a knowledge of the 
laws of foreign countries, would be ufeful in digeft- 
uig the new propofod rcguiations. The others filled 
up the number. It is faid, that in choofing thefe lad, 
they pitched upon pcrfons for advanced in years, 
widfi intent, that there Ihould be the lefs warmth in 
'Any oppofitbn which they might give to the deter- 
tninations of the others. The direftion of the whole 
bufmefs pf government was lodged in the hands of 
Appius Claudius, through the favour of the com- 
lUons ; for he had aflumed a demeanor fo entirely 
new, that from a harlh and fevere profecutor of the 
eonunotis, he became, on a fudden, a zealous pro> 
inoter bf their interefts^ and an eager candidate for 
populafr applaufe. Each of them adminiftered juftice 
to the people one day in ten ; on that day, the 
twelve forces attended the one wlio prefided in the 
court of jufiice ; his nine colleagues were attended 
each by one beadle; and, while perfeft hamlony fob* 
fified among themfelves, although fuch union between 
governors is fometimes found prejudicial to the go- 
verned, they obfenred the ftrifteft equity towards 
t^ers. It will be lufiicient to produce a fingle fpe- 
„,p|rocn of their condw^, as a proof of their mode-: 
thou^, bylhetermi of tlieir appointment, 

there 
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tlxSit lie Aft W|jei8l from thefr decilions; yet 
upon ftfttiiafrjn oTa body t>eii^ jfbimd. buried in .. f 
the hottfrf ftf Pe^Mus 3 dliw> a man Of patrician fe- y.r. 30J. 
milyi and |>i<0du^xd iu a public aflem)bfy> in a cafe ®* 
aa clear as it leas atrocious, Cains Julius, a decem- 
vir, commeficed a criminal procefr againfr SefHus, 
and appeared befmo die people as profecutor, in a 
caufe wherein he might legally have 'lat as judge ; 
departing from his own right, that, while he took 
away from the power of the magiftracy, he might 
add, in proportion, to the liberty of the people* 

_ XXXIV. WntLSif the higheft and the loweft 
^ike met from diem this prompt execution of jut 
rice, impar^, as if diftated by an oracle, they .at 
the feme time employed themfclvcs afilduoufly in 
framing the laws j and a't length, after people’s ex- 
pedlaricMis had been raifed to the higheft pitch, they 
exhibited for public infpeftion ten tables j and then, 
lummoning an affcmbly of the people, after praying 
that “ it might prove fortunate and advantageous, 

“ and happy to the commonwealth, to themfelves, 

** and to their pofterity j” ordered them, to go 
** and read the laws, which were exhibited ; dc- 
** clared, that they had placed die rights of the 
higheft and die loweft on the moft equal footing,' 
in as exaft a manner as could be devifed by die 
** abiliries of ten men ; but that the underfUndings 
** and judgments of a large number, might, per- 
haps,^ ftrike out improvements : dcfired them to 
“ examine rigoroudy each particular in their oiyn 
** minds, canvafs it in converfation, and bring to ft 
** pubfic difcudlon whatever deficiency or excefe 
**' Ihould appear ip each article. They were rft* 

« foived,” they laid, “ that the, Roman people 
" fhoUld be bound only by fudi laws as. the wheie 
community, with generd confent, miglutswo^, 

** not fb much tol^ve rarifred, when « 

** *0 have piftftofisi from chcmfel'^'!' ■ ’^heftr a**- 
vot. I. X • ^ 



ff4 

^ cording* to tji'e repom*<i^,i^ "| k < 8^^ 

Ih'^’^+^-'ccntwrifs, ’mere 

which even «t thisi prefent 
plication of iaws^ wMch h»;^^Ci)ifnfi%i^<^ ati 
imnienie ' heap, ; <%|^oe to be j(#iil’ecs <>f -ail oor 

jurifprudencef'refpeaing cither public w private aff 
fairs. A rumour was afterward fpread, that there 
were two tables wanting, and that by the addition 
of thefe, a body, as it were, of the whole Roman 
law might be completed. The expedation of this, 
When‘S day of eleftion approached; railed a wifh, 
that decemvirs fhould be chofen a fecond time; 
and the commons, befides that they hated the name pf 
confuls, as much as they did that of kings, felt, at 
the prelcnr, no lols even of the lupporc of the tri- 
bunes, becaufe the decemvirs in turn allowed an 
appeal to their colleagues. 


XXXV. But when the aflembly for eledling 
decemvirs was proclaimed to be held on the third 
market-day, people’s minds were fo fired with am- 
bition of obtaining the office, that even perfons of 
the firft dignity in the ttate, dreading, I fuppofe, left if 
the olBceihould be left unoccupied by them, an open- 
ing might be giyen for improper perfons to intrude 
,intoapoft of fuch high authori^, folicited votes, 
Jiumbly fuing for a dignity, the cftablilhment of 
(Which they had with their utmoft efforts oppofed, 
;and from thole fame plebeians, againft whofe wiflies 
they had hitherto fo ftrenuoufly contended. , Per- 
advanced age, who had palled through fuch 
.^Qtfied ftatipns, lowering their pride to hazard a 
fpon^ft pf thia. forty made Appius Claudius redouble 
th^ieXfi^ions. It weredffficult to determine whether 
ji|iouj|fl ^ reclined among the decemvirs, or 
andiclatea;. .he appeared fomesimes more 
'One whb. was in- 
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the c^d 8 fe!KS( 4 P‘;Wi^ ^*tfe» e^ttolled’ the moft: . -“V j» 
^fi|^&#nv 4 n^ by ;thc y.r, 3014 

IciUlaiuiiJ^iailutiiiirhtli hM he buttled® ’9* ♦♦S" 

about the Forum^ and through their means recom- 
mended hiit^ttlir to the eommond'j undl e^eh his col- 
leagueiSy whG>> to duut tijmct had been endrely attached 
fo himy lookedon him with amazement, wondering 
what his intentions could be. They were convinced,, 
that there wm no ttneerity in. his. profeilions ; that 
iiich afiability, in one of fuch a haughty ntkid, could 
not bewidiout fame intcrefted views $ that his low- 
ering himfelf to the common leVel, in this extraordi- 
nary manner, and mixing on an equal footing- with 
the private citizens, did not look like hatte to quit 
the office, but rather like feekirtg for means to be 
continued in it : not daring, however, openly to op- 
pofe his wiffies, they endeavoured to baffle his 
forts, by a feeming defire to gratify him j and agreed 
among themfolves to appoint him^ as the youngeft 
of their body, to the office of prefiding at the elec- 
tion.. This was an artifice, to prevent his returning 
hiinfelfi which no one had ever done, except in the 
cafe of tribunes of the people } and, even there, ic 
was deemed a raoft pernicious precedent. How- 
ever, he declared, that, with the good favour of for- 
tune, he would preiide at the cle^ion; and he laid 
hold of the intended obttruftion to his defign, as the 
lucky means of ettefting its accompliihmcnt i and 
having, by means of a coalition which he formed, 
foikd the prctenfions.of the two Qpintii, Capitolinus 
and Cincinnatus j of his own uncle Cains Claudius, 
a moft ftcady fupporttr of the cauie of the nobility ; 
and of other citizens of the fame high rank, he taifed 
«) the decemvirate perfons of very inferior condi- 
tion in Ufo i and, among the firft, himfelf: an aft 
highly idifepprovj^ of by all men of good minds, 
and which no oM'.hid believed that he would: dare 
to be guilty of. Together with him were, elefted- 

T o ‘VTarciU 
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ft o o ^ Marcin Comeliut Mali^inenfia» Marcia Ser^m, 
Lucius MinuctuS) Quintus Fal^ Vttndttna* 
y.R. 30}. tus Pctiliia, Titus Antonius Merenda, Cscifo Dumus* 
>*c. H 9 - Sptuius Opjnus Conucen, and Manila RiAwdetua. 

XXXVI. Now die mafk, aiuch Api^ had af*> 
&med, fell oiF» and he began to Uve accoadtng ni hb 
natural difpofidon « and to ferm Ids new colkagues 
early to bb own plan of proceedings before they 
Ihould enter on the adininiftratiDn of dieir office. 
They held daily cabals, remote from witnelfek 3 
wherein, being ferniihed with plans of tyranny, di> 
gefted among themfelves, without the knowledge of 
any, they no longer dilTembied dicir arrogance ; be> 
Came difficult of accefs, morofe to fuch as addreffed 
T.R. 304. them, and continued this behaviour until the kies of 
B. c. 448. May. The ides of May were then the iffiud dme 
for entering on office. At the very beginning then 
of their magiferacy, they diftinguilhed the firft day 
of their adminiferation by an exhibition which excited 
the greatefe alarm : for whereas the former decem- 
virs had obferved a rule, that only one ihotdd have 
the fafees, and that this emblem of royalty flioidd go 
in rotadon through them all, to each in lus turn, they 
unexpeAedly made their appearance, attended each 
by twelve fefees. One hundred and twenty liftors 
felled the Forum, and carried axes bound up with 
die fefees. The decemvirs aliegii^ that, as, by the 
terms of their appointment, there lay no appeal from 
them, there could be no reafon why the axe feioidd be 
taken away. They difplayed an appearance of ten 
kings, and thus muldplied terrors, not only among 
the loweft clafs, but among the principal patricians » 
every one being perfuaded, that they wanted only a 
pretext to begin the work of deadi, fo dutt Ihould 
any one, cither in the fenate, or in a meedng of die 
peofde, utter an expreffion favourable to liberty, the 
Muds and mates wouhi inftandy be got ready, to ftrike 
tbnoriitto the reft For, befides that there was no 

hope 
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hop* of proM^n fiow ^ Feoi:^t on appeal to ® o p W 
«hero having been prohibited, they had, by agree- . p. 
naeot, alfo ttfohihited theoifiiives from iiiiierferiag y r 304., 
ivith each other's decrees 3 whereas the former de- 
cemvirs had allowed their decrees to be amended by 
an appeal to a colleague, and had referred to the 
deciuon of the people, feveral matters which might 
ieem to belong to their own jurifdiAion. For fome 
time the danger ftemed to threaten equally all ranks 
of men, but Mgan, by degrees, to be direded entire- 
ly againfl; the commons. They avoided giving of- 
fence to the patricians, while they treated people of 
the lower ranks with arbitrary cruelty. Intereft 
having ufurped in their breafts the place of juftice, 
they oa. every occalion regarded the perfon, not the 
caufe. Their decilions they adjufted privately at 
home, and afterwards pronounced them in the Fo- 
rum* If a pel ion appealed from any of them, to 
one of his colleagues, the treatment he met from 
^e one to whom he appealed, was always fuch as 
made him repent his not having abided by the fen-, 
tence of the former. An opinion had alfo gone 
abroad, though without known authority, that they 
had confpired in this fehetne of iniquity, not merely 
for the prefent year, but that a clandeftine league 
had been ilruck among them, and ratified by an 
oath, that they would not call an ailcmbly for elec- 
^ons, but perpetuating the decemvirate, keep a 
lafting bold of the power wliich they had now in 
cheir hands. 

XXXVII, The plebeians now began to watch 
the countenances of the patricians ; and though they 
had been accultomed to dread being enlUv«.d by 
them, and, influenced by that dread, had brought 
the commonwealth into its prefent fituation, y.t 
they now aiufiouHy looked to them for fomc r«y of 
hope, which might guide them to lijberty. The 
principal patricians, while they haced the dk:cem«'irs, 

T i bor« 
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.,|t!i<>Vp'.K bore 'rib Jjeft' ..iilferf,- 

^ though they did‘'riot-ap|5»'<iv^’thfa"'|HfbS^^ 

ir.R. 3<^.i former, thcmght the hi^<;rfhiF(;i^d ho"|ll^il^if|j|ihtht;;!^ 
B;C.44>' had deieryed : knd: thfey had rib 

men, who, through their incem^eraid 'i^isi^tffs in 
purfuit of liberty, had fallen into flav*i;ty?. * Qn the 
contrary, they heaped injuries ori themi 'in hopes, 
that, being thorougldy di%ufted ^tfUh' the prefent, 
they might come to lohg for the/ reftoratiori of ‘the 
former ftate of affairs, and the |;ovetnmerit -of two 
confuls. The greater pkrt of the year waS now paflr, 
and the two tables of kws had been added to the ten 
of the former year •, nor was there any other dreum- 
ftance, if thefe laws were once ratified in afleibbly of 
the centuries, which could make the prclcnt form 
of government necclTary to the commonwealth. 
People were in continual expeftation of an aflembly 
being called for the eledion of confuls, and the 
thoughts of the commons were folely employed in 
deviling a reftoration of that bulwark of lil^rtyt the 
^tribunitian office, which had been laid afidc fo long. 
"While, in the mean time, not the leaft mention was 
made of an eledion, and the decemvirs, who, at 
firft, had exhibited thenifclves to the commons, for 
the purpbfe of gaining their favour, furrounded by 
men who had been tribunes, nOw colleded about 
them crowds of young patricians. Troops of thefe 
encompaffed every tribunal } they fei^d, and drove 
d>out at wilU the commons aod their effedsj the 
moft powerful being fore of foccels, in pollhffihg 
himfdf of any man’s proptyty, in which he “few any 
thing dcfirable. At length, people found, that even 
their perfons were not focurc from injury : fome were 
beaten with rods } others felt the ftroke of the axe ; 


and, that this cruelty might have Ibmc view to pro- 
fit, a grant of his effeds followed the e^fecution of 


the owner. The young nobility, corrupted by 
brit^s, not onty declined making oppofition 
injulH^e, but openly demonllrated that they 

preferred 
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ncfis^ jcl^ liberty. ^ 


:5d£XHrjIJ.,; fi£E'i4es of May came. TEe of. y.k. 
Sees of the Ka^ not having been filled up by elec- ♦47* 
tion, men, inverted with no public charafter, made 
thek ajjpearanct as .decemvirs, retaining ftill the 
feme fpirit tp enforce their authority, and the feme 
emblems of dignity, to fujjport the fplendor of their 
office. This appealed arbitrary government beydnd 
difpute, and men deplored the Ms of liberty as itre.? 
coverable. No one champion , rtood forth in its 
cauie, nor was there a profpeft of any fuch appear- 
ing: and they not only funk into defpondencei-.but 
began to be defpifed by the '■•neighbouring nations, 
who thought it. would refkdt fhame on themfelves, 
if, a rtate which had forfeited its own liberty, lliould 
be allowed to retain its dominion over otliers. The 
Sabines with a numerous army made an irruption 
into the Roman territories and, having fpread dc- 
vartation through a great part of the country, and 
colledlcd, without lofs, a great booty of men ancf 
cattle, they recalled their, troops from the various 
parts in which they were difperfed, and pitched their 
camp at Eretum, grounding dieir hopes on the dif- 
fenfions.ac Rome, which they trufted wOuld prevent 
the raifing of troops. Belides the couriers that ar- 
rived, the country people, flying into the city, cauied 
a general alarm. The decemvirs held a confulfa- 
tion on the mcafurcs ncceflary.to be taken; and, 
while„ they were left dellitute of fupport on every 
fide, being, equally detefted by the patricians and die 
commons, another circumrtancc occurred which ag- 
gravated their fears, by prefenting an additional 
danger to their view, the j^Equans on theoppofite 
fide ii^ad encamped in the dirtri<rt of Algidum, and 
ambalfadors, who came from Tufculum tso requeft 
affirtance, brought accounts, that their land| were ra- 
vaged by dewhments frqm thence. The dcioimvirs 
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furrounded Igr two enemies &t ooc^ 
iinioed to have rccoiicfe to the advico of ti^i(r|^te 
accordtQjgly ordered the feitt^ns to be^iMinon- 
ed to a nJeedng, though diejr wdj 'ktvim. What a 
ftorm ofjptibjic re&nemeiit threatened to bte^k u|)'> 
on thetniehesi that all men would Mfl their 
heads, the blame of die devaftations^ the co(incr 3 r) 
and of all die dangers by which they were eocom- 
pafifed ; and that, on the& grounds, actein|its would 
be made to derive them of their office, if they did 
not fimdy unire in tho fupport <?f their caofe j and, 
by enfbrdng 'their audiority with leverity, on a few 
of dienioft intra<3;able tempers, repreisahie ferward-* 
nefsof others. When the voice of the crier was 
heard in the Forum, fummoning the fenators to at~ 
tend the decemvirs |n the fenate>houie, it excited 
the wonder of the p^ple, no lc6 than if it ^ere a 
matter entirely new i ** what could have happened 
now,” the people laid, *< that thofe who had, for 
a longtime pan, laid alide the cufeom of confult- 
ing the fenatc, fhould now revive a pradlice lb 
** long difufed ? They might thank die war, and 
** their enemies, for any thing being done that was 
** cuftoraary in a free ftatc.” They looked about 
the Forum tor fenators, and could hardly any where 
difcover one ; they then turned their eyes to die 
fenate houfe, and the folitude which appeared round 
thc^cemvira, who, on their part, attributed the 
ao&ttendance of the fenators to the general detefea- 
of their government; while the commons found 
a rcalbn ibr it, in the want of authority in private 
perlbns to convene the fenate, and obferved, that 
inow a head was formed for thufe who wiihed for the 
rireovcry df liberty, if the commons would let tiieir 
iendeavours accompany thofe of the fenate ; and if, 
when refufed to alfemble 

cotettnujos ihotdd in Kke manner refufe 
KPefb genend topics of t^courfe 

among 


U 
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ateong 1%'^ was 

kardi)^ itit^ fbtwin^ virj Stw in tiic city. . ^ cjf 

pii^ft«4 tiines,: thity retired to their VJt. ta$i 

<xfmiry taa%i deprived of their fcare in ®‘^***>^ 

tihe admtnhlmtion of the pitiidk; butineis^ attei^ed 
£>lely to their private atiasrs-; thinkti!^, dm, by re- 
fliovkig so tidtfbmce from the meeting and Converfe 
of their tyrannic mafters, they had So hr oat of 
the reach of iii treatment. . ^ their not meeting 
according to Ibmmbns, apparitors were diipatched 
to atl their hoofes, to ievy the penalties,' and at the 
fame time to difcover whether their non-atncndance 
was owing to deltgn ; and thefe brought back an ac> 
ooimt that the members of the fenate weiie in the 
coutftry. This gave lefs pain to the decemvirs, than 
if they had .heard that they were in town, and refilled 
to obey their commands. They then gave orders, 
that' every one of them Ihould be fummoned, and 
proclaimed a meeting of the fcnatC, on the day fol- 
lowing, when the members aflembled, in much 
greater numbers than they themfclves had hoped. « 

The railed a fufpicion in the minds of the com- 
mons, that the fenators had deferted the caule of li- 
berty, lince they bad paid obedience, as to a legd<< 
fummons, to the order of men whofe o£5ce had ex- 
pired, and who, except lb far as force prevaikd, 
were nothing more than private citizens. 

XXXIX. But, by all accounts, they Ibewed 
more obedience in coming to the houfe, than lervi- 
tity in delivering their opinions. It is related, that 
after Appius Claudius ^ propofed the bulinels to 
be conlidered, before the opinions were demanded 
in order, Lucius Valerius Potitus occationedn great 
ferment, by inlifting on being allowed to on 
the Hate of the commmijwealth ; and, when the de- 
cemvirs endeavouavd to prevent him, dedaring, 
he would go out and «|^ to the conunems: and 
that Marcus Horatins Barb^ a»eiT4lMifes»wtidi 

nf 
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no left boldncfi* calling them “ ten T^rqulnit^ »ivl 
„ ,. " putting them in mind, that the Vderii and Horatii 
Y4i. aoj. were among the foreraofl; in effefling the evt^ulfion 
B.c*> 447* « of the kings. Nor was it the title merely* which 
** had then given people fo much offence j for it 
was one which was properly applied to Jupiter, 
one which had been applied to Romulus, the 
“ founder of the city, and to the princes his fuc- 
** ceffors } and which was ftill retained in the rcli- 
** gious inffitutions, and even confidered as material 
“ to the performance of the fecred rites. It was the 
“ baughtinefs, die violence of the king, which then 
** filled them with alshorrencc 5 and if thefe were not 
to be borne, in a perfon who was, at the time, a 
king, and the fon of a king, who would bear them 
** in fo many private citizens ? let them take care, 
** left by forbidding men to fpeak with freedom, in 
the fenate-houfe,'they might oblige them to utter 
“ their fentimenCs in another place. Nor did he ilc 
** how he, in his private capacity, had lefs i ight to 
“ call the people to an afltmbly, than they, to con- 
“ venc the fenate. Let them tiy, whenever they 
“ cliofe, how much more forcibly a lenfc of injuries 
“ w( uld eperate in vindication ofhbtity, tlun am- 
“ bition in letaining illegal authomy. 'I hey had 
f* propofed the Sabine war as the biifincfs to be 
confidered : as if the Roman pceiple had any 
more important war on then hands, than againll 
,** thofe, who, having been created for the plirpofc 
of framing laws, had left no law remaining in the 
** ftatc j who had ^bolillicd elcdlions 5 abolifticd an- 
** nual magiftrates j abolilhed the regular changing 
of the cliitf msrgiftrate, the only means of pre- 
fervlftg the balance of liberty ; who, ftanding in 
f* tbc of private citizens, kept poffelTion of ;bo 

od of regal Ibvereignty . After the expul- 
i ff . ion oT dw kings, there were patrician magillraies ; 
^ nfixrwnrds, on* the foceftion ot the commons, ple> 
iKian liis^lbrACei were created. Of which party 
i |4 « were 
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** were thofc mert ?” he aflted. “ Were tliey of the * o o ic 
** popular party i In what buftnefs did they ever . j 
** look for the concurrence of the people ? Were y.k. jo>. 

they of that of the nobility ? who, during alinoft B.c. 44 f» 
** a whole year, never ht Id a meeting of the fenatc ; 

** and, now, hold it in fuch a manner, that people 
** arc not allowed to fpeak of the ftate of the com- 
** monwcalth. Lt t them not rely too much on the 
timidity of others ; f>>r men feel more fcnfibly the 
** weight of prelent fufterings, t|jan of fuch as exift 
** only in apprchenfion.” 

XL. While Horatius was exclaiming in this 
manner, and the decemvirs knew not how, either to 
grarify their anger, or to pafs over the provocation, 
nor could judge how the bufinefs would end, Caius 
Claudius, uncle to Appius the decemvir, addrelTcd 
him in a fix*cch, fraught with intrcatics rather than 
reproaches ; befought him by the* fliade of his own 
brodier, the other’s father, to pay more regard 
“ to the rights of that civil fociety in which he was • 
born, than to a confederacy, formed, with his col- 
“ leagues, on the moft flagitious principles. Th» 
he requefted, more earneftly on his account, than 
** even on that of the commonwealth j for the com- 
** monwcalth would, doubtlcfs, be abundantly able 
** to aflert its own rights, in Ipite of any refiftance 
which they could make •, but, that, as great con- 
“ tells gcncfally excited great animofities, he could 
** not, wither hdkfbr, think of what might be the 
confcquenCc.** ' Although the decemvirs had re- 
fuftd liberty to fpeak on any fubje£l,'^but the buflneis 
which they had propoled, yet fufch was their refpedt 
for Claudius, that they did not interrupt him ; lie 
proceeded therefore in his difeourfe, which he con- 
cluded, with moving a refblution, that no> decree 
of the fenatc ifaould be paffiid. This Was confider- 
cd, by every one, as importing, that in therjudgment 
pf Cijaudius they were but private cimens, and 

tnanp 
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^ coiifidara cxpridlfed tl^ 

,i„pv^ Another meafure was propofed» nie^ ,*p- 

!^' pearance, _bnt «»wc^ fcfe officacipu* i ■ i|;si^;,jto:' iajPfJer 
the patrtcfflm to afiembk and ifip^tihnspnex * 

for the, paiBflg of any refehittonrwotaid ^ in ac- 
kfi0wle%mene that tfa« perfons* who <;;onvpii(ed 
ih}Me);Wen in^cefted wko (^me office i Hrheieas ihe 
inemher»who reComtneoded ^ac no reihlotKns ihould 
pafi, meant thereby to declare them private citizens. 
.When the caufe the decemvirs was thns fining 
into ruin* Luctm Cornelius Malugtnenfis, brother to^ 
Marcus Cornelius the decemvir, having been pur- 
poicly refenred from anumg the confulars to clofc 
the ffldiate, under the pretence of anxiety about the 
war, %)ported his brother and his colleagues : He 

« wondered," he laid, “ by what fatality it hap- 
** pened, that thole, who had been themfelves can- 
** dichttes for the decemvitate, were the perfons 
« wlro, either as*^fecoDdaries, or principals, waged 
** this attack on the decemvirs; and why they 
Ihoukl, now, at this particular time, when the 
« enemy were juft at the ^tes, take fucb pains to 
** low dilienfion among the citizens ; whereas during 
“ ft) many months, wherein the attention of the Hate 
** had been difengaged, no one ever made it a mat- 
** ter of difputc, whether thole, who held the admi- 
^ niftradon of the government, were legal ma- 
«• giftrates, or not; unlels k were becauie they 
« ftippofed, that, in a ftate of confufion, their con- 
w duft would not he fo cafily feen through. How- 
" ever, it was highly improper in any one to attemp 
^ to prejudge a caufe of chat magnitude, while men’s 
f* minds were occupied by more urgent concerns : 

it was his opi^o, that the plea urged by Valeri- 
**' tts and Hotatkis, that the office of decemvirs had 
w eapiitid on- the idesof May, ^uld be taken into 
poohdeia^n, attd diftufted by the fenate, when 

t jdte WW» with wbllds were then threatened 
rilKKdd^e a conclufion^ ai»i tranquil- 

** hty 
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•? Tn^ to the fbte:;that Appius Claudius ^ ?r?* 

^ ih^ld himtiritf *» havii^ now received . j . 

IhlSiidient notice^ that he itiuft be ready to give an 7.R. )«$. 

account of the proceedings of the afletnbity, in®*c*H47» 
** which he, in qoali» of decemvir, had pren^d, 

^ and in which the decemvirs were ele^d, whe- 
** ther they were appointed for one year, or until 
** the laws, then wanting, Ihould be ratified. It 
** was alio his opinion, that, for the prefent, every 
** other buGnefs, except war, foouM be laid 
** aGde $ and 'that, if they imagined, that the reports 
«* coneerning it were propagated without founda** 

** don, and that not only tm couriers, but the Tuf* 

** culan ambaiTadors had conveyed Gdfe intelligence, 

** then that fcoucs (hould be difpatched to procure 
** more certain information ; but (hat, if they gavo 
** credit to the couriers, and the ambaGhdors, dies 
** troops Giould be • levied withoyt delay, and the 
** decemvirs Giould lead armies to whatever places 
** eacl;i Giould diink proper; and that no ocher 
** buGnefs Giould take place, before this was diT*** 

** pofed of.” 

XLl. This refoiudon was carried, on adtviGon, 
by means of the young patricians. Valerius and 
Horadus dicn, with greater vehemence, renewed 
their eGbrts, and loudly demanded permiGion to 
^leak on the Gate of the commonwealth, deciarkig, 
that " if by a fadion they were prevented in the 
** fenate, they, would fpeak before the people ; for 
** private men had no right to hinder them, either 
** in the fenate Iioufc, or in a general aGembly, nor 
** would they give way to thofc men’s imagiiiaij 
* fiifccs.” Appius then, thinking the jundure fo 
cridcalj that either their authority muft be overponr- 
ed, or the violence of thofe men muft be reGfted. 
with an etpial ikgree of boldneft, called out, ^-that 
** whoever ucter^ a Gusewee, except on the buG* 

neis .pruned, Gibidd have caufe to repent aix^ 
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oti Valerius he twbul3 not llbtllienced by 

. a private ciri®en, b^(iiet«d a lTjaortoadtanc#tq 
jfrj; Valcriusji from the die 

*•*<-♦*»“ rfic proteftioh of’dhe dtizens.} dbrnclius 

etiiliracmg Appius, through coheern fpt an 
dificfent'from wh« he pretended^ put & Bop ta thtf 
toncefl} and procured Valerius pertnilffoil to &y 
what he chott: this producing nothing beyond 
words, in favour of lihc’tty, , the deceihvirs carried 
their point; and even the confulars and elder patri-' 
dans, from inveterate hatred to the tribunician of- 
ficci which they fuppofed the commons longed fbrj, 
with much more cagernefs, than for the confulat* 
govcrmnrnt, would have been rather better pleafed, 
that the decemvirs themielves fhould, at ibme future 
time, voluntarily refign their office, than that, through 
means of the indignation of the public againfr them, 
the commons fhould rife again to confequencci 
hoping that if, by gentle management, the govern- 
ment fhould be brought back to confuls, without the 
"turbulent interpofition of the populace, they might 
either by the intervention of v/ars, or by tne mode-' 
ration of the confuls in the excrcife of their authority, 
bring the commons to forget their tribunes^ No 
objedion being made by the patricians, a levy waa 
proclaimed, and the young men, there being no 
appeal from the prefent government, anfwcred to 
their flames. When the legions were filled up, the 
decemvirs fettled among themfelvcs, who fhould go 
out wtth the troops, and who command the feveral 
armies. The leading men among the decemvirs 
were Quintus Fabius and Appius Claudius. It was 
evident chat there would be a greater war at home 
dtan abroad. The violence of Appius was thought 
better jrakxdated for fupprefTing commotions in the 
and the drfpofition of Fabius was confidered as 
JimKt iflconfhuit in good purfutts, than frrenimus in 
for this mapi hidierto highly diftinguifhed both 
ili'iilirQ atvl imlicnry^ coraiflfl, was fo endrelr changed 

by 
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by his oiEcfcof the fiiajiijfac of< his ^li> * <> o K 

fcagucsy tharhe ttowschoife t» beiike Appiu^ . . 
than like himfejfv tohitjfi was igi veil in' charge the y.r. W#. 
waragainft thj?. ^abihcs | and, along with him, were 
lent his coUe%ue& h^nivs Kahuleius -and C^intus 
Pfextfius; Marcos Cpmelius was lent to the eerri* 
toiy of Algiduffiy with Lneius Minutkisf Tims An-^ 
tunius, Cxfo D«Uu]^ and Marcos Scfgius, .and it 
was determined that Spurius Appius ftiould aiHft 
Appiua Claudius in the management of afiairs in the 
city, where they fhould have iidl' authorityl as if aU 
the decemvirs were prefent. 

XLII. The affairs of Jthc public were condufted 
with no better fuccefs in war, than at home. In 
this, the leaders were no ffuther to blame, than for 
having rendered themfeives odi /Us to their country* 
men j in other refpefts, the fault Jay entirely in the 
Ibldicry, who, rather than . any enterprize fhould 
fucceed under the conduct and aufpices of the de- 
cemvirs, fuffered themfeives, to be overcome, to the ** 
difgrace of both. The armies were routedi both 
by the Sabines at Eretum, and by the'^quans, in 
the country of Algidum. ■ From Erccura the troops 
made a retreat in the dead of the.night, and fortified 
.a camp nearer to the city, on , a high ground, be- 
tween Fidenaj and Cruftumeria, and, being purfued 
by the enemy, would ' not rifle a battle on equal 
ground, but provided far^r .fafety by the nature of 
the place, and a- rampart, not by valour and arms. 

In the country of Aigidum greater difgrace, and, 
greater lofs were fuftained ; even the camp was lofe 
and thc foldiers, deprived of all their utenSls, be- 
took themfeives to Tufculum, depending, for the 
neceflaries of life, on the gooti faith and companion 
of their hofts, who, on this occafion, did not dif- 
appoint their expeftations. Such terrifying accpuncs 
were brought to Rome, that the fenate, dropping 
profccutitin of their :h»ttred to ri>e decemarirs, 

^ paffed 
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cinrt amirnttided who ledre of 1 ^ 

Y;ii>s«5» anns» t» mouhegtiardon the 

R*^*4«7* pa&& before the gsuiesi decreed a ibf^ 

K cariioi tt> Twulum » dtac the decefiiviiavfiiotdd 
come down foom the cicMiel of Tufotdom» mxt keep 
their croopa encamped » that the odter camp fliotdd 
be removed foom Fidenm> into the coontiT of the 
Sabines^ to the end tfutt the enemy, foding them- 
fohres attacked at home, mi^ be (fefierred frmn any 
defign of attackit^ die city. 


XLIII. To the calamities, Infiifted 1 ^ the cne« 
niy, the decemvirs added 'two flagitious deeds, 
one at home, and the other in the army. In the 
army, which ai^d againft the Sabines, , a peribn, 
a^d Lucius Siccius, taking advantage of the ge- 
neral avcHion to tlie decemvirs, and having fre<>. 
quencly, in private obnverfation with the common 
foldwn, mam mention of a focefllon, and of elect- 
ing tribtmes, they fent him on a party of obforva- 
tkm, to cboofe ground for a camp, and gave in- 
firuCtions to the foldiers whom they fent to attend 
14m on the expedition, that they Irould fall upon 
him m fome convenient place, and put him to death. 
He did noc foil unrCvenged. Por^ tliough fur- 
roonded on all fldes, he foood on his defence » and, 
beii^. ppflblled of extraordinary perfonal Itrengch, 
and of i^iiit equal to his fttength, he flew fevend of 
jdie alfoflins. The reft gave out, in the camp, diat 
they had folfen into an ambuih, and that Siccius was 
lolL after fighting with great bravery, and fome of 
dm foldiers with lum. At flrft this ftory was be- 
limrod: but afterwards, a cohort, which went, with 
permi^an of the decemvirs, to bury thofo who had 
fiiiei^^ obfory^ diat none of the bodies there were 
li thaic Sicou^ with his arms, ky in the 
Mihfle the foces of the other boms were 
that done of the Jbodks be- 
longed 
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lotted! to infew^* j| 6 r,fcdffld,d 8 *i^<;e be fbund of b o o ]t 
tWeiir riitf«;!iii^' frobl dirtiJe, they* brought , 

back the bbdy» aidcchjnt that he was. evi- y.hI’’^ 

tkrh^ ibin bjt owm meh. The rtamijp was now B. c. 447. 
filled with thdljEj^atidh ; itnd it was relolved; diat 
Sicctos ihpuld be carried dire<£riy td Rotne, which 
would hai^ 1:^11 Wp in execurioh> had not the de* 
cemvirs, as i^edfiy as pofiibte, butied him widi 
military honours, at the public eXpence. His fu« 
neral was atiiended with great grief of the foldieiy, 
and a general belief of ^ blackeft guilt in the'de- 
cemvirs. 

, ' / 

XLlV. T«ere foltowed, In the city, another 
atrocious proceeding, which took its rife from lull:, 
and was not lefs tragical, in its confequences, than 
that which, through the injured chafti^ and violent 
death of Lucretia, had occaiiont^ the expuHion of 
the Tarquinii from the throne and the cityj that the 
government of the decemvirs might not only end in 
the fame manner as that of the kings, but be lofr 
through the fame cauft. Appius Claudius was in- 
flamed with a defire of overcoming the chaftity of a 
young woman of plebeian rank : the father of this 
young woman, Lucius Virginius, held an honourable 
rank among the centurions, in the camp near Al- 
gidum, a man of exemplary good condudt, both as 
a foldier and a citizen, and by the fame principles 
were the behaviour of his wife, and the education of 
his femily regulated. He had betrothed his daugh- 
ter to’ Lucius Icilius, who had been tribune, a man 
of fpirit} and of approved zeal in the caufe of the 
commons. This maiden, in the bloom of youth, 
and of extraordinary beauty, Appius, burning with 
palfion, had attempted to feduce by bribes and pro- 
rtjifcs ; but, finding every avenue to his hopes barred 
by m^eily, he tclWved 'to have recourfe to crttel 
and arbitraij^ yiqlend^.' He give tnftruflions to Mar- 
as Clauefius, one ef hb'dcpendents, that he Ihookl 
vojfc. u V ..claim 
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thit tUc of .sWd8«»K|.sr«i^ Kff 

fetaft bpptutunityfor the 
As the wung woman canie mtP the Ft«^» j®t 

mihiRei' of the decemvir’s luft had his hai^ on her, 
and affirming that ** ffie was a (lave, and l^rn of a 
« woman who was hU flave," ordered her to follow 
him iXeatening^ if &e refi^d,- to dr^ her away 
by force. WhiMe ftood motionfcfs ^rough 

fright and aftoniffiment, 

t^ cries of her nutfc, whp implored the 

ef tlie citizens.- The popular names of her father 

Virginius, and her ^oufe Icihus,; were' hearxh on 

every fide. Their acquaintances were c^ged m 

favour of the maiden, by their re^rd 

the multitude in geneml, by the 

uroceeding. She was now fccured from force, when 

L claimant faid, ‘^there. was nooccafionfor 

« amob> hewasprocccdmgby.law,.nqtby'for«. 

and fummoned the maiden to a court of jufacc. Sh 

being advdfed, by thofe who appwred m fevour,. 

to follow him, tlicy arrived at the tribunal of Ap- 

pius. The claimant rchcarfed the concerted faice, 

Lfore the iudse, wlio was well acquainted with it^, 

having been himfelf the contriver of the plot ; alleged 

' that “ the girl was born in his lipufe, and bad beem 

- « clandcftinely removed from thence to the liwfe 

« of Virginiusy who pretended to be hei father 
that of tliis he bad Efficient cvidcnee,- and woidd 
« prove it even to the fatisfac^on o( 

.** himfelf, th® principal fuftcrer in the cafe, and it- 

H was rcafonable,” Iw a^d,.” 

!« riitie, the fervantffiould remain, m ^ 

-w lier maftcr.” The advocates for the 

f pleading*, Vilnius wp hhreoMn 
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that. ^v?as unteafbnable .that a ® ® P ^ 
Jujit cdhce'tiimg his chila .ipould proceed in his ab'- 
lence, deihahafi^ that Appi,us, mould adjourn all pro- y.r. y ) i , 
l^din^ in me lantil.the lather** arrival ; that, ®* t-*447« 
in con&rihity to the law which he hiniKlf had framed, 
he Ihoiildt lea\re hjit ill the meantime, in the cnjby- 
tnent of hi r libcrtj^ ; ,ahd.‘notTuifir a young woman 
of ripe age to encounter the hazard of her reputation, 
before the tajfe of her freedom Vvas determined^ 


iCLV. Ap'pius prefaced his dccred with oblerv- 
ing, that “ the very law, which Virginius’s friends 
'** held out as the fmindation of their demand, was a 
*5 pfoofhbiv much he was inclined to favour liberty : 
** hoWeveri that laW could afford no firm fecurity to 
** liberty, if it were not invariable in the tenor of its 
operation, without regardclthcrtocaufesorpcrlbns. 
** In the calc of thofc who, froth fervitude, claimed 
a right to freedom, the 'privilege mentioned .was 
allowed, betaiife any citizen can a£t in their be- 
« half s but in the cafe of her, who was in the hand* • 
** of her father, there was no other pejrfon to whom 
the owner fhould yield the cuftody of her. It 
was, therefore, his determination, that the father 
Ihould be fent fot j tliat, in the 'meantime, thp 
claimant fhould fuffer no lols of his right, but 
Ihotild take the maiden into his cuftody, and give 
fecurity for heir appearance, on the arrival of the 
** perfon who was alleged to be her father.'* Whilift 
all murmured againft the injuftice of this decree, but 
hot one had courage to oppofe it, Publius Numir 
torius, the maiden’s uncle, and tcilius, her betrothed 
Ipoufe, arrived at the fpot. The crowd having 
readily made way fe>r them, becaufe the multitude 
*were of opinlbh, that, if any thing copld ftop the 
.proceedings of Applus, it would be the interference 
of IciliUs, the lii^ot called Qht, that fenten<;;e 
paiJkd f" and, on Icilius making loud, reirtipfi- 
rances, ordered him tox^jtire. Even a ebolr'tcm- 

V a • pc^ 
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iidOK|)er wduld have' l^eh ilHSiun«d 

. trcatmeot} lelliuiiii wil drive 
Xa!*^ “ inc hfcjace with the IWoid, 
b:c.44z> « coB^ifh, io^Slehce; what ydji wilK. tiS hi: eon- 
" eeal^ This youhg Woman I Ihtend td^d, and 
expeft to find in h<tf a kwfiil nnd n cHa^ Wife. 
** Cali tbgedier then even all , die fidtorSs df your 
** colleagues, otder the rods aind to be got 
** ready. The fpouie of Idlius lhall not remain in 
*• any other place than her Other’s houie. Though • 
« you have taken from us the protection of tribunes, 
** and an appeal to jdie Roman people, the two bul> 
warka which fcciited our liberty, yet Acre hai 
** been no grant made, to yoUr luit, or ablblute do- 
'** minion over our wives and daughters. Vent your 
fury on our perfons and our lives } let chaltity, at 
** leaft, find fafety^ If any violence is offered to 
** her, I fhali aj^al for fuccour to the citizens now 
** prelent, in behalf of my fjwufej Virginius will 
** appeal to the foldiers in behalf of his or^ dai^h- 
** ter } and all of us to the gods, and to all man- 
** kind: nor lhall you ever carry that Icntence 
** into cfFcd, while we have life to prevent it. I 
charge you, Appius, confider again and again to 
“ what lengths you are proceeding: let Virginius, 
** when he comes, determine what meafureahe will 
puriue in regard to his daughter; only of this I 
would have him allured, that ifhe fubmits to this 
« man> claim of obtaining the cuf^ody of her, he 
miilli feek another match for his dwghter : as loir 
«* me, in vindication of the liberty of my ipoufe, 
♦* I will, forfeit my life fooner than my honour.” 

XLVl. The pafiions of the multitude were now 
r4fe|x '^4 ^re was every fign of a vbknt conteft 
Th|j: B^tois had gathered rotind Icilius, but 
P^nipeedi^^ howevefV .no krthet than threats, when 
^4^ius£ud/ ** tii^t't^ defence of Vii^nia was not 
motive wNi^h'iiCtttatpd'Ic^Us ; thtbuleiib' 

« by 
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n^tureti 9nd breatMi^ at that1nlhnt> the-ipirlt 
** of (Ik; tnbiiinieObiipj tie was feeking an occaGon of 
** feditio^: .^Quid not;» however, for that day, 
** pve Mca in^r to work dn:^ but, in order to 
** connnee him at once that this indulgent was, 
” granted, not; tto his petulance, but to the abfent 
*♦ virginius, toitbe name of &^er, and to liberty, 
** he woul4 not on diat day decide the caufe, nor 
** interpoie any decree, he would even requeft of 
** Marcus Claudius to depart Ipmewhat from his 
rig^t, and fuGer tbe nuuden to be bailed until the 
** next di^. But if, on the nejxt day, the &ther did 
** not attend, he now gave' notice to Icilius, and to 
** petibns Uke Icilius, that, as its founder, ho would 
“ not fail to fupport his own law ; nor, as decemvir, 
** to fhew a proper degree of refolution : horihptkld 
** call together me liftors of his colleagues, to check 
the eSbrts of the fonienttrs of fedition, he would 
be content witii his own liflors.” The execution 
of his iniquitous deGgn being thus deferred, the ad- 
vocates 01 the girl having retired by themfclves, re-* 
Iblved, Grft ot all, that tlw brother of Icilius and 
the fon of Numitorius, a6tiye young men, fhould fet 
off from thence dire^y to gate, and with all 
poGible hafte, call home Virmnius from the camp, 
acquainting him that " the lafety of the maiden de- 
** ^nded on his being preient in time next day, to 
** protect her from injury.” They fet out the in- 
ftaht they received their direftions, and with all fhe 
fpeed their horfes could make, carried the account 
to her j&ther. In the meantime, the claimant of the 
maiden urged Icilius to profefs himfelf a defendant 
in the cauie, and to. produce llireties} and IciliuS| 
who delayed on purpofe, in order that the mellen- 
gers difpatched to the camp might gain the longer 
time for their journey, telling him that he was pre- 
paring to do fb, the whole multitude on this.held i^ 
'their hands, and every one Ihewed himfelf rej^y m 
>e fure^ for Icilius. . To them he replied^ iteiirs at 
, '■ thg 
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B jf? time filling his eyes, *‘ I am thankful for 

‘ . “ your goodnefsi to-motrOw I will ufe yoUr 
y.R. joj. ance j at prcfcnt, I have furctics enough.” Vir- 
B.C, 4*7. gjtjja vpas then admitted to bail on the fecurity of her 
relations, AjroiUs, after remabing there for i fhort 
time, left he mould feem to have Tat merely for the 
fiike of that bufinefs, and findbg that no one applied 
to him, people’s anxiety about that particular affair 
hindering them to attend to others, retired to his 
houfc, and wrote to his colleagues to the camp not 
to give leave of abfcncc to Virginius, and even to 
keep him in confinement. This wicked fcheme, as 
it deferved, was too late to fuccced, fijr Virginius, 
havii^ already got leave of abfence, had let out at 
the mft watch j fo that the letter about detaining 
him, which was delivered in the mornbg, produced 
no effect. 

r 

XLVII. Im the city, the whole multitude of the 
citizens were affembled in the Forum at the firft 
‘ light, full of anxious expeftation i Virginius, clad 
in mourning, and accompanied by a vaft: number of 
advocates, kd his daughter into the Forum, habited 
in weeds, denoting her diftrefs, and attended by 
a number of matrons. There he began to Iblicit 
each man's fevour j and not only requefted their aid, 
as a boon granted to his prayers, but demanded it 
as his due, reminding them, that ** he ftood daily in 
the field of battle, in defence of their wives and 
children ; nor was there any man who had given 
»* more proof of valour and intrepidity in adlion than 
** he had ^nc. Yet what did tliis avail, if wliile 
'** the city was fccure from danger, their children 
«* were expoled to calamities as gi ievous as could 
« be dreaded, if it were taken by an enemy ?” With 
fiiCh difeouriits, uttered in a manner as if he were 
•ddrefling a public afffmbiy, he applied to each of 
people, Icilius addreffed them with like argu- 
^UlntSi an 4 the female attendants, by their filent^ 

tears^ 
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scars, affc^cd tliiCitt more deeply ^haii any words B it 

could do., Ai^us, whofc mind was hardened againft . 

all fuch occ^^nces, violent madnefs, rather than y.r. 305;,^ 

love, j^iryerted l)is uhderftanding, afeended 

the tribun^ i and when the claimant had juft begun 

to uige, tbat, ♦* -dirougb iJartiality, he had relufed 

** yefterd^ to .pronounce judjgmcnt in the', caufe j” 

Appius, without allowing him to proceed in dating 
his claim, or giving '^bgihius an opportunity of an- 
fwering, delivered his fentence. , The difcomde with 
wliich he introduced his decree fotne antient wnters 
have fet down, perhaps with truth ; but as T no 
where find anyone that fcems likely to have been 
ufed on occafion of fuch an iniquitous decifion, 1 
think it beft to reprefent the plain £a£t, of which 
there is no doubt : he decreed, that fhe fhould be 
held in bondage until the final decifion.' .At firll, 
all were ftruck motionkfswkh siftonilhment and fur- 
prifc at fuch an atrocious proceeding. Silence then 
prevailed for fome time,’, afterwards, when Marcus 
Claudius went to feizc the maiden, where fhe fipod « 
in fhe midft of the matrons, and was oppofed by the 
women with lamentable cries of grief, Virginius, 
firetching forth his hands in a menacing attitude 
towards Appiusi faid, Applus, I betrothed my 
“ daughter to Icilius, not to thee* *^^d I have edu- 
** cated her for a wife, not for a harlot. Do yo 4 t 
<>* intend that men fhall indulge their lull promilcu- 
oufly like cattle and wild beads ? Whether thefc 
men licrc will endure fuch things I know not but 
ffy thofc who carry arms, I hope, never will.” The 
claimant of the maiden being forced back, by fhe 
crowd of women and advocates who flood round . 
her, iilcncc was commanded by the crier. ' , ^ 

XLVIII, Th® decemvir, whofc mind wa« warped 
by his ungovernable lull, declared, that*^ not only 
from the abufive lauj^age of feiU^ ye%iday, 

' andtlie violence of Virginius, of. which the whole 

V 4 “ Roman 
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9 “ Ronjan people were wirtcffis^ feoaj ccr- 

tain bttJp$, lie learned tKiti Wimble. 

a*jrare of 


« night, babals had been held^ __ 

mc.H7f f< rtlrilnjg ppi jfedinoh. Whcrej^/ 

« -th^^i^fchtics likely to enfuet W h^ i^ioie down 
“ With aoand of njen In arms, hot Wirfi p defi^ of 
" injiWmg any i>erfoh Who Ihohld ^em«W li^riirelf, 
«« blit of qtiife tly punning; in a mannfer fi|«:nd to die 
« ttiajefty of government, ftich as flioiUdfirefunie to 
« difturb thetranqihUi^of iltefbtte^ It wiU; there- 
** fore; (faid he,) be yonr better way to remain quiet. 
** Oo, li6tor, remove the crowd, and make Way 
« fbr^lihc owner to ^izo'his Have.” When, burft- 
ing With paillon, he had thundered out thefc words, 
the multitude of thcmfclycs voluntarily ieparated, 
and the maiden £tood forMen, a prey to injuftice. 
Virginius then, feeing no ^rofpeft of affiftance from 
any quarter, laid, <f Appius, I entreat you, firft, 
<* to make allowance for a father’s grief, if I have 
** made ulc of too harfh exprelllons towards you j 
« and next, to allow me here, in the prefence of 
*'« the maiden, to inquire of her nurfe the truth of 
« this afiairj tha^ if I have been falfely called her 
« father, I may depart hence with die more refigna- 
« tjon.” Permiflion being granted, he drew the 
maiden and her nurfe afide, to the Ihcds near the 
i|emple of Cloacina, now called the new Ihcds, and 
dierf, fnatthing a knife, from a butcher, plunged it 
ipto his'dau^ter’s breaft, with thefe "Words : « In 
« riiis manner, my child, the o.ply one in my power, 

I fccure your liberty.’’ Then looking back 
Appius, « With this blood, Appius,” faid he, 
f'‘l dp, Vote thee and thine head to perdition.” Ap- 
ptuSj^ilarmcd by thie cry raifed at fuch a horrid 
deed; ordered Virgmius to be feized. But he, 
a pailp^ with the weapon wherever he went, 
M pfo by i multitude of young men who 


made his way to the gate. Icilius 
the lifekfs body, and cx- . 
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pofed it to the view of the people, deploing the 3 0 o k 
villainy of Ajp^ius, the fhtal beauty of the maiden, . “*• ^ 
and the necemW which had urged the father. The 
matrons who allowed joined their excUmations; B.C.W 
** Were theft the conftquences of rearing children? 

** were theft the rewards of chaftity ?*’ with other 
moumfbl reflections, fuch as are fu^fted byjgrief 
to women, and which, ftom the greater ftnfibiluy of 
their tender minds, are always the mofl; aflTeCting. 

The difeourft of the iden, and particularly of IciUus, 
turned entirely on their being deprived of the pro- 
tection of tribunes, and appeals to the people, and 
on the indignities thrown upon the public. 

XLIX. The paflions of the multitude were 
ftrongly excited, partly by the atrocioufneft of the 
villainy, pa^ly By their hopes that the occafion 
might be improved to the recovery of liberty. Ap- 
ptus now ordered Icilius to be called before him ; 
then, on his refuflng to attend, to be ftized : at laft, 
when the beadles were not fufiered to come near, 
him, he himfel^ with a band of young patricians, 
pufliing through the crowd, ordered him to be taken 
into confinement. By this time, there had collected 
round Icilius, not only the multitude, but perlbns 
fit to head that multitude, Lucius Valerius and Mar- 
cus Horatius, who, driving back his liClor, told 
Appius, that " if he meant to proceed in a legal 
** way, they would be ftcurity for Icilius, ag^ft 
any charge which he, as a private citizen, (hould 
“ bring. If he Ihould attempt to make ufe of force, 
in that point too they would not be his inferiors.** 

A furious feuffle enfued. The decemvir's liClor at- 
tacked Valerius and Horatius. The fefees were 
broken by the multitude. Appius then moun^d 
the tribunal, whither he was followed by Horatius 
and Valerius. To t|iem the afftmbly paid attention, 
but drowned the decemvir’s voice with noife. Va- 
» lerius now afllinied authority to order the liCtors to 

depart 
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. v - ff.. . tiwa Ap^m, ,pe*^ ccmi^, for 

C.^7> gidvcfiaBif^ xhadc . his gicapP: uito ahpulp a^tfn Shc 
Forum*: Swrius Oppius ruj^ipg the 
irem the othej- fide, jn order to his cp|Je^«, 
;4iiw ^eir avtthority overpowered 
revoiving fevewl expedients* confufed by hfte.ning 
to a m^titu^ ,of advifers on, every fi^, £®. 
conimaoded the lenatc to be funatnoned. ^ This Itep 
ealmed the minds of the multitude, by giving them 
hopes, that as the condua of the dccernvirs feemed 
difokafmg to the greater part of the patricians, their 
government would -be aboHibed through the. means 
of the fenatc. The fenate gaye their opinion, that 
the commons Ihoyld not be farther exafperated j and 
above all things, care fliould be taken to pre- 
sent commotions peing excited in the camp on tlie 
arrival of Virginius. 

>'• L. AccoRbiNGLYfomc of the younger patricians 

were lent to the, camp, which, at that time, was on 
mount Vecilius, to caution the decemvirs to ufc 
their utmoft efforts for preventing a mutiny among 
the foldiers. Here, Virginius excited greater com- 
motions than he had left in the city : for, befidcs the 
'notice winch , he attraded, by coming attended by 
k band of nca't four hundred menj who, incenfed at 
fffpnda.ln ii8 tmuftice done him, had accompanied 
itm from the cil^ fthc unfheathed weapon, and him- 
ifei|jl»it^ befi^^ared with plood, engaged the atten-:- 
of tbc whole «^p. And the gowns * bein^ 
ctl^erved in piany different parts of the camp, made 
iIm: jRUipber of pepple from tlic city appear mneh 
it waSr Being afHed the mafop of «« 
frrief foe k Ibnh time preyented him froip ut- 
a word. ‘ At ^ben, after the hurry 

^ #««t (roB m of the wiUtwT* 
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of thdt raimio;| toge^erji the crow^ ftill. and B O ^ 
filenee took^huX) be related every circuraftance in . 
orde'f as it {^ili|d. Then faidn]^ ms hands towards y .^. 
heaven, befou^t his.fellow-foldicrs not to impute B* C.44#» 
to him the guilt which belonged to Applus Claudia 
us, npr to abhor him as the murderer of his child. 


Djsclaring, that the life of his daughter was dearer 
** to him than his own, could flic have lived with 


honour and in liberty. When he faw her dragged 
** as a flave to violation, he thought it better that 


his child mould be loft by death than by difho- 
** nour. Aftuated by companion, he had fallen 
** under the appearance of cruelty : nor would he 
have furvived his daughter, had he not lo6ked to 


** the aid of his fcllow-foldiers, with hopes of re-* 

** venging her death : for they alfo had daughters, 

** lifters, wives j and the luft of Appius Claudius 
«* was not extinguiflied by the de^th of his daughter, 

** but would be encouraged, by impunity, to rage 
** with Icfs reftraint. They had now warning given 
<* them, in the calamity of another, to guard them!-'*, 
** fclves againft the like injury. As to what con- 
cerned himfclf, his wife had been torn from him 


** by fate } • his daughter, becaufc Ihc could not 
** longer preferve her chaftity, had fallen by an un- 
*< fortunate but honourable death. There was now 


in his houfe no objeft for Appius’s luftj and from 
** any other kind of violence which lie could offer 
«* he would defend his own perfon, with the feme 
*< fpirit with which he had refeued that of hisdaugh-* 
ter. Let others take care of thcmfclves and of 


their children,” To, thefe reprefentations, uttered 
by Virginius in a loud voice, the multitude rephedf 
with Ihputs, that they would no? b? backward in 
yindicatin^ cither his grief or their own liberty, 
the feme time, the gown-men intermij^ed wi^b ^ 
crowd of foldicrs, relating with forrow the feme cir- 
cumftances, and oblerving how much more Ihock-c, 
jpg they appeared to (he fight diau on hearing, ao¥ 



300 TH? .HJjSfT0:RT 

^ ^ quainti^ them alib that the a|fair$,of the ditiqemvtrs 

' . at Rome Wcane'<icfper^ i aM'fee, wHolt^a^latery 
faying, that Apptus, ha.yihg haf (dljf' life, 

was gone into exite : all mis had fucK ato‘.dffc«^ on 
Ae foi^iery, that th<?y cried out, To. aims I fhatchcd 
qpthe feancWds, and marched towards Rt^. ' The 
decemvirs, exceedingly alarmed, hddi by idte ^nf> 
adions whfch they few, and hy thbfe’ which they 
heard had pafied at Rome, ran to diflferent of 
the camp, in order to quell the commodoh. While 
they afted with mirdnefe, they received no anfwer. 
If any of them offered to exert authority, he was 
anfwered. That they were men; and belides, h^ 
arms. They proceraed in a body to the city, and 
ix^xd themfelves on the Avendne, exhorting the 
commons, whenever they met any of them, to rc- 
affume their liberty, and create plebeian tribunes. 
No other violent expreffion was heard. Spurius 
Op{xus held the meeting of the fenate, when it was 
reiolved, that no harlh meafures fliould be ufed, 
^becaofe they themfelves had given occafion to the 
*" iniiirre^lion. Three confulars were fent as deputies, 
Spurius Tarpeius, Caius Julius, and Servius Sulpi- 
cius, to alk, In the name of the fenate, by whofe 
orders they had quitted their camp ; or what was 
their intention in polling themfelves, in arms, on 
the Avehtinc; in changing the direflion of their 
hbffUe operations from the enemy, and feizing, by 
^rce, on their native country. The others were at 
ipO lols what to anfwer ; but they were at a lofs for 
a peribn to give the anfwer, having not yet ap- 
mmed any particular leader, and individuals not 
vety forward to take on themfelves the invi- 
qi|ce. The multiti^e only called out toge- 
l^er, they Ibould fend Lucius Valerius and 
.jh^i^ius’fjoi'atiu^;, and to them diey would give 
.•'ISMSif'anCwcr. 
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U. WtiEiM tilic <l!6^i:dV#<ere dtfeiiflfed, Virj^nids * 
rieiiiihded hovr mdch they* had been » 

** embairijiilcd juft hd^ a cafe of nd e'xtrkordma^ x«R'',ja* 
** difficult, in cdri&quehcc of their being a mukr- ®* C.'-i+f. 
** tode vithoitt a head; and that the ahfwer given, 

** though not inexpedient, was the refult rather of 
*' an accidental concurrence, than of a concerted 
plan.: he recommended to them, therefOie, to 
** clc^ ten perlbns, who Ihould prefide in the di- 
re^on of their affairs, and, Jn the ftyle of mili- 
tary dignity, be called tribunes of the Ibldiers.** 

This honour being offered, in the firft place, to him- 
fcl^ he laid, ** Referve, to a juncture more happy, 

** both to you and me, fuch exprellions of y^out 
« good opinion of me. It is neither poilible f6!p 
** me, while my daughter is unrevenged, to reap 
** fatis6^ion from any honour, nor is it expedient 
« for you, in the prefent difordered ftate of the 
** commonwealth, to have thofe* at your head who 
** are moft obnoxious to party malice. If I can be 
** of any fervicc, ray remaining in a private capan. 

city will in no degree prevent it.’' They accord- 
ingly eleAed ten military tribunes. Nor was the 
army in the country of the Sabines inaftivc. There 
alfo, at the inftance of Icilius and Numitorius, a fc- 
celllon from the decemvirs was made ; men’s minds 
being no lefs ftrongly agitated by haying the mur- 
der of Siccius recalled to their memory, than by ^e 
recent account of the barbarous attempt againft llie 
chaftity of Virginia. When Icilius heard that tri- 
bunes of the foldiers had been ole<fted on the Aven- 
cine, fearing left' the allembly of eleftion in the city 
might follow the lead of the military aflembly, and 
elea the lame perfops tribunes of the commons/ 
being well verled in popular intrigues, and aiming 
himfelC that office, he took care diat, befdre they 
Jiroceeded to the city, the fame number with eqtiu 
powers ftiould be eleAed by. the party with hirti. 

They ehter^ the city in military array through th^! 

CoUino, 
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^ uf ^ CoUine gate* and continued their march in a body 
. . through the middle of the city to the Aventine 4 

¥,11. J05. There, in conjun&ion with the other arth^ riicy 
••C.447. gave direilions to the twenty tribunes of the foldiera 
to choole two out of their number, who were to Hold 
the command in chief : they choih Marcils Oppius 
and Sextus Manilius. The fenate Were alarmed for 
the general fafety, blit though they fat every day, 
they fpent more time in wrangling than In delibera- 
tion : the decemvirs were upbraided with the mur- 
der ofSiccius, the luft of Appius, and the diigraces 
which they had incurred in war. It was refdlved, 
that Valerius and Horadus Ihould go to the Aven- 
dne : but they refufed to go, on any other terms 
than thofe of the decemvirs refignirtg the badges of 
that office, their title to which had expired a year 
before* The decemvirs, remonftrating againft the 
Icvcrity of degrading them to the common level, 
declared that thejfc would not rcfign their authority, 
until the purpofe of their eleftion fliould be' fulfilled, 

by the radfication of the laws* 

» • • 

1 * 11 . T HE commons, on being informed by Mar- 
cus Duilius, who had been plebeian tribune, that 
the time was Ipent in continual difpuces, and nd 
bufinels done, removed from the Aventine to the 
facred mount: for Duilius had aflured them, that 
“ the Icnate would never attend lerioufly to the bufi- 
**#nels, until they faw the city dclcrtcd; that the 
** facred mount would remind them of the firmncfs 
« of the commons, and that they would then dif- 
« cover, that the re eftablifliment of concord was 
impraftkablc, without the reftoration of the tri- 
bunidan office." Marching along the Nomentan 
road, then called the FicUlnean, they encamped on 
the fiicred mount, imitating ihe moderation of their 
j&thers, in refraining from every aA of violence. 
The army was followed by the commons, not one, 
whjpie age w#dd permit him, refufing to go. Their . 

wives 
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tJ^ives dnd chU4ren attended their ^fteps, afking, , 

- xnelaiKholy accents, to whofc care they were to be .*? j. 
left, in fuch a city* where neither ch^ity nor li- Vji^ 
berty was fafe? So general a delerdon, beyond **♦♦»•» 
what was ever known, leaving every part of RoWe 
empty, not a creature being feen in the Foru'm, ex- 
cept a few very old men, particularly when the fe- 
nators were called into their houfe, the Forum ap- 
pearing entirely forfaken, many others, befides Ho- 
ratius and Valerius, began now to exclaim, " Con- 
" feript fathers! how long will ye delay? If the 
** decemvirs will not defift from their obftinacy,. 

will ye fuffer every thing to fink into ruin and 
** deftru^on ? And ye, decemvirs, what is this 
authority which ye lb pofitively refufe to part 
with ? Do ye intend to adminifter juftice to bare 
“ walls and empty houfes ? Are ye not alhamed, 
that the number of your lidors Ihould exceed that 
" of all the other citizens in thfi Forum ? What do 
** ye propofc to do, Ihould the enemy advance to 
the city? What, if the commons, finding that 
** we are not moved by their feceflion, fliould ptt* 

•* fently come in arms ? Do ye choofe that your 
command Ihould be terminated by the fall of the 
city ? The cafe Hands thus j either we muft lolc 
the commons, or they muft have their tribunes. 

“We would fooner part with our patrician 
•* trates, than they with the plebeian. That office, 
when it was a thing unknown and untried, they 
** extorted from our fathers j and it is much more 
** improbable tliat, after having tailed the Iwects of 
** it, they will put up with its lofe, eipecially as wft 
do not exercife authority with fuch. moderation, 
as to prevent tlicir Handing in need of protcflion.** 

A (Tailed by fuch arguments from every quarter, and 
overpowered by the united opinions of all, the de<«\ 
cemvirs declared, that fince it was judged necefiary^ 
they would fuhmit to the orders of the fenate. Thii* 
only they requefted, that they would aftbid them 

8 
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gjiMteSidA from r^c of the op^jQte party; 

Warning dlicicn at tfii faijie titne^ not to the 
jCduiMotisij by tJie Aeir blood, to come 

4 into the p^aifticc of mfliSing punifhment bh patri- 
cians. " 


! LIII. VALfikius and Hdratius were theni d^tited 
jto invite the cotothons to return, on fuch conditions 
as they Ihbuld judge proper, and to adjust ah matters 
in dilpute. They were ordered alfo to take mea^ 
lur^s, for ieciiring the decemvirs from the r^e and 
violence pf the popubbe. On their arrival at the 
camp, they were received by the commons with ex- 
ceffive joy, as having evident^ proved themfclvcs 
the patrdtfs of liberty, bodi at the commencement of 
die dihurbances, and oti the ^determination of the 
bufinels. For this, they received thanks on riieir 
coming, Icilius addreffing them in the name of the 
multitude. The &me perfon, when they began to 
treat abopt conditions, on the deputies inquiring 
juidiat wefp the demands of die commons, propofed, 
in pursuance of a plan which had been already ad- 
jured before, the arrival of the. deputies, fuch terms 
as plainly evinced, that they grounded their expec- 
tations on the equity of their caufe, rather than on 
their ftrerigth : for they only required the reftitution 
of dic .tribunitian office, and the privilege of appeal, 
bjT which th< rights of the commons had been guard- 
icd, before the creation of decemvirs ; and, that no 
one ihould fuller for having inffigated the iblffiery, or 
the commons, to procure the reftoration of liberty, 
a foceffionV They were intemperate, only, in 
Ee^dem^^^^^^i^S punilhmentof the decem- 

ire'; l^ir they expelled that they Ihould Ixi delivered 
4ifif hands,; and they diitatehtd to bilrn them 
iwi* . lA reply, the deputies laid, ** fuph of yoilr 
as haVe lijeeWtoe reMt of ddKberatiod, 
^^ tlicy ought to ^ vbipntarify 
d i for the objcCl of ifteirr fes the at- 
\ « teinmem: 
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** talnment of a fccuritjr for liberty, not for un- ® ® ^ 

** bounded licence to violate the rights of others. . ” j 

** JBut the di£i;ate.<i of your rcfcntment, we muft ra- y.R. 305, 
** ther pardon than indulge : for, throv^h your dctcf- 
*i tation of cruelty, ye are preciptadng yourfclves 
into the very vice which ye abhor > and before ye 
" can well be laid to be free yourfclves, ye wilh to 
** adl: the tyrant over your adverfaries. Is our ftate 
never to enjoy reft from ptjnilhments, either in- 
flifted by the patricians on the Rr-'-.an commons, 

« or by the com nons on tlie patricians ? Ye (land in 
“ need of a Ihield, rather than of a fwoid. It is 
abundantly fulHcient to humble a.man fo far as that 
“ he lhall live on an equal footing with the relk of 
his countrymen, neither offering nor enduring in- 
" jury. Befides, Ihould ye ever choofe to render 
** yourfclves objects of terror, when ye Ihajl have re- 
covered your magiftrates, an4 your laws, and lhall 
" have the power, in your hands, x)f deciding on our 
“ lives and fortunes, then, ye will determine accord- 
ing to the merit of each cafe j at prefent it is fuf-, 

“ heient to require the relloration of liberty.” 

LIV. Ha VI ith univerfal confent, received 

permiflion to act as they tliought proper, the depu-. 
ties affured the commons, that they would fpeedily 
brin^ back a final fettlement of the bufinels ; and, re- 
turning, reported to the fenate the mella^ from the 
commons. On which the other decemvirs, finding 
that, beyond their hopes, no mention was made of 
any punifhment on them, made no obje< 5 tion to any 
thing. Appius, Item in his nature, confeious that he 
was the ol^e& of particular deteftation, and mea- 
foring the rancour of others towards him, by his own 
cowaras them, faid, ** 1 am not blind to the fote 
which hangs over me. I fee tliat violent procecd- 
“ ings againft us are deferred until our arms are 
« furrendered into the hands of our adverferies. 

, « Blood muft be offered to the rage of the populace. 

VO1..1, X ^‘Imy-‘ 
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^ Hj? “ I myfelf no longer demur to refign the office of 
. f ** decemvir.” A decree of the fetiate was then made, 
Y.R. 305. that “ the decemvirs Ihould, without delay, refigo 
B.C.447- « their office. That Quintus Furius chief pontiff 
“ fliould hold an eleftion of plebeian tribuiuts, and 
" that no one ffiould fuffer, on account of the fecef- 
“ fion of the foldic'rs and commons.” As foon a& 
diefe decrees were finiffied, the fenate was difmiffed, 
and the decemvirs coming forth to the comitium, 
made a refignation of their office, to the extreme joy 
of all. News of this was carried to the commons. 
Whatever people there were remaining in the city, 
efcorted the deputies. This cavalcade was met by 
another crowd from the camp, exulting with joy j 
and they mutually congratulated each other, on the 
re-eftablifliment of liberty and concord in the ftate. 
The deputies audrefled the alTembly thus : " Be it 
** advantageous, fortunate, and happy to you, and 
“ to the commonwdhlth. Return into your native 
“ city, to your houftholJ gods, your wives and chil- 
dren : the fame moderation, with which ye have 
•’ “ behaved here, where, nofwithftanding the great 
“ confumption of ncceflaries in fo large a multitude, 
“ no man’s field has been injured, that carry with 
“ you into the city. Go to the Aventine, front 
whence ye removed. In that aufpicious place, 
“ where ye took the firft ftep towards liberty, ye fliall 
“ cleft tribunes of the commons : the chief pontiff 
“ will attend to prefide in the affeml?ly.” Great 
were the applaufcs given, and the cheerfulkft ap- 
probation was ffiewn of every thing which was done. 
They then haflily railed the ftandards ; and, as they 
marched towards Rome, vied with fuch as they met 
in expreffions of joy. They proceeded under arms, 
in filence,^ through t;hc city to tlie Aventine. There, 
the chief pontiff holding an affembly, tlicy inllantly 
elcfted tribunes of the commons ; firft of all, Lucius 
VirginiuSi tlien Lucius Icihus, and PuWius Nomito- 
riiis, tlie uncle of Virginia, the firft advifers of the 
' 1 1 fccelfion i ' 
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fecefTion; then Caius Sidnius, aJdefccndant ofthat ® 
man wh6is recorded as the firft tribune of the com- . — 
mons, elcfted on the facred mount ; Marcus Duilius, Y.R. joj. 
who had di^ingtiifhed himfclf by his conduft in the 
tribuneihip, before the ctcacion of the decemvirs, 
and who, during the contefts with the decemvirs, had 
not foiled to exert himfclf in fupport of the caufe of 
the commons. Then were elected, rather on ac- 
count of hopes entertained of their future condud, 
than of their previous delcrts, Marcus Titinius, 

Marcus Pomponius, Caius Apronius, Publius 
ViUius, and Caius Oppius. As foon as he entered 
On the office of tribune, Lucius Icilius inftantly pro- 
poled to the commons, and the commons ordered, 
that no perfon fhould fufFer on account of the fecef- 
fion from the decemvirs. Immediately after, Duilius 
carried a propofition for elefting confuls, with pri- 
vilege of appeal.. All this was tranfaded in an af* 
fembly of the commons in the f'liwninian meadows, 
now called the Flaniinian circus. 

LV. After this, under the direction of an inter- 
rex, confuls were clefted. Thefe were Lucius Va- ’ 
lerius and Marcus Horatius, who entered immedi- 
ately upon the exercife of their office. Their con- 
fulatc was popular, and though unattended by any 
adual ill-treatment of the patricians, yet incurred 
their, difpleafure ; for they imagined that every fecu- 
rity added to the liberty of the commons, was a 
diminution of their own power. Firfl: of ail, 
as if it were a point in controverfy, whether the pa- 
tricians were bound by regulations, enafled in an af- 
fembly of the commons, they pafTcd a law in an af- 
fembly of the centuries, “ that whatever was ordered 
“ by the commons colkdlively, fhould bind the whole 

people.” A law which gave the kccneft edge to 
fuch propofxtions as might be introduced by the 
tribunes; Another law, introduced by a conful,. con>* 
cerning the right of appeal, a lingular fecurity to li» 
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B O O K beity, which had been fubverted by the power 
, ‘ granted to the decemvirs, they not onl^ revived, birt 

Y.B. }o 6 . guarded for the time to come, by enaf^m^ii hew kw; 
b.c. 44^. a That no perfon Ihould ever eleft any ilia^fbatr, 
“ from whom there fhould not be a righr of appeal; 
<< and that if any ihouM elc£l fneh, then h fhould be 
lawful and right to put fuch perfon to death, 
« and the killing of him fhould not be accoimted a 
“ capital offence. And when they had provided 
fufficient barriers for the commons, oy the right of 
appeal on one fide, and the aid of the cribtmcs on 
the other, they renewed to the tribunes themfelves 
the privilege of beii^ deemed kcred and inviolable, 
a matter which now had been almoft forgotten, re- 
viving for the purpofe certain ceremonies which had 
been long difufed. And they not only rendei'cd 
them inviolable, by this religious inftitiition, but by 
a law, enafting, tha^ " whoever Ihould offer injury to 
“ the tribunes of the commons, the aediles, or- the 
“ judges, his perfon fhould be devoted to Jupiter, 
“ and his property confifeated at the temple of Ceres, 
“ Liber and Libera.” Lawyers deny, that, by this 
law, any one is rendered lacred and inviolable; but 
Jay, that the perfon who offers injury to any of thofe. 
Is deemed to be devoted. Accordingly an aedile is 
fometimes feized, and put in confinement by ftipe- 
rior magillrates; which, though it is not a legal pro- 
ceeding, as offering injury to a perfon exempted by 
this law, is yet a proof, that an seclile is not deemed 
facred and inviolable. The tribunes, they allege, be- 
came facred and inviolable, in confequcnce of the old 
oath taken by the commons, when they firft created 
that office. Some expofitors have fuppofed, that, by 
this Horatian law, the fame exemptions were ex- 
tended to the confiils alfo, the confuls being termed 
judges ; and to the prators, as being eledted, under 
(he fame aufpices, with the confuls. But that expo- 
fition is refuted by this argument, that in diole times, 
it was not the cufiom, as it has been fince, to calj 

aeon- 
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a -conful, judgt, but pnetor. Thcfe were the laws ® ^ 

propoled by the coofuls. A regulation was alfo ■ , 'j 

tna^ ^ the ^uie conluls, that the tlecrees of the y. r. %« 6 . 
fenate mould be depofited with the plebeian aedilcs, 
in the temple of Ceres ; they had hitherto been fre-> 
quently fuppKfled tind altered at the pleafure of the 
coniuls. Marcus Duilius, plebeian tribune, aft€r> 
wards propoled to the commons, and tlie commons 
enaded, that “ whoever ftiould caufe the commons, 
to be left without tribunes, or any magiftratc 
** to be eleded from whom there was no appeal, 

« Ihould be punilhed with ftripcs and beheaded.” 

All thefc tranfadions, though highly dilagreeable to 
the patricians, palled without oppofition from them, 
becaufe no feverity was yet aimed at any particular 
perfon, 

LVI. The tribunitlan office* the liberty of 
the commons being thus fixed on a folid foundation, 
the tribunes, judging it now fcafonable and fafe to at> 
tack individuals, iingled out Virginius as the hrlt' 
profecutor, and Appius defendant. Virginius, hav- 
ing preferred a charge againll Appius, and the 
latter coming to the Forum, attended by a crowd of 
young patricians, the light of him and his attendants 
inftantly recalled to every mind his iho^king abufes 
of authority. Virginius then laid, ** long Ipeeches 
** are only of ulie in cafes of a doubtful nature. I 
Ihall therefore, neither wafts time, in defcanting 
** before you on the guilt of this man, from whole 
** cruelty ye have refeued yourfelvcs by force of 
arms ; nor will I fuffer him to add to his other 
crimes, that of impudence, in exculpating himfelf. 

** Wherefore, Appius Claudius, I remit to you, all 
the impious and flagitious deeds, which during 
** two years paft you have dared to commit in con- 
<< ftant fuccefiiom With relpeft to one chatge, 

“ unlefs you name a judge, and engage to acquit 
yourlelf of having, contrary to the laws, lentcnced 

X 3 ** a free 
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® ® ® K ** a free pcrfon to flavery, I order that you be taken 
t , — ** into cuftody.” Neither in the protcfilion of the 
V.R. 306. tribunes, nor in a fentence of the people, could Ap- 
B. C.446. pjus place any hope : yet he both called on the tri- 
bunes for aid, and when that was difregarded, and he 
■was feized by the bailiff, cried out, I appeal." 
This expreflion, the peculiar fafegqard of liberty, 
uttered from that mouth, which had fb lately threat- 
ened the fubverfion of liberty, caufed a general 
lilencej whilft all <vich carneftnefs oblerved one to 
another, that at length it appeared that there were 
** gods, and that they did not uifregard the affairs of 
** mankind. That the punifhmencs which attended 
** pride and cruelty, though they might come late, 
“ were not light. That he now pleaded for the 
right of appeal, who had abolilhed that right: he 
** implored the pro^eftion of the people, who had 
frodden under foot all the people’s rights 5 and he, 
♦* who had fo lately doomed a free perfon to flavery, 
was himfelf refufed the privilege of liberty, and 
* « dragged to prifon,” Amidft thefe murmurs of 
the aficmbly, Appius’s voice was alfo heard implor- 
ing the protedion of the people. He enumerated 
“ the ftrvicts of his anceftois to the Hate, both iq 
“ peace and wai , his own unfoi tunate zeal for the 
intereft of the Roman commons, when, for the 
“ fake of obtaining equitable laws, he religned the 
confulfhip, to the high difpleafure of the patrici- 
« ans: mentioning his own laws; and that while 
they yet remained m force, the framer of them was 
dragged to prifon. But the peculiar advantages, 
“ or difadvaniages attending his particular cafe, he 
would then endeavour to let in a proper light, 
” when he fhould be allowed to make his defence. 
** At prefent, by the common right of every mem- 
ber of the ftate, he, a Roman citizen, accufed of 
“ sfn offence, demanded liberty of fpeaking in his 
, own defence, and the benefit of a trial before the 
; Rdltnan people, 'iphat his ajppreheolions from the 
' ’ populaif 
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popular rage were not fo great, as to deprive him ® ® K 

of all hope fk)m the equity and companion of his f. — . 
countrymen. But if he was led to prifon without X*K- joS. 
being heard in his defence, he again called on the 
tribunes of the commons, and warned them, not 
to follow the example of thole who were the ob- 
jefts of their hatred. But fliould the tribunes ac- 
knowledge themfclves to have combined in the 
fame kind of confederacy, for abolifliing the right 
of calling for their protection, vhich they charged 
the decemvirs with having formed, then, he faid, 
he appealed to the people, and implored the be- 
nefit of the laws concerning appeals, palTed that 
very year at the inftance of the confiils and of the 
tribunes. For who was to appeal, if that privi- 
lege was refufed to a perfon on wliom no fentcnce 
was pafied, and who had not jaeen heard in his de- 
fence ? What plebeian or perfon in a low ftation 
could exped to find proteftion in the laws, if Ap- 
pius Claudius found none ? His cafe would afford 
a proof, whether, by the new laws, tyranny or li- 
berty was eflabhlhcd j and whether appeals to the 
tribunes, and people, againft the injuftice of ma- 
giltrate.s, were cffedually granted, or only held out 
in Ihew, to amufe the people with empty words.” 


LVII. ViRGiNius, on the otlier hand, affirmed, 
that Appius Claudius was the only perfon who was 
not entitled to any of the privileges of the laws, nor 
of civil, nor even of human fociety : dcfircd peo- 
ple to “ look at the tribunal, that fortrefs, where 
ft every kind of wickednefs had found impunity ; 
“ where that perpetual decemvir, venting his ^ry on 
** the goods, the perfons, and lives of the citizens, 
“ threatening all with his rods and axes, fhewing an 
“ utter contempt both of gods and men, eqroinr 
« paired with executioners, not Hftors, ch<»nging at 
length his purfuits from rapines and murucr , % 
** the gratifications of lull:, had, befoxc ‘ • ‘ «>' 
X 4 ' " v! . 
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® ® P' ^ " the Roman people, tom a free-bom maid from the 
ji " embraces of her &ther, as if ihe had been a cap- 
** tive taken in war, ^ given her as a prefent to. 

B. C.44S. « Qjjg |jjj clients, the pandar of his feafet plea- 
** fares } where, by a cruel decree, and a dccifioij 
** dilated by^tbe blackeft villainy, he artped die; 

. ** hand of a &ther againft his child i where, more 
llrondy alFedcd by the difej^intment of his luft, 
** than by her untiinely death, he had ordered the 
** uncle, and fpouie, of the maid, while employed in 
railing her ufelefs body, to be dragged to prifon. 
** The prifon was built for him as w^U as for others, 
«* though he ufed to call it the man0<^ of the Ro- 
« man commons. Wherefore, ;;hough he Ihould 
** appeal ever lb often, he would as often infift on 
«* his abiding the decilion of a judge, on the charge 
« of his haying fentenced a free perfon to llaveiy, 
«* And if he declined appearing before a judge, 
<* would now ordef him, as convided, to be carried 
** into confinement.” Accordingly he was thrown 
, , into prifon, a ftep, wlijch^ though difapproved by 
none, yet gave occafion to much ferious refleftion j 
the commons themlelyes conlidering their own pri- 
vileges as carried rather too far, in the puniflimcnt 
inflided on a perfon of fuch confequcnce. The tri- 
bune deferred his trial to a diftant day. Meanwhile, 
ambafiadors came to Rome from the Latines and 
Hcrnicians, with congratulations on the re-eftablilh- 
ment of concord between the pariicians and com- 
mons, and, as an offering on that account to Jupiter 
fupremely good and great, carried to the Capitol a, 
golden crown, of fmall weight,. as riches at that time 
did not abound, and the worlhip of the gods was* 
perforined with, greater piety, than magnificence. 
The fame peribns ^o brought iqformauon that the 
JEqoans and Volfcians were preparing for war witl^ 
the utmoff vigour. Tlw confuls were therefore or- 
to divi& the provinces ^tween them : the 
'ij|$ ^ to Honunus, the AEquam and Volfcian^ 
’ ' ' to 
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tp Valerius. Qn their proclaiming a levjr of troops B 0 o jc 
for thofe war$, fo highly were tlwy regarded hy the . ^ 

commons* that not only the fom^r men, but even y^r!^, 
a great nmnlxr of thofe whoha4 wred out the leg^ b.c. 44«> 
time, amended, moiUy as voltERtecrs, to give in their 
names. Thus die of the army was increafed 

^yond what was nfua], not only in refpefl: of num-. 
ber, bjit alfo of the kind of foldiers that compofed 
: a omi^erable proportion of whom were veterans, 

^fore they marched out of the «ty, they engraved 
on brafs, and 6xed up, in public view, the laws of the 
decemvirs, which are calm the ** Twelve Tables:” 
foroe writers, however, fay, that this bufinefs was per> 
formed by the asdilcs* in purfoance pf orders from 
the tribunes, 

LVIII. C Aivs Claudius, uncle to Appius, detefl;^ 
h>g the iniquitous proceedings of tjie decemvirs, and, 
above all, difgufted at the arrogant condudl; of his 
.|;tephew, had redred to Regillum, the country of his 
apeeftors. Alarmed at the danger which now* 
threatened him, whole vices he had fled to avoid the 
i^ght ofj old as he was, he returned, in hopes of de- 
precating fhe mupcadiag mifehief: he appeared in 
the Forum, clad in a mourning habit, and furround- ^ 
ed by his reladons and dependents j he implored the ' 
fkvour and protedion of every individual citizen he 
met widi, and befought them ** not to tlirow fuch a 
** liain upon the Claudian family, as to fliew that 
they drought them deferring of imprifonment and 
f chains; reprefented to them, that a perfon,whofe 
** image would be revered among pofterity, as dif- 
** tinguilhed by the higheft honours, the framer of 
** their laws, the founder of the Roman jurifpru- 
“ dence, lay in fetters among common thieves and 
robbers. He begged that they would for a while 
“ fuipend fcientment, and employ their thoughts in 
candid examination and cool reflection j and grant 
to the interceflioa of fuch a numbci: of Claudii, 

■ M the'-' 
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•®' d ci the pirdon of one iMiyidtial, hither th^n tJifough 
“ hatred towards one, f^j(f£t the prayei^Oif d thuld- 
Y.|t, 3 o 6. “ tljde ; declaring, tn^t 'm fiirOrelf, jti hte^’dt'efcnc 
lt.ti.44S, »* condtld, was a^atigi^ tacr^ly, by i regUra to the 
** race and to thj; naifie : fef Btf h|d hot i^nttvjtd any 
** fMeudly ihtercourfe ti^th"'ih'fc penfoh fdr whpfe 
Wretdied fituation he Wilhedto 'lShd a fetnedy: 
** that, by fortitude, liberty had been recovered; 
«* and by clcmendy, harinoriy might jbe eftfiblifhed 
*» among the feveVal orders of the ftate.” He 
brought fevcral to ihclitie to his Ede, rather in con- 
iideration of his own laudable attachment to hk fa- 


mily, than of the merits of his cadfc, whofe intcreft 
he efpoufed. On the other handj' Vitginius be- 
fought them, rather to beftow their cothpaffiOn oh 
. « him and his daughter ; and not to liften to the 
“ prayers of the CJaudian family, who feehfted to 
« think they had* a natural right tO tyrahnize over 
« the commons ; but to thofe qf* the near relations 
f* of Virginia, their three^lriburfcs ; who, having 
** been eledted for the proteflion of the cOmmoftS,^ 
“ now, in their own cauft, irnplored fromthe“com- 
mons favour and proteftion." The teats of the 
latter feemed better entitled to pity. Wherefore 
Appius, precluded from all hope, vofo'ntarily put an 
end to his life, before the day arrived tcf which the 
trial had beert adjourned. Immediately after, Pub- 
lius Numitorius arraigned SpuriUS C^pius, who 
flood ne^ct in the way of the public indignation, as 
having been prefCnt in the city When ’the dhjuft fcn- 
tenCe Was pronounced by his colleague. However, 
an ad df iujuftice, committed by Hiffifelf, drew on 
Oppius greater weight of public refentment, than 
his not having prevented the other. A witnefs Was 
produced, who reckoned up twehty-feven campaigns, 
which he had ferved in the army : during which fer- 
he proved that he had been eight times parti- 
diftihgUilhed by honourable rewards; thefe 
4 he* pfpdhicrM, I6 the view of the people; 

and 
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and then, throwing open his garment, he Ihewcd ® K 
Jiis Jback niangied wit|i ftripes ; begging no other ■ — j 
terms' of favouTi thin that ** if the acculW could Y.R. jeS. 
name any one offence of which he had ever been*'®*®’ 


guilty, he fhould h?ivc liberty, though a private 
citizen, to repeat the fame cruel treatment towards 
him.” Oppius was thrown into prifon, and be- 
fore the day of trial put an end to his life. The 
tribunes confifeated the property of Appius and Op- 
pius. Their colleagues went oufof the country into 
exilcj and their property likewife was confifeated. 
Then Marcus Claudius, who laid claim to Virginia, 


was brought to trial and condemned ; but Virginius 
himfclf agreeing to a mitigation of the fcntencc, lb 
rar as it affeded his life, he was difeharged, and went 
into exile to Tibur. And now the fhadc of Virgi- 


nia, whofe caufc proved more^ fortunate after her 
death, than during her life, aftef having roamed 
through fo many houfes in queft of vengeance, retted 
at length in peace, none of the guilty being left un- 
puniflied. ' 


LIX. The patricians were filled with dreadful ap- 
prehenfions, for the tribunes feemed now to wear 
the fame countenance which had formerly marked 
the decemvirs, when Marcus Duilius, tribune of the 
commons, impofed a falutary rettraint on their pow-' 
er, now tending to excefs, telling them, We have 
“ proceeded to a futticient length, both in aflerting, 
“ our liberty, and in punifhing our enemies. Where- 
“ fore, during the remainder of this year, I will not 
“ fuffer any perfon cither to be brought to. trial, 
or to be put in confinement. For, I think it 
“ highly, improper, that old crimes now buried fa 
“ oblivion, Ihould be again dragged forth to notice, 
after recent Ones have been expiated, by the pu- 
“ nifhment of die decemvirs j and we have fuffici- 
ent fecurity, in the unremitting attention, evtr 
Ihewn by both our confuls to the intcrefts of H- 

• bcft}', 
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BOOK « be tty, that no inftance of mifeonduf): will hence* 

. j « forth occur, which can require die interpofition of 
Y.K. jos. the tribunitian power.” This moderation of the 
B.C. 446. tribune firft didipated the fears of the patricians j and, 
at the lame time, incrcafcd their ill-will towards the 
confuls i for they had been fo entirely devoted to 
the intereft of the commons, that even a plebeian 
ma^ftrate had (hewn more readineis tq confult die 
liberty and lafety of the patricians, than they, who 
were themfelves patricians ; and their enemies were 
weary of infliding punilhments on them, before the 
confuls Ihewed any intention of oppofing the vib- 
knee of their meafures ; and many faid, that the 
fenate had betrayed a want of firmnefs, in giving 
their approbation to the laws which they propofed i 
ia fa£);, there was not a doubt, but, in this troubled 
ftate of the public aiiairs, they had yielded to the 
times, , * 

LX. After all bulinefs in the city was adjufted, 
find the rights of the commons firmly eilablilhcd, the 
conhils departed to their refpedlive provinces. Va- 
krius prudently delayed engaging with the armies of 
the ^quans and Volfcians, who had by this time 
formed a junflion in the diiiridt of Algidum : had he 
attempted to bring the matter to an immediate deci- 
fion, fuch was the temper of mind, both of the Ro- 
mans, and of their enemies, in confequence of the 
misfortunes which had attended the aufpices of the 
decemvirs, that, 1 know not whether the contefl; 
would not have coll him a heavy lofs. Pitching his 
camp at the diftance of a mile from the enemy, he 
kept his men quiet. The enemy filled the middle 
^ce, between the two camps, with their troops, in 
order of battle, and gave feveral challenges to fight, 
to which no Roman returned an anfwer. Fatigued 
at kngth with {landing, and waiting in vain for an en- 
Hig^mcnt, the iBquans an^ Volfcians conlidering 
^^ tt almoft . equivalent to an acknowledgment of 
'■.v'i.w , '■ the 
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the viftory in their favour, detached feveral jpartles B 0,0 it 
to make depredations, fome againU the Hernicians, . j 
others againfl; the Latines; leaving rather a guard to y.r. ^oi. 
the camp, than fuch a force as could contend with 
the enemy: which, as foon as the conful underftood, 
he retorted on them the menaces which they had ufed 
to him before, and drawing up his troops, advanced 
to provoke the enemy to battle: and when con- 
lidering what a great part of their force was abfent, 
they declined the fight, the Romans inftantly afTumed 
frclh courage, and looked upon- thofe troops as al- 
ready vanquifced, -who, through fear, kept within 
their rampart. After ftanding the whole day in rea- 
dinefs for aftion, they retired at the approach of 
night. The Romans, on their part, full of confi- 
dence, employed the night in refrefhing themfclves. 

The enemy, very differently affeded, difpatched 
melTengcrs in the utmoft hurry to every quarter, to 
call in the plundering parties : Tup h as were in the 
neareft places, returned with fpeed ; thofe who had 
gone to a greater diffance could not be found. As 
foon as day appeared, the Romans marched out of 
their camp, reiblved to aflault the enemy’s rampart, 
if they fhould refufe to fight j and, when a great part 
of the day had pafTed, and no motion was made by 
the enemy, the conful ordered the troops to advance. 

On the army beginning to move, it fired the indig- 
nation of the ^quans and Volfcians, to think that 
vidorious troops were to be defended by a rampart, 
rather than by valour and arms: wherefore, theyalfo 
earneftly demanded the fignal for battle, in which 
they were gradfied by their leaders. And now, half 
of them had got out of the gates, and the refl fol- 
lowed in regular order, marching down each to his 
own poff, when the Roman conful, before the ene- 
my’s line coukl be completed, and ftrengthened 
with their whole force, advanced to the engage- 
ment i fell on them, before either the whole were 
drawn out of the camp, or.thofo who were, had com- 
pleted 
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1 o ,o 1C pletcd theii- diipofitbn; and thus encountered art 
^ unflreadv multkude, who were hurryitua; from one 

place to another, and throwing their eyes about on 
lt.c.44^ themlelves and their friends, while he added to their 
confufion by a fhout, and a violent onfet. At fird# 
the enemy gave ground, but afterwards colledted 
their fpirits, their leaders on every fide.afking tl^m 
in reproach, if they intended to yield to vanquilhed 
cneipies ; and the fight was renewed. 


tXl. On the other fide, the Roman conful de- 
iired his troops to reflefb, that, “ on that day, for 
the firft time, they, as free men, fought for Rome, 
“ as a free city ; that they were to conquer for 
“ themlelves, and not in order to become a prize to 
the decemvirs ; that they were not a<d:ing under 
** the orders of Appius, but of their conful Valerius, 
** defeended from the deliverers of the Roman pco- 
“ pie, and, himfelf; one of their deliverers. He 
bade them Ihew, that in the former battles, the 
“ lofs of vidory had been owing to the leaders, not 
to the foldicrs. He told them, it would be fcan- 
“ dalous to polTefs more courage againft their coun- 
trymen, than againft their enemies, and to be more 
“ afraid of ftavery, at home, than abro^id } that Vir* 
ginia had been the only perfon whole chaftity was 
in danger in time of peace } and Appius, their 
** countryman, the only one from whofc lull danger 
was to be dr<iadedi but that, Ihould the fortune 


of war turn againft them, the children of every 
** one of them would be in danger, from fo many 
** thoulands of enemies. That he was unwilling, on 
acaiunt of the omen, to mention fuch things, as 
** neither Jupiter, nor father Mars, would fuffer to 
happen to a city built under fuch auljpices.” He 
put them in mind of the Aventine and facred mounts. 


»od that “ they ought to bring back dominion un- 
** impaired to that fppt, where a few months ago 
hadobtatned toertyj to Ihew. that the Roinaa 
' ' “ foldicrs 
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“ foUiers retained the fame abiHtics.after the ejfpuU 8 o q jii:' 
** fion of the decemvirs, which they had pofleHed . 

before their appointment j and that the valour of y,K* 
the Roman pjople was not diminilhed by the ®*C* 

" cfllablilhtpenc of laws which equalized their rights. ’* 

After (peaking to thjs purpofe among the battalions 
of the infan, tty, he flew from thence to the cavalry., 

Com? on, young men,” faid he, ** Ihcw that 
** ye excel the infantry in valour, as ye excel them 
“ in honour and in rank. The infantry at the firft 
** onfet have made the enemy give way j before they 
“ recover, the Ihock, give the reins to your horfcs, 

“ and driVe them out of dxe field j they will not 
“ fuppqrt your cj^rge, and even now, they rather 
hefltate than refifti” They fpuired on their 
horfes, and drove furidufly againfi: the enemy, who 
were already difordered by the attack of the foots 
and after they had broken "through the ranks, and 
pufhed on to the rear of their line, a part of them, 
wheeling round in the open fpace,’ cut olF the ene- 
my’s retreat to their camp, towards which the greater 
number of them now began to fly on all fides ; and, > 
by riding'On. before them, compelled them, through 
fear, to take another courfe. The line of infantry, 
andthe conful himfelf, with the main body- of the 
army, riiflicd into the camp, and made themfeives 
mafters of it, killing a vafl; number, and getting 
pofleflion of booty ftill greater in proportion. The 
news of this yi^pry was carried both to the city, and 
to the other jcatpp in the country of the Sabines: in 
the city, it excited only general joy } in the camp it 
fired the minds of the foldiers with emulation of the 
glory their fellow foldiers had acquired. Horatius 
had already, by inuring them to excurfions, and try- 
ing them in fkirmilhes, accuftomed them, rather to 
place confidence in themfeives, than to think of the 
ignominy which had been incurred under the com- 
mand of the decemvirs j and thefe flight engage- 
ments had ftrengfhcned their hopes with regard to a 

general. 
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® ® ^ general one. Nor did the Sabines, who were rert- 

dered prefumptuous by riicir fuccefies in tlic laft 

Y.R. jp6. year, ceafe to provoke and urge them to fight; 

R.C. 446 . afking, “ why they wafted time in tiifiing excur- 
fions and retreats fike marauders ? and, inftead of 
** making one main effort to decide a fihgle war, 
multiply their operations into a number of infig- 
** nificant Ikirmiflies ? Why not come to a general 
** engsjgement in the field, and let fortune determine 
** the iwfl:ory at once ?” 


LXII. The Romans, beiides that they had now, 
of thetofelves, acquired a high degree of courage, 
were eaafperated at die diftionour which it would 
reficA on them, if the other army were to return 
viflorious to Rome, while they lay expolM to the 
abufc and infults of the enemy : ** and when/* fiiid 
they, ** (ball we ever be a match for the enemy, if 
** we are not at prefent When the confu) urider- 
ftood that filch Were the fentiments generally ex- 
preffed by the foldiers in the camp, he called them 
' to an affembly, and faid, ** Soldiers, I fiippoie ye 
have heard the iffue of the campaign in Al^dum : 
** the army have behaved as became the army of a 
** free people. Through the judicious conduA of 
*« my colleague, and die valour of the foldiers, vic- 
** tory has been obtained. For my pare, what plan 
** I am to adopt, or what degree of refoludon I am 
** to entertain, depends, foldiers, upon you. The 
** war may either be prolonged with advantage, or 
•* it may be brought to a fpeedy conclufitW If it 
** b to be prolonged, I (hall take care, that, through 
** means of the lame difei^ine with which I began, 
** your hopes and your valour ftiall every day in- 
«* creafe. If ye have already enough of courage, 
and wilh for a Ipeedy decifion, come On, raife here 
«* a Ihout, fuch as ye would raife in the field. That 
„ ** will demonftrate your inclinations and your cou- 
^ ^e,,” The lliout being raifed with uncommon 
' alacrity, 



OF ROME. 


32 t 


alacrity, he alTured thchi,' that, ** whh the good fa- ® ® 

“ yoiir of fortune, he would comply with their dc- i. j 

" fire, and would next day lead them to the field.” y.r. jo®. 
ihe remainder of that day was Ipent in putting ®'^’*4*** 
their arms in order. On the following, as ibon as 
the Sabines perceived that the Romans were forming 
theif iihe of battle, they al(o marched out, having 
for a long time ardently wifhed for an opportunity 
of fighting. The battle was fuch as might be ex- 
pedted, between armies both of whom were alfured 
of their own courage ; the one animated by a long 
and uiilntcrruptcd career of glory, the other lately 
elevated by unufual fuccefs. The Sabines added to 
their ftrength the advantage of a ftratagem ; far, af- 
ter forming a line equal to that of the enemy, they 
kept two thoufand men in referve, who were to 
make a pufh during, the heat of the engagement on 
the left wing of the Romans. When thefe, by at- 
tacking their flank, were likely ter overpower that 
wing, which was thus, in a manner, furrounded, the 
cavalry of two legions, amounting to about fix hun- , 
dred, leaped from their horfes, and rufhing forward 
to the front of their party, who were giving way, 
flopped the progrefs of the enemy, and at the fame 
time roufed the courage' of the infantry, both by 
taking an equal ihare of the danger, and by exciting 
their emulation j for they reflefted, that if would be 
lhameful that the horfe lliould incur double danger, 
by difeharging both their own duty and that of others j 
and that the foot Ihould not be equal to the horfe, 
even when they were difmounted. 


LXIII. They prelTed forward therefore to the 
fight, which on their part had been fufpended, and 
endeavoured to recover the ground which they had 
loft. In a moment the fight was not only reftored to 
an equality, but that wing of the Sabines compelled 
to give way. The herfemen then, covered between 
tlfe' ranks of the foot, retired to their horfes, and 
, yoi. I. y galloped 
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® ® o K ^lloped acrofs to the other wing ; they carried wirit 
_p them an account of this fucceij} and, at the fanjc 
V.^. 30^. time, ra^de a charge on the enemy, diiheartened by 
B. c. 44fi- the defeat of the ftronger wing of their army. None 
difplayed, in that batde, more confpitiuous bravery. 
The cphibrs attention jvas every where employed. 
He commended the brave, and reproved the remils. 
Thefe immediately on being rebuked, exerted themi- 
felves like men of fpirit ; lhame flimulating diem as 
powerfully, as commendation had done the others; 
The Ihdut being raifed anew, and all Uniring their 
efforts, they drove the enemy from their ground, 
and then the force of the Romans could no longer 
be refifted. The Sabines .were difpcrfcd all over 
the country, and left their camp a prey to -the enemy. 
There the Romans recovered not the effefts of their 
allies, as was the cafe in Algidum, but their own, 
which they had loft, in the devaftation of the coun- 
try. For this dfouble viftory obtained in two bat- 
tles, in different places, the fenate, fo unwilling were 
they to gratify the confuls, decreed a fupplication, 
in their name, of one day only. The people, how- 
ever, went in great numbers, on the fecond day alfo, 
to offer thankfgivings, and this irregular, and popu- 
lar fupplication, was celebrated with rather greater 
zeal than the other. The confuls by concert came 
to the city within a day of each other, and called out 
the fenate to the field of Mars j where, while they 
Were relating the fervices which they had performed, 
the principal fenators began to complain, that the 
iei||re was, purpofely, held in the midft of the fol- 
dierC to keep them in terror. The confuls therefore, 
to take away all grounds for fuch a charge, removed 
the fenate into the Flaminian meadows, to a place 
where the temple of Apollo now ftands, called, even 
at that time, the Circus of Apollo. Here, a vafl 
majority of the fenators concun-ing in refilling a tri- 
|bmph, Lucius IcUius, tribune of the commons, prp- 
* ,p^fc^ to the pebpfe, the ordering a triumph to 

10 confuls. 
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canffals. ManJ' ftood forth to afgue againft this B K 
proceet&g > particularly Caius Claudius exclaimed, . j 
that “ it was over the patricians, not over the ene- Y.r. jofc 
** toy, that the confols wifoed to triumph ; and, ♦+** 
“ that they fought it as a return for their private 
ktndnefs to a tribune, not as an honour due to- 
Vakntr. . That a triumph was a matter which had 
“ never^ hitherto, been direfted by the peopk j but 
“ the judgrtient on the merit, and the dilpofalof it, 

“ had always been in the fenatc. That even the 
“ kings had not in this relpeft derogated from the 
** roajefty of that order, the principal one in the 
“ ftate. He charged the tribunes, not to occupy 
" every department, fo entirely, with their own 
" authority, as to leave no room for the deliberation 
** of the public j and alTerted, that by no other means 
** could the ftate be free, or die laws equalized, than 
** by each order maintaining its.own rights^ and its 
owri dignity.” Though many* arguments were 
ufed to the fame purpofe by the other elder fena- 
tors, yet every one of the tribes approved of the pro- , 
polition. This was the firft infiance of a triumph 
celebrated by order of the people, without the appro- 
bation of the fenate. 

LXIV. This viftory of the tribunes and com- 
mons was very near terminating in a wanton irregu- 
larity of pernicious tendency, a confpiracy being 
formed among the tribunes to procure the re-eledtion 
of the fame perfons to that office j and, in order that 
their own ambition might be the lefs confpicuous, to 
re- elcft the fame confuls. They alleged, as a pre- 
text, a combination of the patricians to fap the foun- 
dation of the rights of the commons, by the affronts 
which they threw upon the confuls. « What would be 
the confequcnce,” they fdd, “ if, before the laws 
were firmly eibblUhed, confuls fhould, with the 
« power of their faftions, make an attack on the 
new tribunes? JFor they could not always have 
. Y a “ Valerii 
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K « yaltrii and Horacii for confuls, who would poft- 
, ** pone their own intercft to thi? liberty of the com- 
3o«. “ mons.” By a concurrence of ctrcumftances, for- 
tunate at the jundbure, the o^ce of preliding at the 
cledlion fell moft luckily to the lot of Marcus Duili- 
us, a man of prudence, and who clearly perceived 
what a heavy load of public difpleafiire they would 
probably have to fuflain, if they fhbuld be continued 
in office. He declared, that he would admit no vote 
for any of the former tribunes j while his colles^ues 
ftrenuoufly infifted,“that he ffiould leave the tribes at 
liberty to vote as they thought proper j or elfe, 
ffiould give up his turn of prefiding to his colleagues, 
who would hold the eledtion, according to the laws, 
rather than according to the pleafure of die patri- 
cians. Duilius, on finding a contell: thus forced up- 
on him, called the . confuls to his leat, and afked 
them what was their intention with rcfpedl: to the 
eledtion of confuls ? To which they anfwered, that 
they intended to appoint new confuls. Having thus 
.gained popular fupporters of his unpopular meafure, 
he advanced together with them into the aflcmbly. 
The confuls being there produced before the peo- 
ple, and afked, in what manner they would adb, ffiould 
the Roman people, out of gratitude for having, by 
their means, recovered their liberty, and for their me- 
ritorious and fuccefsful fervices in war, appoint them 
a fecond time to the confulfhip, declared the fame 
refolution as before. On which, after many eulogi- 
ums ^id to the confuls, for perfevering in a line of 
conduA' quite different from that of the decemvirs, 
he proceeded to the elcftion ^ and when five tribunes 
of the commons were cledled, the other candidates 
not being able to make up the requifite number of 
tribes, on account of the eagernefs with which the 
nine tribunes openly pufted for the office, he dif- 
il^ffed the affembly, and did not call one afterwards 
eleebion. He faid, that he had fulfilled the 
which, without any where fpccifying the num- 
ber 
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bcr of tribunes, only enaftcd, that tribunes fliould book 
be left} and he recited the terms of the law, in . ^ 

which' it is faid, '** If I propole ten tribunes of the y r. jeSi, 
«* commons, in cafe they fliould on that day make a 
** left number than ten tribunes, then the perfons 
** whom thefe lhall alTume as colleagues to them- 
** fclvcs, lhall be legal tribunes of the commons, 
with the fame privileges as thofe whom ye on that 
“ day made tribunes of the commons.” Duilius, 
perfevering to the laft, and declaring the common- 
wealth could not have fifteen tribunes, after baffling 
the ambition of his colleagues, refigned his office, 
with high approbation both from the patricians and 
the plebeians. 


LXV. Thb new tribunes of the commons Ihewed Y.R. joy. 


in their elctftion of colleagues, an inclination to gra- 
tify the patricians. They chofe fwo, who were pa- 


tricians and even confulars, Spurius Tar;'eius and 
Aulus Atefius. The confuls, then elefted, were 


Largius Herminius and Titus Virginius Ccelimonta- 
nus, men not warmly attached to cither partj^of pa- 
tricians or plebeians. They had a peaceful year 
both at home and abroad. Lucius Trebonius, tri- 


bune of the commons, a bitter enemy to the patri- 
cians, becaufe, as he faid, he had been impofed on 
by them, and betrayed in the affair of chooling col- 
leagues, carried a propofal that whoever took the 
votes of the commons on the eleftion of plebeian 
tribunes, Ihould continue dhe proceedings until he 
fliould return ten plebeian tribunes. Hefpentthe 
whole time of his office, in creating uneafinefs to 
the patricians, from whence the furname of Afper 
(harfli) was given him. Marcus Geganius Maceri- y.r. j©*,, 
nus and Caius Julius, the next confuls chofen, pre- 444* ^ 
vented the ill effefts of fome combinations, formed 


by the tribunes, againft the young nobles i without 
(aking any harfli fteps againft tliofe magiftrates, and. 


Y 3 


at 
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B o o K at the fame time preferving unhurt the %:hlty of 
_ f the patricians. Wifhing to give time for cm mat-. 
y.R. jpg. ter to cool, they reftrained the commons from rifi% 
B. C. 444. in fcdition by a proclamation for a levy of troops, to 
a£i; a^inft the iEquans and Volfcians. C^vk||, as a 
fufficient reafon, that while harmony prevailed in the 
city, every thing abroad was alfo in quiet, but when- 
ever civil difeord broke out, their foreign enemies 
aflumed new courage. This care to preferve peace 
abroad, proved the»caufe of dpmeftic concord. But 
each of the orders always took an improper advan- 
tage of moderadon in the other. As loon as the 
commons grew quiet, the younger patricians b^n 
to infiilt them. When the tribunes attempted to 
proteft the weaker party, even at firft, they were of 
little ufe } afterwards, they themfelves lhared the ill - 
treatment, particularly in the laft months, becaufe 
the combinations, fhen formed among tiie more 
powerful, encouraged them to ufe thofe officers ill, 
and the vigour of every magiftracy generally relaxes 
"fomewhat in the latter part of the year. And now 
tlie commons began to think that they had nothing 
to hope from their tribunes, unlefs tliey got fuch as, 
Icilius, for thofe whom they had for two years pall 
were but nominal tribunes. On the other fide the 
elder patricians, although they were convinced that 
the younger part of their body carried their pre- 
fumption too for, yet were better plcafed, if the 
bounds of moderation were to be exceeded, that their 
own party fliould polfofs a redundancy of fpirit, than 
their adverfories. So difficult it is to preferve mo- 
defajion in the afferring of liberty, while, under the 
pretence of a dcGre to balance rights, each elevates 
himfelf in fuch a manner, as to depreis another ; for 
rnen are apt, by the very meafures which they adopt 
to ftee themfolves from fear, to become the (fojefls 
foar to others j and to fallen upon tiiem the bur- 
of injuftice, which they have thrown off from 



p F R p M E. |a^ 

thcfr 9wn Ihouldcrs : as if there exifteci, in nature, a B ftp K 
perpeti]^ peceffiiy, cither of 4oing, or of fuffering . j. 
inj^. " ■ 

LXVI. The nextconfuls clcftcd, Titus Quintius y.r. 309. 
Capitotinus a fourth time, and Agrippa Fqrius, found, B.c. 44 }* 
at the commencement of their year, neither fedition 
at home, nor war abroad, but reafon fufficient to 
apprehend both. The diffenfions of the citizens 
could no longer be kept within bounds, both tri- 
hunes and commons being highly exafperated a^inft 
the patricians, and every charge brought againft any 
of the nobility conftantly embroiling the affemblies 
with new contefts. ‘As foon as thefe werc.noifed 
abroad, the ^quans and Volfcians, as if they had 
waited for this fignal, immediately took up arms i 
being, at the fame time, perfuaded by their leaders, 
who were eager for plunder, th,at the levy which had 
been proclaimed the laft year had been found im- 
praAicable, the commons rcfufing obedience j and 
that, for that reafon, no army had been fent againft 
themj that dieir military difeipUne was fubvert* 
ed by licentioufneis, and that Rome was no longer 
confidcred as their common country •, that all the 
refentment and animofity, which they had entertain- 
ed againft foreigners, was now turned againft each 
other, and that now there was a favourable opportur 
nity of cruftilng thofc wolves, while they were blind- 
ed by inteftine rage. Having therefore united their 
forces, they laid wafte the country of Latium j where, 
none attempting to obftruft them, and the promoterjs 
of the war highly exulting, they advanced to the 
very walls of Rome, carrying on their ravages op- 
pofite to the Efquilinc gate, infulting the city with ^ 
view of the devaftation of the country. Froip 
thence, they matched back without moleftation, ip 
regular order, driving the prey before them to Cor- 
bio. And then Quintius tlie conful fummoned the 
people to an allembly. 

Y4 


LXVIl 



328 THEHISTORY 

^ ^ LXVII. There, as wc a« told, he ^oke to tl)ls 

1 -.— f purpofe : “ Although unconfeious of any mt&ondu(% 
. Y. R. 309. “ on my part, yet it is with the utmoft fiiame, Ro- 
B. C. 443. €€ njjins, that I am come here, to meet you, in af- 
** fcmbly. YP Ihould be witnefles of fuch an 

** event, that it Ihould be handed down, on record, 
” to pofterity ; that, in the fourth confulate of Titus 
** Quintius, the iEquans aqd Volfcians, who, a 
** fhort time ago, were barely a match for the Her- 
nicians, Ihould h^ye marched in arms, without mo-: 
“ leftation, to the walls of the city of Rome ! Could 
** I have forefeen :hat this ignominy was referved 
f‘ for this particular year, though fuch is the general 
** ftate of manners for a long time paft, fuch the 
condition of affairs, that my mind could prefage 
no good, I would yet have avoided this honoura- 
“ ble poft, by exile or by death, if there had been 
** no other way of efcaping it. Could Rome then 
‘‘ have been takeri in my confulfliip, if thofe arins, 
** that were at our gates, had been in the hands of 
f* men of courage ? I had enjoyed enough of ho- 
<* nours, more than enough of life ; I ought not to 
** have outlived my third confuHhip. But, of whom 
« have thofe moft daftardly enemies dared to Ihew 
** foch contempt; of us confuls? or of you Ro- 
mans ? If the fault lies in us, deprive us of the 
coiiimand, as unworthy of it, and if that be not 
enough, inflidt fome farther punifhment upon us : 
if in you, may no divine, or human, being punilh 
your tranfgrcffions, only may ye yourfelves gain 
a proper fenfe of them. They havd not been ac- 
tuated by contempt of you, as fuppofing you void 
of fpirit, nor by confidence in their own valour. 
After being fo often routed and put to flight, 
beaten out of their camps, ftripped of their terri- 
tories, and fent under the yoke, they well know 
both themfclves and you. Party diffenfions are 
the banc of this city ; the ftruggles between the- 
;* patricians and th(^>plcbcians, while neither we fix 
' “ due 
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^ ^ue limits to our authority, nor yc to your liberty} ® ® ® 

'* wl^e yc wilh to get rid of patrician, we of pie- . 

** beian magiftrates, they haveaiTumedunufualcou- Y,S- 3osf. 

rage. In the name of the gods, what would ye ®*C-44ii 
** have ? Ye wilhed for tribunes of the commons 
for the lake of concord, we granted them to you, 

** Ye longed for decemvirs } we allowed them to be 
** created. Ye grew weary of decemvirs } we com- 
** pelled them to refign the office. Your refentment 
** againft them continuing, even, after they were di- 
veiled of their public charafter, we fufered men 
** of the moft diftinguilhed families and ftaciohs to 
** die, and go into exile. Ye wilhed again to create 
** tribunes of the commons } ye created them. Al- 
** though we faw manifeft injuftice to the patricians, 

** in electing men of your order, to the confullhip ; 

** yet have we beheld that patrician magiftracy, along 
** with the reft, conceded to the ^commons. Thetri- 
** buhes power of protefting the privilege of appeal 
to the people } the afts of the commons rendered 
binding on the patricians } our own rights fubvert-* 

“ ed, under the pretext of equalizing the laws } all 
** this we have endured, and ftill endure. Where 
“ then will be the end of our diffenfions ? Shall we 
“ ever be allowed to have an united city and one 
common country ? We, the party vanquilhed, fit 
** down in quiet, with greater compofure, than ye 
who have gained the vidlory. Do ye think it 
enough, that to hs, ye are objedts of terror ? 

Againft us, the Aventine is taken ; againft us, the 
facred mount is feized. But when the Efquiline is 
almoft taken by the enemy, no one appears in its 
defence. The Volfcian foe fcales your rampart, 
and not a man drives him back. Againft us ye 
« exert your courage, againft us ye readily take 
“ arms.” 

LX VIII. ** Nqw then that ye have blockaded the 
** fenate-houle, rendered the Forum the feat of 

hoftilitics. 



THE 

<* WkJ filled the prifi>n vitfi pflUP'P^ 

citiz^ensi Ihcw an c^u4 degree qf ana 

« marcfi out through the ErquHjnc g^e^ pr, \l ye 
bfve not cour^ for that, view frpin the :w^U. 

« yqur ^ds 4cfoTatcd with fire aod fworq, the plpO:: 

** der carried off, and |hc bivoing hotrfes^ l^ohing 

5‘ aU around. But ye wiU it is tfic public w^relt 

that fiiffcrs by thefc paeans, by the countiy being 
5f wafted with fire, the city befieged, and 

ewoying the .honour of the war. Bejtfoi bijti 

« will alk, in what‘fituation arc your jprivatc atfairs . 

** Soon will every one of you hear fropa the ,coun~. 
•* try accounts of his own lo&s : apd what ipcans 
« have ye, at home, of procuring a cqm^nfatioo 
«* for them? Will the tribunes bring back and re, 
ftore what ye have loft ? T alk, and words, tl^y 
,« wiU load you with, until ye are tired, and accufa- 
tions againil the principal citizens>ai\d laws heaped 

upon laws, and 'public affemblics: but, from tbcic 

aflemblics, never did one of you return Home with 
. « an increafe of fubftance or fortune, f^t me fee 
« one of you, who ever carried home aught to his 
« wife and children,’ except hatreds, quarrels, am- 
« mofities, public and private > from die ill etteCts 
y of which ye have always been fcrcened, not by 
your own merit and innocence, but by the protec- 
tion of others. But, I will #rm, tliat, when ye 
« ufed to make your campaigns, under the command 
« of us confuls, not of your tribunes, in the camp, 
« not in die Forum } when your Ihout ufed to ftnke 
« terror into the enemy in the field, not into die 
** Roman nobles in an affembly; after eni idling 
yoiirfelves with plunder, taking poffelTion of the 
« enemy’s l^uids, and acquiring a plentiful ftock ol 
wealth and of glory, both to the public and to 
« yourfelves ; then ye returned home in triumph to 
' " your families ; now, ye differ the enemy to depart 
hiden with your property. Continue immoveably 
ikd to your i^cmblics, and live m the 
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« SidU of figb^ng, which ye fo 

« oufly ^void, pu|rfue« fop. Was it too gfTpajC a . ■ 

f* hardAiip t» njwoh jput againft the ^uaijs and , 

** Vplfpjuis ? T»c ww is at your gates. If not rc-^ ?!**♦•!» ' 
peiled frojij thence, it wjU fhorjly be within the ' 
f* walls* It will feale the citadel and the Capitol, 

'* and will purAie yop, even into your hOpfes. A 
year ago, the fepafe ordered a levy to be ipade, 

** and an army to be led into Algidum. Yet we Gt 
** at home in liftlcfs inaftivity,. delighted with the 
“ prefent interval of peace, fcolding each other like 
women, and never ^rceiving,that, after that ftiort 
fulpenGon, wars double in number muG; return 
upon us. I Itnpw that I might find more'agree- 
** able topics to' dwell upon i but even though mj 
own dirpofition did not prompt me, necefllty 
r* coinpels ipc, tp (peak what is true, inftead of yrhaf. 

is agreeable. I uncerely wifh, lioipans, to give 
’** you pleafure j but I feel wilhes, much more arr 
f* dent, to promote your fafety, let your fentiraents 
f* refpefting me, afterwards be what they may. Is 
«* rcfults from the nature of the human mi/id, that he 
who addrefles the public with a view to liis own 
** intereft, renders himfelfmore generally agreeable, 

** than one whofe mipd fees no other objp£t but the 
advantage -of the public. But perhaps ye ima- 
gine that it is out of'regard to your intereft, tliac 
** thofe public fycophants, thofe artful flatterers of 
** the commons, who neither fuffer you tp carry 
** arms, nor to live in peace, excite and Itinaulate 
^ your paffions. When they bavf once raifed,you 
« to a ferment, the confequence, to them, is, either 
♦* honour or profit. And becaufe they fee, that, 

** while concord prevaijs between the orders of the 
" ftace, they are of no confequence on any hde* 

** they wifh to be leaders of a bad cayfe, rather than 
of none, of tumplts even, and fedicions.. 'V^hich 
" kind of proceedings, if ye can at leng^ be prc- 
« vaiicd on to rci\p^ce j and> if y* are.unlliiig, i»- 

« ftcad 
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** ftead of tjicle new modes of aAing, to refume 
** thofc pradtifed by your fethers, and formerly by 
** yourfclves, I am content to undergo any punifti- 
** ment, if I do not within a few days, roUt and dif- 
** perfe thofe ravagers of our country, drive them 
** out of their camp, and transfer from our gates 
•* and walls, to their own cities, the whole terror 
of the war, which at prefent fills you with coU” 
“ fternation,” 

f 

LXIX. Scarcely ever was the Ipeech of a po- 
pular tribune more acceptable to the commons, than 
was diis of a conful remarkable for ftriftneft. Even 
the young men who were accufeomed to confider a 
refulal to eniill:, in fuch times of danger, as their 
moft efFedtual weapon againfi; the patricians, began 
to turn their thoughts towards war arid arms. At 
the fame time the^irfhabitants flying from the coun- 
try, and feveral, who had been robbed there, and 
wounded, relating fadfs, ftill more fliocking than 
•what appeared to view, filled the city entirely with a 
defire of vengeance. When the fenate aflembled, 
all men turned their eyes on Quintius, regarding 
him as the only champion for the majefty of Rome j 
and the principal fenators declared, that ** his dif- 
“ courfe had been worthy of the confular command, 
“ worthy of his former adminiftration in fo many 
** confullhips, worthy of his whole life, which had 
been filled up with honours, often enjoyed, and 
“ ofeencr merited. That other confuls either flat- 
** tered the commons, fo far as to betray the dignity 
of the fenate, or through the harfhnels of their 
** meafures, in fupport of the rights of their order, 
“ exalperated the populace, by their attempts to rc- 
ducc them 5 but that Titus Quintius, beyond all 
** others, had delivered fentiments fuitable, at once, 
to the dignity of the fenate, to the harmony which. 
0V®ht to fubfift between the feveral orders, and to 
juncture of the times: and they entreated him 

“ and 
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** and his colleague* to exert theniCelves in behalf B tfo 
** of the com thon wealth. The' tribunes they in- . -^- i i- 
** treated, to unite cordially with the confuls in re- y.r. 

** pelling the enemy from the walls of the city, and®*^"**^' 
“ to bring the commons to fubmit, at this perilous 
** junfture, to the direction of the fcnatc. Their 
" common country, they told them, at that crifis, 

“ when the lands were laid waftc, and the city be- 
“ flexed, called on them as tribunes, and implored 
" their proted^ion.” With univerfal approbation,, a 
levy of troops was decreed and held. The confuls 
gave public notice in alTcmbly, that “ tliey had not 
“ time nOw to confider excufes, but that all the 
“ young men muft attend next day at the firft light, 
in the field of Mars : that, when the war Ihould 
be brought to a conclufion, they would appoint a 
“ time for confidering excufes, and he whofe excule 
« was difapproved of,fliould be treated as a deferter.” 

All the young men attended on die following day.. 

The cohorts chofc each its own centurions, and two 
fcnators were appointed to command each cohort.*. 

We are told, that all thefe meafures were executed 
with fuch expedition, that the ftandards brought ope 
from the treafury on that fame day by the quaeftors, 
and carried down to the field of Mars, began to 
move from thence at the fourth hour ; and that this 
new-raifed army, with a few cohorts of veterans, 
who followed as volunteers, halted at the tenth ftone. 

The following day brought them within view of the 
enemy, and they pitched their camp ciofe to theirs, 
near Corbio. On the third day, both fides being 
hurried on by violent pafllons j the Romans by de- 
fire of revenge, and the others by confeioufnefs of 
guilt, and defpair of pardon, after fp many rebel- 
lions, they came to an engagement without delay. 

LXX. In the Roman army, although the two 
confuls were invefted with equal powers, yet they 
adopted a meafure exceedingly advantageous in. all 

important 



314 TMI ttiSTORt 

ifiiport^rit extgcrid^s : the fttpretfte eottUttUld tWS, 
with the coftfent of AgHppdi lodged in die hfthds of 
)|it. joy; his coilefgue, Mrho being thtis faiieif tO i fupetkifky, 
M0m> ^ade the |)dliteft return for the other’s cheetfui eon> 
defcjehfion to ad in a ftibordinate capacity j tnaking 
hitn a (barer in all his coun^ls and honotitti, and 
beating him in every reiped .as his equal, thoi:^h 
under his command. In the line of battle, Qj^tiuS 
eoitltnahded the right wiiig^ Agrippa the left ; the 
eare of the centre, they entrufted to Spurius Poftii* 
mius Albus, lieutenant general ; and gave diC com^ 
mahd of the cavahy to another lieutenant general, 
Serv^ Sulpicius. The infantry, in die right wing, 
libught with extraordinary valour, and met with a 
ftout refiftance from the Vollcians. Servius Sulpi- 
eius. With the cavalry, broke the centre of the ene* 
fiiy’S line, and when he might hate returned to his 
own fide, by the fame way, he thought jt more ad- 
vilbable to make ah attack on the rear of the enemy, 
before they coOld recover from the difbrder into 
^hich their ranks had been thrown. By his charge 
on their rear, the enemy, being aflkikd on both 
lides, mOft have been inftandy difperfcd, had not the 
cavalry of the Volfcians and .^uans, throwing thcm- 
lelves in his way, given him employment, for a con-* 
£derable time, oppofing him with forces of the lame 
kind with his own. On this, Sulpicius told his men, 
that there was no time to hefitate ; and called out 
diat they wcfe fotroundcd, and cut off from their 
friends, if they did not unite their moft vigorous- ef- 
forts, and rout the enemy’s cavalry: fior Was it 
enou^ to drive them off the ground, without dif- 
abling them } they muft kill both the horfes and tlieir 
riders, left any Ihoukl return to the engagement and 
renew, the fight. The enemy, he faid, were not 
able to withftand tliem, to whom a compaA body of 
, ; .feifontry had been obliged to give way. His orders 
obeyed with ahicrity. By one charge they rout- 
iii|*ifhe whole body of cavalry, diftftourtted va(t num- 
bers, 
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ber^> iuid killed, with their javelins’, botli the* m’ttt ^ 
and horfes. 1rhe;jr met no more obdrudrion from 
the cayaliry. And nbiv falling on the line of infantry, y,il. ^ 
they dilpatfched kh account of their fuctefs to the edit*: 

Alls, before whorh die enemy’s line was beginning to 
^Ve grobnd. The hews gaive ftelh Ipirit to the Ro- 
ihans, to purfue their advantage while it difmayed 
the ^quans, virho Wete already wavering : viftory 
began to declare ag^ihft them, firft, in the cCntte, 
where the charge Of the cavalry had dilbrdcred their 
raftks ; theit left Wing next began to give ground to 
the coHAil tjnihtius: the greateft ftniggle yras made 
by their right ; there, Agrippa, full of the ai^our in- 
fpired by youth and vigour, when he faw evefy part 
of the line more fuccefsful than his own, Aiatched 
fome of the ehflgns Aom the Itandard-bearers, and 
carried them forward himfelf : fome of them, he even 
threi^ info the thick of the enemy ; arid the dread of 
the dtfgrafce to which this might expofe them, fo ani- 
mated the foldiers, that they rulhed on againft the 
inethy. This rendered the viftory equally decifivk* •• 
in eveiy quarter. At this junfture, a meffage was 
brought to him from Quintius, that he had defeated- 
the enemy, arid was ready to attack their camp ; but 
did not choofe to break into it, until he fliould under- 
ftahd that the battle was over on the left wing aUb j 
ahd defiring, that if he had completed the difeomfi- 
ture of the enemy, he would march up his troops to 
joih him, that the whole army might all together take 
|)oAefiion of the booty. Agrippa, now vidlorious, 
thet his viftorious colleague with mutual congratu- 
lations j and, in conjunftion with him, advanced to 
the enemy’s camp j where, meeting very few to op- 
pofc them, ahd thefe being inftantly routed, they 
forced their way through the fortifications without 
difficulty } and the troops having here acquired an 
immenfe booty, befides recovering their own effeSis 
which had been loJ[l in the plundering of the’ coun- 
try, were then led home. I do not find, either that 

the 
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the confuls fucd for a triumph, or thatitwas bcftow- 
. cd on them by the fenatc ; neither is there ati^ reaibn 
afligncd why they either did not wilh, or not. 
hope, to obtain that honour. , It might prbbwly be, 
as far as 1 can conjedure at this diftance of tithe, 
that as a triumph had been tefufed by the fenatc to 
the confuls Valerius and Hoiatius, t\rho bcAdes 
having vanquiihed the Volfcians and iEquans, had 
acquired tlie glory of fubduing the Sabines, the eon» 
fuis were afhamed to demand a triumph, for fervices 
which amounted only to the half of theirs ; left, even 
if they fhould obtain it, there might be room to ima* 
glne, that the compliment was paid to the perfens, 
rather than to their deferts. ^ . 

LXXI. T HIS honourable viflory obtained over 
their enemies, die people difgraced at home, by a 
fcandalous decifion of a difpute concerning the boun- 
daries of their allies. The pcojJe of Aricia, and 
thofe of Ardea, had often difputed in arms the right 
pf property to a certain diftridt' of land, and, wearied 
by many Ioffes on both fidcs, referred the affair to 
the arbitration of the Roman people. Both parties 
attended to fupport their claims, and an aifembly of 
the people was held, by the magiftrates, at their re- 
queft ; here the matter, was debated, with great ve- 
hemence j and, after . the witneffes had been pro- 
duced, when the tribes ought to have been called, 
and the people proceed to give their fuffrages, there 
arofc'one Publius Scaptius, a plebeian, a very old 
man, who faid, '■* Confuls, if I may be permitted m 
“ fpeak on a matter which concerns the intereff of 
** the commonwealth, I will not fuffer the people 
« to proceed in a miftake, with rclpedt to this 
** cayfc.” The confuls faying, that he was not 
wodby of attention, and fhould not be heard,, he ex- 

§ d, that the caufe of the public was betrayed ; 
i their ordering him to be removed, called on 
ibunes for proceftion. The tribunes, as in 

almoft 
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every cafe, they are rather ruled by, than BOOK 
rule the multitude, to gratify the populace, -who . ^ 

wilhed to hear him, gave liberty to Scaptius to fay v.R. 309. 
what he plealed. He then began witli informing *'**+S' 
them, that lip was now in his eighty-third year, 
and that he had ferved as a foldier in the very 
** diftrift in difpute, and was not young at that time, 

** that being his twentieth campaign, when the 
« operations againft Corioli were carried on. He 
" could, therefore, Ipeak with knowledge of an 
affair, which, though after fuch a length of time 
it was generally forgotten, was deeply fixed in his _ 

“ memory. The lands in difpute, he laid, had be- 
“ longed to the territory of Corioli, and when Co- 
** rioli was taken, became, by the right of war, the 
public property of the Roman people. He won- 
" dered by what precedent the Ardeans and Ari- 
“ cians could juftify their expeftations, of furrep- 
“ titioufly wrefting from tlie Roman ftate, by mak- 
** ing it an arbiter inftead of proprietor, its right to 
** a tradl, to which, while the ftate of Corioli fiib-*’*’ 

“ fifted, they had never advanced any kind of claim. 

" For his part, he had but a fliort time to live ; yet, 
he could not prevail on himfclf, old as he was, 
to decline aiferting by his voice, the only meins 
then in his power, a title to thole lands, which, 

** by his vigorous exertions as a Ibldicr, he had con- 
" tributed to acquire : and he warmly recommended 
it to the people, not to be led by improper no- 
” tions of delicacy, to pafs a fentence fubverfive of 
their own rights.” 

LXXII. The bonfuls, when they perceived that 
Scaptius was heard, not only with filence, but with 
approbation, appealed to gods and men againft the 
infemy of the proceeding j and, fending for the prin- 
cipal lenators, went round with them to the tribes, 
befeeching them “ not to be guilty of a crime of the 
** worft kind, which would afford a precedent ftUt 
** more pernicious, by converting to their own ufe 
VOL. I. z i tmm ' 
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* ^ * matter in difputc, whereon they were to decide 

• “ as judges, Efpecially when, a? the cafe .ftood, 
Y.K. 305. although It were allowable fora judge tofliewre- 
lt.c.4.43. u gaj.£j tQ jjjg emolument, yet the utniofe ad- 
vantage that could accrue'‘from the feizure of the 
“ lands, would by no means counterbalance the lofs 
“ which they tnuil: fuilain in the alienation of the 
“ affections of the allies, by fuch an aft of injufticc : 
** for the lols of reputation and the efteem of man- 
kind are of importance beyond what can be efei- 
“ mated. Muft the deputies carry home this ac- 
“ count ? Muft tills be made known to the world f 
*f Muft the allies, muft the enemy hear this ? What 
** grief would it give to the former, what joy to the 
** latter! Did, they imagine, that the neighbouring 
ftates would impute this .proceeding to Scaptius, 
an old bablcr in the afiemblies? This indeed 
** would ferve, inftcad of a ftatue, to dignify the 
“ Scaptian name*} but the Roman people would in- 
cur the imputation of corrupt chicanery ahd frau- 
■■ ■* ** dulcnt ufurpation of the claims of others. For 
*' what judge, in a caufc between private perfons^ 
** ever afted in this manner, adjudging to himfclf 
“ the property in difpute ? Surely, even Scaptius 
“ himfclf, dead as he was to all fenfe of fhame, 
“ would not aft in fuch a manner." Thus the 
confuls, thus the fenators exclaimed} but covet- 
oufnefs, and Scaptius, the inftigator of that covet- 
oulhcfs, had greater influence. The tribes be- 
ing called, gave their judgment : that the land in 
queftion was the property of the Roman people. It 
is not denied, that it might with juftice have been fo 
determined, had the matter been tried before other 


judges ; but, as the affair was circumftanccd, the in- 
famy of the fcntence was in no degree leffened by 
thfr‘ equity of their title } nor did it appear to the 
^uridans and iU'deans themfelves in more fcandalous 
^ pi provoking colours than it did to the Roman fc- 
The rettuioder of the year paffed without any 
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BOOK IV. 


A lawy permitting the intermarriage of pat rh Ians ivlth pie* 
helans^ carried^ after a violent Jlruggle and Jlrong 
tion on the part of the patricians. Military tribunes^ nvith 
confular power^ created^ Cenfors created. The lands 
which were taken from the people of Ardea^ by an unjuft 
determination of the Roman people^ rflored, Spurius Ma* 
liuSf aiming at regal power y Jlain by Caius Servilius Ahala. 
Cornelius Coffusy having killed uolumniusy king of th e 
V iientianSy offers the ftcond opima fpolia. The duration of 
the cenfoejbip limited to a year and half. Fidena reducedy 
and a colony fettled there. The colonijls murdered by the 
Fidenatiansy who are re*conquered by Mamercus JEmiliuSy 
diBator, A confpiracy of Jlavcs fupprefftd. Pojhmiusy a 
military tribuncy Jlain by the armyy tpcafperated by his 
cruelties. Pay fiji given to the foldlers out of the public ^ 
treafury. Military operations againft the FolfaatiSy Fidena* 
tiansy and Falifcians. 


a-|-ahe next who fuccecdcd in the confuKhip b o O K 
X were Marcus Genucius and Caius Curtius, , ^ 

whole year was difturbed by commotions, both at Y.R.'^iu 
home and abroad. For, in the beginning of it, bJc. 44»« 
Caius Canuleius, a tribune of the people, propofed 
a law, for allowing the intermarriage of patricians 
and plebeians, which the former confidered as tend- 
ing to contaminate their blood, and to confound all 
the privileges of noble birth % and, befides this, Pmi 

Z% h MS 
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* ” ® K hints which were, at firft, occaiionally fuggefted hy 
^ the tiibunes, that liberty ought to be granted of 
Y R. jjo. choofing one of the confuls from amone the com- 
8.C.44S. nions, were afterwards improved, to fucn a degifec, 
that the other nine tribunes propofed a law, that the 
people Ihould have power of eledn^ eonfiils, cither 
from among the commons, or the patricians, as they 
Ihould think fit. The patricians were of opinion, 
that if this took place, the fupremc authority would 
not only be lhared‘with the very lowed; ranks, but 
entirely removed out of the hands of the nobility into 
thofe of the plebeians. With great joy therefore 
they received intelligence, that the people of Ardea, 
in refentment of the injuftice of the fentence which 
had deprived them of the land, had revolted ; that 
the Vcientians were laying wafte the Roman fron- 
tiers, and that the Volfcians and ^quans exprefled 
great difeontent op account of the fortifying of Ver- 
rugo, preferring even a war, which promifed not 
fuccefs, to an ignominious peace. Thefe tidings 
'being bi ought, with exaggerations, the fenatc, in 
order to filence the intrigues of tlie tribunes during 
the buftlc of fo many wars, ordered a levy to be 
held, and preparations for war and aiflion to be made 
with the utmoft diligence, even with more difpatch, 
if poflible, than had been ufed in the confulate of 
litus Quintius. On which Caius Canuleius de- 
clared aloud in the fenate, that it was vain for the 
confuls to think of diverting the attention of the 
“ commons, from the new laws, by holding out 
** objefts of terror to their view ; artd that, while 
** he was alive, they Ihould never hold a levy, until 
“ the people had firft ratified the laws propofed by 
him and his colleagues," and then he inftandy 
called an alTcmbly. 

^1, II, Whust the confuls were employed in roofing 
'Vic indignation of the fenate againft the tribune, the 
tribune wa^ as bufy in exciting the people agaunft the 

confuls. 
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^coofuls* The latter aficrted that ** the outrageous® <^0 K. 
«* proceedings of the tribunes could not be any . . _j 
** longer endured : that matters were now come to y.r, jw. 
**A crifis, there being more dangerous hoftilitics ®* 

** Txcited at home than abroad : that for this the 
commons were not more to be blamed than the 
*< Icnate, nor the tribunes, more than the confuls. 

** In any Rate, whatever praftices meet with re- 
«» wards, thefe are always purfued to the greateft 
** degree of proficiency, and thefe are the incite- 
ments which call forth merit, ’both in peace and 
«» war. Now, at Rome, there was nothing fo highly 
*< rewarded, as fedition ; this was in every inftance 
*« attended with honours both to individuals -and to 
** colle 61 ive bodies. They ought therefore carefully 
** 10 confider, in what condition they had received 
« the majefty of the fenate from their fathers, and 
•* in what condition they wer^ likely to hand it 
** down to their children j whether they could make 
«* the fame boafl: which the commons might, with 
“ refpeft to their privileges, that it was improved^ 

** both in degree and in fplendor. No end appeared 
*» of thefe proceedings, nor would, fo long as the 
•* fomentors of fedition were rewarded with ho- 
« nours, in proportion to the fuccefs of their fedi- 
*» tious projects. What were the new and impor- 
tant fchemes which Caius Canuleius had fet on 
foot ? No lefs than the proftitution of the privi- 
*' leges of nobility, and the confounding the rights 
** of aufpices, both public and private’; foat nothing 
** might be left pure and unpolluted; and that, 

** every diftinddon being removed, no perfon might 
■«* know what he himfelf was, nor to what order he 
** belonged. For what ocher tendency bad fuch 
** promifeuous intermarriages, than to produce an 
** irregular incercourfe between patricians and plc- 
“ beians, not very different from that between 
** brutes ? So that one of their offspring fhould not 
** be able to tell, of what blood he was, or in 
z 3 ** what 
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® ^ mode he was to worJhip the gods, being in 

■ « — “ himfelf a heterogeneous compofition, h<Sf pfttrici- 
Y.R. 5*0. “ an and half plebeian ? And, not content lyith the 
B«c.44.s. (( confofion which this would create in every a||^r, 
divine and human, thole inceridiaries of th^o- 
pulace were now preparing to invade the ebnfiil- 
** Ihip itfelf. At fim they had ventiktd no fsuther 
“ than to found people’s fentiments in'eonverfation, 
« on a plan of one of the confuls being eleiled from 
among the conjftions s now, they pubKcly pro- 
»* pofed a law, that the people might appoint con- 
“ luls, cither from among the patricians, or from 
** among the plebeians, as they Ihould think fit j and 
there could be no doubt that they would appoint 
from among the commons the moft leditious that 
“ could be found. The Canuleii and Icilii therefore 
** would be confuls. But might Jupiter fupremely 
“ good and great forbid, that the imperial majefty 
** of the fovereign power fhould fink fo low as that, 
“ and for their parts, they would rather die a thou- 
** fand deaths, than fuffer fuch dil^ace to be incur- 
red. They were confident, that could their an- 
“ ceftors have foreleen, that, in conlequencc of their 
“ unlimited conceflions, the commons, inftead of 
coming to better temper towards them, would 
become more intraftable j and, as fall as they ob- 
“ tained their demands, advancing others more un - 
** reafonable and exorbitant, they would have ftrug- 
*• glcd at firft with any difficulties whatever, rather 
♦♦ than have allowed fuch terms to be impofed on 
“ them. Becaufc a conceffion was, at tfiat time, 
“ made to them with refpeft to tribunes, it was for 
“ that reafon made a fccond time. This would be 
“ the cafe for ever. Tribunes of the commons, 
** and a fenate, could not fubfill together, in the 
“ fame ftate ; either the office of die former, 
or the order of the latter, muft be afaolilhed, and 
it was belter late than never, to endeavour to put 
^ to their prefumption and temerity. Muft 

« they 
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for compQing laws, we ourfclvcs have, within B o o jfe 
** tlic lift ten years, both created, and abolilhed. . 

Who is not convinced that in a city, founded for y.r ' 3,^ 
**;j^cterftal duration, and growing up to an immenfe B. c. 44». 
** 'magnitude, many new offices, both civil and reli- 
** giouS/fenany new rights, both of families and indi- 
** viduak, muft neceffarily be inftituted. This very 
rule prohibiting the intermarriage of patricians 
“ and plebeians, was it not enafted by the deccm- 
** wrs, within thefe few years,, with the utmoft in- 
•* juftice towards the plebeians, on a principle highly 
** detrimental to the public ? Can there be ^y in- 
** fult greater or more flagrant, than that one half of 
** the ftatc, as if it were contaminated, Ihould be 
** heM unworthy of intermarrying with the other ? 

** Whatelfc is this than, within the fame walls, to 
** fuftcir all the evils of ruftication or of exile ? They 
** are anxious to prevent our being united to them, 

** by any affinity or confanguinfty j to prevent our 
blood from being mingled with theirs. What 1 If 
** this would be a ftain on that nobility of yours,i^ 

** which the greater number of you, the progeny of 
“ Albans ind Sabines, pofleft not, in right of birth 
or of blood, but of cooptation into the body of 
** the patricians j having been elefted, either by the 
kings, or after their expulfion, by order of the 
** people, could ye not preferve its purity by regu- 
** lations among youifelves ? By neither taking ple- 
** beian wives, nor fufFering your daughters and 
** filters to marry out of the patrician line ? No ple- 
** l^ah will offer violence to a patrician maiden } 

“ fuch Outrageous liift is to be found only among pa- 
tricians. None of them would compel any man 
** againft his will to enter into a marriage contraft. 

But it is the prohibition of it by a law, the intcr- 
-** marriage of patricians and plebeians being intcr- 
“ difted } this is what the commons muft confldcr as, 

<* an infult. For why do ye not procure a law to be 
** pafled, that the rich fhall not intermarry with the 

“ txcibr f 
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B K «• poor ? A matter which in aJl countries has been 
^ ^ left to the regulation of people’s own prudence j 
y.R. 310. that each woman ihould marry into wh^ver fa> 
B* C.4+*. €€ joily flic has been betrothed to j and each man 
take a wife from whatever family he had con- 
** trafted with j this ye lhackle with the reftiaints c£ 
a molt tyrannical law, whereby ye tear afundcr 
** the bands of civil fociety, and fplit one ftate inm 
« two. Why do ye not ena£t, that a plebeian ftiall 
** not dwell in the neighbourhood of a patrician ? 
** That he fliall not travel on the lame road ? That 
** he fliall not appear at the lame entertunment? 

That he fliall not ftand in the fame Forum ? For 
** what more material coniequence can in reality en- 
** fue, Ihould a patrician marry a plebeian woman, or 
** a plebeian a patrician woman ? What alteration is 
thereby made in the rights of any perfon ? Surely 
** the children folloiy the condition of the &ther. 
So that neither have we any advantage in view, 
** from intermarriage with you, except that of being 
J[‘ conlidered on the footing of human beings, and 
** of fcUow-cirizens j nor is there any reafon, why 
** ye Ihould conteft the point, unlels ye feel pleafure 
** in labouring to fubjedl'us to fcorn and infult. 

** V. In fine, let me afle you, whether is the fu- 
** prerae power veiled in the Roman people, or in 
** you ? Was thc-expuUion of the kings intended to 
** procure abfolute dominion to you, or equal free- 
** dom to Rll ? Is it^ fitting that the Roman peo- 
** pk Ihould have the power of cnafling fuch laws 
as they chook ? or whenever any matter of the 
“ kind has been prqpofcd to their confidcration, 
** fliall ye, by Way of punilhment,pafs a decree for 
** a levy of troops ? And as foon as, in capacity of 
tribune, I fliall begin to call the tribes to give 
4»„ ^gir fuflrages, will you, in the olBcc of conful, 
1^; ifiompcl the younger citizens to take the military 
and lead them out to camp > Will you me> 

“ nace 
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nacc the comihons ? Will you menace their tri^ book 
'* bune ? As if ye had not already experienced, on . j. 
** two levcral occaiions, how little luch menaces y.r, 3*p. 
“ avail againft the united fcnfc of the commons. ®* 

I fuppole it was out of regard to our intercfts, 

** that ye did not proceed to force j or was the 
** avoidmg of extremities owing to this, that the 
** party which poflefled the greater fliare of ftrength, 

** poflefled alio a greater degree of moderation ? 

** Nor, Romans, will there now be occafion for 
force. ’ Thofe men will on every occafion make 
** trial of your foirit: ,your ftrength they will never 
** try. Wherefore, confuls, to thole wars, whether 
** real or fiftitious, the commons are ready to at- 
** tend you, provided that by relloring the right of 
** intermarriage, ye at length unite the ftatc into one 
“ body j provided they are allowed to coalefce, to 
“ be united and intermixed with, you by the con- 
“ neftions of private relationlhip provided hopes 
** are allowed, and the accefs to honours laid open, 
to men of induftry and fpirit; provided they are'* 

“ allowed to ftand on the footing of partners and af- 
Ibciates in the commonwealth j and, what is the 
“ natural relult of equal freedom, in the rotation of 
" annual magiftracies, to obey and to command in 
“ turn. If any lhall obftruft thefe meafures, ha- 
“ rangue about wars, and multiply them by reports; 

“ not a man will give in bis name; not a man 
will take arms; not a man will fight for 
haughty mailers, by whom, he is excluded as 
“ an alien, both from the participation of public 
honours, and the private connexions of mar- 
“ riage.” 

VI. The confuls too came out into the aflembly, 
and, after a long feries of harangues on the fubjeX, 
an altercation arifing, and the tribune alking, “ for 
what reafon was it improper that a plebeian fliould 
** be made conful ?” one of them anfwered, though 

, perhaps , 
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perhaps with truth, yet unluckily, witfi regairci to 
the preient difbute, ** fieic^ulc no plebeian had the 
" powir of taltin^ the aufpices ; and* for ijiat rea- 
“ fon the decemvirs had prohibited intermarriage* 
left, from the uncertainty of men's defcent* the 
« aufpiccs might be vitiated.” This, above all* 
kindled the indignation of the common^ into a Batoe* 
when they heard it affirmed that they were not qua- 
lified to take aufpiccs, as if they were otyef^s of the 
averfion of the immortal gods. Nor ‘did the conteft 
ceafe, the commons being headed by a tribune of 
undaunted refolution, and they themfclves vying 
with him in ftcadinefr of perfeverance, until the fe- 
nate were at length overpowered, and gave their 
confent to the paffing of the law concerning inter- 
marriage j judging, that the tribunes might moft 
probably be thereby induced, either to lay afide in- 
tircly, or to defer until the end of the war, the ftrug- 
gle for plebeian cbnfulsi and that, in the meantime, 
the commons, fatisfied with having obtained the 
right of intermarriage, would be ready to enlift. 
On the other hand, the high degree of credit which 
Canuieius had attained, by his viftory over the fc- 
nate, and the favour of the commons, proved a 
ftrong incentive to the other tribunes to exert their 
utmoft efforts, in fupport of the law, which they had 
propofcd j and whillt the accounts of the enemy’s 
proceedings grew every day more alarming, they 
obftrudted the enlifting of troops. The cpnfuls, 
finding, that, by the continual protefts of the tri- 
bunes, every proceeding of the fenate was rendered 
abortive, held confultations at their houfes with the 
principal patricians. Here they faw their dilemma ; 
they muft be vanquiflied, either by their enemies, or 
by their countrymen. TRc only confulars who were 
prelent at their deliberations were Valerius and Ho- 
..radus. Caius. Claudius gave his opinion, that the 
ili^fuls' ftiould proceed againft the tribunes by force 
The C^iiitii, botli Cincinnatus and CapU 
"4 ' " 'v • tolinus, 
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toHnus, declared thcmlclvcs averfe to the Ihedding ® 9.^ ^ 
of blood, and offering violence to thofc officers, . — 
whom, by the treaty concluded with the commons, y.r. jio. 
they had acknowledged as lacred and inviolable. 

The refultofthele confultations was, that they ihould 
allow military tribunes, with confular power, to be 
elected out of the patricians and plebeians without 
diftinftion j and that, with refpeft to the elcdlion of 
confuls, no change fhould be made ; and with this 
the tribunes were latisfied, and .the commons alfo. 

An affembly was now proclaimed for the eledion of 
three tribunes with confular power ; and, as foon as 
this proclamation was ilTued, immediately every one, 
who had, either by word or deed, been a promoter 
of the fedition, particularly thofe who had held the 
office of tribune, began to folicit votes, and to buflle 
through the Forum as candidates ; fo that the patri- 
cians were deterred, at firfl, by’ delpair of attaining 
that dignity, while the minds of tke commons were 
in fuch a ferment ; and, after waids, by the indigna- 
tion which they felt at the thoughts of holding the 
office in conjundion with fuch colleagues. At laft, 
however, overcome by the preffing inftances of tlie 
leading patricians, fome of them declared thcmfclves 
candidates, left they might feem to have voluntarily 
furrendered the adminiftration of public affairs. The 
iffue of that cledion afforded a proof, that men’s fcn- 
timents during the heat of a conieft for liberty and 
dignity, are very different from thofc which they 
feel, after the conteft has been ended, and when the 
judgment is unbiaffed. For the people, fatisfied 
with the admiffion of the right of the plebeians to 
ftand candidates, eleded every one of the tribunes 
ft om among the patricians. Never was there found, 
even in a fingle individual, fuch moderation, difin- 
tereftednefs, and elevation of mind, as was dif- 
played on that occafion by the whole body of the 
people. 


VII. In 



3jra. ' TH£ HISTORY 

S 0 0 fc VII. In the year three hundred and fen from the 
. ^ ‘ . foundation of the city of Rome> for the firft time, 

T.R. jii. military tribunes in the room of confuls entered into 
B. c,44i. Thefe were Aulus Sempronius Atratinus, 

Lucius Atilius, and Titus Cascilius ; and, during their 
continulsmce in office, concord prevailing at home, 
produced likewife peace abroad. There are fome 
writers, Who, without mentioning the prqpofal of 
the law, concerning the ele<frion of plebeian confuls, 
affirm, that on account of a war breaking out with 
the Veientians, in addition to thofe with the ^quans 
and Volfcians, and the revolt of the Ardeans, two 
confuls being unequal to the talk of condutfring fo 
many wars at once, three military tribunes were cre- 
ated, and invefted, both with the authority, and the 
badges, of confuls. However, the eftabliffiment of 
this office did not, at that time, remain on a perma- 
nent footing} for in the third month after their com- 
mencement they refigned their dignity, in purfu- 
^ance of a decree of the augurs, alleging a detedt in 
*their elcftion, becaufe Caius Curtius, who had pre- 
fided on that ocealion, had no^ performed the requi- 
fiie ceremonies in pitching on the ground for his 
tent. AmbalTadors came from Rome to Ardea, 
complaining of the injufrice done to them, and at 
the lame time profeffing an intention of remaining in 
amity, and adhering to the treaty, provided that, by 
the reftoration of their lands, that injuftice were re- 
drefled. The fenate anfwcred, that " they could 
not refeind the fentence of the people, were there 
no other reafon than the prelcrvation of concord 
between the orders- in the Itate ; but, befides, fuch 
a mealiire was not juftified either by law or pre- 
cedent. If the Ardeans would be content to wait, 

“ until they could Hnd a feafonable conjundlure, and 
“ leave it entirely to the fenate to find a remedy for 
« the injury offered them, they Ihould have reafon 
** afterwards to rejoice for having moderated their 
" «fcti£ment, and fliouhl be tonvuitcd that the 
*' “ fenate 
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fenate had evlw been finccrely di^jofed to prevent ® o o k. 
** ai^injury bc|rig ofiered to them; and were not . * j 

*♦ JcM:ib,.now,,,to prevent the continuance of the y.r. jn. 
** one, which hjld been done.” On which the am- b*C* 44». 
baiTadbrs dec Wlttg» that they would take the fenfe of 
their countrymen anew; before they formed any re- 
Iblution, they were difmifled with expreflions of 
friendfliip. • T he commonwealth being now without 
any curule. magiftrate, the patricians aifembled and 
created an interrex, and the interregnum was pro- 
longed for a great many days, by a contention whe- 
ther confuls or military tribunes Ihould be appointed. 

The interrex and the fenate warmly promoted the 
ele^Hon of confuls ; the plebeian tribunes and the 
commons, the cledlion oC military tribunes. The 
patricians at length prevailed, for the commons who 
had no intention of conferring cither the one office 
or the other on any but patridans, deliiled from 
their fruitlcfs oppoGtioh : and befides, the leaders of 
the commons were better pleafed with an^eledtion 
where they were not to appear as candidates, than * 
with one where they would be pafled over as unwor- 
thy. The plebeian trfoiines wilhed alfo to pafs as a 
compliment to the principal patricians, their declining 
to prefs the dilpute to a dccihon. Titus Quintius 
Barbatus, the interrex, cledcd confuls Lucius Papi- 
rius Mugilanus, and Lucius Sempronius Atratinus. 

In their confulate, the treaty with the Ardeans was 
renewed ; and this ferves as a record to prove, that 
there were thofe confuls in that year, though they 
are not to be found, either in the old annals, or in 
the books of the magiftrates ; I fuppofe that becaufc 
in the beginning of the year, there were military tri- 
bunes, that therefore though tbefe confuls were after- 
wards fubftituted in their room, yet the names of the 
confuls were omitted, as if the others had continued 
in office through, the whole of the year; Licinius 
Macer affirms, that they were found both in'thjs Ar^ 
dean treaty, and in the linen books in the temple of. 

vojL. X. A A Mbnettu 
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a o o K Moneta. Traaquaiky prei;^iled, noit oiily at home, 

. * . but spread, notwithftsnding fo mahjr alacms' |^cn 

by the Bcighbouriiig ftates. 

B r Whetheh this year had, iribtmes o4y, or 

‘ confuls fubftituted in their, room, the fuccccding year 
undoubtedly had confuls, Marcus Gegaiuus Maceri- 
iius a fecond time, and Titus Quintius Capitolinus 3 
fifth time, being inrefted with that honour. This, 
fame year produced the firft inftitution of the cenfor- 
fliip, an office which ffirung from .an inconfiderable 
origin, but grew up afterwards to fuch a height of 
importance, that it became, pdlefied of the entire 
regulation of the morals and-difcipline of the Ro- 
man people. The fenate, the centuries of the 
knights, and the diftribution of honour ^d ignomi- 
ny, were all under the fupreme jurifdidtion of thcife 
magiftrates. The diferimination of pubUc frpm pri- 
vate property in lands or houles, and the entire re- 
venue of the Roman people, were finally adjufted by 
«thcic fovereign decifion. Vf hat gave rife' to the in- 
ftitution was, that as the people had not, for' many 
years paft, undergone a furvey, the cenfus could 
neither be longer deferred, nor could the confuls- find 
leifure to perform it, while they were threatened with 
war by fo many different ftates. An obfervatioa 
was made in the fenate, that a bufinefs, fo laborious, 
and ill-fuited to the office of conful, would require 
officers to be appointed for that particular purpofe, 
to whofe management fbould be committed the bufi- 
nefs. of the public fecrctarics, the fupcrintcndance 
ana ciiftody of the records, apd the adjuftment of 
the form of proceeding in the cenfus. This propo- 
fal, though deemed of little confequence, yet, as it 
tetuied to increafe the number of patrician magiftrates 
cbmmoHWcaltb, the fenate, on their part, rc- 
j jfifiii^ed with, great pleafure $ forefeeiijg alfo, I fup- 
what really happened, ffiat the infiiience of 
who ftrofuld be raifed to that poft, wc)uld derive- 

additional 
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additional autkof^iy and dignity on the office itfelf. B o o k 
A nd* on the other fide, the tribunesj looking on the . ■ j, . 

employment rather as ncceffary* which was the cafe y.r. st*, 
at the time* than as attended with any extraordinary B.c.**©, 
hiftre* did not choofe to oppofe it* lelh they ihould 
leem, through perverfenefs, to. carry on their oppo- 
firion even in trifles. The leading men in the ftate 
(hewing a diflike of the office, the people by their 
fijffragcs conferred the eraployment of performing 
the cenlus on Papirius and SemprQnius, the peribns 
whofe confulate is doubted* in order to recompence 
them, by that office, for having enjoyed the confiil- 
(hip only for a part of the ufuarperiod. From die 
bufinefs of their office they were called Cenfors. 


IX. During thefe tranfaidons at Rome, ambaf- 
fadors came from Ardea, imploring, in regard of the 
alliance fubfifting between jhem from the carlieft 
times* and of die treaty lately reifcwed, relief for 
their city* now on the brink of ruin. For the peace 
with Rome* which they had* by the foundeft policy, - 
preferved* they were prevented from enjoying by in- 
teftinc war, thd canle .and origin of which is faid to 
have arilen from ^ Itruggle between faftions* which 
hav.e proved, and will ever continue to prove, a more 
deadly caufe of downfall to moft dates, than either 
foreign wars* or famine, or peftilence, or any other of 
thofc evils, which men are apt to confider as tlw fe- 
vered of public calamities, and the effedts of the di- 
vine vengeance. Two young men courted a maiden 
of a plebeian family, highly diftinguilhcd for beauty ; 
one of them on a level with the maid, in point of 
birth, and favoured by her guardians, who were them- 
ielvcs of the fame rank j thp other of noble birth, 
cajRivated merely by her beauty. The pretenfions 
of the latter were fupported by the intered of the 
nobles, which proved the means of introduciog.party 
difputes into the diamfel’s family ; for the nobieoum's 
wiffies were fcconded by her mother,, who' was amr 
A A 2 bidous 



3l<f THE HISTORY 

® ^ bJttous of fccuring the more fplendid match for her 

^ J . daughter, while the guardians, adtuated even in a 

Y.R. ji». matter of that fort, by a fpiric of party, exerted them- 

B,C.44w. felves in favour of the perfon'of their own rank. 
Not being able to come to any concltilion on the 
point, in domeftic conferences, they had rccourfe to 
a court of juftice, where the magiftrates having heard 
thf claims of the mother and of the guardians, de- 
creed, that fhe fhoukl marry according to the direc- 
tion of her parent : but this was prevented by vio- 
lence 5 for the guardians, after haranguing openly itj 
the Forum, among people of their own faftion, on 
the iniquity of the decree, collefted a, party inarifls, 
and forcibly carried off the maiden from her mother's 
houfe : the nobles, more highly incenfed againfl; 
them than ever, united in a body, and in military ar- 
ray followed^ their young friend, who was rendered 
furious by this outrage. A defperate battle was 
fought, in which the commons were worded j and, 
being incapable of imitating, in any particular, the 
commons of Rome, they marched out of the city 
in arms, feized on a neighbouring hill, and from 
thence made excurfions with fire and fword on the 
lands of the noblCs. Even the city itfelf, which had 
hitherto efcaped'the effects of their difpute, they pre- 
pared to befiege, having, by the hopes of plunder, 
allured a great number of the artizans to come out 
and join them : nor is there any Ihocking form or 
calamity of war which w'as not experienced on the 
occafion, as if the whole date were infefted with the 
mad rage of two youths, who fought the accomplilh- 
ment of that fatal match through the means of their 
country’s ruin. Both parties, thinking that they had 
not enough of hodilitie% and fighting, among them- 
felves, the nobles called upon the Romans to relieve 
their city from a fiege ; the commons, the Volfcians, 
to join them in the dorming of Ardca. The Vol- 
R^ns, under die command of Cluilius an iEquan, 
jljHwiYcd firdat Ardc% and drew a line of circumval- 
. lation 
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latlon I'ound the enemy’s v?alls- Aij account of this 
being conveyed to Rome, Marcus Geganius, conful, ■ 
inftantly fctout with an army, chofe ground, for his y.r. j»*. 
camp, at the diftance of three miles from the enemy j 
and, as the day was now far fpent, ordered his men 
to refrcfh thcmfelves: then, at the fourth watch, 
he put ItSs troops in motion : -they were foon let to 
work, and trade fuch expedijaon, that at ftin-rilie 
the Volfcians law themfelves inclofed by the Ro- 
mans, with ftronger works, than .thofe wich >?hich 
they had furroundcd the city. The conful had alfo, 
on one fide, drawn a line acrofs, to the wall of Ar- 
dea, to open a communication with his friends in the 
City^ 


X. Ttis general of the Volfcians, who had hi- 
therto maintained his troops, not out of magazines 
provided tor the purpofe, but b^ forn, brought in 
daily from the plunder of the country, finding himr 
fclf cut off at once from every refource, by being 
Ihut up within the enemy’s lines, reqncfled a confer- 
ence with the conful, and told him, that “ if the in- 
tendon of the Romans in coming thither was to 
V raife the fiege, he was willing to withdraw the 
" troops of the Volfcians from the place.” To. this 
the conful anfwered, that “ it was the part of the 
vanquifhed to receive terms, pot to diftate them; 
^ and that the Volfcians IhouJd not have the making 
“ of their own terms, for .their departure, as they 
had for their coming to attack the allies of the 
“ Roman people.” He infrfted, that.“ they Ihoyld 
deliver up their general inw? bis hands, lay 
“ down their arras, and acknowledging th.emfcives 
vanquifhed, fubmit to his farther orders}” de- 
claring, that “ if ihefe terms were not complied- 
wich, whether they remained there, or retired, he 
“ would proceed agaiiift them as a determined ene- 
“ my } and would be better plealed to c-arry home a- 
yiftory over the Volfcians, thab infidious 
A A 3 ’ peace.’* 
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* ^iv ^ ” peace.” The Volfcians, refolving to make trial 
ly ,— of the fsiall remains of hope, which they could place 
■T.R. ji». in their arms, as they were utterly deftitute of every 
^'^•'♦40. tjijicr, came to an engagement} in which, befides 
other difad vantages, the gi^ound rendered it difficult 
for them to fight, and ftill more lb to retreat. 
When, finding dicmfclves repulfcd on all fides with 
much flaughter, from fighting they had recourfc to 
intreaties ; and, having delivered up their general, 
and furrendered their arms, they were fent under the 
yoke, each with a Angle garment, loaded with igno- 
miny and fufferings } and, having afterwards halted 
near the city of Tufculum, the inhabitants of that city, 
out of the inveterate hatred which they bore them, 
attacked them unprepared, and unarmed as they 
were, and executed fevere vengeance on them ; fcarce 
leaving a Efficient number to carry home the news 
of their deftrudbipm The Roman general re-eftab- 
Hlhed tranquillity in the affairs of Ardea, which had 
been thrown into great confufion by the Edition, be- 
heading the principal authors of the dillurbances, and 
confifeating their efiedbs to the public treafury of the 
Ardeans. Thefe now confidcred the injuflice of the 
former fcntence againft them, as fufficiently repaired 
by fuch an important act of kindnefs : the lenatc, 
however, were of opinion that fomething ftill re- 
mained to be done, to abolifh every monument of 
that inftance of the people’s avarice. The conful 
returned into the city in triumph, Cluilius the gene- 
ral of the Volfcians being led before his chariot, and 
the fpoiis borne before him, of which he had ftripped 
the enemy w'hen he difarrned, and lent' them under 
the yoke. The other conliil Quintius had the An- 
gular felicity of acquiring by his adminiftration in the 
diyU department, a lhare of glory eiq|ual to what his 
colleague had acquired by nis military atchieve- 
Wfits : for lb fteadily did he dirc6l his endeavours 
Pjlj^^lhe pfefervation of internal peace and harmony, 
W^lifing juftice tempered with moderadon, equally 
' ' to 
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to the higheft and die loweft, diat while the patri- ® K 
cians approved of his ftridneis in the execution of i j 
his office, the commons were highly fatisfied with his y.r. 31*. 
lenity. Even againft the fchcmcs of the tribunes, **C.44o. 
he carried more of his mcafures, by means of the 
refpcft univerfally paid to him, than by exertions of 
authority. Five confuHhips adminiftercd with the 
fame tenour of conduft, and every part of his life 
being fuited to the confuiar dignity, attraifled to his 
perfon almoft a greater degree pf veneration, than 
was paid even to the high office which he bore. 

There was therefore no mention of military tribunes 
in this confulate. 

XI. T«ere were chofen, to fucceed them. Mar- y.r 313. 
cus Fabius Vebulanus and Poftumius .ffibutius Cor- B. c. 439. 
nicen. Theie confuls were emulous of the high re- 
nown, which they obferved their predeceflbrs had 
attained, by their fervices at homt and abroad j that 
year having been rendered exceedingly remarkable 
among all the neighbouring Hates, both friends and, 
enemies, by the very zealous fiipport affi>rded to the 
Ardeans in their extreme diflrelsj they exerted 
themfelves then the more carncftly, with the view of 
crafing entirely from the minds of men the infamy 
of the former fentence of the people; and fought to 
procure a decree of the fenate, tliat, whereas the 
people of the Ardeans had by inteRine war been re- 
duced to an inconfidcrabk number, tlierefore a co- 
lony Ihould be conduced thither, to ferve as a bar- 
rier againft the Volfcians. Thcfe were the expref- 
fions made ufe of in the tables exhibited to public 
view, in order to conceal from the tribunes .’nd com- 
mons the defign, which they had foraged ofrefeinding 
the fentence. But they had agreed among diem- 
felves, to enrol for the colony a much greater num- 
ber of Rutulians than of Romans ; and then, that no 
•other land fhould be diftributed, but that which had 
been fraudulently obtained by the infampus Ipnterice * 

A A 4 , and 
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B o ft K and of that, not a fod Ibould be alligned to any Ro- 
. man tintil every one of the Rutulians Ihould have re- 

Y.R. j»3. ceived his fliare: by thefe means the land returned 
B. C.«9* totheArdcans. The commiQioners appointed to con- 
dud the colony to Ardca, were 4 grippft Menenius, 
Titus Cltelius Siculus, and Marcus iEbutius El^^a ; 
who, in the execution of their very unpopular cm- 
pfoyment, having given offence to the commons, by^ 
affjgning to the dlies that land which the Roman 
people had by their fcntcncc pronounced to be their 
own} and, not being much favoured even by the 
principal patricians, becaufc they had Ihewn no de- 
ference to the influence of any of them, were by the 
tribunes cited before the people, to anfwer a charge 
of mifeondud } but they evaded all vexatious at- 
tacks, by enrolling themfelves as fcttlcrs, and re- 
maining in that colony, which' would ever bear tefti- 
mony to their juftice and integrity. 

B c ^'s* Tranquillity continued at- home and - 

■ abroad during both this and the following year, in 
which Caius Furius Pacilus, and Marcus Papilius 
Craflus were confuls. The games vowed by the de- 
cemvirs in purfuance of a decree of the fenate, on 
occafion of the feceflion of the commons from the 
patricians, were this year performed. An occafion 
of fedition was fought in vain by Petilius; who, 
though he was cleded tribune of the commons, a 
fecond time, merely out of people’s reliance ori the 
ftrength of his declarations, that he would effed 
thofe very purpofes, yet he was neither able to carry 
the point, that the confuls Ihould propofe to the fenate 
a diftribution of lands to be made to the commons } 
nor, when, after a great ftruggle, he had prevailed 
fo far as that the fenate ihould be confulted, whether 
it was dicir plcafure that conful.«i fhould be eleded, ot 
tribunes, was he able to prevent an order for the clec- 
i of confuls }. and the tribune made hinjfelf ftill 
fiBrice ridiculous to all, by threatening to hintler a Icyy 
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of troops, at a time when, all their neighbours re- 
maining in quiet, there was no occafion either for 
war, or for any preparation for it. This time of 
tranquillity was fucceeded by a bufy year, wherein 
Proculus Geganius Maccrinus and Lucius Mcnenius 
Lanatus were confuls j a year remarkable for a vari- 
ety of dangers and dlfafters; for (editions, for fa- 
mine, and for the people having almoft bowed their 
necks to the yoke of arbitrary government, feduced 
by allurements of largefles. Oqc calamity they were 
exempt from, foreign war: had this aggravation 
been added to their condition, the aid of all the gods 
could (carcely have preferved them. Their misfor- 
tunes began with a famine ; whether owing to the 
.feafon being unfavourable to the produftions of the 
earth j or, the culture of the ground being negleded, 
while the people vvere captivated by the pleafurcs of 
the city, and the ademblies for bothcaufes are men- 
tioned. The patricians laid the*blame on the idle- 
nefs of the commons ; the tribunes fometimes on the 
evil dehgns, fometimes on the negligence of the 
confuls. At length the plebeians prevailed, the fe- 
nate giving no oppofition, that Lucius Minucius 
fliould be created prefident of the market, who 
proved in the courfe of that employment, more fuc- 
cefsful in guarding the public liberty, than in the im- 
mediate bufinefs of his own department. Although 
}n the end, he obtained both the honour of having re- 
lieved the fcarcity of provifions, and allb the gratitude 
of the public for that important fervice : finding no 
effedual relief to the markets from feveral embalfies 
whio'h he lent, by land and fea, to all the neighbour- 
ing nations, to no purpofe, except that fome corn was 
brought, in no great quantity, from Etruria, he had 
recourlc to the expedient of dealing out, in (hares, 
the fcanty (lock of provifions and, at the fame time, 
compelled people to dilcover their (lores pf corn^ 
and to fell whatever they had beyond a month’s air 
jowance ; he robbed the (laves of half of dicir daily 
, portion 
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* ^ portion of food •, inflicted cenfures on the dealers 

in cornj and expoled them to the rage of die people » 
and this ftrid fcrutiny ferved rather to make known 
the ^reatncfs of the fcarcity, than to remedy it. 
So that piany of the commons abandoning- diem- 
felves to defpair, rather than drag on their lives in 
torment, covered their heads, and threw thcmfclves 
into the Tiber. 

XIII. While things were in this fituation, Spuri- 
us Maelius, a man of cqueftrian rank, and poflefied 
of extraordinary wealth, for thofe times, engaged in 
a plan, which though ufeful for the prefent, was per- 
nicious in its' tendency j and Was in faft fuggefted by 
defigns flill more pernicious : for having by means of 
his connexions and dependents bought in a quantity 
of corn from Etruria, (which very proceeding, I 
fuppofe, obftruXed. the endeavours of the magiftrates 
to lower the price of provifions,) he began the prac- 
tice of beftowing largclTes of corn; and, having 
gained the hearts of the commons by this munifi- 
cence, became now the objeX of general attention ; 
aSiiming thence a degree of conlequence, beyond 
■what belonged to a private citizen, wherever he 
went, he drew them after him in crov/dsj and they, 
by the favour which they exprefled towards him, 
encouraged him to hope for the confuifhip, with a 
certain profpeX of fuccefs. As men’s defires are 
never fatiated, while fortune gives room to hope for 
more, he began to aim at higher and lefs juftifiable 
ob^eXs. And fince, even the confuifhip muft be ob- 
tained by violent efforts, in oppofition to the incli- 
nations -of the patricians, he direXed his views to re- 
gal jfkiwcr i that, he thought, was the only prize wor- 
thy ^hc grandeur of his views, and, of a conceft, at- 
,t!^ed with fuch difHctilties as would coft infinite 
;^i|^feiOur to iurmount. The eleXion of confuls drew 
and the circumftance of its coming on before 
‘^^^reibettics were fufficiently digefted, and ripe for 

' execufion. 
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execudon« was the caufe of their being entirdy <Jif- book 
eoncerted. To the conlithbip Mfas eleftedi Tkus . j , 
Quntius Cinciranatus a fixth timei a man not at all 
calculated to encourage the views of one who aimed 
at innovaticHis : his colleague was Agrlppa Menoai^ 
furnamed Lanatus. Minuclm too, was either 
re-ele<Sted prefident of the market, or was originally 
appointed for an unlimited term, as lot^ as occafion 
Ihould tequine 5 for there is nothing certain on this 
head, only that his name, as prefident, was entered in 
the linen books among the other magiftrates for both 
years. This Minucius tranfafting, in a pubfic cha- 
radter, the fame kind of bufinefs, which Mselius had 
undertaken in a private capacity, the hmifes'of both 
were confequently frequented by the fame fort of 
people ; which circiimftance, having led to a difeo- 
very of the defigns of the latter, Minucius laid tltc 
information before the fenate : that “ a collediion 
** of arms was made in the dwelling of Ma:lius ; 

" that he held aflcmbiics in his houfe; and that 
there remained not a doubt of his having formod , 
a defign to poflefs himfdf of abfolute power : that 
“ the time for the execution of his feheme was not 
yet fixed, but every other particular had been fet- 
tied ; that tribunes had been corrupted, by bribes, 
to betray the public liberty ; and that the leaders 
of the multitude had their feveral parts afligned 
** them. That he had deferred laying this matter 
“ before them, rather longer than was confident . 

“ with fafety, left he might offer any information 
“ which was ill-grounded, or uncertain.” On hear- 
ing this, the principal patricians highly blamed the 
confuls of the former year, for fuffering fuch largeflcs, 
and fuch meetings of the commons, in a private 
houfe j and allb, the new confuls for lying by until 
the prefident of the market reported to the fenate an 
affair of fuch importance, which it was the duty of a 
. conful both to difeover and to punilh. To this 
(.^iiitius replied, that *’* it was unfair to blame tlit 

** confuls. 
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** confuls, who, being tied doi^n by the laws con* 
" ccrning appeals, enacted for the purpofe of wcak- 
“ ening their authority, had not, in their office, as 
much power, as they had fpirk to.inflift condign 
punilhmcnt on fuch atrocious proceedings that 
« the'bufincls required not only-a man of refolution, 
** but one who Ihould be free and unlhackled by 
** the fetters of thole laws : that therefore he would 
** name Lucius Quintius dictator : in him would be 
" found a fpirit equal to fo great a power.” Every 
one expre0cd his approbation. Quintius at firft re- 
fuled the office, and aiked them, what tliey meant by 
expofing him in the extremity of age to fuch a vio- 
lent conteft ? On which they all joined in afferting, 
that his aged break was kaught not only with more 
wiidom, but with more fortitude alfo, than was to 
be found in all the reft, and in loading him with de* 
fcrved praifes, whik the conful perlifted in his inten- 
tion : fo that at length Cincinnatus, after praying to 
the immortal gods, that his declining age might not, 
afra jun^ure fo dangerous, be the caufe of detriment 
or dilhonour to the commonwealth, was appointed 
dictator by the confol, and he then named Caius 
Servilius Ahala his maker of the horle. 

XIV. Next day, after fixing proper guards, he 
went down to the Forum j and the whole attention 
of the commons being turned towards him, by the 
furprife and the novelty of the affair, whilft the parti- 
zans' of Maelius, and their leader himlelfj perceived 
diat the power of this high authority was aimed 
againft them ; and thofe who were ignorant of their 
defigns, were at a lols to difeover what tumult, what 
ftiddcn war, required either the majefty of a diftator, 
or the appointment of Quintius, after his eightieth 
’year, to the adminiftration of government j Servilius, 
ikHftfter of the horfe, by order of the diftator, came 
^|Mielius, and faid to him, “ the dilator calls you.” 
ftruck with apprchenlion, he aiked the rea? 

■■■ fon. 
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ibn, and was informed by Servilms, that be muft B *0 q ic 
ftand a trial, and at^uit himfelf of a charge made . j 
bgainfi him in the fenate by Minucius } he then drew y.r. aicf' 
back into the band of his aflbciates ; and, at firft, B.C.4^«. 
caudbudy looking round, attempted to fkulk away ; 
and when, at length, a feijeant by order of the mafter 
of the horfe laid hold on him, he was refcucd by the 
by-ftanders, and betook himfelf to flight j imploring 
the protedtion of the commons of Rome i affirming 
that he was perfecuted by a confpiracy of the patri- 
cians ^^ainlb him, for having adled witli kindnefs to- 
ward the commons ; and biefeeching them to aiUft 
him in this extremity of danger, and not toJuffier 
him to be murdered before their eyes. Whilfl: he 
exclaimed in this manner, Ahala Scrvilius overtook 
him, and flew him, and befmeared with the blood 
which flowed from his wounds, and furrounded by a 
band of young patricians, carried back an account 
to the di(^tor, that Maelius on*being fummoned to 
attend him, had driven back the Icrjeant, and en- 
deavoured to excite the multitude to violence, f(jr 
which he had received condign punilhment. I 
" applaud,” faid the diftator, “ your meritorious 
condudt i Caius Servilius, you have preferved the 
" commonwealth.” 

XV. He then ordered the multitude, who, not 
knowing what judgment to form of the deed, were 
in violent agitation, to be called to an aflembly ; there 
he publicly declared, that “ Mselius had been legally 
“ put to death, even fuppofing him to have been in- 
nocent of the crime of afpiring at regal power, 

** for havihg refufed to attend the didator, when 
** fummoned by the mafter of the horfe. That he 
** had taken his feat, in order to have examined into 
“ the charge and that, when the trial Ihould have 
** been finilhed, Maelius would have met fuch treat- 
** ment as his.caufe merited : but when he attempted 
by force to elude a legal decifion, force Was eni- 

ployed 
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k ** ployed to flop his proceedings. ' Nor yrould if 
“ have been proper to treat him as a 'cidzetji) ..for 
'iSjifi. " though; born in a free ftate, under the domioion of 
the laws divine and human, in a city from wjbi^fr 
“he knew that kings had been expelled j am) that 
“ in the feme year the offspring of the king-s filler, 
“ and the ions of the conful the deliverer of his coun- 
“ try, on difeovery of their engaging in a plot for, 
“ re-admitting the kings into the city, were by their 
“ fethcr publicly beheaded; from which, CoUatinus 
" Tarquinius, confuf, was ordered, through the ge- 
“ neral deteftation of the name, after refigning his 
ofiice, to retire into exile ; in which Spurius Caf- 
“ lius was,.fcvcral years after, capitally puniflicd, for 
having formed a defign of affuming regal power ; 
* in which, not long ago> the decemvirs on account 
of their regal tyranny, had been punifhed with 
♦* confifeations, exile,, and death ; in that very city 
“ Spurius Matlius had conceived hopes of pollefling 
“ himfelf of regal power. And who was this man ? 

Although no nobility, no honours, no merits, lay 
** open to any man the way to tyranny ; yet ftill the 
“ Claudii and Caffii, when they raifed their views to 
“ aft unlawful height, were elated by confulfliips^ by 
** decemvirates, by honours conferred on themfelves 
“ and their anceftors, and by the fplendor of their fa- 
" inilies; BatSpuritisMselius,towhom a plebeian tri- ; 
** bonelhip Ihouid have been an objeft rather of wilh- 
•* c$,than-ofhope,aweaIthycorn-mcrchant,had con- 
** ceived hopes of purchafing .the liberty of his coun- 
** trymen,. for two pounds of corn ; and had fuppofed, 
that a people victorious over all their neighboursi 
« could be inveigled into flavery by having food 
•* tterown tothem. So that a perfon, whole clcva- 
^ tp the rank of lenator, the ftate could have 
haisi%: digefted, they would patiently endure as 
dhttr king, pqftefiiag the enfigns and the autliority 
.^.cRomuiua their founder, who had defeended 
and returned to the gods. This muft be 

“ deemed 
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deemc4 not more crimina) chan it was monftrous : u <5 p ic 
** nor was it lulEciently expiated by his blood } it was . ^ 

** farther ncceflary that the roof, die walls, within y.r. ji«i 
which fuch a defperatc defign had been conceived, 

** fliould be levelled to the ground > and that his cf- 
“ fefts flabuld be confifeated, being contaminated by 
*.* the intention of making them die price of the li- 
« berty of the public ; and that therefore, lie ordered 
the qu^ftors to fell thofe efFefts, and depofit the 
produce in the public treafury.” ' 

XVI. He then ordered his houfe to be immedi- 
ately rafed, and that the vacant fpace ftiould remain 
as a monument of the fupprelBon of that abom'inable 
enterprize. This was called j^quimailium. Lucius 
Minucius was honoured with a prelcnt of an ox, with 
its horns gilded, and a ftatue, on the outfide of the 
gate Trigeminaj and this with the approbation of 
the commons, for he diftributed* among them the 
corn collefted by Matlius, at the rate of an as for 
each i>eck. In fome authors, 1 find, that this MU 
nucius had changed fides fivim the patricians to the 
commons, and that having been chofen by the pde- 
beian tribunes, as an eleventh racm'ier of thebjiody, 
he quieted the commotion which arofc on the death 
of Maelius. But it is« hardly credible, that the patri- 
cians fuffered the number of tribunes to be augment- 
ed, and that the precedent lliould have been introduced, 
particularly in favour of a man of patrician rank j andi 
that the commons did not afterwards maintain, or 
even attempt to maintain, a privilege once conceded 
to them. But what above all evinces the falfehood 
of that infeription on his ftatue, is, that, a few years 
before this, provifion had been made by a law, that 
the tribunes fliould not have power to aftlimc col- 
leagues in their office. Of the college of tribunes 
Quintus Csecilius, Quintus Junius,, and Sextus Titi- 
nius alone had neither been, concerned in the law for 
conferring honours on Minucius, nor ceafed to'throvr 

out 
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* ccnfiires in prcfencc of the people;! ttt one dme 

on Miqucius, at another on Servilius j and to' Ooto-* 

Yju 3(6. plain of the unmerited dcatK of Mxlius.^ iBy ^ fuch 
s.^4j 6. methods they accomplifhcd their purpofe fo' far a* to 
procure an order, that military tribunes iltould be 
eledled Inftead of conluls; notdoubting> btft.in 
filling up of fix places, for fo many were then aBow- 
_ ed to be clefted, Ibme plebeians, who Ihould pfo- 
fcls a refolution to revenge the death of Maslius, 
would be appointed among the reft. The commons, 
though kept in continual agitation during that year, 
by many and various commotions, eleded not more 
than three tribunes with confular power, and even 
cho^ among thefe Lucius Quintius the fon of Cin- 
' cinnatus, whole condud in the: didatorlhip thoie 
men wilhed to render odious, and thence to gain 
occafion of new difturbances : prior to Quintius, was 
voted in Mamcrcus t^milius, a man who flood in 
the firft rank of fnerit: in the tliird place, they 
cleded Lupius Icilius. 


V.R. 

B.C. 


317. XVII. While theft were in office, Fidenai, a 
♦ 3 S* Roman colony, revolted to tlie Veientians, andtiicir 
king Lars Tolumnius. To their revolt a more hein- 
ous crime was added ; for, in purfliance of an order 
from Tolumnius, they put to death Caius Fulcinius, 
Cloelius Tullus, Spurius Ancius, and Lucius Rof- 
cius, Roman ambafftdors, who came to inquire into 
fee reafons of this change of condud. Some pal- 
liate the guilt of the king, alleging, that an ambi- 
guous expreffion of his, on a fuccefsful throw at dice, 
being miiapprehended by the Fidenatians, as an or- 
der for their execution, occafioned the death of the 
ambafikdors ; but this ftems an incredible tale ; for 
it cannot be fuppoftd that his thoughts would be fo 
intitndy employed upon his game, as that he Ihould 
Ibe rcgardlefs of a circumftance of fo much conft- 
Cmence, as the arrival of his new allies, the Fidena- 
who weto coiBC, to confult him upon the per- 
' petradon 
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pctracioh, of a murder, which would violate* all .the B o o k 
laws of nations j or that, in fuch an afitiir, he ftiould . ^ 

feel nO compt«j6ftdn. It is much more probable, y.R. 317.- 
that his view, was, to involve them in fuch guilt, as ♦JS* 
to cut off all hope of reconciliation with the Ro- 
mans. Statues of the ambaffadors ilain at Fidenae 
were eredtcd near the roftrum, at the public ex- 
pence. A delptratc ftruggle was now to be ex- 
pefted with the Veiendans and Fidenatians j as, be- 
fidcs the circumftance of their fitUation, contiguous 
to the frontiers, they had ftained the commencement 
of the war with ah aftion fo abominable. The com- 
mons, therefore, and their tribunes, feeing the ne.- 
ccflity of attending to the general welfare, and fuf- 
fering other matters to pafs in quiet, there was 
no oppofition to the elc&ion of confuls, who were 
Marcus Geganius Macerinus a third time, and Lu- Y.R. 31s. 
cius Sergius Fidenas, fo called, 1 fuppofe, ifrom his ®* ♦J*’ 

fcrvices in the fuccceding war. For he was the firft 
who engaged in batde with the king of the Veien- 
tians, on this fide of the Anio, ii> which he got the 
better j but he gained not an unbloody viftory, fo 
that people’s grief for the lofs of their countrymen, 
exceeded their joy for the defeat of the enemy } and 
the fenate,, as in a cafe particularly alarming, or- 
dered , Mamercus Aimilius to be named didator. 

He choie his mafter of the horfc from among his 
colleagues of the former year, in the office of mili- 
tary tribunes with confular power, Lucius Quintius 
Cincinnatus, a young man worthy of the father from 
whom he fprung. To the troops levied by the conr 
fills, were added a number of veteran centurions, 

Ikillcd in the bufinefs of war, and the number of 
men loft in the laft battle was replaced. The dila- 
tor ordered Quintius Capitolinus and Marcus Fabius 
Vibiilanus to attend him in quality of lieutenant ge- 
neral. The appointment of a magiforatc with cxi* 
traordinary power, and. the charadfer of the perfoa 
appointed being fully fuited to thofe powers, boi^ 

VOL. I. B’B together 
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® 0 K togetBer fo afFedcd the enemy, that they wthdrew 

from the Roman territory to the other fide of the 
Vji. siK. Anio: and continuing to retreat, took position of 
®*C.434- the MUs between Ridenae and the Anio. Nor did 
riiey de&end into the plains, until the lemons of the 
Bilifcians came to their aid : then, indeed, the camp 
of the Etrurians was pitched under the walls of Fi- 
denx. The Roman dictator took his poft at a little 
difiance from thence, at the conflux and on the 
banks of the two rivers, drawing lines acrofsfrom 
one to the other, where the length of ground be- 
tween them was not greater than he was able to for- 
tify. On the day followings he led out his forces, 
prepared for bade. 

XVIII. Among the enemy there were various 
opinions. The Fdilcians, finding it very diiagree- 
able to carry on* war at fuch a diftance from home, 
and being full of confidence in their own prowefs, 
were uigent for fighting. The Veientians and Fir 
denatiahs forelaw ^eater advantages in protrading 
the war. Tolumnius, although the advice of his 
countrymen was more agreeable to his own fenti- 
ments, yet, fearing left the Falifeians Ihould grow 
weary of a diftant war, gave notice that he would 
light on the following day. The enemy having de- 
emted the fight, added to the confidence of the dic- 
tator and the Romans j and, on the day following, 
the foldiers openly threatening that they would af- 
fault the camp and the city, if the enemy did not 
come to an engagement, both armies marched forth 
into the middle of. a plain which lay between the 
two camps. The Veientians, being fuperior in 
iminbcrs, fent a party round, behind the mountains, 
who were to attack the Roman camp, during the 
; heat of the battle. The army of the three ftates 
V yras drawn up infoch a manner, that th^ Veientians 
the right wing, the Falifeians the left, and 
Eidemt^hs Ac centre. The di^tor charged 

an 
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ort the right wing ^inft the Falifcians ; Qjitntius ° 
Capitolinus on the left againft the Veientians } and . ! j 

the mafter of the horfe, with the cavalry," advanced V.r. sis; 
in the centre. For a fhort time, all was lilcnce and 
quiet } tl^c Etrurians being refolved not to engage 
unlels they were compelled, and the diflator keep- 
ing his eyes fixed on a Roman fort in the rear, until 
a fi^nal which had been concerted Ihould be raifed 
by the augurs, as loon as the birds gave a ^voura- 
ble omen •, on perceiving whieft, he ordered the 
cavalry firft to charge the enemy with a loud fhout: 
the line of infantry following, began the conflict with 
great fury. The Etrurian legions could not in any 
quarter withftand the attack of the Romans; the 
cavalry made the greateft refiftance j and the king 
himfelf, diftinguiftied in valour far beyond all the 
cavalry, by frequent charges on the Romans, while 
they were purfuing in diforder, "in all parts of the 
field, prolonged the conteft. 

XIX. There was, at that time, among the Ro- 
man cavalryi ^ militaiy tribune called Aulus Corne- 
lius Cofllis, remarkable for the extraordinary beauty 
of his perfon, as well as for his fpirit and bodily 
ftrength, and attention to the honour of his family, 
which, having defeended to him with a great degree 
of luftre, he conveyed to his pofterity with a large 
increafe, and with additional fplendor: perceiving 
that wherever Tolumnius direfted his courfc, the 
troops of Roman cavalry fhrunk from his charge, 
and knowing him by the diftinftion of his royal ap- 
parel, as he flew through every part of the army, he 
' cried out, “ Is this he who bre^s the bands of hu- 
“ man fociety, and violates the laws of nations ? 

“ This vidtim will I quickly flay, provided it is the 
will of the gods that any thing fhould remain fa- 
" cred on earth, and will offer him to the manes of 
the ambafladors.” With thefe words, he dapped 
Tpurs to his horfe, and with his fpear prcfcnted, 

B B 2 Angling 
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® ® ® HngHng him out for an antagonUl, rufoed againft 
him. Having unhorfed him with a ftroke, and 
Y.R. 3 i«. preffing him down with his fpcar, he inflandy fprung 
8 iC. 434- down mnlfelf on the ground 3 where, as the king at- 
tempted to rife, he ftruck him back with the bofs of 
his ihield, and with repeated thrufts of his fpcar 
pinned him to the earth. He then ftripped oflp the 
fpoils from the lifclcis body, and having cut off the 
head, and carrying it about on the- point of his lirear, 
as a trophy of the yidory, he put the enemy to rout, 
throu^ the difmay which ftruck them on the death 
of their king. Their body of cavalry likewife, which 
alone had kept the viftory in fufpenfc, was defeated 
with the reft. The diftamr purfued clofe on the 
flying legions, and drove them to their camp with 
great (laughter. The greater number of the F'idena- 
. tians, through their knowledge of the country, made 
their cfcape into she mountains. CoflTus, having 
eroded the Tibef, with the cavalry, brought to the 
city an immenfc booty from the lands of the Veien- 
tians. During this batde, there was another fight at 
the Roman camp, againft the party which Tolum- 
nius, as was mentioned above, had fent againft it : 
Fabius Vibulanus, manning thd rampart all round, 
ftood at firft on ,thc dcfenfive then, when the ene- 
my were earncftly engaged againft the rampart, fally- 
ing out with the veterans, from foe principal gate on 
the right, he made a fudden attack on them, which 
ftruck fucli terror, that though the (laughter was lefs, 
they being fewer in number, yet the rout was not 
lefs difordcrly than diat of their grand army. 

XX. Crowned with fuccefs in every quarter, the 
diiftator, in purfuance of a decree of the fenate and 
an order of the people, returned into the city in tri- 
umpL By for the mod diftinguilhed object in this 
proceflion was Coflus, carrying the fpolia opima 
i|[g^dl|)qils) of the kingw'hom he had flain, while 
AjC. foldicrs chanted their uncoutii verfes, extolling 

. him 
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him as equal to Roimulus. With the ufual form of ® o o 
dedication he prefented and hung up the fpolls in the . _ y* ^ 
temple of Jupiter Feretrius, near the fpoils dedi- y.r. $iSv 
cated by Romulusj which were the firft denominated *• 
opima> and the only ones then exifting. He drew 
off the people’s attention from the chariot of the dic- 
tator to himfelf, and enjoyed almoft folely the ho- 
nour of that day’s Iblemnity. The didbator, by or- 
der of the people, depolitcd in the Capitol, as an 
offering to Jupiter, a golden erown of a pound 
weight, at the expence of the public. Following 
all the authors who have written before me, I have 
reprefonted Aulus Cornelius Coffus as a military tri- 
bune, when he carried the fecond fpolia opima into 
the tenil>le of Jupiter Feretrius ; but, befides that 
thole Ipoils only are properly deemed opjfna, which 
one general has taken from another, and we know 
no general but the perfon under ^hole aulpices the 
war is carried on, the infeription itfelf, written on the 
fpoils, proves againft them and me, that Coffus was 
conful when he took them. Having once heard* 
Auguftus Caelar, the founder or reftorer of all our 
temples, on entering the temple of Jupiter Feretrius, 
which from a ruin he had rebuilt, aver, that he him- 
ielf had read this inferibed on the linen breaffplate, 

I thought it would be next to facrilege, to rob Cof- 
fus of foch a teftimony refpe^ing his fpoils, as that 
of Ca;far, to whom the temple itfelf owed its being. 

Whether the miftakc is chargeable on both the very 
antient annals and the books of the magiftrates, writ- 
ten on linen and depofited in the temple of Moncta, 
and continually cited as authority by Licinius Ma- 
cer, which have Aulus Corrtelius Coffus, conful, 
with Titus Quintius Penius in the ninth year after 
this, every one may form his own judgment. For, 
that fo celebrated a battle could not be transferred, 
to that year, there is this fardier proof; that, for 
three years before and after the conluUhip of Aulus 
Cornelius, there was an almoft entire cclfatioq from 

B B 3 ww 
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S ^ ® K ^ar on account of a pcftilence, and a fcaroity of the 
fruita of the earth j fo that fevcral annals, as if they 

xiR. jis. had -no other tranfa(5ions but thofc of mourning to 
|;clate, mention nothing more than die names of the 
confuls. C(^us, indeed, is mentioned as military 
triisunci with confular power, in the third year be- 
fore his confulate $ and in the fame year as mailer of 
the hoife, in which poll he fought another remark- 
able battle with cavalry. In refpedl to this there is 
room for conjefture : but in my judgment, un- 
grounckd furmifes may be applied to the fupport of 
any opinion whatfoever ; whereas tlic perfon con- 
cerned in the fight, on placing the recent fpoils in the 
facred repofitory, having in a manner before his eyes 
Jupiter, to whom they were confecrated, and Ro- 
mulus, as wicnelles. who, in cafe of falfifying the 
infeription, were no*' ' treats with contempt, 
entitled himfolf i^ultis Collus, conful. 

VR. J19. XXL During the next year, wherein Marcus 

B.C.^ 3 j. Cornelius Maluginenlis and Lucius Papirius Craffus 
were confuls, armies were led into the territories of 
the Veientians and of the Falifeians, numbers of 
men and cattle were carried off as ipoil, but the 
enemy did not Ihew themfelves, nor give any op- 
portunity of fighting. However, no attempt was 
made on their towns, the people at Rome being at- 
tacked by a peftilential diforder. Endeavours were 
alfo ufed at home to excite difturbances, but with- 
out effeft, by Spurius Maslius a plebeian tribune, 
who, imagining that, by the popularity of his name, 
he Ihould be able to raife feme commotion, had 
commenced a profccudon againll Minucius } and 
alfo propofed a law for contifeating the effeds of 
Servilius Ahala, alleging that Mslius had been in- 
fidioufly crulbed under falfe charges by Minucius ■, 
and objeffing to Servilius his having put to death a 
^izen who was Under no legal fentencei. Thefc 
^^es, however, when canvafied before the peo- 
.'■'W'- , ' ' ‘ pl<*. 



OF ROME. ' 375 

pie, were found entitled to as little dredit as the pro- * o it 
rooter of them: „ 3 ut they found greater caufc for . i j. 
anxiety, in the increafing violence of the peftilence, y.it. jij. 
attended with other alarming occurrences and pro- ***• 
di^es i particularly in the accounts which were re- 
ceived, of many houfes in the country being thrown 
down by frequent eardiquakes. A general fuppli- 
cation to the gods was therefore performed by the 
people, who repeated it in form after the decemvirs*. 

The diforder increafing during the following year, Y. r. 3x0. 
in which Caius Julius, a fecond time, and Lucius®* *'•♦3*' 
Viiginius were confub, occafioned fuch dreadful ap- 
prehenfions of total defolation, both in the city and 
the country, that not only an entire flop was put to 
predatory excurfions from the Roman territories, but 
every thought of ofienfive operations laid afide, both 
by patricians and commons. The Fidenatians, who 
had at rirft fnut themff Ives up ^withm their towns or 
forts, or among the mou* * now ventured to 
comedown into the lands v. '<’-< 5 , and com- 


mit depredations. Then J ? * the Veicn- 

tians being called to dieir aid, .ne Falifeians 
could not be prevailed on, either by the calamities of 
the Romans, or tlie intreaties of their allies, to re- 
new hoftilities,) the two nations crofled the Anio, 
and difplayed their enfigns at a little diflance from 
the Colline gate. This occafioned great confterna- 
tion, as well in the city as in the country. The con- 
ful Julius drew up the troops on the rampart and the 
walls, whilft Virginius held a confultation of the fe- 
nate in the temple of Quirinus. Here it was rc- 
folvcd to create diAator Quintus Servilius, to whom 
fomc gave the furname of Prifeus, others tliat of 
Struflus. Virginius delayed no longer than dll he 
had conferred with his colleague, and having ob- 


* In the performance of fuch ntes, the (Ifghteft miftake of a word 
or fyllable was deemed highly inaufplcious $ to prevent whicli» the 
regular form of words was pronounced by a prieilj and repeated after 
him by the perfuns ofHciaiing. 

pitied 
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^ taintd.his content, named the diftator that night. 
He appointed Poftumius CEbutius E3va his mafter 
Y.R.310. of the Wfe. 

B>C>43a. 


XXII. Th £ diflator ifibed an order ^t all fbould 
appear, at the firft light, outdde the ColUne gate. 
Every one, whofe ftrength enabled him^to tarry 
arms, attended accordingly. The enfigns were 
brought out of the treafury, and carried to the dic- 
tator. In the meantime, the enemy withdrew to the 
higher grounds ; tifithcr the diftator followed, and 
coming to a general engagement near Nomentum, 
defeated the Etrurian legions, drove them from 
thence into the city of Fidenae, and inclofed them 
Hrith lines of circumvallation. But neither could the 


city be taken by frorm, by reafon of its high fitua- 
rion and the ftrength of its works, nor could a- block- 
ade turn to any ewil^ becaufe they had fuch abund- 
ant ftores of corn laid up in their magazines, as were 
not merely fufficient for neceffary confumption, but 
even aSbrded a plenty. The diftator, therefore, 
having no hopes either of taking it by aflault, or of 
reducing it to a furrender, and being thoroughly ac- 
quainted with a place fo near home, refolved to 
carry a mine into the citadel, on the oppofite fide of 
the city j which, being the beft fccured by its natural 
ftrength, was the leaft attended to. He himfelf car- 
ried On his approaches to the walls, in the parts moft 
diftant from this; and, having formed his troops 
into four divifions, who were to relieve each other 


Iticceffivcly in the aftion, by continuing the fight 
night and day, without intermiffion, he fo engaged 
the attention of the enemy, that they never per- 
ceived the work which was carrying on, until, a way 
being dug from the camp through the mountain, a 
paifage wu opened up into the citadel, and the Etru- 
rians, whole thoughts were djverted from their real 
;4^gcr by, frdi'e alarms, difeovered, from the Ihouts 
eiwmy over their heads, that their city was 
.I'i’' ■• jIi,-' ' taken. 
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taken. ^ In this year the cenfors, C»us Furius Pa- B 6 o & 
ciius and Marcus Geganios Macerinus, pronounced . ^ ’ j 
that the undertakers had fulfilled their contta(5t for y.r. 
finifhinig the court-houfc *, in the field of Mars, and 
the furvcy of the people was performed there for the 
firffitiirie. 

XXni. I FiNOi in Licinius Maccr, the fame con- Y.R. j»i, 
fuli^ TC-fclefted for the following year. Valerius An- ®* «*• 
this and Quintus Tubcro mention Matcus Manlius 
and Quintus Sulpkius as conliils of that year. Yet, 
in foppoit of reprcfentations lb widely different, bbth 
Tubcro and Maccr cite the linen books as their au- 
thority. ’Neither of them difallows it being recorded 
by anticnt writers, that there were military tribunes 
in that year. Licinius is of opinion, thst the linen 
books ouj^t to be implicitly followed. Tubero 
cannot determine politiYcly on uther fide. But this 
is a point, which, among others! involved in ob- 
fcurity by length of time, muft be left tmdetermined. 

The capture of Fidense fpread a great alarm in. 

Etruria ; for not the Vcientians only, were terrified 
with apprchenfions of fimilar ruin, but the Falfcians 
alfo, confcious of having commenced the war atfirft, 
in conjundlion with them, although they had not 
joined them in the renewing of hoftilities. Thole 
two ftates, therefore, having fent ambafi&dors round 
all the twelve ftates, and procured an order for a 
general meeting of all the ftates of Etruria at die 
temple of Voltumna, the fenate, apprehenfive of a 
powerful attack from that quarter, ordered Maraer- 
cus .£milius to be a fecond time appointed didlator. 

He appointed Aulus Poftumius Tubertus maftcr of 
the horfe, and made more powerful preparations for 
the campaign than had been made for the laft, in 
proportion as the danger was greater from the whole 

* Villa publica. It was defined to public ufci| fuch as holding 
the * cenfus* or Airvey of the people^ the reception of ambaiTadors, 

body 
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K body of. EtrurUi than it had been from two of its 
YJR.itu . 

XXJV. That bufinefs ended more qwetly than 
couid hity® been cjspeded. For accQun^ t®“ 
ceived, from fome itinerant traders, that the' Veien- 
dans had met with a refdal of aid, and had been de* 
fired to profecute, with their own ftrength, n war 
in which they had engird on their own , fepjitate 
views, and not to endeavour to bring in others to 
partako in thrir 4iftre^es, ®P whom they had im- 
parted j.npSiaFe. of their proipcAs, when dicy were 
favoMt^le. The diflator, thus ribbed of die har- 
pjf gkuy, whidi he' expected to have reaped in 
ibe w^« (in order that his appointment might not be 
akt^ether without effeft, conceived a defire of per- 
formilUg fdme exploit in the ciril line of bufinefs, 
«wineh fiioi^,retnaio as a monument of his di&ator- 
fliip; he undertook, therefore, to limit the cenfor- 
fliipj eifoe.r judging its powers exaiflive, or dilap- 
, proving ortheir din’arion more than of their extent. 
In purfuance of this defign, having fummoned an 
al&mbly of the people, he told them, that, « with 
** regard to foreign afiairs, and the cftablifliing of 
“ fecurity on every fide, the immortal gods had 
« taken the adminiftration on themfelves. That as 
to what was fitting to be done within the walls, he 
“ would zealoufly maintain the liberty of the Ro- 
“ man people : now there was no method of guard- 
ing it fo effeftual, as the taking care that offices of 
« great power Ihould not be of long continuance ; 
and that thofe, whofe jurildidlion could not be 
limked, (hould be limited in point of duration ; 
—that while other magiftracies were annual, the 
cenforihip was of five years continuance and it 
f* was grievous to people to have the greater part of 
“ their actions fubjedted to the control of the fame 
perfons, for fiich a number of years : he would, 
fMl«ji'thcrefofc, prdpofe a law, that the cenforihip 

« ffiould 
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ihould not laft longer than a year and a half.” B <3 o K 
, Next day, he got the law padTed with the univtrfal . ^ 

approbation of the people ; and then faid, ‘‘To y.r. ^ti. 
“ convince you fay my cond^, Romans, how much 
“ I dilapprove of long continuance in office, 1 here 
“ refign the didlatormip,” Having thus put an 
end to one office* and limits to another, he was, 
upon his refignation, efcorted by the people to his 
houfe, with the warmed expreffions of gratitude and 
affedtion. The oenfors, highly offiended at his hav- 
ing impofed a reftriflion on a public office of the 
Roman date, degraded Mamercus into a lower tribe *, 
and, increafing his taxes eight-fold, disfranchifed 
him f. We are told, that he bore this treatment 
with great magnanimity, regarding the caule of the 
di%race rather than the dilgrace itfelf : and that the 
principal patricians, though they had been averle to 
a diminution of the privileges of the cenforlhip, were, 
neverthelefs, highly difpleafed Vt this indance of 
harlh fcverity in the cenfors : every one perceiving, 
that he mud be oftener and for a loiter time fubjeti^ 

CO others in the office of cenfor, than he could hold 
the office himielf. The people’s indignation cer- 
tainly rofe to fuch a height, that no other per- 
fon’s induence but that of Mamercus himfelf could 

* The divirion of the people into tribes^ mode by Romulue» re« 
glided the fiock, or origin) of the conftituent members j the Aibfe. 
sjuent one) by Servios* was merely local) and a tribe then figniAed 
nothing more than a certain fpace of ground with its inhabitant : but 
as the tribes increafed in number^ which they did at laft to thiny-Ave, 
this kind of divifioii was fet afide) and a tribe became, not a quarter 
of the city, but a fraternity of citizens, connefled by a participation 
in the common rights of the tribe, without any reference to their places 
of refidence. The ruftic tribes were alwpys reckoned more honour* 
able than the city tribes, becaufe the bufinefs of agriculture wai held 
in the higheft eftimation, and becaufe the loweft of the people were en- 
rolled in the latter. The cliftierence of rank, among the ruftic tribes, 
depended, partly, on their antiquity, and, partly, on the number of 
iiluftrtous families contained in each. In many c^ee, the tribes took 
their names from fomc of thofe diftinguifhed families* 

t .^rarium facere, fignlAes toftrip a perfpn of all the privileges of 
a citizen, on which he became ^civis aerarius,' a ciriato io far only at 
he paid taxes* . ^ . 

have 
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* ^ have dcterrcfl them from olfering violence to' the 

* j ccnlbrs. 

Y.S. 3»». XXV. The plcbei?m tribunes, by conftantly ha- 
B. c. 430. ranguing the people againft the cleftion pf conluls, 
, prevailed at lift, after bringing the affair almoft to 
an interregnum, that military tribunes with confidar 
power Ihbutd be clefted. In the prize of victory 
which they aimed at, the getting a plebeian ciefted, 
they weVe entirely djfappointed. The perfons eleft- 
ed were all patricians, Marcus Fabius Vibulanus, 
Marcus Foflius, and Lucius Sergius Fidenas. Dur- 
ing that year, the peftilence kept other matters quiet. 
For the reftoration of health to the people, a temple 
was vowed to Apollo, and the decemvirs, by di- 
fe&ion of the books, performed many rites, for the 
purpofe of appeafing the wrath of the g^s, and 
averting the peftilence. The mortality notwith- 
ftandirtg was great, men and cattle perifliing toge- 
ther, both in the city and the country. Dreading 
« famine, in confequence of the death of the huf- 
bandmen, they lent for corn to Etruria, and the 
Pomptine diftrift, to Cumx, and .at laft to Sicily 
alfo, No mention was made of electing confuls. 
Military tribunes with confular power were eledted, 
Y g, j all patricians, Lucius Pinarius Mamercinus, Lucius 
Furius Mcdullinus, and Spurius Poftumius Albus. 
In this year, the violence of the diforder abated, nor 
were there any apprehcnfions of a fcarcity of corn, 
care having been taken to provide againft it. Schemes 
for exciting wars were agitated in the meetings of the 
A?quans and Volfcians, and in Etruria at the temple 
of Voltumna. Here the bufinefs was adjourned for 
a year, and a decree pafled forbidding any aflembly 
to be held before that time, while the nation of the 
■ Vcientians in vain complained, that the fame mis- 
^rtunes hung over Vcii, which had deftroyed Fi- 
^Qte. Meanwhile, at Rome, the leaders of the 
^ikd^mons, who had now, for a long time, in vain, 

purfued 
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purfiicd the hopes of attaining higlicr dignity, during ® ^ o ^ 
this intervd of tranquillity abroad, called the people . ^ * j, 

together in the houfes of the tribunes, and there v.r. 3 »|. 
concerted their plans in fecret. They complained 
that ** they were treated with fuch contempt by the 
“ commons, that, notwithftanding military tribunes 
** with confular power Imd been eledled for fo many 
“ years, no plebeian had ever yet been allowed to 
** attain that honour. Their anceitors, they laid, 

** had Ihewn great forelight in providing tliat the 
plebeian magiftracies fhould hot lie open to any 
** patrician, otherwife they would have had patri- 
clans tribunes of the commons ; fo defpicable are 
“ we even in the eyes of our own party, and not lefs 
" contemned by the commons than by the patricians 
thcmfelvcs.” Others took oflF the blame from 
the commons, and threw it on the patricians : “ It 
“ was through their arts and .intrigues,” they faid, 
that the accefs to hohours was* barred a^inft the 
“ plebeians. If the commons were allowed time to 
breathe from their intreaties mixed with menaces^ 

“ they would come to an eleftionwith a due regard 
“ to the intereft of their own party, and as they had 
“ already fecured proteftion to themfelves, would 
“ alTume alfo the adminiftration of the government.” 

It was refolved, that, for the purpofe of abolishing 
the praftjee of thofe intrigues, the tribunes Should 
propofe a law, that no perfon Should be allowed, on 
applying for an office, to add any white to his gar- 
ment*. This may appear at prefent a trivial mat- 
ter, fcarcely fit to be ferioufly mentioned, yet it then 
kindled a very hot contention between the patricians 
and plebeians. The tribunes, however, got the bet- 
ter, and carried the law j and as it was evident that 


• To rub it with chalky in order to increafe its whitenefS) and ren- 

der themfelves more confpicuous. It was the prai^lice of thofe who 
Iblicited any public office, thus to make their garments more whiter 
< candtJam hence they were called < candidati/ candidatesi. a word 
dill in ufe* 
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0 R the commons, in their prefent of iU^hun^ur, 
. wmild give thwr fupport to perfons of. their own 
Y.lt. a*j. party, in order to put this out of their power, a de- 
ft. C. 4a9« cree'of the fenate was'pafled, that the election ihould 
be held for confuls. < 

y.R. J 14 . XXVI. Thb reafon affigned was, intelligmce 
b.C'. 4 is. fcceived from the Latincs and Hernicisuis of the 
jEquans and Volfcians having fuddenly commenced 
hoftilities. Titus Quintius Cincinnatus, who had 
allb the llirname of Pennus, fon of Lucius, and Caius 
Julius Mento were made coniuls. Nor were they 
kept in fufpenfe with refpefl: to the danger appre- 
hended from their enemies. The ^quans and Vol- 
feiani having held a levy of troops under their de- 
voting law, which is their moft powerful inftrument 
for forcing men into the fervice, marched a nume- 
rous body of forces from each nation td Algidum, 
where they met, ahd formed feparate camps } the 
generals .taking extraordinary pains, beyond what 
had ever been pradtlfed before, in fortifying their 
pofts, and exercifing their men } which rendered the 
accounts brought to Rome ftill more alarming. The 
fenate refolved that a didbator fhould be appointed, 
becaufe though thefo were nations often vanquifhed, 
yet, in the prefent revival of hoftilities, they had 
exerted more vigorous efforte than they had ever 
done before ; and no fmall number of the Roman 
youth had been cut off by the ficknefs. Above aU, 
they were alarmed by the perverfenefs of the confuls, 
the difagreement between thcmfclvcs, and the op- 
pofltion which they gave each other in every mea- 
fure. Some writers lay, diat thefe confuls were de- 
feated in a battle at Algidum, and that that was the 
reafon for appointing a diftator. Thus much is 
certain, that though they differed in every thing clfc, 
l^hey perfedl^ agreed in the one point, that of op- 
iiiKhi% the will of the fonate, and refufing to name a 
Otdb^r, until Quintus Servilius Prifeus, a man who 
'"'v.., '' had 
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hadpafled through the hi^hed: dignities with fingjular b 0 0 it 
honour, finding ue intelligence which arrived grow . 
ihdre and more alarming, and that the confuls would y.r. 
not be direfted bythe fenate, cxprefled hitnfclfthus: 

Tribunes of the commons, matters having pome 
** to extremity, the fenate appeals to you, that, in 
** the prefent alarming ftate of public affairs, ye 
** may, by rfie authority veiled in you, oblige the 
“ coidiils to nathc a ditlator.” This application 
ieemed to the tribunes to afford them a good oppor- 
tunity of extending their , |fcwerj wherefore, after 
retiringtogether, they declared, by the authority of 
their body, that ** it was their determination that 
** the confuls fhould follow the dire&ions of the fc- 
** nate, and that if they perliiled in their oppofition 
** to the ientiments of that mod: illuflHous body, 
they would order them to be carried to prifon.” 

The confuls were better pleafod » be overcome by 
the tribunes than by the fenate, at the fame time re- 
monftrating, that ** the prerogatives of the chief 
** magillracy were betrayed by the fenators, and the 
** confulfhip fubjugated to the tribunitian power. If 
the confuls were liable to be over-ruled by a tri- 
** bune, by virtue of his office, in any particular, 
they were liable alfo to be fent to prifon. And 
** what greater hardlhip could any private perfon 
apprehend ?” It fell by lot, for even bn that 
point the colleagues could not agree, to Titus Quin- 
tius to name the didlator, and he named Aulus Pof- 
tumiiis Tubertus, his own father-in-law, a man of 
remarkable ftri<flnefs in command. Lucius Julius 
was by him nominated mailer of the horfe. At the 
fame time, a proclamation was ilfued for a vacaciori 
from civil bufinefs, and that nothing fhould be at- 
tended to, in any part of the city, but preparations 
for the war. The examination of the cafes of diofe 
who claimed immunity from fervice, was deferred 
until the conclufion of the war, which induced eVCn 
thofe, whole claims were doubtful, to give in their ^ 

6 names. 
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* 9 ^^ names. The Hernicians and Latines allp; were; or- 
. . * . dcred to fend a fupply of forces, and they both cx- 

R-3«4, crted themfelves wi^ zeal, in obedience.. to the 
diftator's orders. 

XXVII. All thele meafures yrere execi^ted with 
the utmoft difpatch, and the conful C»us, JuUur 
being left to guard the .dty, and Lucius Julius 
mailer of the horfe to anfwer the fudden exigencies 
of the war, that there fhould be no delay with refpeA 
to any diing which ‘might be wanted in the camp^ 
the dilator, repeating the form after the chief pon- 
tiflP Auhis Cornelius, vowed to celebrate the great 
games on the occaiion of this fodden war. Then, 
dividing his troops with the conful Quintius, he be> 
gan his march from the city, and quickly came up 
with the enemy. Having obferved that thefe had 
formed two camps ac a little diilance from each 
Other, they in like' manner encamped foparately at 
the diil«^e of about a mile from the enemy, the 
<^idator mwards Tufculum, and the cOnful towards 
JLanu/ium. Thus there were four armies, and fo 
many fortified pofts, having in the middle between 
them a plain of fuificient extent not only for,, the 
ikirmilhes of fmall parties, but even for drawing 
up the entire armies, on both fides, in battle array. 
From the time when the camps were pitched in the 
neighbourhood of each other, there was continual 
Ikirmilhing without intermifiion, the di<Elator readily 
allowing his men to compare llrength, and from ex- 
^riencing the ifilie of thefe combats gradually to 
form a confident expcdlation of future yiftoiy in a 
general engagement. The enemy therefore finding 
no hopes left of fucceeding in a regular engagement, 
made an attack by night on the camp of the conful, 
hazarding on the chance of the uncertain iffuc, the 
decifiOn of the difpute. Their Ihout^ which 
v^y. fet up on a. fudden, roufed from fleep, not 
i^ichp conful’s watch guards, and afterwards all his 
-■ \ 
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troops, but the diftator alfo. The conjun< 5 hire re- ® K 
quiring iflftant exertion, the conful (hewed no defi- . _ 
cicncy either of fpirit or of judgment. One part of y.r. 3*+^ 
the troops reinforced the guards at the gates, the ®* 
other manned the rampart all round. In the other 
camp where the difbstor commanded, as there was 
Icfs tumult, fo it was eafier to perceive what was ne- 
ceflary to be done : diipatching inllantly a reinforce- 
ment to the conful’s camp, under the command of 
SpuriusPolhimius Albus, lieutenant general, he him- 
fclfi with a body bf forces, making a fmall circuit, 
proceeded to a place quite retired from the hurry of 
adtion, from whence he propofed to make an unex- 
pefted attack on the enemy’s rear. To Quintus 
Sulpicfus, lieutenant- general, he gave the charge of 
the camp, to Marcus Fabius, lieutenant-general, 
he affigned the cavalry, with orders that thofe troops, 
which it would be hardly pofTible to manage, in the 
confufion of an adlion' by night, Ihould not ftir un- 
til day-light. Every meafure, which any other ge- 
neral, however Ikilful and aftive, could at fuch a . 
jundtiire order and execute, he ordered and executed 
with perfedt regularity. But it was a fingular in- 
ftance of judgment and intrepidity, and intitled to 
more than ordinary praife, that, not content with de- 
fonfivc plans, he difpatched Marcus Geganius, with 
fomc chofen cohorts, to attack that camp of the 
enemy, from which, according to the intelligence of 
his (bouts, they had marched out the greater num- 
ber of troops. Falling upon men whofc whole 
attention was cngrolTed by the danger of their friends, 
while they were Tree from any apprehenfion for them- 
felves, and had negledted polling watches or ad- 


vanced guards, he made himfelf matter of the camp, 
fooner ^moft than the enemy knew tlu^t it was at- 
tacked. A fignal being then given by fmoke, as had 
been concerted, the di^tbr perceiving it, cried oifli 
that the enemy’s camp was taken, and ordered the 
ndws to be conveyed to all the troops. 

Y01.X. cc XKYni, 
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o o*K XXVIII, By this time day appeared, and every 
^ j thing lay open to view. Fabius had already charg- 
y:r. s»+. ed with the cavalry, and the conful h?id fallied from 
'SX.^zs. the camp on the eneihy, who. were now much dif- 
concerted, when the dictator on another fide, having 
attacked their referve and fecond line, threw his vie- 
■ tbrious troops, both horfe and foot, in the way of all 
their efforts, as they turned themfelves aboiit to the 
diffonant Ihouts, and the various fudden affaults. Be- 
ing thus hemmed in on every fide, they would, to a 
man, have undergone the punilhment due to their 
infraftion of the peace, had not Veflius Meffius, a 
Volfciah, a man more renowned for his deeds than 
his defeent, upbraiding his men as they were forming 
themfelves in a circle, called out with a loud voice, 
“ Do ye intend to offer yourfelves to the weapons 
" of the enemy here, where ye can neither make 
“ defence nor obtain revenge^ To what purpofe 
“ then have ye arms'" in your hands ? Or why did ye 
“ undertake an offenfive war, ever turbulent in peace 
and daftardly in arms ? "What hopes do ye propofe 
in Handing here ? Do ye expedt that fome god will 
" prote(5t you, and carry you off from hence ? With 
“ the fword the way muft be opened. Come on, ye 
“ wlio wilh to fee yemr houfes and your parents, 
your wiVes and children, follow me, wherever ye 
fee me lead the way.- There is neither wall nor 
rampart, nothing to obftrudl: you, but men in 
“ ■ arms, with which ye are as well furnifhed as they. 

Equal in bravery, ye are fuperior to them in 
“ point of neceffity, the ultimate and moft forcible 
“ of weapons.” No fooner had he uttered thefe 
words, than he put tliem in execution, and the reft 
ralfing Ae. (hout anew, and following him, made a 
violent pum on that part where Poftumius Albus 
Jhakl drawn up his forces in their way, and made the 
coinquexor give ground, until the diftator came up, 
; juft as liis men were on the point of retreating. 
Thus the whole weight of the battle was turned to 
8 that 
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that quarter. One finglc man, Mellius, Aipported B o d!^ • 

the fortune of the enemy, while many wounds were . . * J* ^ 
received, and* great daughter was made, on both y.r. 3*4!;' 
Hdes. By this time the Roman generals them- 
Iclvcs were nop unhurt in the fight : one of them, 
Poftumius, retired from the field, having his Ikull 
fractured by the ftroke of a ftone ; but neither could 
the didtator be prevailed on, by a wound in his 
llioulder, nor Fabius, by having his thigh almoll 
pinned to his hoffc, nor the conful by his arm being 
cot off, to withdraw from this perilous confiicb. 

XXIX. Messius, at the head of a band of the 
braVeft youths, charged the enemy with fuch impe- 
tuofity, that he forced his way through heaps of 
flaughtered foes to the camp of the Volfcians, which 
was ftill in their pofTefiion, and the whole body of 
the army followed the fame route. The conful, puf- 
fuing their difordered troops to, the very rampart, 
aflaulted the camp itfclf, and the diftator brought up 
his forces with the lame purpofc on the other fide. 

There was no lefs bravery fhewn on both fides ill 
this affault, than had been in the battle. We are 
told that the conful even threw a ftandard within the 
rampart, to make the foldiers pulh on with, more 
brilknefs, and that the fii-ft impreflion was made in 
recovering that ftandard. The diftator, on the other 
fide, having levelled the rampait, had now carried 
the fight into the camp, on which the enemy every 
where began to throw down their arms, and fur- 
renderj and on giving up themfclves and their camp, 

• they were all, except the members of their fenate, 
expofed to fale. Part of the fpoil was reftored to 
the Latines and Hernicians, who claimed it as their 
property; the reft, the diftator fold by auftion; and, 
having left the conful to command in the camp, after, 
making his entry into the city in triumph, he re- 
figned the diftatorlhip. Some hiftorians have 
thrown a gloom on the memory of this glorious dic- 
c c 2 tatorlhip $ 
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® utorfliip 5 they relate, that Aulus Poftuaiiin be- * 
«i^ • headed his fon, after a luccefsful exploit, becaufe he. 

Y.R. 394. had left his poft without orders, tempted by a fa- 
S«C.4 s 8. vourable opportunity of fighting to advantage. 
While we feel a relu<^ncc againft giving credit to 
this ftory, we are alfo at liberty to rejed it, there 
bein^ a variety of opinions on the fubjeft ; and there 
is this argument againil it, .tliat fuch orders have 
been denominated Manlian, notPoftumian; whereas 
the perfon who firft fet an example of fuch feverity 
would, have acquired, the diftinguilhinp; title of cru- 
elty. Befidcs, the fufname of Imperiofus has been 
impdfed on ' Manlius, and Poftumius has not been 
diftinguilhed by any difagreeable appellation. The 
conful Caius Julius, in the abfence of his colleague, 
without calling lots for the employment, dedicated 
the temple of Apollo 5 at which (^intius, being of- 
fended, on his return to the city, after dilbanding thd 
army, made a.compldint to the fenate, but without 
any effeft. To the great events of this year was add- 
ed a circumllance, which, at that time, did not ap- 
‘ pear to hjive any relation to the interefts of Rome : 
the Carthaginians who were to become fuch formi- 
dable enemies, then for the firft time, on occafion of 
fome inteftine broils among the Sicilians, tranfported 
troops into Sicily in aid of one- of the parties. 


?»*c XXX. In the city, endeavours were ufed by the 
j .• •♦* 7 ' trihunes of the commons to procure an eleiftion of 
military tribunes with confular power, but they were 
not able to cfFeft it. Lucius Papirius CralTus and 
Lucius Julius were made confuls. Ambafladors from 
the ^quarts having requefted of the fenate that a 
treaty of ^acc might be concluded, it was required 
of them, mat inftead of a treaty they Ihould make a 
furrender of themfelves. In the end they obteined 
a truce , for eight years. The affairs of the Volfcians, 
befide the lols fuftained at Algidiim, were involved 
bijl^rcations and fediclons by means of an obftinate 
' contention 
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contention between the advocates for peace, and® oj* * 
thofe for war. The Romans enjoyed tranquillity on . 
all Tides. The confuls having obtained information Y.R. i*§, 
from one of the tribunes, who betrayed the fecret,®*^*+* 7 * 
that thofe officers intended to promote a law con- 
cerning the commutation of fines *, which would be 
highly acceptable to the people, they themfelves 
cook the lead in propofing it. The next confuls Y.R. 3 ts. 
were Lucius Sergius Fidenas, a fecond time, and®* 
Hoftus' Lucretius Triciptinus,* in whofe confulate 
nothing worth mention occurred. They were fuc- Y.R. 313. 
ceeded by Aulus Cornelius Coffus and Titus Quin- ®* ♦*i* 
tius Pennus, a fecond time. The Veientians made 
inroads on the Roman territories, and a report pre- 
vailing, thatfome of the youth of Fiden* were con- 
cerned in thole depredations, the cognizance of chat 
matter was committed to Luciu^Sergius, Quintius Ser- 
Viliu.s, and Mamercus jEmilius. ‘Sorn'e of them, who 
could not give fatisfaftory rcafons for their being ab- 
fent from Fiden®, at the time, were fentinto banilh,- 
ment to Oftia. A number of new feeders were add- 
ed to the colony, to whom were afligned the lands 
of thofe who had fallen in war. There was very 
great diftrefs that year, occafioned by drought j for 
befides a want of rain, the earth deftitute of its natu- 
ral moifture, fcarcc enabled the rivers to continue 
their courfe j in fome places, the want of water was 
fuch, that die cattle died of thirft, in heaps, about 
the firings and rivulets, which had ceafed to flow j 
in others, they were cut off by the mange, and their 
diforders began to Ipread by infe6tion to the human 
Ipccics. At firft they fell heavy on the hulbandmen 
and flaves, foon after the city was filled with them : 

* The lines impofed in enrly times were certain numbers of Ihcep or 
oxm i aherwanls it was oideied by hiw that thele lines might be 
praiiedi and the value paid in money. .Another law Hxeil st certain 
rate at whi^h the cattle llioald be eltimatedi lOO afes for ok, to for 
a Iheep. ' - ' . 

c c 3 and 
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® ® ^ ^ and not only men’s bodies were afflidled by the con- 
^ r-y— -■/ tagion, but fuperftitions of various kinds, and moftly 
.’SPjRl j»7. of foreign growth, took poflefiion alfo of their 
.B. C.4S5. minds ; while thofe who converted to their own gain 
the weakneis of minds enflaved by fuperftition, 
through their pretences to the art of divination, intro- 
duced into people’s families new modes of worfhip, 
until, at length, the principal men of the ftate were 
touched with lhamc for the dilhonour brought on 
the public, feeing in every ftreetand chapel foreign 
and unaccuftomed ceremonies of expiation praftifed, 
for obtaining the favo^r of the gods; A charge was 
then given to the ®diles, to fee that no other gods 
Ihould be worlhipped, than thofe acknowledged by 
the Romans ■, nor they, in any other modes than 
thofe cftabliflied by the cuftom of the country. The 
profccution of their refentment againft the Veicn- 
tians, was deferred to the enfuing year, wherein 
y.R. 3»g. Caius Servilius Ahala and Lucius Papirius Mugilla- 
fi. c. 4H' nus were confuls : even then, an immediate decla- 
ration of war and the march of the army were pre- 
/Vented by fuperftition. It was deemed neceffary 
that the heralds ftiould firft be fent to demand refti-t 
tution. There had been open war, and battles 
foiigiit, with the Veientians, not long before, at No- 
mentum and Fidcnae, fince which not a peace, but a 
truce, had been concluded, the term of which had 
not yet expired, and they, before its expiration, had 
renewed hoftilities. Ncverthelefs, the heralds were 
fer^^nd wheni after taking the cuftomary oath, they 
demanded reltitution, no attention was paid to them. 
Then arofe a difpute whether the war ftiould be . de- 
clared, by order of the people, or whether a decree 
of tiie ' fenatc were fufficient. The tribunes by 
threatening openly, that they would hinder any levy 
of foldiers, carried the point that the confuls Ihould 
talte the fcnfc.of the, people concerning the war. AU 
^1^ centuries yoted for it. In another particular too 

the 
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the commons (hewed a fuperiority, for they carried B o o 
the point that confuls (hould not be clefted for the i 4, 
next year. 


XXXI. Four military tribunes, with confular V-R. 3*9. 
power, were elefted, Titus Quintius Pennus ffoip ®‘^’^*** 
the confuKhip, Caius Furiu’s; Marcus Poftumius, 
and Aulus Cornelius ColTus. Of thefe, Colibs held 


the command in the city. The other three, after 
enlifting forces, marched toVeii} and there exhibitefl 


an inftance of the pernicious effefts on military ope- 
rations refulting from a divided command: while 
each maintained an opinion different from the r^ft, 
and endeavoured to enforce his own plans, they gave 
an opportunity to the enemy to take them at advan- 
tage. Accordingly, the Veientians feizing a critical 
moment made an attack on their troops, who knew 
not how to aft, one of their ’g^erals ordering the 
fignal for retreat to be given, another the charge to 
be founded. They were thrown into confufion con- 


fequently, and turned their backs, but found fafety ih 
their camp, which was nigh at hand : . their dilgrace 
therefore, was greater than their lofs. The citizens, 


unaccuftomed to defeats, were (cized with djfmakap- 
prehenfions, execrated the tribunes, and called aloud 
for a diftator j in him alone, they faid, the Hate could 
place any hopes. Here again a religious fcruplc 
interfered, left there (hould be an impropriety in a 


diftator being nominated by any other than a con- 
ful: but the augurs being confulted, removed that 
doubt. Aulus Cornelius nominated Mamercus 
j®milius diftator, and was himfelf nominated by him 


mafter of the horfe. So little effeft had the dil^raqe 
infUfted by the cenfors, when the ftate once carne to 
(land in need of a perfon of real merit, towards pre^ 
vchting it from feeking a fupreme direftor of its af^ 
fairs in a houfe undefcrvedly. cenfured.' TheYe^ 
ientians, puffed up by theif fuccefsi lent amballadors 
round all the ftates of Etruria, boafting, that' they 
c c 4 had 
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; * K had in one battle defeated three Roman generals ; 

■ . and though they could not thereby prevail on the 

,Y.R. }*9. general confederacy to embark publicly in their 
B>C. 4»3. caufe, yet they procured from all parts a number of 
volunteers allured by the hopes of plunder. The Fi- 
denatians were the only ftate which refolved to renew 
hoftilities; and, as if there were fome kind of impiety 
in commencing war, otherwife, than with fbmc atro- 
cious deed, flaining their arms now with the blood 
of the new colonifts, as they had formerly done with 
that ofthc ambafladors, they joined themfelves to the 
Vcientians. The leaders of the two nations then 
cOnfulted together, whether they fhould choofc Veii, 
or Fidcn®, for the feat of the war : Fidenae appear- 
ed the more convenient. The Vcientians therefore 
croffing the Tiber, removed the war to Fidense. At 
Rome the alarm was cxcelTivc : the troops were re- 
called from Veii, very much difpirited by their de- 
feat, and cneampc‘d before the Colline gate : others 
were armed and pofted on the walls. Bufincfs was 
flopped in the courts ofjuftice, the Ihops were Ihut 
up, and every thing bore the appearance of a camp, 
rather than of a city. 


XXXII. T HE dictator then, fending criers through 
the ftreets, called the alarmed people to an afTerably, 
and rebuked them fliarply " for fufFering their cou- 
“ rage, to depend fo ptirely on every trifling inci- 
“ dent in the courfe pf fortune, as that on meeting’ 
** with an inconfiderable lofs, and that not owing to 
** thC'S^vcty of the pemy, or to want of courage 
in the Roman army, but to a difagreement be- 
.** tween their commanders, they Ihould be feized 
** with dread of their enemies of Veii, whom they 
** had .fix times vanquifoed, and of Fidenae, a town 
as often taken as attacked. He reminded them, 
that both the Romans and the enemies were the 
:^mc thatlbey had been for fo many centuries paftj 
ilHcir {pburage the fame » their ftrength of body the 
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lame ; and the fame the arms which they wore, book 
** That he himfelf alfo was the fame dictator, Ma- . _f 
** mercus ^milius, who formerly at Fiden® routed y.r. j**. 

the armies of the Veientians and Fidenatians, when <^*4*J* 

“ they had the additional fupport of the Falifcians ; 

" and his mafter of the horfe was the fan^e Aulus 
“ Cornelius, who in a former war, when he ranked 
as military tribune, flew Lars Tolumnius, the king 
“ of thefe Veientians, in the fight of both armies, 
and carried his fpolia opiim to the temple of Ju- 
“ piter Feretrius. He exhorted them therefore to 
take arms, reflefting that on their fide were tri- 
“ umphs, on their fide fpoils, on their fide viftory; 

on the fide of the enemy, the guilt of violating 
“ the laws of nations by the murder of ambafladors, 
the maflacrc of the Fidcnatian colonifls in time of 
peace, the infraftion of truces, and a Icventh un- 
“ fuccelsful revolt : afluring them, he was fully con- 
fident, that when they Ihould have once encamped 
** within reach of the foe, the joy of thofe enemies, 

“ fo deeply plunged in guilt, for the late difgrace ci” 

“ the Roman army, would foon be at an end j and alfo 
** that a demonftration would be given to the Ro- 
man people, how much better thefo perfons me- 
“ rited of the commonwealth, who nominated him 
** dictator a third time, than thofe, who, out of ma- 
“ lice, on account of his having ihatched arbitrary 
“ power out of the hands of the cenfors, threw a 
*' blot on his fecond fuccefsful diftatorlhip.” Hav- 
ing afterwards offered up vows to the gods, he foon 
began his march, and pitched his camp fifteen hun- 
dred paces on this fide of Fidenae, having his right 
covered by mountains, and his left by the river Ti- 
ber. He ordered Titus Quintius Pennus, lieutenant- 
general, to take polfeflion of the mountains, and to 
poll himfelf^ privately, on whatever eminence ftood 
behind the enemy’s rear. Next day, when the Etru- 
rians had marched out to the field, full of confidence 
in confcqucnce of their fucceft on the former day, 

though 
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HOOK thoi^h more indebted for it to an accidental' ad van- 
. ta^, than to their prowefs in fight, the dictator, after 
V.R. 3*9. waiting a foort time- until. he received information 
frorh his fcouts that Quintius had reached an emi- 
nence which flood near the citadel of P'iden®, put 
his troops in motion, and led bn his line of infantry 
in order of battle in their quickeft pace againft the 
enemy. The mafter of the horfe he commanded 
not to enter on action without orders, telling him that 
he would give a iignal when there fltould be occafion 
for the aid of the cavalry, and defiring him to Ihew 
then by his behaviour, that he ftill bore in mind his 
light with their king, the magnificent ofiitring which 
he had rnade, and the refpedl which he owed to Ro- 
mulus and Jupiter Feretrius. The legions began the 
conflifl with furious impetuofity. The Romans, 
inflamed with keen animofity, gratified their rancour 
both with deeds and words, upbraiding the Fidena- 
tians with impiety, the Veientians as robbers, calling 
them truce-breakers, polluted with the horrid mur- 
' der of ainbafladors, ftained with the blood of their 
own brethren of the colony, perfidious allies, and 
daflardly foes. 

- XXXIII. Their very firft onfethad made an im- 
preflion on the enemy, when, on a fudden, the gates 
of Fidenas flying open, a firange kind of army fallied 
forth, unknown and unheard of before. An immenle 
multitude armed with fire, all in a blaze with burn- 
ing ^brands, as if hurried on by frantic rage, rufhed 
on againft the enemy. This very extraordinary 
mode of fighting filled the Romans for fqme rime 
with terror j on which the diftator, who was aftive- 
ly employed in animating the fight, having called up 
the matter of the horfe with the cavalry, and alfo 
Quintius from the mountains, battened himfelf to 
tfoe left wing, which being terrified by the conflagra^ 
as it might more properly be called tlian a 
had reriitd lrom the flames, and with a loud 

voice 
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voice called out, Will ye fufFer yourfelves to be B o o k 
“ driven from your ground, and retreat from an un- . 

** armed enemy, vanquilhed with fmoke, like a y.r. 3 ^. 
** fwarm of bees ? Will ye not cxtinguilh thofe fires B* 
with the fword ? Or will ye not each in his poll:, 

** if we muft fight with, fire; and not with arms, fcize 
“ on thofe lame brands, and throw them back on 
the foe ? Advance j recollrft the honour of the 
** Roman name, your own bravery, and that of your 
** fathers : turn this conflagratidn on the city of 
your enemy, and with its own flames demolilh 
Fidenae, which ye could never reclaim by your 
kindnefs. This is what the blood of your am- 
** balTadors and colonifts, and the defolation of your 
frontiers ought to fuggeft.” At the command of 
the di(flator, the whole line advanced j the firebrands 
which had been thrown, were, caught up; others 
were wrefted away by force, and thus the troops on 
both fides were armed with fire. The mailer of the 
horfe too, on his part, introduced among the cavalry , 
a new mode of fighting : he ordered his men to take 
off the bridles from their horfes, and he htmfelf clap- 
ping fpurs to his own, fprung forward before the 
reft,, and was carried headlong by his unbridled horfe 
into the midft of the flames. In like manner, the 
other horfes, being fpurred on and freed from all re* 
ilraint, carried their riders with full fpeed againil the 
enemy. The clouds of dull intermixed with the 
fmoke, excluded the light from the eyes both of men 
and horfes ; and" that appearance which had ftruck 
terror into the men, had no fuch clFefl on the horfes. 

The cavalry therefore, wherever they penetrated, 
bore down every thing with irrcfiftible force. A 
Ihout was now heard from a new quarter, which, 
having forprifed and attrafted the attention of both 
armies, the diftator called out aloud, that his lieu- 
tenant-general Quintius and his party had attacked 
the enemy’s rear ; and theft, raifing the Ihout anew, 
advanced on the enemy with redoubled vigour. The 

Etrurians 
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BOOK Etrurians furrounded, and attacke.d both in front and 
. . rear, and clofe prefled by two armies in two differ-i 

Y.R. 3 * 9 . ent battles, and having no room for flight, either 
B. c. 4 »j. back to the camp, or to the mountains, where thfc 
■way was blocked up by the new enemy, and the 
horfes, freed from the bridles, having fpread them- 
felves with their riders over every different part, the 
greatefl: number of the Veientians fled precipitately 
to.ihe Tiber. Thole of the Fidenatians, who lur- 
vived, made toward the city of Fidenas. The for- 
mer, flying in confl'ernation, fell into the midft of 
foes, and met deftruftion. They were cut to pieces 
on the banks of the river, fome were forced into the 
water, and fwallowed in the eddies ; even fuch as 
were expert at fwimming, were weighed down by 
fatigue, by their wounds, and the fright : out of a 
great number, few jeached the oppofite bank. The 
other body proceeded, through their camp, to the 
city, whither a brilk and unremitted purfuit inftantly 
brought up the Romans allb, particularly Quintius, 

* and thofe who had juft now come down with him 
from the mountains, thefe being the frelheft for ac- 
tion, as having come up towards the end of the en- 
gagement. 

- XXXIV. These entering the gate together with 
the enemy, made their way to the top of the walls, 
and from thence gave a fignal to their friends of the 
town being taken. On feeing which, the diftator; 
who had himfclf by this time entered the delcrted 
camp of the enemy, encouraging his men, who were 
eager to difperfe themfclves- in fearch of plunder, 
with hopes of greater booty in the city, led them on 
to the gate j and, being admitted within the walls,, 
proceeded to the citadel, whither he faw the crowds 
of fugitives hunying. Nor was lefs daughter made 
in the city, than in the field; until, throwing down 
arms, and begging only their lives, the enemy 
. fy^nder^ to die didlator : both the city and camp 
f. ''.V'-i- • , ' " • were 
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'were given up to be plundered. N<act day the die- B o 9 k 
tator alHgned by lot one captive to each horfeman . 1^' f 
and centurion, and two to fuch as had diHinguilhed Y.R. 329. 
thcmfclves by extraordinary behaviour, and fold the ♦‘5* 
reft by audion : then he led back to Rome his vic- 
torious army, enriched with abundance of fpoil j and 
ordering the mafter of the horfe to refign his office, 
he immediately religned his own, on the fixteenth 
day of his holding itj giving up the- government in 
a ftatc of tranquillity, which he had received in a 
ftatc of war and of danger. Some annals have re- 
ported, that there was alfo a naval engagement with 
the Veientians, at Fidenae, a fa£t equally ifnpraftica- 
ble and incredible } the river, even at prefent, being 
not broad enough for the purpole, and at that time, 
as we learn from old writers, confiderably narrower. 

This we can no otherwife account for, than by fup- 
pofing, that they magnified the importance of a 
feuffle which took place, perhaps, between a few 
ffiips, in difputing the paffage of the river, and 
thereon grounded thofe empty pretenfions to a na- 
val victory. 


XXXV. The enfuing year had military tribunes, Y.R. J30. 
with confular power, Aulus Sempronius Atratinus, *'•**** 
Lucius Quintius Cincinnatus, Lucius Furius Medul- 


linus, and Lucius Horatius Barbatus. A truce, fox- 


twenty years, was granted to the Veientians j and 
one for three years to the ^quans, although thefe had 
petitioned for a longer term. At home, there was 
no difturbance from feditions. The year following, 
though not diftinguilhed either by war abroad, or 
ledition at home, was rendered remarkable by the ce- 
lebration of the games, which had been vowed on 
occafion of the war, through the fplendid manner in 
which they were exhibited by the military tribunes, 
and aifo through the extraordinary concourfc of the 


neighbouring people.' The tribunes, with confular Y. r.jjt. 
powcfi were Appius Claudius Cfaffus, Spurius Nau- ®* 


uua 
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BOp K tius Rutilus, Lucius Sergius Fidcnas, and Sextus Jd- 
. , 1 .' ■ lius luhis. The ihews, to which thejr had come with 
Y.R. 3JI. the concurrent approbation of their feveral ftates, 
B.C. 4*1. were rendered more agreeable to the ftran^rs by the 
courtefyof their hofts. After the concluhon of the 
games, the tribunes of the commons began their fe- 
ditious harangues, upbraiding the multitude, that 
** they were fo benumbed with awe of thofe very 
“ perfons, who were the objefts of their .hatred, as 
** to fit down liftlefs in a ftate of endlefs flavery ; 
** and not only wanted fpirjt to afpirc to the recove- 
** ry of their hopes of lharing in the confulfhip j but 
even, in the elcdlion of military tribunes, which lay 
** open to both patricians and plebeians, they ftiewcd 
** no regard to themfelves or their party. They 
“ ought therefore to ceafe wondering, that no one 
" bufied himfelf in die fervice of the commons; 


** people expended their labour and danger on ob- 
** jedls from whence honour and emolument might 
be expefted j and there was nothing which men 
would not undertake, if, for great attempts, great 
rewards were propofed. But furely it. could nei- 
“ ther be required, nor expefted, that any tribune 
fliould rufli blindfold into difputes, the danger of 
** which was great, the profit nothing: in confe- 
** quence of which, he knew, with certainty, that the 
** patricians, againft whom his efforts were direfted, 
** would perftcute him with inexpiable rancour ; and 
the commons, on w-hofe fide he contended, would 
** never think themfelves the more obliged to him. 

By great honours, men's minds were elevated to 
** greatnels : no plebeian would think meanly of 
himfelf, when he ceafed to be cbndcmned by 
** others. 'I'he experiment ought at length to be 
made, on one, or another, whether there were any 
'** plebeian capable of fuftaining a high dignity, or 
whether it were next to a miracle, and a prodigy, 
that there ihould cxift a man of plebeian extrac- 
j_tion endowed with fortitude and induftry. By the 

“ mofi: 
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moft vigorous exertions, and afteis a violent ftrug- ® o o K 
" gle, the point had been gained, that military tri- . — « 

“ bunes with confular power might be chofen from. Y.R. j3t. 
“ ■among the commons. Men of approved merit, b.c.4»i. 
“ both in the civil and military line, had flood can- 


“ didates. During the fifft years they were hooted 
*'• at, rejeded, and ridiculed by the patricians : of 
“ late, they had defifted from expofing tbemfelves 


** to infult. For his part, he could fee no reafon 
“ why the law itfelf fliould not be repealed, which 
granted permiflion for that whicli was never to 
“ happen : for they would have lefs caufc to bliifli 
at the injuftice of the law, than at their being 
pafied by on account of their own wapt of 


merit.” 


XXXVI. Discourses of this fort being liftened 
to with approbation, induced feveral to offer them- 
fclves as candidates for the military tribunefhip, each 
profelTing intentions of introducing when in office 
Ibme meafure, or regulation, advantageous to the 
commons. Hopes were held forth of a diflribution » 
of the public lands, of colonies to be fettled, and of 
money to be raifed, for paying the troops, by a tax 
impofed on the proprietors of lands. The military 
tribunes foon after laid hold of an opportunity, when 
moft people liad retired from the city, having pre- 
vioufly given private notice to the fenators to attend 
on a certain day, to procure a decree of the fenate, 
in the abfence of the plebeian tribunes, that whereas 
it was reported, that the Volfcians had marched from 
home with intent to plunder the country of the Her- - 
iiicians, the military tribunes fhould therefore go to 
the fpot, and infpeft into the matter, and that an 
affembly fhould be held for the ele^ion of coilF-. 
fuils. At their departure, they, left Appius Claudius, 
fon of the decemvir, praefedl of the city, a young 
man of activity ; and who had, even from his cradle, 
imbibed a hatred towards the commons and their 

tribunes. * 
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® K tribunes. The plebeian tribunes had no room for 
’ . contention, either with thofe who had procured the 
decree of the fenatc, during their able'nce j nor with 
Appius, as the bulinefs was already concluded. 

y.R. 33*. XXXVII. THEconfulseleftcdwcrcCaiusSem- 

*‘C*^*®* pronius Atratinus, and Quintus Fabius Vibulanus. 
An event, which is related to have happened in this 
year, though in a foreign country, deferves to be re- 
corded. Vulturmim, a city of the Etrurians, now 
Capua, was feized by the Samnites, and called Capua, 
from Capys their leader, or, which is more probable, 
from its champaign grounds. The manner in which 
they made thcmfelves matters of it was this : they 
had, fome time before, when the Etrurians had been 
greatly haraffed in war, been admitted to a lhare of 
oils city and its lands j thefe new fettlcrs, afterwards, 
taking the opportunity of a feftival, attacked and 
maflacred, in the pi^ht, the old inhabitants, heavy 
with fleep and food. After this tranfaftion, the coii- 
fiils, whom we have mentioned, entered on office on 
•the ides of December : by this time, not only thofe 
employed on that, bufmefs, had reported, that the 
Volfcians were ready to commence hottilities ; but’ 
alfo ambattadors from the Latines, and Hernicians, 
had brought information, that “ never at any former 
** time had the Volfcians exerted more diligence 
and care, either in the choice of commanders, or 
the cnlifting of troops : that it was a common cx- 
preffion among them, that they mutt either lay 
** afide for ever all thoughts of war and arms, and 
«* fubmit to the yoke, or they mutt prove themfelves 
not inferior to their competitors for empire, either 
** ip courage, perfeverance, or military difcipline.” 
The intelligence was not without foundation : yet 
the lenite were not affefted by it, as might have been 
eJtpe&edi and CaiusSemproniuS) to whom that pro- 
iwce foU’l^ lot, a&ed with careletthels and ne^lii- 
in every particulati relying on fortune, as if it 
■ were 
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were incapable of change, becaufc* he commanded® ^ o 
a viftorious army,- againft one which had been ' 

overcome before j fo that there was more of the y.r. jj». 
Roman difeipline in the Volfcian army, than in the 
Roman. Succefs therefore, as on many other occa- 
lions, attended merit : in the firft engagement, which 
was entered on by Sempronius, without either pru- 
dence or caution, the action was begun without 
ftrengthening the line by a referve, and without poll- 
ing the cavalry in a proper fituation : the (hout gave 
a preiage at the very beginning ft> which fide fuccels 
would incline. That raifed by the enemy was loud 
and full ; whilft the fliout of the Romans, diflbnant, 
unequal, lifelefs, and often begun anew, betrayed, „ 
by its unileadinefs, the fears which poflefied their 
minds. This made the enemy charge with the 
greater boldnefs ; they puflaed with their Ihields, and 
brandilhed their fwords : on the other fide, the hel- 
mets were fecn to droop as the wearers looked round 
for fafety j difconcerted and difordcred, every one 
clung clofe to the crowd. The enfigns fometimes, 
kept their ground, and were deferted by thofc who 
ought to fupport them ; at other times they retreated 
between their refpedive coxn panics. - As yet there 
was no abfolutc flight, nor was vidlory declared j the 
Romans covered themfelves rather than fought; 
the Volfcians advanced, pufhed againft the line, and 
ftill faw greater numbers of the enemy falling than 
flying. 

XXXVIII. They now began to give way in 
every .quarter, while the conful Sempronius in vain 
reproached them, and exhorted them to ftand ; nei- 
ther his authority, nor his dignity, had any effedt; 
and they would Ihortly have turned their backs to 
the enemy, had not Sextus Tempanius, a commander 
of a body of horfe, with great prcfcnce of mind, 
brought them fupport, when their fituation, was'al- 
moft defperate : he called aloud, that the horfemea 

vot. I. 00 who 
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S o who wifhed the fafety of the commonwealth, lIiouIJ 
V _ f leap down from their horles, and, his order being 
Y,R. 3 j». obeyed by the horfemen of every troop, as if it had 
B. Ci ♦»«>. bcgjj (JeHvered by the confiil, he faid, « tmlefs th» 
cohort, by the power of its arms, can ftop the pro- 
grefs of the enemy, there is an end of the empire. 
" Follow my fpear, as your ftandard : Ihew, both to 
Romans and Volfcians, that as no horfemen are 
“ equal to you when ye are mounted, fo no footmen 
** are equal to you when ye difmount.” This ex- 
hortation being rccefived with a (bout of applaufe, he 
advanced, holding his fpear aloft : wherever they di- 
rected their march, they forced their way in fpite of 
oppofition i and, advancing their targets, pufhed on 
to the place where they faw the diftrefs of their friends 
the greateft. The fight was reftored in every part 
as far as their onfet reached ; and there was no doubt, 
that if it had been ppflible for fo fmall a number to 
have managed tho whole bufinefs of the field, the 
enemy would have turned their backs, 

XXXIX! Finding that nothing could withftand 
them any where, the Volfcian commander gave di- 
rections, that an opening fhouldbe made for thefe tar- 
geteers, this ftrange cohort of enemies, until the vio- 
lence of their charge fhould carry them fo far, that 
they might be Ihut out from their friends : which 
being executed, the horfemen on their part were in- 
tercepted, in fuch a manner, that it was impoffiblc 
for them to force a paflage back tlirough the way by 
which they had come, the enemy having collected 
their thickeft numbers in the place through which' 
tliey had made their way. The conful and Roman 
legions on the other fide, not feeing, any where, that 
body, which juft now had afforded protection to the 
whole army, left fo many men, of fuch confummatc' 
valour, fhould be furrourided and overpowered by the 
enemy, refblved at all hazards to pulh forward. The 
i^lfcians forming- two fronts, withftood, on one fide,- 
i-#- ' ■» ■ , - die 
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thc cpnful } and the legions, on tlw other, prefled on B,o a 
Teinpanius and the horfemcn, who, after many fruit- . ^ ' j 
lefs attempts to break through to their friends, took V.r. 3 j». 
poflefllon of art eminence, and there, forming a circle, ***• 

defended themfelves, not without taking vengeance 
on the aflailants. Nor was the fight ended when 
night came on. The conful kept the enemy em- 
ployed, never relaxing his efforts as long as any light 
remained. The darknefs at length feparated them, 
leaving the viftory undecided : and fuch a panick 
feized both camps, from the uncertainty in which 
they were with refpefl to the iflue, that both armies,, 
as if they had been vanquiQied, retreated into the 
neareft mountains, leaving behind their wounded, 
and a great part of their baggage. The eminence, 
however, was kept befieged until after midnight; 
when, intelligence being brought thither to the be- 
fiegers, that their camp was deferted, they, fuppofing 
that their friends had been defeated, fled alfo, each 
wherever his fears carried him in the dark. Tem- 
panius, apprehending an ambufh, kept his men quiet 
until day -light appeared j and then, going out him* 
felf with a fmall party, to make obfervations, and 
difeovering on enquiry, from the wounded men of 
the enemy, that the camp of the Volfcians was aban- 
doned, he called down his men from the eminence 
with great joy, and made his way into the Roman 
camp : here, finding every place wafte and deferted, 
and in the fame difgraceful ftate in which he had 
feen the poll: of the enemy, before the difeovery of 
their miftake fliould bring back the Volfcians, he 
took with him as many of the wounded as he could ; 
and, not knowing what route the conful had taken, 
proceeded by the fhorteft roads, to the city. 

XL. News had already arrived there of the lofs of 
the battle, and of the camp being abandoned ; and 
great lamentations had been made, for the horfemen 
above all, the public grief being not inferior ro th.it 
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of their private connexions. The conful Fabius, 
the city being alarmed for its own fafety, held, troops 
pofted before the gates', when the horfemcn, being 
leen at a diftance, occafioned, at firft, fomc degree of 
fright, while it was not known who they were : but, 
this being prefently difcovercd, people’s fears were 
converted into fuch tranfports of joy, that every part 
of the city was filled with Ihouting; every one con- 
gratulating each other, on the return of the horfe- 
men, fafe and viXorious : then were feen, pouring 
out in crowds into chc ftreets from their houfes, 
which a litfle before had been filled with lamenta- 
tion and mourning, for their friends fuppofed loft, 
their mothers and wives j fo diftrafted with excefs of 
joy, as to forget the common forms of decency, 
running forth to meet the band, each rufliing wildly 
to her own, and fcarce retaining, in the extravagance 
of their rejoicings, their faculties either of mind or 
body. T he tribunc.s df the commons, who had com- 
menced a profecution againft Marcus Poftumius and 
Titus Qujntius, for having occafioned the lofs of the 
battle at Veii, thought, that the recent difpleafuFc of 
the people towards the conful Sempronius, afforded 
a fit opportunity for reviving the anger of the pub- 
lic againft them : having therefore convened the 
people, they exclaimed loudly, that the common- 
wealth had been betrayed by its commanders at Veii j 
and afterwards, in confequence of their efcaping with 
impunity, the army was betrayed by the conful in 
the country of the Vollcians, the cavalry, men of. 
diftinguifhed bravery, given up to flaughtcr, and the 
camp foamefully deferred. Then Caius Junius, one 
of the tribunes, ordered Tempanius the horfeman to 
be called, and in their prcfei4:e addreffed him thus : 
“ Sextus Tempanius, I demand of you, whether it 
” is your opinion that the conful Caius Sempronius 
“ either engaged the enemy at a proper, feafon, or 
” ftrengthened his line with a referve, or difeharged 
.any duty of a good conful : and whether you your- 

« felf. 
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“ fcif, when the Roman legions were defeated, did ® ° ® , 

“ not, of your own judgment, difmount the cavalry ■ 

“ and reftore the fight ? Did’ he afterwards, when "y-R. ji** 
you and the horfemen were Ihutout from our ar- 
my, either come himfelf to your relief, or fend 
" you aflKtance ? Then again, on the day following, 

“ did you find fupporc any where ? Did you and 
“ your cohort, by your own bravery, make your 
** way into the camp ? Did ye in the camp find any 
“ conful or any army ? Or, did ye find the camp 
“ forfaken, and the wounded foldiers left behind ? 

Thefc things, it becomes your bravery and ho- 
“ nour, which have proved in this war thc fecurity 
" of the commonwealth, to declare this day. In 
“ fine, whfre is Caius Sempronius ? where are our 
“ legions ? Have you been deferred, or have you 
" deferred the conful and the army.^ In fhort, 

“ have we been defeated, or have we gained the 
vidory?” 

XLI. In anfwer to thefe interrogatories. Tern*- * 
panius is faid to have fpoken, not with ftudied elo- 
quence, but with the manly firmnefs of a foldier, 
neither vainly difplaying his own merit, nor fhewing 
pleafure at the cenfure thrown on others ; “ As to 
“ the degree of military (kill poflefled by Caius 
“ Sempronius the general, it was not his duty, as a 
“ foldier, to judge j that was the bufinefs of the 
“ Roman people, when, at the eleftion, they chofe 
“ him conful. He defired, therefore, that they 
“ would not require, from him, a detail of the de- 
** figns and duties becoming the office of a general, 

“ or of a conful ; matters which, even from perfons 
of the moft exalted capacity and genius, required 
much attentive confidcration ; but what he faw, 

“ that he could relate. He had fecn, before his 
“ communication with the army was cut olT, the 
“ conful fighting in the front of the line, encourag- 
“ ing the men, and adtivcly employed, between the 
D D 3 ** Roman 



466 * THE HIStOR'Y 

y '■ 

® ® O' ^ “ Roman cnfigns, and the weapons of the enemy. 

He afterwards carried out of fight of his 
j ji countrymen : however, from the noife and fhout- 

&C.4»o perceived that the battle was prolonged 

“ until night ; nor did he believe, that it was in their 
power, on account of the great numbers of the 
enemy, to force their way to the eminence where 
he had taken poft. Where the army was, he knew 
not. He fuppofed that, as he, in a dangerous 
crifis, had taken advantage of the ground to fecure 
“ himfelf and his men, in like manner the conful. 


“ confulting the fafety of his army, had chofen a 
“ ftronger fituation for his camp. Nor did he be- 
** lieve, that the affairs of the Volfcians were in a 


“ better pofture than thole of the Rdman people : for 
« fortune and the night had caufed abundance of 
“ raiftakes, both on one fide and the other.” He 
then begged, that thfcy would not detain him, as he 
,was much diftrelTcd with fatigue, and wounds ; and 
, he was difmiffcd with the higheft expreffions of ap- 
plaufe, no lefs for his modefty, than his bravery. 
Meanwhile the conful had come as far as the Temple 
of Reft, on the road leading to Lavici ; whither 
waggons, and other carriages, were fent from the 
city, and took up the men who were f[)cnt with the 
fatigue of the adtion, and the march by night. The 
Conful loon after entered the city, and was not more 
anxioufly defirous to clear himfelf from blame, than 
he was to beftow on Tempanius the praife which he 
deferved. While the minds of the citizens were 


full of grief for the ill fuccefs of their affairs, and of 
refentment againft their commanders, the firft objedt 
thrown in the way of their ill humour was Marcus 
Roftumkis, formerly military tribune, with confular 
power, at Veii, who was brought to trial, and con- 
demned in a fine of ten thoufand afes in weight, of 
tyjfals *, Titus Quintius, his colleague, endeavoured 
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of that event from himfelf ® 
on his colleague, who was already condemned j and, 
as he had conduced bufinefs with fuccefs, both in Y.R. jjii- 
the country of the Volfcians when conful, under the ^-C-i*** 
aufpices of the diftator Podumius Tubcrtus; and 
alfo, at Fidenae, when lieutenant-general to another 
dictator, Mamercus ^milius, all the tribes acquitted 
him. It is faid, that his caufe was much indebted to 
the memory of his father Cincinnatus, a man held in 
high veneration j and likewift to Quintius Capitoli- 
nus, who, being now extremely old, begged with 
humble fupplications, that they would not fuffer him 
who had fo (hort a rime to live, to carry fu^ch difmal 
tidings to Cincinnatus, 


XLII. The commons created Sextus Tempani- 
us, Aulus Sellius, Lucius Antiflius, and Sextus Pom- ’ ‘ ***' 
pilius, in their abfence, plebeian gribunes ; thefe being 
the perfons whom, by the advice of Tempanius, the 
horfemen had appointed to command them as cen- 
turions. The fenate, finding that, through the gent- • 
ral averfion to Sempronius, the name of conful was 
become difpleafing, ordered military tribunes, with 
confular power, to be chofen. Accordingly there 
were clewed Lucius Manlius Capitolinus, (^intus 
Antonius Merenda, and Lucius Papiriiis Mugillanus. 

No fooner had the year begun, than Lucius Horten- 
fius, a plebeian tribune, commenced a profecution * 
againft Caius Sempronius, confid of the preceding 

year. 


^ A profecutioiiy befoi« the people, was a very tedious bufineit, and 
aflTorded the perfon acculed many chances of efcaping, even though hie 
Ifhould not be able to prove his innocence: he might prevail on the 
profecutor to reJinquilh the charge, or on a plebeian tribune tu inter- 
pore, or on the augurs to report ill omens on the day of the aAembfy 
for the decifion ; or, at the worft, he might go into voluntary exile $ 
* vertere folum extlit gratia.* A magiitrate, who intended to impeach 
a perfon before the people, mounted the roftrum, and gave notice, that^ 
on fitch a day, he intended to acenfe that perfon of luch a crime ji on 
which the party be acCufed was obliged to give bail for his appearance, 
which if he failed to do, he was thrown into prifod* On the day e|>« 
poinud, the people being aflembied, by centuries if the crinte charged 
p D 4. was 
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® ^ year. His four colleagues, in the fight of die Ro- 

, j man people, befought him not to involve in vexa- 
Y.R.nj. tion an unoffending general, in whofe cafe nothing 
B.C.4»9i. jjuj fortune could be blamed: Hortenfius took of- 
fence at this, thinking it meant a trial of his perfe-^ 
verance : and that the accufed depended noton the 
intreaties of the tribunes, which were thrown out 
only for the fitke of appearance, but on their protec- 
tion. Turning firft therefore to him, he alked, 
“ Where were the .haughty airs of the patrician ? 

Where was the fpirit upheld in confidence by con- 
“ jffcious innocence, that a man of confular dignity 
took (belter under the (hade of tribunes ?” Then 
, to his colleagues ; " As to you, what is your inten- 
tion, in cafe I perfift in the profecution ? Do ye 
** mean to rob the people of their jurifdiction, and 
to overturn the power of the tribunes ?” To this 
they replied ; “ thajvfith refpeft both to Semproni - 
us, and to all others, the Roman people polTeffed 
fupreme authority ; neither was it in their power, 

. <s’nor in their wifiics, to obftruft the jurifdidlion of 
“ the people ; but if their prayers in behalf of their 
general, who was to them as a parent, (hould have 
** no effedt, they were determined to change their 
« apparel along with him.” Hortenfius then de- 
clared, “ the commons of Rome (hall not fee their 
tribunes in the garb of culprits : I have nothing 
farther to fay to Sempronius, fince, by his conduct 

wa 9 capita], Sy trihee if /ineable, the pe rfon accufed was fummoned hy 
the crier, and if he did not appear, was p'lnilhed a.t the pleafure of the 
profeciitor. If he appealed, the accuftr mounted the roftrum, and be- 
gan his charge, which he carried on through that and two other days, 
allowing an tuterva) pf one day between each. On the third day he 
ynadie 4 recapitulation of the charge, anti mentioned the puniniment 
/peeijied **' an ofFt*ncc. This was expreffed in writing, 

^nd exhibited to public view during thr^e market-days. 1 his pro- 
ceeding was termed * rogatio’ in refpeCt of the people, irrogatio* 
in refpeft of the accufed. On the clay after the thud market-day, the 
•ecufsi' hnifhed the bufinefs of the profecution, and concluded with 
giving notice of the day on which tiie aflembly fhould meet to pals 
fXMigwtit. The akccuied was then at liberty to make his defence, ci- 
fhsr by himfelf, or by advocates. 

•"V'V,; ^ cr in 
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*■' in command, he has rendered himfelf fo dear to b k. 
“ his foldiers.” Nor was th^ dutiful attachment of . _ ! ^ 
the four tribunes more plcafing to the patricians and y.r. jjj, 
to the commons, than was the temper of Hortenfius, **»• 
complying fo readily with intreaties founded on 
jufticc. Fortune no longer indulged the jEquaas, 
who had embraced the doubtful fuccels of the Vol* 
feians as their own. 

XLIII. In the year following, "which had for con- Y.R. ji*. 
Alls Numerius Fabius Vibulanus and Titus Quintius 
Capitolinus, fon of Capitolinus, nothing memorable 
was performed again!): them under the condudt of 
Fabius, to whom that province fell by lot. The 
^quans, on their juft (hewing their Ipiritlefs army, 
were driven off the field in a lhameful (light, with- 
out affording the conful much hojiour, for which rea- 
fon he was refufed a triumph : however, as he had 
efiaced the ignominy of the misfortune imder Sem- 
pronius, he was permitted to enter the city in ova- ^ 
tion. As the war was brought to a conclufion, with 
Icfs diiliailty than had been apprehended, fo the city, 
from a ftate of tranquillity, was unexpefledly in- 
volved in a Icene of turbident dilicnfions between 
the patricians and plebeians. This was the effeft of 
a plan for doubling the number of qusftors : for the 
confuls having propofed, that, in addition to the two 
city-quaeftors, two others ihould always attend the 
confuls, to difoharge the bufinefs relative to the ar- 
my, and the meafure having been moft warmly ap- 
proved by the patricians, the tribunes contended, in 
oppofition to the confuls, that half the number of 
qu£ftors fhould be taken from among the commons, 
for hitherto patricians only had been eledbed : againft 
which foherae both cpnluls and patricians ftrug^led 
at firft with their utmoft power ; and, haying after- 
wards offered a concellioh, that according to the 
pradice in the cleftion of tribunes with confular 
power, the people fhould have equal freedom of 

fufirage 
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^ ^v? ^ Suffrage with rcfpeil to quaeftors, and finding that 
_ this had no efFeft, they entirely laid afidethc defign 
y.kJ 3u- of augmenting the number of qxwefl:ors. No fooncr 
**’C* ♦ was it dropped by them, than it was taken up by the 
tribunes, and feveral other It^iiious fchemes were 
continually ftarting up, and among the reft, one for 
an agrarian law-. While the ienate was defirous, on 
account of thefc commotions, that confuls fhould be 
elciTted rather than tribunes, and no decree of the 
Ienate could be pafled, on account of the prorefts of 
the tribunes, the government came from confuls to 
an interregnum : nor was even that accomplilhed 
without a violent ftruggle, the tribunes obftrufting 
the meeting of the patricians. After the greater 
part of the enluiug year had been wafted in conten- 
tions between the new tribunes, and the feveral inter- 
reges, the tribunes fometimes hindering the patricians 
fram aftembling Vo declare an interrex j at others, 
protefting againft the interrex paffing a decree of the 
. fenate for the elcftion of cpni'uls } at laft, Lucius Pa- 
pirius Mugillanus, being declared interrex, feverely 
reproved*both the fenate and the plebeian tribunes, 
affirming, that the commonwealth, after being 
forfaken and abandoned by men, and preferved 
** by the care and providence of the gods, fubfiftcd 
^ merely by means of the Veientian truce, and the 
“ dilatorinefs of the JEquans : from which quarter, 
Ihould an alarm of danger be heard, did they think 
it right, that the commonwealth, deftitute of a pa- 
“ trician magiftrate,ffiould be expofed to a furprize ? 
** That it neither flioiild have an army, . nor agcnc- 
** ral to enlift one ? Did they think an inteftine war 
the proper means to repel a foreign one ? Should 
bodv take place at the fame time, the power of 
** tbe gods would fcarce be able to prefcrvc the Ro- 
** man ftate from ruin. It were much fitter that 
both parties ffiouW remit fomewhat of their ftridt 
.*** rights; and, by a mutual compromife of their 
•♦^ijpfctenfions, unite the whole in concord, the fenate 
■ V “ permitting 
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** permitting military tribunes to be ?ippointcd in- ® ^ 

ftcad of cdnfuk, and the tribunes of the com- 


U 

it 

U 


mons ceafing to proteft againft the four quatftors Y.R. 
beir^chofenout of the patricians and plebeians, in- 
dilcriminately, by the free fufFragcs pf the people.” 


334 . 


XLiy. THEfeledionof tribunes was firft held, 
and there were clcAed tribunes, with confular power, 
l^ucius Quintius Cincinnatus a third time, Lu- 
cius FuriOs Medullinus a fecorld time, Marcus 
Manlius and Aulus Sempronius Atratinus, all patri- 
cians. The laft-named tribune prefided at the elec- 
tion of quxftors, when there appeared among feveral 
Other plebeian candidates, a ion of Antillius, a ple- 
beian tribune, and a brother of Sextus Pompilius, 
another of the plebeian tribunes : but neither their 
power nor intereft were able to prevent the people 
from choofing rather to raife thofe to the rank of 
nobility, whofe fathers and grandfathers’ they had 
feen in the confulfhip. enraged all the tri- 

bunes to madnefs, efpecially Pompilius and Antiftius, 
who were incenfed at the dilappointment of their re- 
lations. “ What could be the meaning of this,” they 
laid, that neither their fcrvices, nor the injurious 
“ behaviour of the patricians, nor even the pleafure 
** of exercifing a newly acquired right, though a 
« power was now granted which had hitherto been 
refufed, had bce'n fufficient to procure, for any one 
** plebeian, the office of military ttribune, or even 
“ that of quteftor ? The prayers of a father in be- 
half of his fon, thofe of one brother in behalf of 
” another, thofe of perfons inverted with the tri- 
“ bunclhip of the commons, that lacred and invio- 
“ lable power created for the protcdlion of liberty, 
“ had all proved ineffeftual. There muft certainly 
** have been fomc fraudulent pradices in rhe cjle, 
“ and Aulus Sempronius muft have ufed more arti- 
“ fice in the eleftion than was confiftent with ho-^ 
nourj” and they complained loudly, that their 

relations 
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BOOK relations had been difappointed of t^ic office by his 
^ . unfair conduft. But as an attack could not be made 

y.k.3is. on him, becaufc he >Vas fecured, both by innocence, 
B.c. 4>7. and by the office which he held at the time, they 
turned their refentment againft Caius Sempronius, 
uncle to Atratinus ; and, aided by Camuleius, one of 
their colleagues, entered a profecution againft' him 
on account of the difgrace fuftained in the Volfcian 
war. By the fame tribunes mention was frequently 
introduced, in the fenate, of the diftribution of lands, 
which fcheme Caius Sempronius had always molt 
vigoroufly oppofed : for they forefaw, as it fell out, 
that, on the one hand, Ihould he forfake that caufe, 
he would be lefs warmly defended by the patricians ; 
and, on the other, if he Ihould perfevere, at the time 
when his trial was approaching, he would give of- 
fence to the comm9ns. He chofc to face the tor- 
rent of popular d-ifpleafurc, and rather to injure his 
own caufe, than to be wanting to that of the public ; 

^ and therefore. Handing firm in the fame opinion, he 
declared, that “ no fuch largefs Ihould be made, 
“ which would only tend to aggrandize the three 
“ tribunes j affirming, that the objc 6 t of their pur- 
“ fuits was not to procure lands for the commons, 
“ but ill-will againft him. That, for his own part, 
he would undergo the ftorra with determined re- 
“ folution ; and, with regard to the fenate, it was 
** their duty, not to let fo high a value on him, or on 
“ any other citizen, as through tendernefs to an in- 
dividual, to give room for an injury to the pub- 
lie.” When the day arrived, he pleaded his own 
catife, with the fame degree of intrepidity j and, not- 
withftanding the patricians tried every expedient to 
foften the commons, he was condemned in a fine of 
fifteen thouland afes*. The fame year Poftumia, 
- « veftal virgin, was brought to trial for breach of 
chaftity. She was free from the guilt, but took too 

• 4S I. 8(. 9(1. 

little 
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little pains to avoid the imputation ofiit, which was book 
grounded on a lufpicion caufed by her too great gai- . ' . 

etyofdrcfs, and ]ter temper lefs referved than bc^Y.R.jas. 
came a virgin. The trial having been adjourned to b.c. 4»7* * 
a farther hearing, and (he being afterwards aci^uitted, 
the chief pontiff, by the direftion of the college, or- 
dered her to refrain from indifereet mirth j and, in 
her drefs, to attend more to the fanftity of her cha- 
racter, than to the falhion: In this year Cumae, a 
city then poflefled by Greeks, was taken by the 
Campanians. 


XLV. T HE enfiiing year had for military tribunes y.r. jjs. 
with confular power, Agrippa Menenius Lanatus, ®‘^***^' 
Publius Lucretius Tricipitinus, Spurius Nautius, and 
Caius Servilius ; a year, which, through the good for- 
tune of the Roman people, was rendered remarkable, 
rather by great dangers, than by Ioffes. The flaves 
formed a confpiracy to fet fire tathe city in different 
quarters} and, while the people'fhould be every 
w'hefe intent on faving the houfes, to take arms, and 
feize on the citadel and the .Capitol. J upitcr fruftrat- , 
ed their horrid defigns, and two of their number 
having made a difrovery, the guilty were leized and 


fuffered punilhment. The difeoverers were reward- 
ed with their freedom, and ten thouland ales* in 


weight of brafs, paid out of the treafury, afum, which 
at that time was reckoned wealth. Soon after, in- 


telligence was received at Rome, from good authori- 
ty, that the .^quans were preparing to renew hofti- 
lities, and that this old enemy was joined in the defign 
by a new one, the Lavicanians. Fighting with the 
i^quans was now become to the Rate almoff an anni- 
verfary cuftom. To Lavici ambafladors were fent, 
who having returned with an evafive anfwcr, from 
which it was evident that, though immediate war 
was not intended, yet peace would not be of long 


* 3*]. 5t. lod. « 

condnuimee. 
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BO o k: continuance, orders were given to the Tufculans to 
. ^ watch attentively, left any new commotion ihould 

y.r. J37. arifc at Lavici. The military tribunes, with con-. 
b.c. 4>5* fular power, of the next year, Lucius Sergius Fi- 
denas, Marcus Papirius Mugillanus, Caius Servilius 
Ion of Prifcus, who, in his di6tato/lhip, had taken 
Fidenae, were, foon after the cjimmenccment of 
their office, attended by an embafiy from Tufculum, 
the purport of which was, that^ne Lavicanians had 
taken arms, and after having^ in conjunflion with 
the jEquans, ravaged the tetritory of Tufculum, 
had pitched their camp at Algidum. War was then 
proclaimed againfl: the Lavicanians. The fenate 
having decreed that two of the tribunes Ihould go 
out to command the army, and that the other Ihould 
manage affairs at Rome, tliere fprung up on a fud- 
den a warm difpute among the tribunes, each repre- 
iendng himfelf as the fitteft perfon to command in 
the war, and fcorning the bulineis of the city, as dif> 
agreeable and inglorious. The fenate, beholding 
with lurprizc this indecent contention between the 
, colleagues, Quintus Servjilius faid, “ Since ye pay 
** no deference cither to this auguft body, or to the 
commonwealth, parental authority fliall put an 
** end to youfunfeemly altercation. My fon, with- 
** out putting it to the lots, fhall hold the command 
** in the city. I wifh thofe, who are fo ambitious 
** of being employed in the war, may a6t with 
“ greater prudence and harmony in their condufl 
of it, than they fhew in their prefent competi- 
<* tion.” 

. XLVI. It was refolved, that the levy fhould not 
be made out of the whole body of the people indif- 
criminately : ten tribes were drawn by lot, and out 
of thefe the tribunes enlifted the younger mcn^ and 
led them to the field. The contentions which ^gan 
between them in the city, were, through the fame 
eager •mbition for command, inflamed to a much 
j greater 
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greater height in the camp. On no* one point did book 
their fentiments agree, each contended ftrenuoitfly . ^ 

for his own opinion } endeavoured to have his own y.r, 3J7. 
plans and his own commands only put in execution j 473. 
Ihewed a contempt of the other; and met with the like 
contempt in return : until at length, on the remon- 
ftrances of the lieutenant-generals, they came to a 
compromife, that they ftiould enjoy the fupreme 
command alternately, each for a day. When thefe 
proceedings were reported at Rome, Quintus Servi- 
iius, whofe wifdom was matured, by age and expe- 
rience, is faid to have prayed to the immortal gods, 
that the difeord of the tribunes might not prove more 
detrimental to the commonv/ealth than it had done at 
Veii ; and to have urged his fon carneftly to enlifl: fol- 
diers and prepare arms, as if hc'forefaw, with certain- 
ty, fomc impending misfortune* Nor was he a falfc 
prophet ; for under the conduct of Lucius Sergius, 
whole day of command it was, the troops were fud- 
denly attacked by the iEquans, in difad vantageous 
ground, adjoining the enemy’s camp; into which 
they had been decoyed Iw vain hopes of maftcring . 
the camp; the enemy, counterfeiting fear, having 
retreated to their rampart. 'I'hey were driven, in 
great dilbrder, down a declivity in the rear, and, 

■while they tumbled one on another rather than fled, 
vaft numbers were overpowered and flain. With 
difficulty they defended the camp for that day, and 
on the following, tlic enemy having inverted it on 
feveral fides, they abandoned it in lhameful flighr, 
through the opportte gate. The generals, lieute- 
nant-generals, and fuch part of tne body of the army 
as followed tlie colours, took the route to Tufculumt 
the reft:, difperrtng up and down, made their way to 
Rome, by many different roads, bringing exagge- 
rated accounts of the difafter which had happened. 

This unfortunate affair cahfed the lefs confternation, 
becaufe it was not unexpefted, and becaufc there 
was a reinforcement of troops already prepared by 
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^ ^ fetrcely wM tjwre wy of idbe fHiblic terriway, not 

. _r the ground on which the eity itlclf was buil4 
v,.R.Vra. .but what had been acquired by arms t aU of which 
.conicquendy tmift have been comprehended in this 
law I nor could the n^uary tribunei« either in the 
fef)ate> or in the private meetings of the flolp^$> de- 
vife, in this exigency* any pronaifing plan of con- 
4udk: when Appius Clatwas* grandfen of him 
who had been decemvir for conapHrng the ]biws; bC' 
ing Che youi^eft fonator in the agembly* is faid to 
have told them/ that ** he had broi^ht from home, 
** for their ufc* an old fcheme* which had been fiift 
** dewfed by his Amily :~that his great grandfother 
Appins Claudios had ihewn the patricians one me* 
** thoa of the power of the tribunes* by the 

procefts of their colleagues ;-*'that new men were 
** eafily drawn off from (heir (fengnsbythe influence 
f* of people of confoquence, if they were addre^d 
*f in language foited to the times rather than to the 
** dignity of the fpeakers. Their lentimencs were 
ever dilated by their circamftances. When they 
fliould fee that their colleagues who Arfl; let the 
bulinefs on foot bad got the ftart of them* and 
<< monopolized the whole credit of it with the com* 
mom* and chat there was no room left for them 
to come in for any fliare, they would* wicluH^ 
" reludance* lean for fupport to the caufc of the 
** fenate, by means of which they might conciliate 
« the fovour* not only of the princ^al patriicians* 
•* but of the whole body.” Every ^ expreinnig 
their approbation, and partfoul^fy (^ntus Servilius 
Frifeus, highly commending the youth for not bav* 
ing degenerated fiom the Claudia race, a general 
charge was given, that they fopuld gain over foch 
of the college of tribones, as any of them could, to 
enter proteilf. On the breaking up of the 
the principal patricians made their applicatfons to 
tribunes, and by perfuafious, admomtious* aod 
liomhes that it would be acknowledged ai afovmir 
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by each of them in particular^ and alfo by the whole ® ^ ® K 
ienatr» they prevailed on fix to proinile their prn-^ . — 
tefta. Accordinglyi on the day fwowingt when the Y.R. 
fcaate was confulccd, as had been preconcerted, con- 
ceming the iedltion which Mscilius and Mxtilius 
were excidlig, by the prtmofai of a largefs of molt 
pernicious tendency, the ^eeches of the principal 
patricians ram all in the fiime ftrain, each declaring 
that, for his part, he could neither deviie any fa- 
** tisfii£iory mode of proceeding, nor could he fee a 
** remedy any where, unlefs it were found in the 
** protection of the tribunes. To chat office the 
** commonwealth, embarralTed with dilficuldes, in 
** like manner as a private perfon in diftrefs, had 
** now recourfe for aid : and that it would be highly 
** honourable to themfelves, and to their office, if 
** they Ihewcd that the tribunelhip pofiefied not 
** greater power to harals the fenate, and excite 
** difeord between the orders iti the ^te, than to 
** oppofe iiUdefigning colleagues.” The voices of 
the whole fenate were then heard together, appeals, 
to the tribunes coming from every corner of the 
houfe ; and, in feme time, filence being made, thofe 
who h^ been prepared through the influence of the 
principal nobility gave notice, that the propofal of a 
*' law, publilhed by their colleagues, which, in the 

judgment of the fenate, tended to the diflblution of 
** the commonwealth, they would oppofe with their 
*• protefts.” The thanks of the fenate were given to 
"die proceftors : but the authors of the propofal, hav- 
ing' called an afiembly of the people, abufed their 
colleagues as traitors to the interells of the commons, 
and ilaves to the confulars ; and, alter uttering other 
bitter inveClives againft them, dropped the profcci»- 
tion of their feheme. 

XLIX. The two perpetual enemies of the Ro- V.R. »•. 
mans woidd have given them employment during 
the feUowing year, io which Publius- Cornelius Cof 

£ £ a fusj 
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Gains Valerius Pocitus, Quintus Quintius Ciu- 
cinnatus, and Nutnerius Fabius Vibulanus were mi- 
Y.R. litary tribunes widi confular power, had not the re- 
B.C. 4«** ligious fcruples of their leaders deferred the militaiy 
operations of the Vetendans, in confequfnce of their 
lands having fuffered feverely, principlly in the de- 
ftrudion of their country-leats, by an. inundadon of 
the Tiber. At the lame dme, the A^uans, by the 
lofs which they had fuftained three years before, 
were deterred from affording aid to the Volani, one 
of the ftates of their kindred. Thcfe had made in- 
roads on the contiguous diftri£l: of Lavici, and com- 
mitted hoffilities on the new colony : in which un- 
Juft proceeding they had hoped to have been fup- 
ported by the concurrence of all the .£quansi but, 
being forfaken by their confederates, without per- 
forming any addon worth mentioning, they were 
ilrippea, in one flight bank and a flege, both of 
their lands and their city. An attempt made by 
Lucius Sexdus, plebeian tribune, to get a law pafled 
, that a colony fhould be Ici^ to Volas, in like man- 
ner as to Lavici, was crufhed by the protefts of his 
colleagues; who declared openly that they would 
not fuffer any order of the commons to be paikd, 
y.R. 34*. unlefs it were approved by the fenate. Next year 
B.C’.4«i» the .^quans, having recovered Volae, and lent a 
colony thither, ftrengthened the town with ^dU 
tional fortifications, the military tribunes with con- 
sular power, at Rome, being Cneius Cornelius Cof- 
fus, Lucius Valerius Potitus, Quintus Fabius Vi- 
bulanus a fecond time, and Marcus Poffumius 
Regillenfis. The condudt of the war with the 
jF)quans was intrufled to the laff-mentioned, a man 
of a depraved mind; which, however, did not ap- 
pear fo much in his management of the war, as in 
his behaviour after gaining fuccefs. For having, 
with, great adivity, levied an army and' marched to 
Volse, after •'breaking the fpirits of the .ffiquans in 
IH^t engagements, he at length forced his way into 
' 'J'-' thq 
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ihit tbwn : then he began a contention with his coun- Book 
trymen, inftead of the ^quans, and having pro- . . 

ckimedy during the aflault, that the plunder Ihould y.r. 341. 
be given to ^ thfc ibldiers, when he got poiTedion of *• 
die town, :)ie bsOke his word. This, I am inclined 
to believt, was the* caufe of the anger of the army 
againft him, rrather than their finding lefs booty than 
the tribune had represented, in a new colony, and a 
town which had been facked a fhort time before. 

Their ai^r was Either inflampd on his return to 
the city, whither he had been fummoned by his col- 
leagues, on account of fedirions raifed by the pie-* 
beian tribunes, by an exprefiion which he was heard 
to utter in an alTembly of the people, wluch fhewed 
great wcaknefs, or rather a degree of inlanity. On 
Sextius, the' plebeian tribune, propoling an agrarian 
law, and at the lame time declaring that he would 
alfo propoie the fending of v colony to Yoke, be- 
cauic thole men deferved to enjoy the city and lands 
of Yoke, who had gained polTeflion of them by their 
arms, he exclaimed, “ Woe to my foldiers, at lead) 

“ if they arc not quiet.” Which words gave not 
greater offence to the aflcmbly, than they did loon 
after to the patricians, when they heard them ; and 
the plebeian tribune, a keen man, and not deftitute 
of eloquence, having found among his adverlaries 
this haughty temper and ungoverned tongue, which, 
by provoking and tealing, he might drive into fuch 
expreflions as would excite general indignation, not 
only againd his particular perfon, but againd the 
whole body and their caufe, drew none of the col- 
lege of military tribunes into difputes, more fre- 
quently than Fodumius. But now, on fuch a bar- 
barous and inhuman exprelTion, he remarked, » Do 
** ye hear him, citizens! denouncing woe to foldiers 
as he would to Oaves ? and yet this brute will be 
" judged by you more deferving of that high office 
** than thofe who lend you into colonics, and enrich 
« you with lands and cities ; who provide a fetcle- 

* E j ** ment 
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* ^ ment for your old age ; • who fight, to the laO* i*r 
defence of your interefta againft fiieh chaei and 
y 4 . t4i* hai^tf adveriarics. Regtn then to wonder irhy 
s>v>4i><' ft fo few undertake your canifit. What vdold t^ey 
** have to txpe& at your hands ? jiofts of honour? 

Thefe ye choofe to eonfiir on your advedkries,, 
** rather than on the champions of the Roman peo« 
« pic. Ye murmured juft now on heaving that 
** man’s words;^ What does that avail ? If ye lual 
** an opportunity, this moment, of giving your 
« votes, ye would prefer this man who. denounces 
** woe to you, before thofe who wifti to procure 
** eftablilhnients for you, of lands, habitations, and 
property.” 

L. The words of PofttHnius being conveyed to 
die foldiers, excited in the camp a much higher de^ 
gree of indignation.^ *** Should a fraudulent embea- 
** zlcr of the ijioils,” they faid, ** denounce alfo woe 
** to the foldiers ?” A j^neral and open avowal of 
aheir refentment enfuing, the quteftor, Publius Sex- 
tius, fuppofingthat the mutiny might be quafhed, by 
the fame violence which had given rife to it, fcnt a 
liftor to one of the moft clamorous of the foldiers, 
on which a tumult and a iculBe arofe, in which he 
received a blow of a ftone, which obliged him to 
withdraw from the crowd j the perfon who had 
wounded him adding, with a fmecr, that « the 
« quaeftor had got what the general had threatened to 
f* the foldiers.” Poftumius being frnt for, on ac- 
count of this tumult, exafoerated ftillforther the ge- 
neral ill-humqur, by the feverity of his inqixries and 
cruelty of his puniihmenti. Atlaft, while h^ gave 
a looie to his rage without any reftraint, a crowd 
joeing drawn together, by the cries of fome whom 
he had ordered to be ^t to death under a hurdle^ 
htt ran down himfejf from the tribunal, fike a mad- 
mWj^againft thofe wim interrupted the execution, 
the crowd t?ciag provolced by the lifters 
, TH." clearing 
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cbari^ iSbe or all iida% aiid bf the centurions, ^ ^ 

their Uidi^tkm butft out widi Aich fury, that ihe 
BiiUcuy tribune mn overwhelmed with ftones byhhj y . r . i^if. 
own troops. When this deed of fuch a hekioos Aa-'®**^* ***^ 
twe was reported at Rome, and the military tribunes 
endeavoured to procure a decree of die linate, 
an inquiry isto tM death of their colleague, the’f>le<^ 
beiaft tribunes interpofed dieir proteft. Rut this dif^ 
puce was a branch m a conteft of another kind ; for 
the patricians had been ftized with apprehenfiont 
the commons, aiSluaced by lifcntment and dread 
of the ii^inries, would elc£t military tribuncs.out of 
their own body; tbetefbre they laboured with all 
their might for an eleftion of confids. The {debcian 
tribunes, not Offering the decree of the fenate to 
pafs, and alfo procefting againft the eledion of con« 
ads, the affair was brought to an interregnum. The 
patricians then obtained the vidlory. 

LI. Qhimtus Fabius Vibulanus, incerrex, pre'^Y.R.34«. 
Tiding in the afiembly, Harcus CorneHiK Co^ aShd.®* 4 io. 
Ijicias Furius Medidlinus were chofeh confids. IhT 
die beg^ning of their year of odice, the 
padbd a decree, thiK the tribunes Ihould, withoitf 
delay, proptde to the commons an inquiry into thO' 
mur^r of Poftumtus, and that the commons Ihould’ 
appoint whomibever they fiiould think proper to 
condufi; the inquiry. The employment was, by »' 
vote of the commons, which was approved by the 
people at large, committed to' the confuk ; wHo, 
notwithftanding they proceeded in the bufinels with 
the utmofi; moderation and lenity, padlng leasence 
puniibment only on a few, who, as there is good 
reaibn to believe, put an end to their own lives ; yet 
could not prevent the commons from conceiving the 
higheft di^leafurc, and from obfctving that “ ainr 
conftitutkMis, enacted for their advantage, lay to 
** long dopraant and unexecuted} whereas akw pa^, 

** to ^ meantime, configning their peribns and lives 
s E 4 “to 
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** filch fuU efFedt.” This would have been. a fn<^ 
y.r.34«. lealbnable time, after the.puniihmentof die naodny* 
S«C.^io. tQ ijjyg fiiothed their minds withfucha heafing mea- 
fiire.as the dillribution .of the lands of Volaa ; -m it 
would have diminiflied their eagernels in the porfuit 
of ,m agrarian law, which tended to expel the pa^^ 
triciahs fiom the public lands, the ppfiefilon of wJuch 
thqr had unjuftly acquired. But as matters were 
managed, the ill- treatment (hewn themv. in this very 
infiance, was an .addi^onal fourcc of vexation, as 
die. nobility not only pcrfifted with obftinacy to re- . 
tain pofleflion of th^ pidilic 4 nds, . which they held 
by force, but even refufed to diflxibute to the com- 
mons the vacant lands lately taken from the enemy, 
which would, like the reft, in a Ihort time become 
the .prey of a few. , This year, the legions were 
led put by die cqnful Furius againft die Volfcians, 
who were ravaging the country of the Hernicians i 
and not finding the enemy there, they proceeded to 
and took Ferentinutn, whidier a . great multitude of 
me Volfcians had retreated. The quantity of the 
fj^il was left than they had expefled, becaufe the. 
Volfcians, feeing fmall hopes of holding out, had 
carried oft their eftcds by night, and abandoned the 
town } which, being left almoft without an inhabit-,, 
ant, fell next day into the hands of the enemy. The 
lands were given to the Hernicians. 


Y.R. 34J. . LII. That year, through the moderation of the 
9.0.409. tribunes, pafied in.domcftic quiet; but the fuccced- 
ii^ one, wherein Qfiintus Fabius. Ambuftus and 
Caius Furius Pacilus were confuls, was ulhered in 
with the turbulent operations of Lucius Icilius a 
plebeian tribune. Whilft, in the very beginning of 
the year, he was employed in exciting fedition by 
the publication of agrarian laws, as if that were a 
incumbent 00 his name and family, a peftilence 
blit, more Rjariaiog, however, than deadly, 

which 
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men’s thoiig^tt finm the Pomm, and ®o«« 
polidcai difpitoes, to their, omi honres> and die care . *1* jf 
ofiheir peribnal^eey. It is beUeved, that the dif- Y.R.}4}r 
drdei^ svas' left > &ta^ in ite efl% 6 is, than the (edition B^^><409« 
'ifmcdd have pmvedi die date being delivered from 
it; with the I0& of ve^ /ew lives, '^owh the lick- 
nefs had been exceedingly genccaL T^u year of YJt. 
pediilence wasfucceeded by one of fcarciiy, owing 
fioi the ne^d o£ agnculture, dfual in' fuch cafes. 

Marcus Papinus Atradnus and Qam Naunus Rutilus 
were confuls. . Famine would now have produced 
more diitnal efieds dian the pcftilencei had not a 
iupply lieen procured to the market by dHpatchii^ 
envovs rouiid all the nations bordering on the Tuf- 
can lea, and on the Tiber, to purebafe corn. The 
Samnites^ who were then in poifelHon of Capua and 
Cumse, in: a haughty manner prohibited the envoys 
to trade there : they met with a diderent reception 
from the tyrants of Sicily, who ' kindly afforded 
them every alliftance. The largeft fupplies were 
brought down by the Tiber, through the very adive> 
zeal of the Etrurians. In confequence of the Gck-^ 
nels, the conAils were at a lols for men to traniad 
the bufinefs of the Hate, fo that, not finding more 
than one fenator for each embaffy, they were obliged 
to join two knights to each of them. Except from 
the fickne^ and the fcarcity, there happened no- 
thing during thole two years, either at home or 
abroad, to give them any trouble. But no iboner 
did thofe cauics of uneafinefs difappear, than all the 
evils which had hitherto fo frequently difturbed the 
quiet of the date, Hatted up together, intelline dif- 
cord and foreign wars. 

« 

LIII. In the fuCceeding confulate of Mametcus y.r. 345. 
.£milius and Caius Valerius Potitus, the .Squans B.c.407. 
made preparations for war ; and die Volfcians, though 
they took; not arms by. puhUc authori^, AippUed 
them widi volunteers who ferved for pay, On the 

report 
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i^rt ofih'dtiliiies hinwg^beea i^ommiticd 
Sir they;had npw inarciyra our into die i«mtorks of 
V4..t4t' Latinei. and iderm^ns,.^<;¥8]ethii .tkf cmiToI 
Br C* wt* bi^an to enlil}; tioopSy- whilftMarpns MatQiut«'{deberi 
ian tribune, who was pufltiiig forward an aguiaftlairy 
ehftru&ed the teviet} and as dic pe(^ were fecura 
o£ the fuj^rt of rite tribune, no one, who did noe 
ehoo£t i^ took the military oath, when chi a itiddeiiK 
. news arrived that the eite^l of Carventa had beea 
feized by the edemy. The dilgiaec inewted byride 
events while ic ftfWd the feiMae as a ground of ft* 
vert r^rbariies againft Maenius, afforded at the 
dune rime to rite mher tribunes, who had beat alr> 
rady }>re>ei^|ed to proteft: againft. the agnurian 
law, a more jidliffabie pretext (or a^ng in oppo- 
litioA to their eoBeague. Wherefore, wer the fau- 
fineft had been ptotra&ed to a great length, by 
wrai^ling difputes^ the eonfuls appealing to gods 
and men that whatever loii&s or diigrace had already 
been, or was likely to be fuffered, from the enemy, 
•the blame of all was, to be imputed to Mas* 
itius, who hindered the levies li Maenius, on the 
other hand, exclatoiing, riiat if the unjoff occupiers 
WGRild repgn the poffeffion of the pu&ic lands, he 
would give no delay to the levies j the nine 
tribunes mteapoied, by a decree, and put an end 
to the conteff, proclaiming as the detemunatioa 
of t^ir college, that " they would, for the pur* 
** pole of enforcing the levy, in oppoiltion to the 
** proteft of their colleague, fupport Caius Vale* 
w riiB in. iniiiSting fines and other penalties on hich 
w as fiM»ld refufe ^o enlift.” Armed with this de* 
cree the conful ordered a few, who appealed to the 
tribune, to be taken into cuffody} at which, the 
xedr, bdiig terrified, cook the mintary oath. The 
cna^ were led to the dtadel of Carventa, and 
riMWsg^ umtaal diihke prevailed baweea them and 
rim ppR&l} yet, aa foon a& rircy aaived at the fpoc, 

. they 
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riiey rti»dc the citadel w 4 Mi gfeat fpiiit, drivii^ otttB o o 
the trodps : which 'defended it. Numbers having . * ’ j.> 
carelefslf flxaggkd froth the garrifon, in iearcfa of y.r. $45, 
plunder, had idt the place expofitd to be attacked B.c.4«}r.‘ 
widi lueeeirs. The founder was confiderable ; be- 
caufejChe whole of what they colle£hed, in their con- 
tinual depredations, had been ftored up there, as in 
a place of fa&ty. This die conful ordered die 
qiueftors to fell by auction, and to cany the produce 
into die treafury, declaring that. when the foldiers 
fhould appear not to have declined the fervice, they 
diould then ihare in the IpoU. This added fuel to 
the at^r of the commons, and the Ibldiery, agtunft 
the coh&l, tnfomuch that when, in purfuance of a 
decree of the fenate, he entered the city in ovadoa, 
in die couplets of rude vcrles, thrown out with mi- 
litary licence, wherein the conful was rede&ed on 
with feverity, the name of Msenhis was extolled with 
praifes, and on every mention of the tribune the at- 
tachment of the furrounding populace manifel^ 
itlelf in expreffions of aiijgooation and applaufe, 
vdikh vied with the verfes of the foldiers. This 
eircumftance more than the wanton raillery of the 
foldiery j^nd: the conful, which was in fome mea- 
fure cudomary, gave great uneafinefs to the fenate ; 
fo that, not doubting but Maenius would be honoured 
with a plaoe among die military tribunes, if he were 
to be a candidate, they put irout of his reach by ap- 
poindi^ an cleftion of confuls. 

LIV. The confuls eleftedwere Cneius Come- y.r. ,4s. 
4 ius C<^us and Lucius Furius Medullinus a fccond b. 0.40$. 
time. The commons were never more highly dif- 
pleafed, at not being allowed to ele£l tribunes. At 
the ele^on of t^usedors, they both difeovered this 
di^leafure, and at the fame time took their revenge, 
by elef^tng then, fer the firft time, plebeian qutedors; 
in the ele^o of the four, there was room led only 
fog one patrician, who was QkSo Fabius Ambudusi 

the 
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• K the three plebeians^ ^intus SiKus, V Poblhis 

t . iEHus, and rublius Pupiiis wctc preferred before 
Y. R< $ 4 <. yoxing men of the moft illaftrious femifies. That 
1^. C. 4 e«> the people exerted this freedom> in aviiqg their fof- 
fragesi was owing, I find, to the Icifii, out of which 
femily, the moft hofiile of any to the patriciaos, three 
were appointed tribunes for that year; w^, after 
flattering die people with the profped of a multinide 
of various and great defigns to be atchkved, and 
thereby exciting their moft ardent wiflies, affirmed 
that they would not ftir a ftep, unlefi die people 
w'oold, at kaft in the ek£don of quaeftors, die bnl^ 
one which the fenate had left open to both patrici« 
ans and plebeians, ihew a proper degree m fpirit 
for the accomplifliment of what they wiflied for fo 
long, and what die laws had put in their power. 
The commons, therefore, confidered this as an im- 
portant vidory, apdeftimated the quxftorfhip in its 
prefent ftate, not acccQtding to the iotrinfic value of 
the office itfelf, but as it appeared to lay open to new 
men an accefs to the conlmihip and the honours of a 
triumph. On the other hand, the patricians ex- 
prefled great indignation, at the profpeft'of the* 
polls of honour not being (hared with others, but loll 
to themfelves, affirming, that if things were to rc- 
V main in that Hate, it would be folly to educate 
children, who, being excluded from the fiation of 
1* their anceftors, and feeing others in poflelfion of 
** "their rightful honours, would be left without com- 
** mand or power in the Rations of Salii or Flamens, 
with no other employment than th« of olferiag 
« lacrifices for the people.”' The minds of both 
parties being highly irritated, while the commons 
alTumed new courage, and had alfo acquired three 
leaders of die popular caufe, of mod didinguilhed 
r,epuutbn, the fenate, feeing that every cle^ion 
whereid the commons had liberty of chooling out of 
Ik)^ parties, would prove ' in the ilTue like that of 
ou^dofs, w^rf earned for .the .efet^ion of con- 

folsi 
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fuls, which was not, y«t laid open to both. On the ® * 

other hand) the Icilii infiiftc,d that military tribnnes. j 
ihould be elcAed, and fomeilhare in the pofts of ho- Y.K. , 
nqur at.length imparted to the commons. ®' 


LV. T HE confuls had no buline& on their hands, 
by an oppofition to which, they coold extort'a com* 
pliance with their wilhes : when at a moment fur- 
prifingly feafonable for their purpofe, news was 
brought that' the Volfcians and ^quans had 
marche4 beyond* their own frontiers, to ravage the" 
lands of the. Latines and, Hernicians. To oppoi«» 
whom, when the confuls began to levy troops, the 
tribunes exerted themfelves ilrenuoudy to hinder 
them i affirming that this was an advantageous opr- 
•portunky, prefentcd by fortune to them and to the 
commons. There were three of them, all men 
of the moll aflive talents, and of a family of diftinc* 
vtion among the plebeians. Two df thefe chofe each 
a conful, whofe motions he was to watch with unre- 
mitting afliduicy s the thifd had the charge aOigned , 
him, of fometimes reftraining, fometimes fpiriting up 
.the commons by his harangues. Thus neither could ' 
the coniiils accomplilh the levy, nor the tribunes the 
ele^lon which they wilhed. After fome time, for- 
tune inclining to the (ide of the commons, exprdles 
arrived that the .ffilquans had attacked the citadel of 
Caryenta, while the folcicrs of the garrifun were 
Hra^ling abroad in fearch of plunder, and had put 
to death the few who were left to guard it ; that fe- 
vcral were flain, as they were haftily returning to the 
cittdel, and others while they were difperfed through 
the country. This incident, while it prejudiced the 
ftate, added force to the prcgcdl of the tribunes. 
For, though alTailed by every argument to induce 
•them to delift, at kaft in the prefent fituatioti of afr 
&irs, from obftrufling the bufinefs of the war, they 
would not give way either to the ftorm which threat^ 
«iied the |iublic, or to. the totrent of dil^afttrc.to 

which 
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^ K it^iehthemfelTCS were expofed » aa4 ac lengiiib 

md dicir pdnt, that tiie tinzm ihoold a decree 
v.itTs«s ^ the de«ion of miittiiry' iribuneto This howmir 
9>c.4o6< aras accompanied widt an expr^ftipqle t K m , tiMttr no 
peHbn ihould be admitted as a candidate who was in 
that year a pkbebn tribtine ; and ths^ no plebeian 
tribune Ihmild be re-»choieo for the yeht fi)Uowii]||: 
the ienatej in this;> pointing undoiditecfly’at the lcihi> 
whom they accufed of aiming at ^ eon^mibune- 
^ip, as a reward for their fedidous eimdud in the 
plebeian. . After this> the levy and other preparadom 
tor war, went forward, with the general conctiivetKe 
of ad ranks. The diverfity of the accounts givea 
by writers renders it uncertain, whether bodt confab 
marched to the citadel of Carvema^or whether one 
remained at home to hold the elections.; but thole 
ifi£ts, in which they do not diiagree, we may receive 
as certain ; that, after having carried on the attadc 
for a long rime,' without c&dl, the army redred 
from the citadel of Carventa> that, by the iamc ar> 
my, Verrogo, in the country of the VoUcians, was 
ret^en, great devaftadon niade, and immenfo boo^ 
captured, in the territories both of the .£quans arid 
VoKcians. 

y.R. 347 . At Rome, as the commons gamed the vic> 

B.C. 405. .mry, fo far as to procure the kind of elefiton which 
they preferred, fo, in the ilTue of the eleflion^ the 
patricians were vicarious : for, contrary to the ex- 
pedadoB of ad, three patricians were chofen mili- 
tary tribunes with coniidar power; Catus Julitrs 
Itdos, Publius Cornelius Co^s, and Cains Servi- 
lius Ahakii It is faid that an ardfice was praitifed 
by the patricians on the occafion^ and the tcihi, 
charged them with it at the time ; that by uiter- 
imxing » number of niwrorthy can^datrsr wii& the 
defeivii^ they^ turned away the people^a thoi^^MS 
frmti .the plebdan can^dates, ehreni^ die di%tdl; 
% the retttarkabk meannefo of foino of die 
' ‘ number. 
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VitjesiMET. Information waanbw received t^’tiie Vcd* ^ o ^ 
ici^ and Jfiquana, actuated by hopea th^con- . '-} * f 
ceived, frMn Mving been am to keep pblSsdim of Y.R. ']4y. 
file citadel of C«venta, or by anger, ror the loft of B*c. 4a5> 
the ganifen of Verrogo, had in cor^tmiStion com- 
menced hoftihtiea, witii the utmoft form vdik:h they 
cotdd mufier, ami that tite Antimis were the chief 
promoters of thb mealmv. I'hatr their anibafladors 
had gmie about among the ftates cf both thole na- 
tions, upbraidti^ their fpiriclefa, conduft. That they 
had’ the year be&ve lain hid behind waHs, and fuf- 
fered the Romans to carry their depredations 
through every part of their country, and the garrifon 
efVeie^goto be overpowered. That now, not on- 
ly armed troops, but mlonies abb, were feitt into 
their territories $ and dial the Romans not only kept 
poftliion of their property, and diftributed it aitioi^ 
themfelves, but even made a prefent to the Hemici- 
ansof Terentiffum, a diftriA of afhich they had been 
Gripped. Pec^kV minds being inBamed bythek 
rairelentarions, wherever they came great numbers 
df the young men were enKfted. Thus the youth of 
att the &veral nations were drawn together to 
Antiun^ and ther^icching their camp, they waited 
6 ir the enemy. Theie violent proce^ings being 
yepoited at Rome, and exaggerated beyond the truth, 
die feaiace inftaiidy ordered a di(^ator to he nomi- 
naieik their idtimate refource in all perilous con- 
jundures. We are cold diat this meafure gave great 
oSence to Julius and Cornelius, and was not accom- 
yilifted without a great deal of ill temper. The 
principal patvicians, after many fruieieis compliunts 
againll the mUttary tHjbunes, for refuTing to be di- , 
itfiBed by the fohate, at kift, went fo for, as to ap- 
peal to tlte tribunes of the commons, roprefenting, 
diat eotapulfory meafores had been ufed chac bo- 
dy even to confols in a fimilar cafe. The ptebeian 
tribunevovefj^cd at this dideafion among the pa- 
tricians, made aolwer, that " there was no fuppovt to 

“be. 
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A ft cat K e^iSbed j&cmi pcrionfr who were ndt 
^ _ “ in the number of driasensj or even of the human 

** race. If at aiiy dme the phfts .of honour : 0 iouhil 
9 iC* 405. K ceafc to be confined to one party, and the pec^e 
ihould be ajdmitted .to a Aare in the adn^ttotion 
** of government, they would, dmn ‘exert their ...enr 
** deavoun to prevent the decrees of the fenate being 
invalidated by any arrogance of magiftrates. Un^ 
til then, the patricians, who were under nor reftratot 
“ of reverence CO the laws and nu^iftratea,. might 
“ by them^lves muukge the tribumtUnofiice aloi% 
“ with the reft.” ; t , ? . 

LYII. This contention, at a molt un&afonablc 
time, when they had on tii«ir- hands a war of fuch 
Importance,. occupied every one’s thoughts { until at 
l^th, after Julius and Cornelius hi^ for a loi^ 
time defcanted, by turns, on die injuftice done diem 
in, .&atdting out of dieir haiulsthe honourable encr 
ploymenc intrufted to them by dve. people, srihm 
.they were fufiidendy qualified to conduct the war, 
Servilius Ahala, one of the military tribunes^ 
that “ he had kept filence .fo loi^, not.becaufehe 
“ was in doubt what part he oUght.to takoi for what 
" good citizen would confider his own emolument, 
“ as diftinci from diat of the puUic i but becaufe he 
wiftied, that his colleagues Would, of their own 
“ accord, yield to . the authority of the. fenate, rather 
“ than let ftipphcadons be made to the cdlege of 
** tribunes, for fiipport agakift them* That not* 
“ withftanding what had pafied, if the fituacioniiof 
“ a^rs would allow it, he would (till give diena 
.“ time to recede from an opinion, coo obftinately 
■“ maintained. But as the exigencies of war would 
“ not wait on the counfels of men, he would prefer 
f* the tnterdl of the commonwealth, to the regard 
f*; of his colleagues i and if the fenate continued in 
.the lame fentimentst he would, on. the ftiUowing 
*1, nQminatc;u..difl^orj* and, if any pcHoii 
9 . ' “ protefted 
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•‘“protefted againft the fenate paffing a decree, he ® ^ o K 

would confider a vote of that body as fufficient j 

authority*.” By which conduit, having, defervedly, y.r. 3+7. 
obtained the praifes and favour of all, after he had B.C.40S. 
nominated Publius Cornelius diitator, he was him> 
felf appointed by him mailer of the horfe, and af- 
forded ah exam^ to fuch as obferved his caie, and 
that of his colleagues, that honours and public fa- 
vour fomctimes offer themfclves more readily to 
thofe who fhcw no ambition for, them. The war 
produced no memorable event. In one battle, 
and that gained without difficulty, the enemy were 
vanquiffied at Antium. The victorious army 
laid the lands of the Volfcians entirely wafte. 

Their fort, at the lake Fucinus, was taken by ftorm, 
and in it three thoufand men made prifoners; the reft 
of the Volfcians were driven into the towns, without 
making any attempt to defend the country. The 
diftator having condufted the war in fuch a manner 
as fhcwed-only that he was not negligent of fortune’s 
favours,, returned to the city with a greater ffiare of 
fuccefs than of glory, and refigned his office. The 
military tribunes, without making any mention of an 
elefbion of confuls, I fuppofe tli rough pique for the 
appointment of a didlator, ifllied a proclamation for 
the eledlion of military tribunes. The perplexity of 
the patricians became now greater than ever, when 
they faw their caufe betrayed by men of their own 
order. In like manner as they had therefore done 
the year before, by fetting up as candidates the molt 
unworthy of the plebeiansj, they created a difgufl: 
againft all, even the deferving j and then, by engag- 
ing thofe patricians who were moft eminently dif- 
tinguilhed by the fplendor of their charafter, and by 
their intcreft, to ftand forth as candidates, they fc- 

* Many circumdances might prevent the fenate’s pafHng a decree j, 
in fuch cales the oi5inion of the njajority wa» rtconled, and was called 
* ^rnatus au£ioritas«^* It might be referred to the people for con- 
iiimation. 

VOL. u IS cured 
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BOOK cured every one of the places, fo as not to leave 
. - ■ rooih for any plebeian. There were four ele£(ed„ 

Y.R. 348. ail of whom had already difcharged that office, Lu- 
B. c. 404. cjyg Fttfius Medollinus, Caius vScrius Potitus, Ni»- 
merius Fabius Vibuianus, and Caius Serviiius Ahala: 
' the laft being continued in office, by re'elet&ion, as- 
well on account of his other deierts, as in co^quence 
of the popularity which he bad recently acquired by 
his lingul^ moderation. 

0 

LVIII. In that year, the term of the truce widi 
the Veientian nation being expired, ambafiadors and 
heralds were employed to make a demand of fatis- 
fadtion for injuries, who, on coming to the frontiers, 
were met by an embafly from the Veicntians. Thcfc 
requefted that the others would not proceed to Veil, 
until they ihould firft have accefs to the Roman fe- 
nate. From the fenate they obtained, that, in eon- 
fidcration of the Veientians being diftrefled by intef- 
tine dUienfions, fatisfo^lion ihould not be demanded: 
10 far were they from feeking in the troubles of 
others, an occaiion of advancing their own intcrefts. 
In another quarter, in the country of the Volfcians, 
a difafter was felt in the garrifon at Verri^ being 
loll. On which occaiion lb much depended on time, 
that though the troops bcfieged there by the Volfci- 
ans, had fent for aflillaiKe, and might have been; 
fuccoured, if expedition had been ufed, the army 
lent to their relief, came only in time to dellroy the 
enemy, who, juft after putting the garrifon to the 
fword, were diijjerfed in fearch of plunder. The 
blame of fuch. dilatory condudt was not to be im- 
puted to the tribunes, fo much as to the Icnate; who, 
becaufo they were told that a very vigorous reliftance 
was ftiade, never conlidered, that there are certain 
Hmits to human ftrength, beyond which no degree 
of bravery can proceed. Thefe very gallant ibl- 
efi^rs, however, were not without revenge, both bc- 
fore and after their death. In the following year, 
5 Publius 
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I’ublitia and Cneitiis Cornelius Coffus, Numerlus Fa- 
bius AmbtiftuSj and Lucius Valerius Potitus being . . 

military tribunes with confular power, war was com- Y.it. 
menced againft the Veientians, in refcntment of an B.C.4»s. 
iniblent anfwer of their fenate i who, when the am- 
bafiadors demanded fatisfadion, ordered them to be . 
told, that if they did not Ipeedily quit the city, they 
would give them the .farisfadion which Lars To- 
lumnius had given. The ienate being highly offend- 
ed at this, decreed, that the military tribunes Ihould, 
on the firft day when it could +>c done, propofc to 
the people the proclaiming war againft the Vcienti- 
ans. As foon as that propofal was made puUic, the 
young men ojjenly exprefled their difeontent. The 
war “ with the Voll'cians,” they faid, “ was not yet 
** at an end i it Was not long fincc two garrifons 
** were utterly deftroyed, and, one of the forts was 
with difficulty retained. Not a year palTed, in 
which they were not obliged to meet an enemy 
in the field, and, as if this drudgery was thought 
“ too little, a new war was now fet on foot againft a 
** neighbouring, and Aoft powerful nation, who * 

“ would foon roufe all Etruria to arms.” Thelc 
difeontents, fuggefted by their own thoughts, were 
farther aggravated by the plebeian tribunes, who af- 
firmed, that " the war of greateft moment fubfifting* 
was that between the patricians and plebeians. 

" That the latter were defigncdly harafled by mili- 
** tary Icrvice, and expofed to the deftruflive w'ca- 
" pons of enemies. They were kept at a diftance 
from the city, and in a ftate of banifhmcnt, left# 

“ iliould they enjoy reft at home, they might turn 
f‘ their thoughts towards liberty, and the eftablifh- 
“ ment of colonies, and form plans, either for ob- 
taining pof&ffion of the fHibiic lands, or aflerting; 

** their right of giving their fufFtages with frec- 
** domi” Then taking hold of the veterans, they 
recotmted the years each of them had ferved, their 
wounds and fears, afldng " where was there room 
*• on thdt bcxUci to receive new wounds? whaa 
r F a qmmtiqr 
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B o o li «« quantity of blood had they remaining which could 
. : _f “ be filed for the commonwealth ?” As they had by 
Y.R. 349. thefe fuggeftions, thrown out in public afiemblies, 
B. C.403, rendered the commons averfe to the war," the deter- 
mination on the propofition was adjourned to another 
time, becaufe it was manifeft, that if it came before 
them, during the prefent ill-humour, it would cer- 
tainly be rejefted. 

LIX. It was rcfolvcd, that, in the mean time, the 
military tribunes Ihould lead an army into the terri- 
tories of the Volfcians. Cneius Cornelius alone was 
left at Rome. The three tribunes, finding that the 
Volfcians had not formed a camp any where, and that 
they were refolved not to hazard a battle,' divided 
their forces into three parts, ai\d fet out towards dif- 
ferent quarters to waftc the enemy’s country. Va- 
lerius direfted his march to Antium, Cornelius ta 
Eccetra, and wherever they came, they made ex- 
tenfive depredations both on the lands and houfes, in 
order to divide the forces of the Volfcians. ' Fabius^ 
marched, without any plunScring, to attack Anxur, 
which was the principal objedl in view. Anxur 
is the city which we now call Tarr^acinse, fituated on 
a declivity adjoining a morafs. On diis fide, Fabius 
made a feint of attacking it, but fent round four 
cohorts under Caius Servilius Ahala, who, having 
feized on the eminence which commands the city, 
from this higher ground aCailed the walls, with great 
fhouting and tumult, on a fide where there was no 
guard to defend” them. T'hofe, who were employed 
in defending the lower part of the city againft Fa- 
bius, being ftunned with amazement at this tumult, 
gave him an opportunity of applying the foaling lad- 
ders. Every place was quickly filled with the enemy, 
and a' dreadful daughter continued a long time with- 
out diftindion of thofe who fled and thole who made 
•refiftance, of the armed and unarmed. The van- 
quifoed therefore were under a necclTity of fighting, 
itherc beii« no hope for fuch as retired, until an or- 

■ , i . j... 
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der was fuddenly proclaimed, that no one Ihould 
be injured except thofe who were in arms, which 
induced all the furviving multitude to lay down 
their arms. Of thefe, there were taken ^ve, 
to the number of two thoufand five hundred. 
Fabius would not fufier his fuldiers, to meddle 
with the reft of the fpoil, until his colleagues 
arrived, laying, that thofe armies had alfo a Aare 
in the taking of Anxur, who had diverted the other 
troops of the Vollcians from, the defence of the 
place. On their arrival the three armies plundered 
the city, which a long courfe of profperity had 
filled with opulence j and this liberality of the 
commanders firll began to reconcile the commons to 
the patricians: which end was foon after farther 
promoted ; the principal nobility, with a generofity 
towards the multitude the moft feafonable that ever 
was Ihewn, procuring a decrefe pf the fenate before 
fuch a feheme IhouJd be mentioned by the tribunes 
or commons, that the foldiers Ihould receive pay out 
of the public treafury *,* whereas hitherto every one 
had difeharged that duty at his own expcnce. 



Y.R. 3*9. 
B. C.403. 


LX. No mcafure, we are told, was ever received 
by the commons with fuch tranfports of joy : they 
ran in crowds to the fenate-houfc, caught the hands 
of the fenators as they came out, declaring that they 
were fathers in reality, and acknowledging that their 
conduct had been fuch, that no man, whilft he had 
any Ihare of ftrength remaining, would fpare his per- 
fon, or his blood, in the caufe of a country fo liberal 
to its citizens. Whilft they were delighted with the 
comfortable profpeft of their private property at all 
events refting unimpaired, during fuch time as their 
perfons ihould be configned over to the common- 

• The foot foldiers only. The horfe did not receive pay until three 
years after* The pay of a foot foldier* in the time of the fecond Pb* 
nick war, was three afes ; too fmal), if they had not received an allow- 
ance of coro and fometiines of clothes. 

F F j wealth. 
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® ® ^ ^ wealth, and employed in its fervice, their-joy received 
_ a manifold addition, and their gratitude was railed to 
a higher pitch, from the confideration that diis had 
B>C*49j'bcen a voluntary grant, having never been agita- 
ted by the tribunes, nor extorted by any requi- 
fitions of their own. The plebeian tribunes, alone, 
partook not of the general joy and harmony difFufed 
through every rank, but averred, that " this would 
“ not prove fuch matter of joy, nor lb advantageous 
to the body of thef patricians, as they themlc|ves 
** imagined. That the plan appeared better on the 
** firft view, than it would prove on experience. 
For how could that moncy.be procured unlefs by 
impoling a tax on the people ? They were gene- 
** rous to fome, therefore, at other people’s cxpcnce. 

Befidcs, even though others Ihould put up with 
** this, thofe who had fcrved out their time in the 
“ army would never endure, that others Ihould ferve 
on, better terms than they themfeives had done ; 
« and that they Ihould bear ij^he cxpcnce both of their 
** own fervice and of the fervice of others.” Thefc 
arguments had an effeft on great numbers of the 
commons. At laft, on the publication of the decree 
for levying the tax, the tribunes went lb far, as, on 
their part, to give public notice, that they would fup- 
poft ar4y perfon who Ihould refulc his proportion of 
the tax for payment to the foldiers. The patricians 
perfifted with perfeverance in fupport of a matter fo 
happily begun. They firft of all paid in their own 
proportion j and there being no filver coined at that 
time, fome of them conveying their weighed brafe 
to the treafury in waggons, gave a pompous appear- 
ance to their payments. After the fenate had with 
the ftrifteft punftuality made their payments, in pro- 
portion to their rated properties, the principal ple- 
peians, conncfted in friendlhip with fhe nobility, in 
tavfoance of a plan laid down, began to pay j and, 
the populace faw thefe highly commended by 
thj^ Qfitricians, and a|fo rcipected as good citizens by 
!’ ■ thofe 
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iliofe of mifitary age, fcorning the fupport of the ® o K 
tribunes, they began at once to vie with each other . j 
in paying the tax. The law being then pafied, for y.r. 349. 
declaring war againft the Veientians, a numerous +**■' 
army, compofed chiefly of volunteers, followed the 
new military tribunes, with confular power, to Vcii. 

t 

LXI. Thbse tribunes were Titus Qutnrius Capi- y.r. 350. 
tolinus, Publius Quiniius Cincinnatus, Caius Julius 
lulus afecondtime, Aulus Manlius, l.ucius Furius 
McduUinus a fecond time, ahcl Manius .^milius 
Mamercinus. By thefe Veil Avas firft inveftcd. A 
little before this fiege began, a full meeting, of the 
Etrurians being held at the temple of Voltumna, the 
queftion whether the Vcientians fliould be fupported 
by the joint concurrence of the whole confederacy, 
was left undecided. During the following year the 
liege was profecuted with lefs .vigour, becaufe fome 
of the tribunes and their troops ^erc called away to 
oppofe the Volfcians. The military, tribunes, with y.r. 351. 
confular power, of this .year were, Caius Valerius 4e»- 
Potitus a third time, Manius Sergius Fidenas, Pub- 
lius Cornelius Maluginenfis, Cneius Cornelius Cafltis, 

Csefo Fabius Ambuftus, Spurius Nautius Rutilus, a . 
fecond time. A pitched battle was fought with the 
Volfcians, between Ferentinum and Eccetra, in 
which the Romans had the advantage. Siege was 
then laid by the tribunes to Artena, a town of the 
Volfcians. After fome time, the enemy having at- 
tempted a folly, and being driven back into the town, 
the Romans got' an opportunity of forcing their way 
in, and made themfcives mafters of every place, ex- 
cept die citadel. This fortrefs was, naturally very 
llrong, and a body of armed men had thrown them- 
fcives into it. Under its wall great numbers were 
flain and made prifoners. The citadel was then be- 
fieged, but it neither could be taken by ftorm, bc- 
caufc it had a garrifon fuificient for the fize of the 
place, nor did it afford any hope of a furiender, be- 
F F 4 caufc. 
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B o b K caufc, before the city was taken, all the public (lores 
of corn had been conveyed thither } fo that the Ro- 
Y. R jst mans would have grown weary of the attempt, and 
B. C.40X retired, had not the fortrefs been betrayed to them 
by a (lave. He gave admittance, through a place 
of difficult accefs, tp fome foldiers, who made themr 
felvcsmafters of it; and while they were employed 
in killing the guards, the rell of the multitude, lofing 
all courage at the fight of this unexpefted danger, 
laid dowfn their arms. After demolilhing both the 
citadel and city of Artena, the legions were led back 
from the country of the Volfcians, and the whole 
power of Rome turned againft Veii. The traitor 
received as a reward, befides his liberty, the pro- 
perty of two families, and. was called Servius Ro- 
manus. Some are of opinion, that Artena belonged 
to the Veientians, not to the Volfcians: a miftake 
occafioned by there having been once a town of that 
name, between Ctere and Veii. But that town the 
Roman kings demoJilhed ; it was the property of the 
Ca:ritians, not of the Veifntians; this other of .the 
fame name, the deflrudion of which we have related, 
was in the country of the Volfcians. 
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BOOK V. 

On occqfm of the fege of Veii^ winter huts ereBed for the 
troops \ on account of which^ being a new plan^ the tribunes 
of the people endeavour to excite difcontent^ complaining that 
no repofe is given to the foldiers^ ejoen in winter. The ca^ 
valry for the frjl timcy ferve on ho^fes of their own.. Feii, 
after a fege of ten years ^ taken by Furius Camtllus^ diBator* 

In the charaBer of military tribunes^ he lays fege to Falifci ; 
fends back the children of %he enemy ^ who were betrayed info 
his hands : being charged with criminal conduB^ goes into 
exile. The Senonian Gauls lay fege to Clufum. Roman 
ambaJfadorSy fent to mediate peaccy take part with the C/w- 
fans \ provoked at whichy the Gauls march direBly againf 
Rome^ andy after routing the Romans at the Alliay take pof 
feffon of the whole cityy except the Capitol. Having fcaled 
the Capitol in the nighty they are difcovered by the cackling of 
geefey and repulfedy principally y by the exertions of Marcus 
Manlius. The Romans y compelled by famine y agree to ran^ 
fom themf elves. While they are weighing the goldy Camillas 
arrives with an armyy beats off the Gauls y and defrays their 
army. He prevents the defgn of moving to V iiu 

T. D^ace now fubfifted in all other quarters j but book 
Jl the Romans and Veientians were ftill in arms, _ v. 
and difplayed fuch violent rancour and animofity as ^ 
made it evident that utter deftruftion would be the b.c.' 
fate of the party vanquiflied. The cleftion of ma- 
giftratcs in the two ftatcs was conduftcd in very dif- 
ferent 
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B 0^0 K ferent methods. The Romans augmented the num- 
1...— j ber of their military tribunes with confnlar power, 
Y.R. 35s. electing eight, a number greater than had hitherto 
B.C.400. been known. Thefe were Manius ^milius Ma- 
mcrcinus a fecond time, l.iiciiis Valerius Potitus a 
third time, Appius Claudius Craflus, Marcus Quin- 
tilius Varus, Lucius Julius lulus, Marcus Poftumius, 
Marcus Furius Camillus, Marcus Poftumius Albi- 
mis. The Veientians, on the other hand, diigufted 
at the annual intrigues of candidates, which were 
fometimes the caufe of violent dilfenfions, elefted a 
king. This ftep gave great offence to all the dates' 
of Etruria, as, befides their abhou eiice of kingly go- 
vernment, they held the perlbn ekded in nolefs de- 
teftation. He, out of the inlblcnce of wealth, and 
arrogance of his temper, had, before this, ren- 
dered himfelf obnoxious to the nation, by violently - 
- breaking off the ^.performance of certain annual 
games, the omiflicn of which was deemed an impi- 
ety : for, indig^t’cd by pique, becaufc another can- 
‘didate for the office of pried had been preferred be- 
fore him, by the fuffrages of the twelve ftates, in 
the middle of the folemnity, he abruptly carried away 
the performers, of whom a great part were his flaves. 
That nation, therefore, devoted beyond all others to 
religious performances, the more fo, bec^ufe they 
excelled in the condudl of them, paffed a decree, 
by which all aid was refufed to the Veientians, fo 
long as they Ihould continue under the government 
of a king. At Vcii, all mention of this decree was 
fuppreffed by people’s dread of the king, who 
treated any perfon, reported to have mentioned fuch 
a matter, as a leader of fedition, not as the author of 
an idle rumour. Although the Romans received in- 
telligence that all was quiet in Etruria, yet, being 
aJfo informed that this bufinefs was agitated in every 
one of their meetings, they formed their fortifications 
in Tuch a manner 4s gave them fccurity on both 
fidcs. Some they raifed on the fide next the town, 

againft 
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j^ainft the irruptions of thc^townfmen; by others, 
the fide oppofite Etruria was guarded againft any 
auxiliaries which might perhaps come from thence. 

II. The Roman generals, conccivinggreater hopes 
from a blockade, than from an alTault, refolved to 
carry on their operations during the whole winter ; 
and accordingly they began to eredt huts, a thing 
quite new to Roman foldiers. As foon as an ac- 
count of this was brought to th« plebeian tribunes, 
who for a long time paTt found no pretext for ftart- 
ing new difturbances, they flew out to meet the peo- 
ple in aflcmbly, and laboured to inflame the minds 
of the commons, aflTerting, that " this was the pur- 
pofe for which pay for the foldiery had been ef- 
** tabliflied ; nor had they been fo blind, as not to 
** fee, that fuch a prefent from their enemies was 
“ tainted with poifon. That ’the liberty of the 
commons had been fold ; their young men carried 
away without hope cf return, ejrilcd from the 
city and from the cortlmon wealth, and not per- 
“ mitted to give way even to the feverity of winter, 
nor to take a view of their houfes and family af- 
fairs. Wliat did they fuppofe was the reafon for 
keeping the troops on duty without intermiflion ? 
** They would find it, in faft, to be no other, than 
** the apprehenfion, left, in cafe of the attendance 
of thoic youths, in whom the whole ftrength of 
the commons confifted, fome fteps might be 
taken towards promoting their interefts. Befidcs, 
the men were more haraffed, and fubjedfed to 
greater hardlhips, than the Veientians. For the 
** latter Ipent the winter under their own roofr, 
** having their city fecured by ftrong walls, and its 
naturd fttuation; while the Roman foldiers, ip 
the midft of labour and toib, lay expofed to 
its feverity in tents, overwhelmed in fnoW and 
frofti never laying their arms out of their hands 

** even 
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B oti K « even in that feverc feafon, which gives a fclpitc to 
. “ all wars cither on land or Tea. Neither kings nor 

V.K.35t. the confuls, overbearing as they were, before the 
B.C. 400. « inftitution of the tribunitian office ; nor the ftern 
“ government of a dictator ; nor the arbitrary de- 
“ cemvirs ; ever enjoined fuch an inllance of fervi- 
" tudcj as this of unremitting military fervice. Yet 
" military tribunes affirmed that degree of kingly 
power over the commons of Rome. What 
would have been" the beiiayiour of thofe men, in 
the office of cenful or didator, vtho have exhi- 
** bited a pidurc of proconfnlar power in colours of 
“ fuch harftinefs and cruelty,? But this was no worfe 
“ than what the people deferved. Among eight 
“ military tribunes, they did not give room to one 
“ plebeian. Till of late, the patricians ufed to find 
“ the utraoft difficulty, in filling up three places 
“ but, now, they,mUrch io files, eight deep, to take 
« pofleffion of the pofts of government ; and even 
“ in fuch a crowd, no plebeian is found intermixed, 

‘ “ who, if he ferved no other purpofe, might remind 
“ his colleagues, that the army was compofed not of 
" flaves but of freemen j of citizens who ought to 
“ be brought home, at lead in winter, to their ha- 
“ bitations, and the comfort of their own roofs, and 
** allowed, at fome time of the year, to vific their 
“ parents, children, and wives } to exercife the rights 
of freemen, and to ffiare in the eledion of ma- 
giftrates.” While they exclaimed in thefe, and 
fuch like terms, they were not unequally matched in 
an opponent, Appius Claudius, who had been left 
at home, by his colleagues, for the purpofe of re- 
preffing the turbulent fchemes of the tribunes; a 
man trained, from his youth, in contentions with 
the plebeians ; who, fome years before, had recom- 
mended, as has been mentioned, the difuniting the 
power of the tribunes by the protefts of their col- 
leagues. 


III. En- 
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III. Endowed by nature with good abilities, and B o cyis . 
poffeflcd alfo of experience, from long praftice, he . . 

Ipoke on this ocafion in the following manner : " If y.r. js». 
** it ever was a matter of doubt, citizens, whether 400. 
“ the motives which led the plebeian tribunes to fo- 
" ment fedition, on every occafion, regarded your 
“ interefts, or their own, I am confident that, in the 
" courfe of this year, every fuch doubt muft have 
“ vaniflied j and while I rejoice at your being at 
“ length undeceived in refpedt of a miftake of long ' 

“ continuance, I cannot, at the jaine time, refrain 
“ from congratulating you, and, on your account, 

“ the commonwealth, that the delufion has been re- 
“ moved by a train of profperous events, rather.than 
“ by any other means. Is there a perfon living, who 
" is not convinced that the plebeian tribunes were 
“ never fo highly difplcafed and provoked, by any 
" inftance of the ill treatment felt by you, if any fuch 
** ever really exifted, as by the generofity of the pa- 
tricians toward the commons, in eilablifhing pay 
for the army ? What other event do ye think they 
" cither dreaded then, with fo much anxiety ; or 
“ wilh, fo ardently, at prefent to obviate, as an 
union between the orders, which in their opinion 
“ would prove the fubverfion of the tribiinitian 
“ power? Thus, in faft, as labourers in the Held 
“ of iniquity, they are at a lofs for employment j and 
“ even wilh, that there may be always fome difcaled 
“ part in the commonwealth, for the cure of which 
“ they may ,bc employed by you. For whether, 

“ tribunes, are ye at prefent defending the epm- 
" mons, or making an attack on them ? Whether 
are ye adverfaries of the foldiery, or patrons of 
** their caufe. Unlefs, perhaps, ye fay thus, what- 
ft ever the patricians do, we difapprove, whether 
it be favourable or prejudicial to the com- 
« mons } and, juft as mafters forbid their flaves to 
have any dealings with thofe belonging to others, 

** and think proper to cutoff the commerce between 

“ them 
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B <S.o K “ them either of kindnefs hr tinkindneis, ve, in lii&c 
. T* p ** manner, interdidl the patricians from all intercourfe 
35». ** with the commons ; left by our civility and gene.-* 
B. c. ♦OP. *« rofity we Ihould challenge the regard of the cdm- 
mons, and they become obedient and willing to 
*• be dirc£led by us. Would it not mueh better 
** become you, if ye had any of the lentiments, I 
fay not, of fellow citizens, but of human beings, 
“ rather to favour, and, as far as is in your power, 
** to cherifli this kindnefs of the patricians, and the 
** tradlable dilpofkion of the commons ? Were 
** fuch harmony once eftablilhcd, on a permanent 
footing, who is there that would not venture to 
** engage, that this empire would foon arrive at a 
« height of grandeur for beyond all the neighbour- 
** ing ftates. 

IV. “ I SHALL hereafter explain to you, not only 
** the expediency ‘but the neceffity, of the plan 
" adopted by my colleagues, of not drawing off 
** the troops from Veii, until the bufinefs fhall be 
• completed. At prefenc I choofe to confine my 
** oblervations to the ftate of the fbldiery : and if 
what I lhall fay on that head were to be fpoken, 
“ not only before you, but alfo in the camp, i am 
perfuaded, that it would appear reafonable, to 
** the judgment of the army themfeives. Indeed, 
** if my own underftanding were incapable of fug- 
« gefting any arguments on the fubjedt, I might be 
“ well content with thofe which have , been thrown 
« out in ■ the difeourfes of our adverfaries. They 
** lately infifted, that pay ought not to be given to 
** the foldicrs, becaufe it had never been given 
** before. Upon what grounds, therefote, can 
** drey now be difpleafed, if perfons who have re- 
** ceived an addition of profit, beyond what was 
uiual, are enjoined to perform feme additional 
** labour proportioned thereto ? In no cafe, is la- 
•* hour to be procured wit^t emolument, nor 

** emolument. 
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*' emolument, in general, without the expencc of » ^ 

" li^our. Toil and pkafiire, in their natures op- . . 

" polite, are yet linked together in a kind of y.R. 

** natural conneflion. Formerly, the foldier dccni- 
** cd it a hardfliip to give up his labour to tlie 
commonwealth, and to bear his own expences. 

“ At the feme time, he found pleafurc in having it 
“ in his power, for a part of the year, to till his 
“ own ground, and to acquire the means of fup- 
“ porting himfclf and his family, at home, and in 
** the field. At prefent, he has a fource of plea- 
** fure in the profits conferred on him by the com- 
mon wealth, and he receives his pay with joy. 

“ Let him, therefore, bear with refignafron his 
** being detained a little longer from his home, and 
“ from his family affairs, which arc not now biir- 
" thened with his expences. Suppofe the com- 
monweaJth called him to a ftatement of accounts, 

*' might it not juftly fay, you receive pay by the 
“ year, give me your labour by the year. Do you 
" think it jirit, that for half a-yeac!s fervice, you 
Ihould receive a whole year’s pay ? It is difa-* . 

“ greeablc to me, citizens, to dwell on this topic ; 

“ for this kind of dealing iuits only thofe who erti- 
“ ploy mercenary foldiers j but we wilh to deal, as 
with our fellow-citizens i and think it but rea- 
Ibnable, that we Ihould be dealt with, as tfieir na- 
“ live country. Ekhcr the war ought not to have 
been undertaken, or it ought to be condufted 
in a lUanner fuited to the dignity of the Roman 
** people, and to be brou^t to a conclufion asfoon 
as pofliblc. Now it will certainly be brought to 
“ a conclufion, if we prefs forward the ficgc, if we 
“ do not retire, until we have attained the objeft of 
our hopes, in the capture of Veii. In truth, if 
there were no other motive, the very diferedit of 
« afting otherwife ought to bind us to perfeverftncc. 

** In formet times, a city was held befieged for tea 
“ years on ai:count of one woman, by the united 

** force 
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* force of all the Greeks. At Mjhat a diftance from ' 

** their homes ! What trafts of land and fea lying 
between 1 Yet, we grumble at the fatigue of a 
fiege of one year's continuance, within lels than 
twenty miles of us, almoft within fight of our city ; 
becaufe, I fuppofe, the occafion of the war is 
“ trifling, and the ground of our quarrel not fuffi- 
“ cicnt in juftice to ftiniulatc us to pcrfevcre. This 
“ is the feventh time that they have rebelled. Du- 
ring peace, they never were faithful to their cn- 
gagements. They have laid wafte our territories 
** a thoufand times They have compelled the Fi- 
“ denatians to revolt from us ; have murdered our 
** colonifts in that diftridt ; and have been the infti- 
“ gators of the impious murder of our ambalTadors, 
“ in violation of the’iaws of nations : they have en- 
deavoured to llir up all Etruria againft us ; and, at 
this day, are bufy in the fame attempt : and fcarcc- 
“ ly did they refraitj from offering violence to our 
** ambalTadors who demanded fatisfaftion. Againft 
** fuch people, ought war to be waged in a remifs 
*<■ and dilatory manner ? * 


V. “ If fuch juft caufes of relentment have no 
“ weight with us, I befeech you have thefe confide- 
rations none ? The, city has been inclofcd with 
“ immenfe works, by which the enemy are confined 
within their walls. They have not tilled their 
lands; and what were tilled before, have been laid 
“ watte; in the coorfe of the war. If we withdraw our 
army, who can doubt that not only through defire 
** of revenge, but even through the neceffity im- 
** pofed on them of plundering the property of 
** others, fince they.have loft .their own, they will- 
** make an nnvafion on our territories f By fuch 
condudt therefore, we fhould not defer the war, 
** but open it a paffage into our own frontiers. What 
** flull we fay, as to the circuroftanccs immediately 
Rafting the foldicrs, of whofe intcrefts your wor- 
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thy tribunes have, all on a fudden, grown fo care- ® "*• 

** ful, after having attempted to wreft their pay out . — . 

** of their hands ? How do they ftand ? They have y.r. j 5 *. 
** formed a rampart and a trench, both works of 
** immenfe labour, through fo great an extent of 
** ground : they have erefted forts, at firft only a 
few, afterwards a great number, when the army 
** was augmented ; and they have railed defences, 
not only on the fide next to the city, but alfo op- 
** pofite Etruria, againft any fuccours which fliould 
** arrive from thence. Why. need I mention towers, 

*.* covered approaches, and the like j together with 
all the various machines uled in attacking towns ? 

** Now, that fuch a quantity of labour has been ex-' 

** pended, and that they have juft come to the finifli- 
ing of the work, do ye think it would be prudent 
** to abandon all thefe preparations, that, the next 
fumnier, they may be obliged, to undergo again the 
lame courle of toil' and labouf in forming thefe 
a-new ? How much lefs difficulty would it coft, to 
** fupportthe works alreajjiy formed, to prefs forward < 
and perfevere, and tlius get rid of the trouble ? 

** For there is no doubt that the bufinefs will be foon 
** accomplilhed, if it is pulhed forward by an uni- 
form courfc of exertions j and, if we do not our- 
** fclves defer the attainment of our own hopes, by 
” thus interrupting and fufpending our proceedings. 

** What I have faid, regards only the labour, and 
** the lofs of time. But M.me alk farther, can we 


difregard the danger which we incur by procraft i- 
nation } while we fee fo frequent meetings held by 
** the Etrurians on the fubjed offending aid to Veii ? 
« As matters ftand, at prefent, they are difpleafed 
** and angry with that people ■, detlare that they will 
« not fend them aid j and, for any concern which 
« they take in the affair, we are at liberty to take 
** Veii. But who can promife that if we fufpend 
“ our operations, they will be in the lame temper 
hereafter ? For, if you allow any relaxation, more 
vpL. I. o O' " reipedlable. 
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rcfpeftablej'and more frequent, cmbaffies wIU bt 
difpatched; and the very circumfbmbfi which 
now difgufts the Etrurians, the eftabHfiiment of a 
king at Veii, may, in the interim, be' done away, 
either by the joint determination of the feveral 
members of the ftatc, for the fake of recovering 
the friendftiip of Etruria, or by a volunt;^ry aft of 
the king himfelf, who may be unwilling to conti- 
nue on the throne, when he finds it an obftruftioft 


to the welfare of his countrymen. See now how 
“ many.confequences, and how detrimental, attend 
that method of proceeding; the lofs of works 
formed with fb great labour ; the confequent de- 
“ vaftation of our frontiers ;"and, inftead of the Vei- 
” entians, the whole nation of Etruria united againft 
” us. ThCfe, tribunes, are your plans, much indeed 
” of the ferae kind, as if, in the cafe of a fick perfon, 
” who by fiibmitting to a regimen with refolution, 
” might quickly* recover his health, one fhould 
” render his diibrder tedious, and perhaps incurable, 
. “ for the lake of the present plcafurc Which eating 
** and drinking would affijrd him. 


VI. ” I INSIST, that, though it wcreofnocon- 
” fequence, with rclpeft to the prefent war, yet it is 
” certainly of the utmoft importance to military 
” chat our foldicrs be accuftomed, not 

” oi^lo enjoy the fruig ofviftory, but, Ihoiild the - 
" bufinefs prove tedidj^ to endure the irklbmenefe' 
of delay ; to wait dieifiue of their hopes, though 
“ tardy j and, if the fummer did not finilh the war, 
“ to try what the winter might produce ; and not; 
” like fummer birds, to look about for hiding-places 
, ” and Ihelter, thC moment autumn arrived. Con- 
” £dcr, I beleech’ you, how the pleafure of hunting 
” and cagernefs in the chace hiury men through 
: , woods and mountains, in the ao^ of fioft and 


fnow ; and, lhaU we not bellow on the ncceflfery 
exigencies of w» the feme degree of patience^ 
■■■■'' 4 - « which 
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“ which is ufually called forth, even by fport and B It 
" amufement? Do we fuppofe the bodies of our . 7* , 
" ft^diers fo efFeminate^ their minds fo feeble, that 
" they cannot for one winter endure the fatigue of a b.c. 4 <»o» 
** camp, and abience from home ? That, like thofe 
who carry on war by fea, they regulate their ope- 
*» rations by taking advantage of the weather, and 
** obferving the feafons of the year ? That they are 
** incapable of enduring either heat or cold ? I am 
“ convinced they would blufli, if fuch things were 
** laid to their charge, and wolild infill: that both 
** their minds and bodies were poflefied of manly 
** firmnefs : that they v/ere able to perform the du- 
** tics of war, as well in winter, as in fummer : that 
** Aey never had commiffioned the tribunes to pa- 
** tronize floth and effeminacy; and remembered 
** very well, that it was not under their own roofs, 

** nor in the fhade, that their ^nceftors eftablilhed 
that very office. Such fentimetits are worthy of 
** the valour of your foldicrs, fuch are worthy of the 
** Roman name ; not to confider merely the city of , 

** Veii, fior the prclcnt war, in which ye are employ* 

** ed, but to feek a reputation which may laft during 
** other wars, -and among all other nations. Do ye 
** look on the difference between the charaders 
** which will be applied to you, according to your 
** conduiSt in this affair, as a matter of trivial im- 
portance ? Whether the neighbouring nationsdeem 
** the Romans to be foldicrs of fuch a kipid, that any 
** town which can withftand their firft affault, and 
that of very fhort continuance, has nothing farther 
«» to apprehend ; or, whether our name be terribla 
** on this account, that neither the fatigue of a tediou? 

** liege, nor the feverity of winter, can remove a 
Roman army from a place, which it has once in- 
* vcftesdj that it knows no other termination of 
war, thim victory j and that its operations are not 
more difringuifhed by brifknefs of action, than by 
f* fteady perfeve.i!aiace ? a qualification which, as it 

oca “ U 
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® is highly rcQuifite in every kind of - military fcr- 

. “ vice, is mou particularly fo in carryii^ on fiegcs 
Y,R. 35». “■ of towns j becaufe thefe being generally, from 
». C 400. (t nature of their fituation, and the ftrength of 
“ their works, impregnable by aflaUlt, time alone 
“ overpowers and reduces them by means of hunger 
“ and thirft, as it will certainly reduce Veii, unlels 
“ the tribunes of the commons fupply aid to the 
" enemy, and the Veientians find in Rome that 
fupport, which they leek in vain in Etruria. 
" Could any other event fo fully accord to the 
“ wilhesrjfthe Veientians, as that the city of Rome 
firft, and then, by the fpreading of the contagion, 
“ the camp, Ihould be filled with fedition ? But now, 
” among the enemy, fuch a temperate difpofition 
“ prevails, that neither through difguft at the length 
“ of the fiege, nor even at the eftabliiliment of king* 
“ ly government, Ips one change of mcafures been 
** attempted j nor has the refufal of aid, from the 
“ Etrurians, foured . their temper j becaufe, if any 
“ one there propofes feditious mealures, he will be 
“ inflantly put to death*^} nor will any perfon be 
“ fulFered to utter fuch things, as are uttered among 
. you without any fear of punifliment, Hedefcrves 

" the ballinadc who forfakes his colours, or quits 
“ his poll : yet men are heard, openly in public af- 
fembly, recommending, not to one or two parti- 
cular foldiers, but to whole armies, to leave their 
“ colours, and defert their camp. With fuch par- 
tiality are ye accuftomed to liften to whatever a 
“ plebeian tribune utters, although it manifeftly 
1“ tends to the ruin of your country, and the diflblu- 
“ tion of the commonwealth ; and lb captivated are 
“ ye by the charms of that office, that, under Iheltcr 
« of it, ye fuffer every kind of wickednefs to lurk 
*' unnoticed. They have but one ftep farther to 
“ take, to engage the foldiers in camp, in the fame 
« mealures which they urge here with fq much 
'^ckmour, to debauch the troops, and allow them 
' ' ' « no 
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** no longer to obey tlieir officers, fince liberty, ac- ® o K 
cording to the prefent notion of it at Rome, con- ■ j 
“ fifts in cafting off all reverence for the fenate, for y.r. at. 
the magiftrates, for the laws, for the pradlices of®- 
our anceftors, for the inftitutions of our fathers, 

9od for military difeipline.” 


VII. Appius was now fully equal to a contention 
with the plebeian tribunes, even in the affemblics of 
the people, when a misfortune ffiffered before Veii, 
by an effeft which no one could have expected, 
threw the fuperiority at once on his fide, and pro- 
duced both an unufual harmony between the orders 
of the ftate, and a general ardour to pulh on the fiege 
of Veii with greater vigour. For when the trenches 
had been advanced almoff to the very town, and the 
machines were juft ready to be applied to the walls, 
the troops, employing greater affiduity in forming 
their works by day, than in guarduig them by night, 
pne of the gates was thrown open on a hidden, and a 
vaft multitude, armed effiefly with torches, Tallied 
forth, and fet fire to them on' all fides j fo that the 
flames deftroyed in an inftant both the rampart and 
the machines, the conftruftion of wliich had coft fo 
much time ; and great numbers of men, attempting, 
in vain, to lave them, perilhed by the fword and the 
flames. When news of this difafter arrived at Rome, 
it diffufed a general fadnefs through all ranks of men, 
and filled the fenate alfp with anxiety and ftrong ap- 
prehenfions, left they Ihould find it impoffible to 
withftand any longer the ipachinations of the fedi- 
tious, either in the city, or the camp, and left the tri- 
bunes of the commons Ihould infult over the com- 


monwealth, as if it lay vanquilhed at their feet. At 
this junfturc, thofe perfons who poffeffed cqueftrian 
fortunes, and had not had horfes affigned them by the 


public, after previoully confulting together, went iq a 
body to the fenate, and having opined permiffion tx) 
Ibcak, declared their refolution to ferve in the army, 
■ • G G ^ oq 
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® *^.on horfcs provided at their own expencc. On which 

^ . the fenite returning them thanks, in the mdft honour- 

y.R. j5». able terms, and the report of this proceeding having 
B. c. 400. ipread through the Forum, and all parts of the city, 
there immediately enfued a general copcourfe of t^ 
commons to the fenate-houle, where they declared, 
that “ they were now the infantry of that army j and 
that, though it was not their turn to ferve, yet 
“ they freely engaged their fervice to the common- 
** wealth, whether if fhould be thought proper to lead 
themtoVeii, or to any other place. Iftheylhould 
be led to Veii,’^ they affirmed “ that they would 
“ never return from thence, until that city Ihould be 
“ taken from the enemy.” ’ The fenate now fcarcc 
fet any bounds to the torrent of joy which flowed in 
upon them 5 for they did not, as in the cafe of the 
horfemen, pafs an order for thanks to be conveyed by 
the magiftrates, nekher were the people called into 
the fenate- houfe to receive an anlwer j nor did the 
fenators confine tfiemfclvcs within their houfe ; but, 
• from the eminence adjoining, every one of tliem ea- 
gerly, with voice, and hands, teflified the public joy, 
to the multitude who flood below in the aflembly ; 
declared, that, by fuch unanimity, the city of Rome 
was rendered happy, invincible, and everlafting j 
praifed the horfemen, prailed the commons ■, blefled 
even the day, as a day of happinels, and acknowledg- 
ed that the courtely and kindnefs of the patricians 
were now outdone, while through excefs of joy, tears 
flowed in abundance, both from the patricians and 
commons ; until the fenatprs, being called back in- 
to their houfe, pafled a decree, that “ the military 
“ tribunes, fummoning an aflembly, ihould give 
“ thanks to the infantry, and to the horfemen, and 
ihcfuld afllire them, that the fenate w’ould’kecp in 
remembrance the dutiful afledion which they had 
, fhewn towards their country j and had come to a 
.j^folutton that every one of thofe who had, out of 
jtMi'n, voluntarily undertaken the fervice, iliould 
' enjoy 
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Cnjojr rank and pay from that date.” A certain 
fHpend was alfd afligned to the horfemen. This 
die firft inftanoc of the cavalry lerving on their own 
Irorfea. This army of volunteers, being led to Veii, ® 
not only reftoitd the works which had been de- 
ftroyed, bur ereftcd new ones. Greater care than 
«ver was ufed, in fending them fupplies from the 
city, that no kind of accommodation Ihould be 
wanting to troops who merited fo highly. 



VIII. The enfuing year had military tribunes y.r. jyj. 
with confular power, Caius Scrvilius Ahala a third 
time, Quintus Servilius, Lucius Virginius, Quintus 
Sulpicius, Aulus Manlius a fecond time, Manius 
Sergius a fecond time. In their tribunate, whild 
all men’s attention was direfled to the Veientian 
watj the fccurity of the garrilbn at Anxur was ne- 
glcAed, the foldiers obtaining feave of ablence, and 
the Volfcian traders being freely 'admitted ; the con- 
lequence of which was, that the guards at the gates 
were fuddenly overpowared, and the place taken by, 
furprize. The number of foldiers flain was the lefs, 
becaufe, except the fick, they were all employed like 
futtlers, in trafficking about the country and the 
neighbouring cities. Nor did better fuccefs at- 
tend the operations before Veii, which were then the 
grand objeft which engrofled all the public folici- 
tude } for the Roman commanders (hewed a ftronger 
diipoiition to quarrel among themfelves, than to afl: 
with (pirit i^inft the enemy. And befides, the 
|Jower of their adverfaries received an addition, by 
the unexpefled arrival of the Capenatians and 
Falifeians. Thefe two dates of Etruria, contiguous 
in lituation to Veii, judged that, (hould that city be 
conquered, they Ihould be the next expoled to the 
attacks of the Romans. The Falifeians were farther 
induced, by a reafon particularly affecting them- 
fclves, to enter into the quarrel, as having formerly 
paade thcttilelves a party in the war of the Fidcna- 
c G 4 tians : 
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B-eij K tjans ; wherefore^ after having, by redprocal <m»- 
baffies, ratified their eng^ements with an oath, they 

Y.R. ssj. advanced ydth their forces to Vcii, at a motmint 

B.C. 3JJ. when no one thought of their coining. . They hap- 
pened to attack the camp on that quarter, where 
Manius Sergius, military tribune, commanded, and 
they caufed a violent alarm ; for the Romans ima- 
gined that all Etruria had been fet in motion, and 
had come out in a mals againft them. The fame 
opinion roufed to adbion the Veientians in the city. 
Thus the camp was attacked on both fides ; and the 
troops, in oppofing the attempts of the enemy, be- 
ing obliged to wheel round their battalions from one 
fide to another, could neither eiTeffually confine the 
Veientians within their fortifications, nor repel the 
afiaulc from their own works, and defend themlelves 
againft the enemy, on the outer fide. Their only 
hope was, that they might be reinforced from the 
greater camp, and then the feveral difiTerent legions 
would fuppott the different parts, of the fight, fome 
againft the Capenatians and^^'afifeians, others againft 
the fallies from the town. But that camp was com- 
manded by Virginius, between whom and Sergius 
fubfifted a mutual peribnal hatred : on being inform- 
ed that moft of the forts were attacked, the fortifi- 
cations fcakd, and that the enemy poured in on both 
fides, he kept his men within his own camp, under 
arms, faying, that if there were need of a reinforce- 
ment, his colleague would fend to him. His arro- 
gance was equalled by the obftinacy of the other, 
who, fooncr than he fhould appear to have afkedany 
afliftance from a perfon with whom he was at enmi- 
ty, chofe to be conquered by the enemy, rather than 
to conquer by thejdielp of his countryman. , His 
troops, jnclofed on either fide, fuffered great flaugh- 
tcr for a long time at laft, abandoning the works, a 
very fmall part of them, made their way to the prin^ 
c]^,camp: the greater number, with Sergius him- 
jc%; proceeded to Rome » here, as he threw the 

entire 
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entire blame on his colleague, it was determined, book 
that Virginius fliould be called home from the camp, , _f 
and that in the mean time the lieutenant-generals 
Ihould hold the command. The affair was taken *-'• w*-" 
iiito confideration by the fenate, where the difputc 
betwc<^n the colleagues was carried on with mutual 
recriminations. Few of the members regarded the 
interefts of the commonwealth, each adhered to one, 
or the other, juft as he happened to be prejudiced 
by private regard, or intcreft. . 

IX. The principal fenators were of opinion, 
that, whether the mifconduft, or the misfortune of 
the commanders, had been the caufe of fiich an ig- 
nominious overthrow, they ought not to wait for 
the- regular time of cleftion, but to create immedi- 
ately new military tribunes, who Ihould enter into 
office on the calends of Odobet., While the mem- 
bers were proceeding to fhew their aflcnt to this 
opinion, the other military tribunes offered np ob- 
jection j but Sergius and Virginius, to whofe be- 
haviour it was evidently owing that men wifhed to 
get rid of the magiftrates of that year, at firft, depre- 
cated the ignominy which would hereby be thrown 
upon them, and afterwards protefted againft the 
paffing of the decree, and declared that they would 
not retire from office before the ides of December, 
the ufual day for magiftrates entering into office. 

On this the tribunes of the commons, who, during 
the general harmony and the profperity of public 
affairs, had unwillingly kept filence, at once alTuming 
confidence, threatened the military tribunes, that, 
unlefs they fubmitted to the direction of the fenate, 
they would order them to be carried to prifon. 

Then Caius Servilius Ahala, one of the military tri- 
bunes, faid, ” As to your part, tribunes of the peo- 
“ pie, and your menaces, I affure you I would with 
** great pleafure put it to the proof, whether your 
« threats are more deftitute of authority, or your- 

** feives 
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Selves of ipiric. But 1 confider it as im^ous to 
in oppofition to the authority of the fenate ; 
where&re on the one hand, 1 defire that ye; nyay 
dclift from &eking in our dilputcs for an oppor*' 
tunity of doing mifchief ; and on the other hand, 
** cither my colleagues fhall a& accordii^ to die 
** will of the fenate, or if they perlift any arthcr in 
oppofition, I wiU inflantly nominate a dilator, 
who will compel them to retire from office.” 
This difcourfe being received with univerfal appro- 
bation, and the fenators rejoicing that another power 
had been thought of^ which, by its fuperior authOl'ity, 
might reduce the magiftrates to order, without the 
terrors of the tribunitian office, thole m^iftrates 
yielded to the univerfal deCre of the public, and held 
an cledion of military tribunes, who were to enter 
into office on the calends of Oflober : and before 
that day, they divefted themfelves of the ma- 
giftracy. 


B c rt* miilitary tribunate with confular power, 

• Lucius Valerius Potitus a fourth time, Marcus 

Furius Camillus a focond, Manius ^milius Mamer- 
emus a third, Cneius Cornelius Coirusafecond,Cs<' 
fo Fabius Ambullus and Lucius Julius lulus, was 
occupied by a multiplicity of bufinefs both civil and 
military ; for the operations of war were to be car- 
ried on in many different places at once, at Veii, 
and at Capena j at Falerii, and among the Volfcians 
for the recovery of Anxur from the enemy. Then 
at Rome, there was great uncafinefs, occafioned by 
the levying of troops, and at the fiime time by the 
paying in of the tax.^ ; ; There was alfo a ffru^le 
about the appointment of the p}ebeian> tribunes; and 
befides, the trials of two of thofe, who had lately 
been invefted with confular power, excited no trifliiig 
difturbancc. The military tribunes applied them- 
firft of all, to the raifing of troops, and not 
• younger r»cn,:Ji(cie enlifted, but the , elder 

«• citizens 
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citizens alfo were compelkd to give in their names, B o o jc 
to fcrvc as a garrifon to the city. Now, in proper- . 
tion as the number of Ibldiers was augmented, fo 
much the more money became necei&ry for their ®' C. 39a. 
pay, and this was made up by a tax, which was very 
unwillingly paid by thofe who remained at home, 
becaufe, as the guard of the city lay upon them, they 
muft alfo perform military duty, and give up their 
labour to the public. Thefe circumltances, grievous 
in themfelves, were fet forth iq.more provoking co- 
lours, in the ieditious harangues of the plebeian tri- 
bunes, who infilled, that “ the eftablifiiment of pay 
** to the foldiers was intended for the purpofc of 
** ruining one half of the commons, by the fatigues 
** of war, and the other half, by a tax. That one 
** war had now been protrafled to the fifth year ; and 
was condu< 5 led, without fuccels, defignedly, in or- 
“ dcr that it might afford them the longer cmploy- 
** ment. Befides, armies had been enlilled at one 
** levy for four different wars, and even boys and old 
men dragged from ihcir homes. That no dif»- 
tindlion was now made between fummer and win- 


.ter, left any refpite Ihould be allowed to the 
wretched commons j who, now, as the finifhing 
ftroke, had been made fubjeft to a tax ; fo that 
when they fhouid return, with their bodies wafted 
** through toils,, wounds, and even age, and find 
every thing at home in diforder; from the long 
** abfence of the owners, they Ihould be obliged, out 
of their ruined property, to refund, in a manifold 
“ proportion, to the ftate, the money which they had 
“ received as pay, as if it had been taken up at ufuri- 
ous intereft.” Between the levy, and the tax, and 
men’s thoughts being occupied by more important 
concerns, the number of plebeian tribunes could not 
be filled up on the day of eleftion. A violent effort 
was afterwards made to have patricians aflumed into 
the vacant places, and that being found imprafticable, 
another plan was adopted, for Ac purpoft; of weaken- 
ing 
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® 0 0 King at leaff the authority of the Trtbonian law, by 
■ the afllimption of Caius Lacerius and Marcus Acu- 
Y.R. 354 ^ tiusas plebeian tribunes; and this was efFcfted, evi- 
B.'C. jj». djjntly, by the influence of the patricians. 


XL It fo happened, that this year Caius Tre- 
bonius 3^as a plebeian tribnne : ^d he confldered 
it as a duty incumbent on his name and family, to 
patronize the Trebonian law. He therefore com- 
plained loudly, that *» a meafure which had been at- 
** tempttd by fome patricians, and in which they 
** were baffled at their firft fetting out, had been 
" violently carried by the military tribunes : — that 
** the Trebonian law had been fubverted, and ple- 
** beian tribunes elefted, not in conformity to the 
“ fuffrage of the people, but to the mandate of the 
« patricians. And the matter was brought to this 
" ifTue, chat people .tnbft be content to fee the office 
** of plebeian tribune filled cither by patricians or by 
** the dependants of patricians : — that all the advan- 
** tages of the devoting IsfWs were wrefted from 
« them, and the tribynitian power forcibly trans- 
« ferred to other hands." And he infifted, that 
“ this muft have been efieded, either by fome 
« fraudulent artifices of the . patricians, or by the 
« villainy and treachery of his colleagues.” The 
public being inflamed with an high degree of refent- 
ment, not only againfl the patricians, but the tri- 
bunes of the people alfo j as well thofe who had been 
elefted, as thofe who had defied them; three of 
that body, Publius Curatius, Marcus Metilius, and 
Marctss Min’4j^is, greatly alarmed for their own in- 
terefts, madi?*lm attack on Sergius and Virginius, 
military tribunes of the former year, and, by a pro- 
focution' which they commenced, turned off upon 
them the anger of the commons, and the refentment 
6f the public. They defired people to " take no- 
** thit fuch as felt themfelves aggrieved by the 
“ leyf, by tilt ta^,. by long fervice in the army, and 
■. . , the 
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the diftance of the feat of war;'iuch as laolcnted 
the lofs fufeained at Veii ; fuch as had their houfcs . ' ji 
** in mourning for the lofs of children, brethren,, y r. $54« 
** kinfmen, and relations all thcfc had now, by W** 
** their means, both the right and the power afford- 
* cd them, of avenging the public and private ca- 
** lamities on the two perfons who were the guilty 
** caufes of them. For to Sergius and Virginius 
were owing,” they afferted, « the caufcs of all 
** their 'misfortunes. And that was not more fully 
** evinced by the charge of the profecutor, than by 
** the acknowledgment of the defendants ; who, be- 
** ing equally confeious of guilt, each imputed it to 
** the other ; Virginius charging Sergius with cow- 
" ardice 5 Sergius, Virginius with treachery. The . 

** abfurdity of whofe condudl: was fo incredible, that 
there was a much higher degree of probability tliat 
“ the whole afiair was tranfafted by concert, and 
“ 'according to a wicked defigi^ of the whole body 
** of patricians j who, for the purpofe of protracting 
“ the war, firft gave the Veientians an opportunity 
“ to burn the works, aftd now, had delivered up aa , 

*f army to the fword of the enemy, and furrcndcred 
“ a Roman camp to the Falifeians. The manage- 
“ ment of all affairs was directed to one end, that 
“ the young men Ihouldgrow old before Veiij and 
“ that the tribunes Ihould be thereby deprived of 
“ the power of taking the fenfe of the people, cither 
concerning the lands, or any other advantages of 
“ the commons; of Jiaving their plans fupported by 
a numerous attendance of citizens, or of making 
“ head againft the confpiracy of the patricians. 

“ That the caufe of the defendants liad been already 
** prejudged by the fenatc, by the Roman people, 

“ and by their own colleagues. For, by a decree 
“ of the fenate, they had been removed from the 
adminiftration of government; and, refufing to 
** refign their office, had been conftrained to fub- 
mit, by their colleagues, who threatened them 

“ widi 
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i d wtith a'diflacor } and the Roman people had eleifted 
„ . ** tribunes, who were to affiime the government, not, 
X-K. j5*. on the ufual day, the ides of December, but in- 
B.C. )9S« ** ftantly, on the calends of Odloberj becaufe the 
continuance of thoie men in office was incompati* 
ble with the lafety the commonwealffi. Yet, 
“ aftei^all this, thofc men, pre-condemned, and 
** overwhelmed by fo many decilions agatnft them, 
prcfentcd themfelvcs to trial before the people, 
and imagined that they were difcharged, and had 
** undergone fufficient punilhment, becaufe they had 
** been reduced to ihe rank of private citizens, two 
** months fooner than ordinary j never confidering, 
** that this was only taking out of their hands the 
power of doing farther mifchief, not infli&ing pu- 
niflimentj their colleagues, who were manifeftly 
« clear of all fliare of the blame, being deprived of 
authority as well as thcmfelves.They requefted that 
** the citizens of Roihe would refumc the fame fen- 
*' timents, which they had felt when the dilaftrous 
event was recent, when they beheld the army 
. flying in confternation, edvered with wounds, and 
« filled with difmay; pouring into the gates, ac- 
cufing, not fortune, nor any of the gods, but 
“ thefc their commanders. They were confident, 
that there was not a man prcfcnt in the afiembly 
who did not, on that day, utter execrations and 
curies againil the perfons, the families, and for- 
tunes of Lucius Virginius and Marcus Sergius, 
And it would be the high^ inconfiftcncy if they 
did not now, when it vifs not only lawful but 
their duty, exert their own power againft thofe, 
on whom each of them had imprecated die ven- 
gcance of the gods. The gods thcmfelves never 
** laid their hands on the guilty, it was enough if 
** they armed the injured with, power to rake ven- 
gcancfti" 


XII. Ik- 




XII. I^stiGAT^b by filch difcourf^, the teaa- * 9^ lip 
mons condemned die accufed in a fine of ten thou> 
fand afcs^ in weight ♦; while Sergius in vwn alleged v . r . 554, 
that the tnifcarriage Was to be imputed to fortune, 
and the common chance of war $ and Virginia made 
earrieft fupplications that they would not render him 
more unfortunate at home, than he had been in the 
field. The current of popular refentment, having 
been thus turiied againft them, almoft obliterated the 
remembrance of the afiumption of tribunes, and the 
fraudulent infraflion of the T rebonian law. The idc- 
totious tribunes, in order that the commons might 
reap an immediate advantage from the trial, pub- 
lifoed a propofal of an. agrarian law, and forb^e the 
tax to be paid, fince pay was required for fuch a 
number of armies, and the fuccefs of their arms, in 
any of the wars, had been no more than fufficed to 
keep their hopes in fulpeiife. For, at Veil, die 
camp, which had been loft,* was recovered, and 
ftrengthened with forts and a garrifon. Here Mar- 
cus ^milius and Caefo Fabius, military tribunes, 
commanded. Marcus Furius in the territory of thd 
Falifeians, and Cncius Cornelius in that of the Ca- 
penarians, meeting with none of the enemy wit of 
their towns, drove off the fpoil and ravaged the 
country, burning all the houfes and the fruits of the 
earth. The towns they neither affaulted nor bc- 
fieged. But in the country of the Volfcians, after 
the lands had been wafted, Anxur was affaulted with- 
out effedt : being fcated on a lofty eminence, and 
^rce being found ineffedtua^ it was determined to 
forround it with a rampart and trench. This pro- 
vince of the Vollcians had fallen to Valerius Potitus. 

While the bufinefs of the campaign was in this ftatc* 
a feditioti burft out at home, with more formidable 
violence than appearetf in the operations againft the 
enemy. And, as the tribunes would not fuffer the 
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tax 
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it ^ K tax to bis paid, and coofequently no remittances were 

ji ^. rn/ir i 'f niade to the generals for the payment of the troops, 

’Y.k. JS 4 . and the foldiers clamoroufly demanded their pay, 
there was the gmateft danger that the contagion of 
fedttion' might Ipread from the city, and the camp 
alio be involved in confufion. ' Though the com- 
mons were fo much incenfed againit the patricians, 
and the plebeian tribunes alierted, that now the time 
was come for eftabliibing liberty, and transferring 
the fupreme dignity from fuch as Sergius and Vir- 
ginius, to men of plebeian rank, men of fortitude and 
induftry, yet they proceeded no farther in gratifica- 
tion of their paiTion, than the elefbion of one ple- 
jss« beian, Publius Licinius Calvus, to the office of mi- 
Ikary tribune with confular power, for the purpofc 
of eftablifiiing their right by a precedent. The 
others eleAed were patricians, Publius M^nius, 
Lucius Titinius, Publius Mselius, Lucius Furius 
Medullinus, and Ldbius Publilius Volfcus. The 
commons themfelves were furprifed at their having 
carried fuch an important point, no lefs than the 
tnan himfelf who had been ftleded, a perfon who had 
no pofe of honour before, although a fenator of long 
itanding, and now far advanced in years. Nor does 
it fufficiently appear why he was chofen, in preference 
to others, to tafte the firft fwcets of this new dignity. 
Some are of opinion, that he was'eleded to fo high 
a ftation by the influence of his brother Cneius Cor- 
nelius, who had been military tribune the preceding 
year, and had given triple pay to the cavalry. 
Others, that it was owing to a feafonablc difeourfc, 
made by himfelf, recommending harmony between 
the orders of the feate, which was equally accepta- 
ble to the patricians and plebeians. The plebeian 
tribune^ .filled with exultation by this victory in the 
eleftiori, remitted their oppofition with refped to the 
tax, which was the principal obftrudtion to the pub- . 
fic bufinefs. It was then paid in without murmur- 
ing, .<and fent to the arqjy* 

XHI. Iir 
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XIII. In rile country of the Volfcians, Anxur was ® o o.i; 
quietijr re -taken, through the negled of the guards . . 

on a feftiyal day. This year was remarkable for a y.r. 
cold winter and great falls of fnow, fo that the roads ss:- 
were impaflable, and the navigation of the Tiber 
Ihut up. There was no chan^ in the price of pro- 
viiiops, confiderable ftores haying been previoufly 
colle£led. As Publius Ticinius had obtained his of- 
fice without any riotous proceeding, to the great joy 
of the commons, and -the no lels QiprtiHcation of the 
patricians, fo the fame regularity was prefervedtbroughi 
the whole courfc of his adminiftration. Hence 
the people became enraptured with the thoughts of 
choofing plebeians at the next eledlion of military y.R. j,®. 
tribunes. Of the patrician candidates, Marcus Ye- b.‘c'. i»*>. 
turius alone carried his eleflion. The centuries al- 
moft unahimoully appointed the following plebeians 
military tribunes with confular powy : Marcus Pom- 
ponius, Caius Duilius, Volero Publilius, Cneius 
Genudus, and Lucius Atilius. The fevere winter, 
whether from the ill temportture of the air, caufed 
by the fudden tranfition from one extreme to the 
other, or from fome other caufe, was fucceeded by 
a fickly dimmer, fatal to all kinds of animals ; and 
neither the caufe nor end of the incurable virulence 
of the diforder being difcoverable, the Sibylline 
books were confulted, in purfuance of a decree of 
the fenate. The decemvirs who had the direftion 
of religious matters, then firft introduced the le£ti- 
ftemium * in the city of Rome, and decking out three 
couches, with the utmoft magruficence which thofe 
times could afford, implored thus the favour of 
Apollo, Latona, and Diana; and of Hercules, Mer- 

• From * a bed, or rather couch, and ‘ fterno' to fpread* 

Upon couchos of this kind the Romans reclined at their meals, but 
crpeciall^ at entertainments. Upon this occafion thelc couches wet* 
brought out into the (freets, and being decorated in the moft magni- 
iRcent manner, the ftatues of the gods and goddefles were laid upoa 
them, and fomptuous banquets placed before them. Of ihcfe repaits 
all comers were allowed to partake. . 

vot. I. H K cury^ 
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» 6 o It curv. and Neptune, for the fpacc of eight days. The 
• V. folcmn writes were performed by private perfons* 

vr'^. We are told, that the doors "were thrown open m 
b‘c, 396. every part of the city ; that every thing ivas eitpofed 
in public to be ufed*^iti common j that p^cn^rs, 
AVhether known or unknown, were univerfally mvited 
to lodgings ; and even that people at variance, re- 
frainiiS from animofity and ill lan^gc, conyerfed 
together with complaifance- and kindnefs. During 
. thofc days too, fuoh as were in confinement were fee 
at liberty j and afterwards, people were deterred, 
bv a religious fcruple, from confining thofc pcrlons 
to whom the gods had brought fuch deliveranc^ 
Meanwhile dangers multiplied at Veil, to which 
point the operations of three different wars wefc 
Concentred} for the C^penatians and Falifcians 
coming up unexpeftedly to the relief of the town, 
the troops were obliged, in the fame manner as for- 
merly, K) make head againft three different armies, 
on different fides, through the whole extent of their 
works. What contributed to their fafety beyond 
every thing elfc, was the rccolleftion of the fentence 
paired on Sergius and Virginius : fo that a reinforce- 
ment was quickly led round from the principal camp, 
where the delay had been made in the former cale, 
and thefc fell upon the rear of the Capenatians, while 
their front was engaged againft the rampart of the 
Romans. The fight no fooner began here, than it 
ftruck terror into the Falifeians alfo, and a fcafonable 
fally, made from the camp while they were thusdii- 
ordcred, obliged them to turn their backs. Ihe 
victors then, purfuing them in their retreat, rnade 
vaft flaughter among tlicm ; and, in a mort time 
after, a party, which had been employed in ravag- 
, ing'thc territory of Ca^na, accidentally meeting 
them, as they fled in confufion,, entirely cut off thofc 
' «'ho had furvived the fight. Great numbers of the 
iVcientians alfo, in, their retreat to the city, were 

• flain before the gates; for, drcauing left me ko- 
' '■ m . roans 
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ftikns ihbuld force in along with them, they clofcd 
the gates, and ihut out the hindmoft of their own . — 

hien. Theft were the trarifadtioris of that year. Y.R. j**. 
; B.C. 3>«. 

1 XIV. And now approached the eledtion of mi- ’ 
litary tribunes, which erigfbfled almoft a greater 
^are of the attention- of the patricians, than even 
the bnfinefs of the war : for they law that the fove- 
reign power was not only lhared with the commons, 
but almoft entirely loft to themftlvcs. They 
therefore, by concerti engaged men of the moft il- 
iuftrious characters to ftand candidates, fuch as they 
believed people would be alhamed to pafs by ; the 
othersi neverthelfcfs, put in practice every expedient; 
as if they had all been candidates, and endeavoured 
to draw tb their fidCi hot only men, but the gods, 
reprefenting the election held two years before in a 
light offehfive to religion : that “ in the former of 
** thofe years, a winter came cJr> with intolerable fe- 
** verity; fuch as bore every appfearance of a pro- 
** digy ftnt from the ^ds; In the following, no 
** longer portents but events fenfued; a peftilcnce 
fell on both country and city, manifeftly difplay- 
ing the wrath of the gods ; whom, as was difeo- 
vered in the books of the fates, it was neceflary td 
appeafti in order tO avert that plague. It ap- 
« peared to the gods as an affront, that, in an cleCtioii 
held under their aufpices, honours Ihould be pro- 
ftituted; and the diftindions of birth confounded.’* 

The people being deeply ftruck, both by the high 
dignity of the candidates, and allb by a fenfc of re-? 
ligionj chofc all the military tribunes with confular 
power from among the patricians, the greater part 
of them men who had been moft highly diftinguiihcd 
by public honours : Lucius Valerius Potitus a fifth y.r. 357, 
time, Marcus Valerius Maximus, Marcus Furius 
Camilius a third time, Ljucius Furius Medullinus a 
third time, Quintus Servilius Fidenas a fccond time, 

Quintus Sulpicius Camcririus a fccond time. During 
i. . HH2 their 
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■B o tribunate,, nothing very memorable was done, 

. ' at Veil : the forces were wholly employed in waftin^t 
Y.R.^jy. the country: two commanders of confommate abi-: 
litics.did nothing more than carry ofi^vaft quanntiea 
of Tpoil, Potitus from Falerii, and Camillt® fronk 
Capena, leaving nothing undeftroyed dsat ^ould biS 
injured cjdier by fword or fire. 

XV. In the meantime, many prodigies were 
ported to have happened, the greater, part of whids 
met with little credit^ and were difre^arded i partly, 
becaule foe accounts refted on the teftimony of fmgle 
perfons; and partly, becaufe, while they were at 
war with the Etrurians, they cquld not procure aruf» 
pices to perform the expiatbns. One of them at-, 
traded univerfal attention; the lake in the Atbais 
, foreft fwelled to an unufual height, without any mm 
or other cauie, which could account for the fod 
without a miracle. CommiflGoners were fent to the 
oracle at Pclphi, to inquire what the gods portended 
by this prodigy j but an interpreter of foe will of 
the fates was thrown in thtir way nearer home : a 
certain aged Veientian,.who, amidft the feoffs thrown 
out by the Roman and Etrurian foldters, from the 
out-pofts and guards, pronounced, in the manner of 
one delivering a prophefy, that ** foe Roman would 
** never be mafter of Veii, until the water were dif- 
charged from the Alban lake.”. This, at firfti 
was difregarded, as thrown out at random ; after- 
wards it became the fubjed of converfation: at 
length one of foe Roman foldicrs on guard afked a 
townfman on the neareft poft, as from foe long con- 
tinuance of the war they had come into the pradice 
of converfing with each other, who that perfon was, 

, who threw put thofc amb^uous expreflions concern- 
ing the Alban lake ; and, on hearing foat he was an 
arufpex, the man, whole mind was not without a 
tifldure of religion, pretending that he wifhed to. 
di^ldt bim, if h§ c.oidd fpare on foe exj;^- 
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don of a private portent, enticed the prophet to a ® o o K 
conference. And when they had proceeded free . ^ 

from any apprehenHons, being both without arms, v.R. 357. 
to a confiderdjk; diftance from their parties, the 
young Roman, having the fuperiority in ftrength, 
feized the feeble old man in the view of all, and in 
fpitc of the buftle made by the Etrurians, carried him 
off to his own party. Being condufted to the ge- 
neral, he was fent by him to Rome to the fcnate ; 
and, on their inquiring the meaning of the informa- 
tion which he had given concerning the Alban lake, 
he anfwercd, that “ certainly the gods had been in- 
** cenfed againft the Veientian nation, on that day 
** when they prompted him to difclofe the decree of 
** the fates, which doomed his native country to de- 
“ ftru£lion. What, therefore, he had then delivered 
** under the influence of divine* infpiration, he could 
** not now recall, fo as to render it unfaid; and 
perhaps the guilt of impiety might be contracted 
« in as high a degree, by concealing what it was the* 

« will of the gods Ihould be publilhed, as by pub-' 

« lifting what ought to be concealed. Thus, there- 
fore, it was denounced in the books of the fates, 
and the Etrurian doClrine, that whenfoever the 
Alban water ftould rife to an unuflial height, if 
« the Romans ftould then difeharge it in a proper 
“ manner, victory would be granted them over the 
Veientians; but until that fhould be done, the 
** gods ^ould never abandon the walls of Veil.” 

He then gave directions with refpeCt fo the proper 
method of draining it but the fenate, deeming his 
authority of but little weight, and not to be entirely 
relied on in a cafe of fuch importance, determined 
to wait for the deputies, and the anfwer of the Py- 
thian oracle. 


XVI. Before the commifTioners returned from y,r, 
Delphi, or the method of expiating the Alban pro^ ‘ 
digy was difeovered, the new military tribunes with 

H. H 3 confular 
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® *^'confular power came into office. Thefc were Lu* 
- - « cius Jultiis lulus, and Lucius Furius Mcdullinus 9 
v.R. js*. fourth time, Lucius Sergius Fidenas, Aulus Poftu^ 
mius Regilleufis, Fubdius Cornelius Wfaluginenfjs, 
and Aulus Manlius. This year there ilaned up a 
new criefmy, the Tarquinians} who, feeing the Ro- 
mans embroiled in fo many .wars at once, againft 
the Volfcians at Anxur, where the garrifon was ber 
iieged, at Lavici againfl; the iEquans, who were, bc7 
ficging the colony there ; and alfo againft the Veien- 
tians and the Falifeians, and the Capenatians, and their 
affairs within their walls not lefs embarraffed by dif- 
fcnfion?, and thinking this a favourable ieafon to 
attack them with effeft, lent their light-armed co- 
horts to make depredations on the Roman terri- 
tories, concluding that the Romans would either 
fuffer that affront tq pafs unrevenged, rather than 
burthen themfelves with an additional war, or if they 
refented it, would fend out an army neither nutner- 
^.ous nor ftrong. The Roijians felt greater indigna- 
tion at the ali'ront, than concern for tlic lofs fuftain- 
ed by the inroads of the Tarquinians. They, there- 
fore,, undertook the bufinefs without either much 
preparation or long delay. Aulus Poflumius and 
Lucius Julius having colledbed a body of troops, not 
by a regular levy, for in that they were prevented 
by the tribunes of the commons, but mqftly volun- 
teers, whom by pcrfuafions they had prevailed on to 
follow them, dirc£tcd th^ir march by crofs roads 
through the territory of C«re, .and came upon the 


Tarquinians unawares, as they were returning from 
their depredations, heavily laden with fpoil: they 
flew great numbers of their men, got pofleffjon of 
all their baggage j and, having retaken the fpojls 
of their lands, returned to Rome. The fpace of 
%'«o days was allowed to the owners to reclaim their 
property ; on the third, what remained unclaimed, 
^isiiBi^greatefl: part of which had been the enemy's own 
^f^rty, was fold by auftion, and the produce dif;- 
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tflbuted to the foldiers. , The iflue of the other wars* P 9 ' ® 
particularly that of Veil, ftill remained doubtful. . j 
And now the Romans* defpairing of fuccefs through y.R. 15*.. 
human aid, began to look for fuccour towards the 
fetes, and the gods, when the deputies arrived from 
Delphi, bringing with them the decifion of the 
oracle, which correlpondcd with the anfwer of the 
captive prophet. “ Roman, beware left the Alban 
** water be confined in the lake j beware left thou 
" fuffer it to flow into the fca in aftream of its own. 

Thou (bait form for it a piflkgeJ^ and fcatter, it 
over the fields ; and, by dilperfing it in a multi- 
tude of channels, confume it. Then preis thou 
boldly on the walls of the enemy ; alfured, that 
over the city which thou beliegeft through fo 
many years, conqueft is granted by thefe orders 
“ of the fates, which arc now difclofed. The war 
** concluded, do thou, pofTclfed of viflory, bring 
ample offerings to my temples, and renewing the 
** religious rites of thy country, the obfervation of 
“ which has been ncglc^ed, perform them , in the 
“ ufual manner,” 

XVII. The captive prophet, upon this, begaa 
to be held in very high efteem, and the military 
tribunes, Cornelius and Poftumius, thenceforwarxi 
confulted with him concerning the expiation of the 
Alban prodigy, and the proper method of appeafing 
the gods. It was at length difeovered what was that 
negledt of ceremonies, and omifTion of cuftomary 
rites, for which they were blamed by the gods. , It 
was, in fadt, nothing clfe than that the magifirates, 
their cleftion being defedlive, had not, with uuc re- 
gularity, direfted the Latinc feftival *, and the an- 

liiverlary 

* The Romans, Latinss, and fonje ftafes of the Herniciani and 
Yolfcians, met annually on the Albun mount to celebrate this fef- 
tival, in commemoration of the treaty made with tlmle dates by Tar» 
quill the Proud. It was attended by the dc|>nties of forty-feyen tlaics, 
who, under the direftion ef the Roman conlui, or other chief magif- 
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hiverfiry folcitmitics on the Alban- mount. The 
»:■— onl^ m^e oif expiation in this cafe was, that the 
V.iLjjs, inilitaiy oibunes Ihould refign the government, the 
*i'C«s»4* aui|>icea be taken anew, and an interregnum ap- 
{)Qi.nted. AU which was performed, purmant to a 
dccree^of the fenate. There were three interreges 
in liiccclfion: Lucius Valerius, Quintus ServiliuS 
Fidehas, and Marcus Furius Camillus. In the mean- 
time the city was a feene of unceafing confbflon and 
diibrder, the plebeian tribunes refufing to let the 
demons proceed^ uhkls a previous ftipulatibn'Were 
aCTccd to, that the greater number of the military 
tribunes ftould be chofen out of the commons. 
During thefc tranfadions, a general allembly Of 
Etruria was held at the temple of VoltumUa, and 
the Capenatians and Falifcians demanding that all 
die ftates of Etruria Ihould unite unanimoufly in the 
defign of raifing the.fiegc of Veii, the anfwer re- 
turned was, that they had formerly given a re- 
. fufal of the fame requeft to the Veientians, be- 
caufc thefc olight not to apply for fuccour, where, 
in a cafe of fuch confequence, they had not ap- 
plied for advice. That at prefent, though they 
** of themfelves would not, yet the fituation of their 
affairs compelled them to refufe it : ef^cially, as 
** in that part of Etturia, the Gauls, a race of men ' 
** yirith whom they were unacquainted, had lately 
become Aeir neighbours, with whom they were 
** not on a footing, either of fecure peace, or of de- 
termined war, Neverthclels, in conlideration of 
** the blood, the name, and the' prefent dangers of 
** their kinfmen, they would go fo far, as that if 


irite, siFered joint fa:rifiee« to Jupiter, wkoin tbi^ tetmed < latialis.* 
In particut^fp they a white bull, of which the deputies of each 

^Hate received a piece. The public feftivaU, • feriat,* were of four 
Jginds » * ftutjvse,* immoveable | * conceptivap>* or « ihdiflse,* move* 
silitli#,; / imperativse,' commanded on pardcular occafions $ and * nun* 
^9'* holding markets i fo called, becaufe the time was fixed 
i they weae generally celebrated K>y the eanfule* be* 
departure for dieir provinees* 
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** aiiy of their young men chofe to go to that war, 
•* they would not hinder them.^’ The arrival of 
thefe was announced at Rome, as of a formidable 
number of enemies; and, through the apprehenfions 
which this excited for the public fafety, the violence 
of their ihteftine quarrels of courfe began to fub« 
£de. 

XVIII. Without caufing any difpleafure to the 
patricians, the prerogative tribe*, at the eledion, 
chofe for military tribune Publius Licintus Cdvus, 
aldiough he had not declared himfelf a candidate ; this 
honour was done him, becaufe in his former admmi- 
ftration he had approved bimielf a man of modern-^ 
tion ; but he was now (ax declined in extreme old 
age. It was obferved, that thofe who had been his 
colleagues, in that year, were re-eleftcd in order; 
Lucius Titinius, Publius Maanius, 'Publius Maelius, 
Cneius Genutius and Lucius Atilius. . Before thefe 
were proclaimed to the tribes, who were to vote in the 
ordinary courfe, Publius Licinius Calvus, with per*, 
miflion of the interrex, fpoke to this efffeft 1 con- 
** fider it, Romans, as an omen of concord, a thing 
** eflcntially requifite to the ftate, at the pre&nt 
** juncture, that, from the remembrance of our for- 
** mcr adminiftration, ye arc defirous of rC-eledlii^ 
« the fame colleagues, improved by expenence. 
** As to me, ye no longer fee me, the isune, but the 
** lhadow and the name of Publius Licinius. The 
" powers of my body are decayed, my fenfes of 

fight and hearing arc grown dufi, my memory 
« faulters, and the vigour of my mind is blunted* 
« Behold here a youth,” purfued he, holding his 


• Tlie prerogative trihe was that to which the lot fell to vote iirft, 
at the eleaion of magiftrates. Anciently, the centuries were called to 
give their votes according to the order efeblilhed aniong them by Ser* 
Vius Tullius, iirft, the * equites,' then the centuries of the firft clafi;^ 
dec. It was afterwards (at what time is not known) determinod 
lot * fortitio* in, what order they fliould vote* 

foib 
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M 0^0 k foni,* " the rcjprefcntation and image of him whoi^ 
** ye formerly made a military tribune, the firft 
Y.R. s^g. ** plebeian that was ever lb honoured. Him, form- 
».C. J94, <t gjj under my nwn difeipline, I prefent and dedi-. 

cate- to the commonwealth, as a iubftitute in my 
Head. And 1 beleech you, Romans, that the 
** honour which, of your own motion, ye offered 
“ to me, ye \frill vouchfafe to grant to his petition, 
“ and to my prayers, which I add in his behalf.’* 
•This requeft of the fether was complied with, and 
Y,R 359. his Ion PubliOs Licinius was declared military tribune 
J.C. 393. cohfular power, together with thole whom we 
mentioned before. The military tribunes, Titinius 
and Genucius, marched agaihll the Falilcians and 
Capenatians, and acting with more courage than 
conduft, fell into an ambulh; Genucius atoned for 
his ralhncfs by an honourable death, falling among 
the foremoff, in thp •front of the ftandards. Ti-: 
tinius, after rallying his men, who had been thrown 
into the utmoft diforder, and leading them to a rif- 
ihg ground, formed dvem aigain in order of battle > 
but did not venture to come down and meet the 
enemy. The difgrace was greater than the lofs, and 
had like to have proved the caufe of grievous mis- 
fortunes, fo great was the alarm which it excited not 
only at Rome, where it was highly exaggerated by 
report, but alfoin the camp at Veil. Here the fol- 
diers were, with difficulty, reftrained from flight, on 
a rumour having fpread through the camp, that the 
generals and the army had been cut to pieces ; and 
that the Capenatians and Falifeians, fluflied, with 
vidory, and all the youth of Etruria, were at no 
great diftance from their pofts. Accounts ftill more 
dreadful had gained credit at Rome : that the camp 
at Veii was already attacked, that part of the ene- 
my were already on t;hcir march to the city, pre- 
!pa*«d for an aflault. The men ran in crowds to the 
and thfe matrons,' called out from their houfes 
.l>y ;^b public diftradion, 'offered fuppHcatrons for 

. protedioi\ 
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protedion in all the temples, befceching the god$ ■ 

to repel dcftruftion from the Roman walls, from the t — f— ,j« ' 
houles of the city, and the temples, and to turn hack Y.R. js9. 
fuch terrors on Vcii, if the facred rites had been rcr ?t^‘**** 
newed, and the prodigies expiated in due manner. 

XIX. The games and the Latine fcftival had 
now been performed a- new, the water from the 
Alban lake * difcliarged on the fields, and the fates 
demanded the ruin of Vcii. Accordingly a general, 
feledted by the fates, both for the deflruftion of that 
city, and the prcfervation of his native countiy, 

Marcus Furius Camillus, was nominated diftator, 
and he appointed Publius Cornelius Scipio his maf- 
ter of the horfe. The change of the commander 
at once produced a change in every particular : men 
felt themfelves infpired with different hopes and dif- 
ferent fpirits : even the fortune of the city feemed 
■ to have undergone a change. He firft of all put in 
force the rules of military difciplinc againft fuch as 
had fled from Veii, on the.alarm excited there, anfl . 
took eflciflual care that the enemy fhould not be the 
principal objedt of the foldicr’s fears. Then having, 
by proclamation, appointed a certain day for hold- 
ing a levy of troops, he made, in the meantime, 
a hafty excurfion in perfon to Veii, in order to con- 
firm the courage of the foldiers. From thence he 
returned to Rome to enlift the new army, arid not a 
man declined the fcrvice. Young men came even 
from foreign ftates, Latines and Hernicians, offer- 
ing their fcrvice in the war : to whom the didlator 
returned thanks in the fcna.te. And now, liaving 
completed all 'nccelfacy preparations for the cam- 
paign, he vowed, in purfuance of a decree of the 
fenate, that he would, on the capture of Veii, ce- 

• The remains of the fevrer, a ftupenilous work, by which the wa- 
ter was difeharged, ftill Ihbfilt, at the Iwttoni of the hill on which 
l^nda C»llel Gandolpho, the elegant countiy retirement of the pope. 

Jcbratc. 
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♦ Icbnats the great games: arid would repair and de- 

«. dicate the temple of Mother Mattita, which had 

Tr*».sj>. been ft)fmerly dedicated by king Servius Tullius. 
*• i93' Marchaig out of the city at the head of his army, 

white peopte^s anxiety was llronger than their hopes, 
he came to the firft engagement with the Faliteians 
'and Cajpenatians, in the diftrtd of Nepote, on which 
' occalion every particular was condufted with confam> 
mate prudence and fkill $ fuccefs of courfe enfued. 
He not only routed<thc enemy in battle, but took 
pofleifipn of their camp, and feized a vail quantity of 
^tl, the grcateft part of which was put into the hands 
of the quaeftor, and no great tharc diilributed to the 
ibldiers. From thence the troops were led to Veit, 
where addttiobal forts were eredled at fmaller dif- 
tances from each other, ftnd by an edi(5t, forbidding 
any to dght without p^ers, the foldiers were taken 
off* foom Ikirmiihing,' which had hitherto been fre- 
quently pra£lited between the walls and the rampart 
of the camp, and their labour a[^Ked to the works. 

< ' Of all their works, the greatelt by far and moil la- 
. borious was a mine, which they undertook to carry 
into the citadel of the enemy. In order that there 
' Ihould be no intcrruptioi^f this work, and at the 
feme time that the fame 1« of perfons foould not, 
by unintermitted labour under grotmd, be fpent with 
fatigue, he formed the whole number of pioneers 
into iix divifions, and fix hours were allotted for 
each divifion to work ih rotation } nor did they ftqp, 
cither by night or day, until they formed xpafil^ 
into die citadel. 

XX. When the diftator now law .conqueft within 
his reach, and that he was on the point of getting 
poirefiioti of arcity of the greateft opulence, the fpoU 
qf which would exceed in quantity whatever had 
olHainCd in all former wars taken together, 
lef^ he might incur either the relentment of 
. it^Updhers, as being too fparing in his dtfiribucion 

’ of 
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of it, or the difpleafure of the fenators as being pro- ® ^ ^ 
fufcly laviih, he diipatched a letter to the Knate, . ‘ | 

that ** through the fovour of the immortal gods, his Y.K. 

** own conduft, and the perievering courage of the *•*' •***' 
** troops, Vcii would immediately be in the power 
of the Roman people, and requefted their direc- 
** tions with regard to the Ipoil.” Two opinions 
divided the lenate •, one was mat of old Publius li« 
cinius, who being the firft called upon by his £on, 
as we are told, propofed a rcfolution, that public 
notice Ihould be given to the people by proclama- 
tion, that whofoever chofe to Ihare in the fpoil 
ihoi^ go to the camp to Vcii. The other that of 
Appius Claudius, who cenfured fuch profufion as 
unprecedented, extravagant, partial, and produftive 
of ill confequences, if people ihould once conceive 
an opinion that it would be criminal to depoiit in the 
trcafury, when exhaufted by wars, the money taken 
from the enemy: and he rccom*mcndcd it to them to 
make that a fund for the payment of the foldier's wages, 
to the end that the commons might be eafed of part of 
the tax. For " every mail’s family,” he faid, would* 


** feel its Ihare of fuch a bounty in equal proportion, 
** and the hands of the idle city rabble, ever greedy 
« of rapine, would not then fnatch away the prizes, 
** due to men who had Ihcwed their bravery in war : 
** it being generally the cafe, that the man who is 
** moft ready, on every occafion, to undertake the 
** largeil Ihare of toil and danger, is the leail: afiiive 
in plundering.” Licinius, on the other hand, ar- 
gued, that in that cafe, the money would be an eter- 
nal cauie of jealoufy and ill-humour, would afford 
grounds for invidious reprefentatlons to' the com- 
mons, and, in confequence, for feditions, and the 
ena(£ling of new laws. ** It was therefore more to 
** be defired,” he faid, ** that the affcAion of the 
« commons might be conciliated by a bounty of 
** that kind ; that this refource Ihould be afforded 
** them, after they had been exhaufted and entirely 

drained. 
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K *» drained, by the payment of the tax for fb many 
** years j and that they (hould enjoy the fruits arifing 
“ from a war, in which they had employed, one 
** might lay, the better ^art of their lives. Thaf 
what a man took with his own hand from the ene- 
** my, and bt ought home with him, would afford 
** him more fatisfadiOir and delight, than a lhare 
** many times larger conferred on him by another. 
** That the didtator hionfelf was aware of the odi- 
** um, and the dilagreeablc reflexions to which this 
“ bufinefs might fubjeft him, and had for that rea- 
Ion transferred ihe determination of rt from him- 
felf to the fcnaie : and, that the ftnate ought on 
“ their part, fince the bufinefe had been thus thrown 
** upon them, to hand it over to the commons, and 
“ let every man enjoy what the chance of war Ihould 
give him.” This plan was deemed the fafer, as it 
promifed to procure populaiity to the fenate. Ac- 
cordingly proclamation was made, that all fuch as 
chofe might go to the camp to the diXator, to lharc 
in the plunder of Veu. The vaft multitude who 
' went entirely filled the caifcp. 

XXI. Then the diXator, after taking the aui 
Ipices, came forth, and having prcvioufly ordered 
the foldiers to take arms, fpokc thus: “ O Pythian 
“ Apollo, under thy guidance, and infpired by thy 
« divinity, I am now proceeding to deftroy the city 
** of Vtii, and I devote to thee the tenth part of the 
“ fpoil thereof. Thecalfo, imperial Juno, who now 
** dwcllcli in Vtii, I befeech,that whtn we Ihallhave 
obtained the viXory, thou wilt accompany us into 
our city, foon to be thine own, where a temple 
<* lhall receive thee, worthy of thy majclly.” Af- 
ter tbefe prayers, having nrorc than a lufficient num • 
ber of men, he aflaultcd the city on every quarter, 
in order to prevent thtir perceiving the danger 
which threatened from the mine. The Veientians, 
il^rsnt that they had been already doomed to ruin 
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by their own prophets, and likewife by foreign ora- J? 0 O K 
clcs ; that the gods had been already invited to a . ^ V j 
Jhare in their fpoil j that fome of them, liftcning to y r. jfg. 
the vows by which they had been folicited to fbrfakc i9i’ 
their city, began to look towards the temples of the 
enemy, and new habitations, and that this was the 
laft day of their exiftencci fearing nothing Icfs, 
than their walls being already undermined, and the 
citadel filled with enemies, ran brilkly in arms to the 
walls, wondering wli.it could be the reafon, that when 
for lb many days not one Ro*man had ftirred from 
their pofts, they Ihould now run up to the walls with- 
out apprehcnfion, as if ftruck with a fuddcn fit of 
madnefs. A fabulous account has been given of an 
incident happening at this jundture, that while the 
king of the Veientians was offering facrificc, the 
words of the arufpex were heard in the mine, de- 
nouncing, that whoever Ihoqld cut up the entrails of 
that vidtiin, Ihould obtain the ViAory ; and that this 
incited the Roman foldiers to burft open the mine, 
feize the entrails, and, carry them to the diAat^r. 

But in matters of fuch remote antiquity, I think it * 
enough, if relations which carry a rcfemblancc of 
truth, be received as true ; (lories of this kind, 
better calculated for the extravagant exhibitions of 
the ftage, which delights in the marvellous, than for 
gaining belief, it is needlefs either to affirm or refute. 

The mine at this time full of chofen men, fuddenly 
difeharged its armed bands in the temple of Juno, 
which flood in the citadel of Vcii, fome of whom at- 
tacked the rear of the enemy on the walls, fome tore 
open the bars of the gates, Ibme let fire to the houfes, 
from the roofs of which (tones and tiles were thrown 
by the women and (laves. Every place was filled 
with confufqd clamour, compofed of the terrifying 
(hours of the affailants, and the cries of the affright- 
ed joined to the lamentations of the women and chil- 
dren. Thofe who defended the walls were in an 
inllant beaten off, and the gates forced open, where 
fome entering in bodies, others fcaling the deferred 
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V O o walls* the town was filled with the enemy* and a 
..y* , p eoinmenced in every quarter. After great Aaughter 
YRr«#. made* the ardour of the combatants at 

B.C; 3SS. length began to abate* and the dilator* proclaiming 
orders by the heralds* that no injury Ihould be done 
to the unarmed* put an end to the effufton of 
Idood. The townfmep then began to lay down their 
arms and furrender* and the foldicrs*wiih pcrmifllon 
of the diftator* difperied in fearch of booty. When 
die fpoil was colleAed before his eyes* far exceeding 
both in quantity and in' the value of the effeds* all hia 
calculations and hopes* the didator is faid to have 
nifed his hands towards heaven* and prayed, ** that 
** if any gods or men looked on his fuccefs and that 
of the Roman people as cxcelfivc* fuch jea- 
** loufy might be appeafed by fome calamity pecu- 
** liar to himfelf alone, rather than by the mghteft 
«* detriment to the Roman people.” It is recorded, 
tiiat as he turned hitnfelf about* during this addrefs 
to the gods* he Rumbled and fell ; and this was con- 
fidered afterwards* by fuch as judged of the matter by 
• the events which followed, to be an omen portending 
Camillus’s own condemnation* and the difailer of 
' the city of Rome being taken* which happened a 
few years after. The fubduing* of the enemy, and 
the plundering of this very opulent city, employed 
diat whole day. 

XXII. Next day the di&ator fold the inhabitants 
of free condition by auflion : the money ariling from 
the fale was all that was applied to the ufe of the 
public* and even that was refented by the commons. 
As to what fpoil they brought home with them* they 
did not think themfclves under any obligation, either 
to the general* who, with defign to procure their 
countenance to his own prfiraony, had referred to 
idle fenate* a buftnefs which properly belonged to his 
own jurifdiftion, or to the fcnate cither, but to the 
Licuipn ftimily, of which the fon had laid the affair 
be||||^ Ithe fenate* and the father firR propofed the 
' 13 jpopular 
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popular refolution. When the wealth, belonging to B ^0 K 
the inhabitants, had been carried away from Veii, . 
they then began to remove the treafures of the gods, y.r. js9‘ 
and the gdds themlelves, but with the demeanour of 
worlbippers rather than of ravilhers: for certain 
young men fcleded out of the whole army, to whom 
was ailigned the charge of conveying imperial Juno 
to Rome, after thoroughlywaihingtheir oodies, and 
clothing thcmfelves in white garments, entered her 
temple with tokens of adoration, md approached her, 
when they firftlaid hands upon* her, with religious 
awe, becaufe, according to the Etrurian rules, no 
penfon but a pried: of a particular family, had been 
ufually allowed to touch that ftatue. Afterwards one 
of them, either prompted by divine infpiration, or in 
a fit of youthful jocularity, faying, ** Juno, art thou 
** willing to go to Rome,” the red: cried out at once, 
that the goddefs had aifented. ^To this fable an ad- 
dirion was afterwards made, that lUe was heard to ut^ 
ter the words, “ I am willing.” However we are 
informed, that (he was rai^d froin the place whereon 
Ihe ftood by machines, with flight efforts, and was 
found light and eafy to be removed, as if ihe cam* 
with them with her own confent; that ihe was brought 
fafo to the Aventinc, her eternal leat« to which the 
vows of the Roman dictator had invited her, where 
the fame Camillus who had vowed it afterwards de- 
dicated her tei^le. Thus fell Veii, ^ moft power- 
ful city of the Etrurian nation, even in its final over- 
throw demonflrating its greatnefl i for, after having 
withftood a fiege during ten fummers and winters, 
without intermiCuon, after infliAing on its enemy 
lofles confiderably greater than itfelf had felt $ even 
now, even when rate at laft urged its doom, yet ftill 
it was vanquiflied not by force, but by the art of 
en^neers. 

XXIII. When the news arrived at Rome that 
Veii was taken, notwithftanding that the prodigies 

VOL. I. II had 
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S ^ had been expiated^ that the anfwers of the prophen 

. and the reiponies of die Pythian oracle were known 

Y.R. ]59. to all, and that they had oied the mod; cifeAual means 
human wifdom could fuggeft, for infuring 
fuccefs, in giving the Command to Marcus Furius, 
the greateil; general of the age j yet, as they had for 
lb many years experienced fuch a variety of fortune 
in that war, and had ftiftained lb many lodes, their 
joy was as unbounded as if they had entertained no 
hopes of that event. And before the lenate paded 
any decree to the purpofe, every temple was filled 
with the Roman matrons returning thanks to the 
gods. The fenate ordered fupplications, for the 
jpace of four days, a longer term than had ever been 
appointed in the cale of any former war. The didbi- 
tor allb on his arrival was more numeroufly attended 
than any general had ever been before ; all ranks 
pouring out to meet him, and the honours, conferred 
on him in his triumph, for furpafied tlie compliments 
ufually paid on fuch occafions. He himfelf was the 
'mod confpicuous obje 6 k of all, riding through the 
city in a chariot drawn by v hite horles, which was 
deemed unbecoming, not to fay, a member of a 
commonwealth, but a human being ; people deem-> 
ing it an affront to religion, that the dilator Ihould 
emulate the equipage of Jupiter and Apollo; and 
on account, chiedy, of that Tingle circumftance, his 
triumph was more Iplcndid than pleafing. He then 
contra&ed for the building of a temple to imperial 
Juno on the Aventine, and dedicated that of mother 
Matuta : after performing thele fervices to the gods, 
and to mankind, he laid down bis office of dictator. 
The offering to be made to Apollo came then un- 
der confideration, and Camillus declaring that he had 
vowed the tenth part of the fjxjil to tbatufe, and the 
poniifis having given their opinion that the peoplo 
ought to dilcharge that vow, it was found difficult 
to ftrike out a proper mode of ordering the people 
;tcii4efbnd the fooil, in order that the due prorortion 

might 
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might be fet apart for that reiigiotn ptirpofe. ‘At® o o 
lengthy rccourfe was had to a method which leemed . y* . 
leaft tFouhlelbme, that every man who wilhed to y.r. jsg. 
acquit bimfelf and his family of die obligation of die ®*C‘ sm* 
vow, making his^ omhi eftimate of his mare of the 
fpoilj fhould pay into the treafury the tenth part of 
the valPe, in that a golden ofiering might be 
raadei worthy of die grandeur of the tcmplci the di- 
vinity of the god, and the dignity of the Roman 
people : this Contribution alfo helped, to alienate the 
adedion of the commons from Camillus. During 
thefe tranfaftions, ambalTadors had come from the 
VoUcians and iEquans to fue for peace, and peaefi 
was granted them rather out of a defire-that the ftatej 
wearied with, fo tedious a war, might enjoy fome rc- 
pofe, than in confideration of the defert of the per- 
fons, petitioning. ^ . 

XXIV. The year which followed the taking of 'g'Q|j®®* 
Veil had fix military tribunes, with confular power, 
the two Publii Corneliiy ColTu?, apd Scipio, Marcus 
Valerius Maximus a fccond timcy Gaslb Fabius Am- 
bullus a third time, Lucius Furius Medullinus a' 
fifth time, and Quintus Servilius a third time. The* 
war with the Falifeians fell by lot to the Cornelii i ' 
that with the Capenatians to Valerius and Servilius; 

Thefe latter made no attempt on the towns, cither' 
by^ afiault or fiege, but Iprew devafiation over the' 
lands, and carried off as fpoil every thing found in' 
the country } !.not a fruit-tree, nor Miy ofeful vege- 
taUe-y .waa left in the whole territory. Thefe loiles' 
reduced the people of Capena to fubmiillon, and on ‘ 
their, fuing for peace* it was granted. The war with 
tbc' Falifcians ftill continued. Meanwhile feditions* 
multiplied at Rome, and in order to affuage their 
violence it was relblved, that a colony Ihould be fent 
off to the country of the Volfcians, for which three 
thoufand Roman citizens ihould be enrolled, and the 
triumvirs, appointed to conduct U> diftributed three 
1 1 2 acres 
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i o o K acfes aod fcven-CTrdfais to each man. THiis dona-* 
tion how began to be looked on with fcom, 
they confidered the offer as intended to paafjr them, 

B.C. 39*. oh thtf difeppointment of lugher expectation: for 
« why,” fwa they, « fhould the commons be tent 
« into among the Volfcians, when the bewti- 
« fid city.of Veii lay within view, and the territory 
« belonsing to it, more fertile and more extenfivc 
thkn me territory of Rome ?” The city i^, they 
exttflled as preferable even to the city of' Rome, 
both in pobt of fituation, and the magnificence or 
its edifices and inclofures, both public md pnv^c. 
Nay, they went fo fer as topropofe the fcheme which 
after the taking of Rome by the Gauls was more ,, 
generally adopted, of removing to Veil. But • 
Sian now was, that half of the commons, a^ half 
of the fenate fiiould fix their habitations at V cii i and : 
thus two cities Compofing one commonwealth nughj 
be inhabited by the Roman people. The notjei 
oppofed thefe meafures with fuch warmth, n to de- 
ebre, that they would fooncr die in the fi^t of the 
Roman people, than any of thofe matters mould be ‘ 
put to the vote ; for, « when one city at prefent 
« fupplied fuch abundance of diffenfions, what wouWL 
** be the cafe with tWo ? Was it poffible that 
« one could prefer a vanquiflicd, to a viftorious city, 

’ « and let Veii, after being captured, enjoy a greater 
demec of prolperity than ever it had in its miw 
** fiourilhing days ? In ftiort, they might be fortoen 
"ih their native country by their fe|tow-^tizetts,. 
** but no force fliould ever Compel them to forfeke- 
** their native country and fcUow-citizens, and to 
« follow Titus Sicinius, (for he was the plebeian 
** tribune who had brought forward the propofitionj) 
«■ as a founder to Veii, abandoning the divine- Ro- 
** mulus, the fon of a god, the parent and founder 
« of the city of Rome.” And thefe difputes pro- 
‘ ceeded to a lhameful height : for the patricians had 
■ drawn over half of the plebeian tribunes to their ftn- 
, timcntsi 
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timcnts i fo that no other circumftance obliged the * ^ 

commons to refmin from violence, but that after a 

claraour had been frt up as the prelude to a riot, the y.r. 3<io, 
principal members ofdiefrnate, throwing themlelves 
toremoft in the wa^ of the crovM, dedred that they 
might be the perfbns attacked, ' ftruck, and put to 
death : and the populace not Only abfrained from 
ofiering violence to their age, their dignity, and 
honourable charaifrers, but refped for them re-, 
drained their rage even from any ftjeh attempts on 
others. 

XXV. Camillus on every occalion, and in every 
place, publicly aflerted, that “ there was nothmg 
** furprizing in all thefe commotions ; that the ibte 
was actually gone mad > for though it was bound 
** by a vow, yet it beftowed more concern on every 
** other kind of bufinefs, than on aeqpitting itfelf of 
the obligation. He would lay nothing of the con- 
" tribution of an alms in reality, rather than of 
tenth. However, as each man had bound himfelf 
“ in his private capacity, the public was fet free. 

** But his confcience would not fuffer him t(? be filent 
. on another head, that the tenth of that part only 
** of the fpoil was fet apart, which confided of movc- 
able elfeAs, and no mention was made of the city, 
or of the lands, which as well as the red were 
** comprehended in the vow.” The fenate, finding 
it difficult to, form a determination on this point, rc- 
frrred^t to the pontilFs in conjundion with Camillus } 
and that body gave their opinion, that whatfoever 
had been the property of the Veientians before the 
uttering of the vow, and after the vow was made, 
came into the power of the Roman people ; of that 
the tenth part was facred to Apollo. ' Thus the city 
and the land were brought into the edimate. The 
money was ifllied from tlie treafury, and the confular 
military tribunes were commiffioned to lay it out in 
the purchafc of gold. A fufficient quantity of this 

M3 mewl 



THE HISTORY 

4 C igeta^ coidd nw be |)rpcured ; on whicb the tnstrotM* 
J-,_f ^tcr Riding fome meetings to deliberate on d>c 
Y,i^ 360. jc^/wjth unanimbus confcnt> engaged to fi)F$>ly . the 
B.c. 3 >»* tribunes ufith gold, and a^wdly carried, aM 

dtar ornaments into the treafury. Nothing >cvcr 
happened which gave greater pleafnpe to the fenate, 
and it lis feid, that in return for this genen fity, the 
matrons were honoured with the privilege of ufing 
covered chariots, when going to public wor&ip or 
gan^s, and open chaifes on any day whether feftlval 
or common, "f he gold being received from each 
by weight, and a valuation being made, in order that 
die 'prioe, , might be' repaid, it was refolved that a 
golden bowl fbould be made thereof, to be carried 
m Delphi as an offering to Apollo. No fooner 
were men’s minds difengaged from religious con- 
cerns, than the plebeian tribunes renewed their fe- 
ditious prafticesjn ftimulating the refentment of the 
populace againtt all the nobility, but elpecially againlt 
Camillus ; alleging that, " by his confifeations and 
confccrations, he had reduced the fpoils of Veii 
« to nothing }” daringly abufing the nobles, in their 
abfcnce 5 and, on their appearing, as they fometimes 
threw themfeives in the way of tlieir fury, Ihewing 
them fomc refped. When they perceived that the 
bufinefs would be protm^ed beyond the prefent 
year, they rc'cledlcd for the year following fuch 
tribunes of the commons, as had promoted ,tlie paflT- 
jng of the law, and the patricians ekerted themfeives 
to etfeft tltt fame with fefoeft to fucl^f as 
had protefted againft it. By thefe meals the fame' 
perfons mofliy were re-clefted plebeian tribunes. 

B.c. llu XXVI. At the clcdlion of military tribunes, the 
’ patricians, by ftraining their intcreft to the utmoft, 
prevailed to have Marcus Furius Camillus chofen. 
They pretended, that on account of the wars, in 
which they were engaged, they wifhed to have him 
as a commander : but, in fad, they wanted him as 
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an anugonift to the tribunes, to check their corrupt 
profufion. Together with Camillus were eic^d ■_ f 
military tribunes with confular power, Lucius Furius y.r.s«i. 
Medu^us a fixth time, Caius iEmilius, Lucius 
Valerius Poplicola, Spurius Poftumius and Publius 
Cornelius a fecond time. In the beginning of the 
year, the plebeian tribunes declined proceeding in 
the bufinefs, until Marcus Furius Camillus (hould 
fet out againft the Falifcians ; for he had been ap- 
pointed to the command in that war. In conle- 
quence of this delay, the ardour of the purfuit was 
cooled, and Camillus, whom they had chiefly dread- 
ed as an opponent, found an increale of glory in the 
country of the Falifcians : for the enemy at firft con- 
fining tliemfelves within their ^alls, which appeared 
to be the fafeft jilan, by ravaging the country and 
burning the houics, he compelled them to come 
forth from the city. But ftill their fears prevented 
them from advancing to any «confideiable length. 

At the diftance of about a mile from the city, they 
pitched their camp, for the fccunty of which they 
confided entirel) in the* hfficulty of the approachel, 
all the roads on eveiy fide being rough and craggy, 
in fome parrs narrow, in others fteep ; but Camillus, 
following the dircftions of a prifoner taken in the 
country, who a£bed as his guide, decamped in the 
latter end of the night, and, at.break of day, fhewed 
himfelf on ground much higher than theirs. The 
Romans were formed into three divifions, each of 
which) in turn, woiked on the fortifications of the 
namp) while the reft of the troops flood in readmefs 
for battle. The enemy then making an attempt to 
interrupt his woiks, he routed and put them to flight ; 
and with fuch confternation were the Falifcians 
ftruck, that in the precipitancy of their flight, they 
paired by their own camp, which lay nearer in their 
way, and puflied forward to the city. Great num- 
bers were flam and wounded before they reached the 
gates, through which they ruflied in great confufion 

1 1 4 and 



the history 

Their «imp was taken, and th^ ipwl 
,. ’givenjup hy C^ihis to the quaeftors, to the jgreat 
afa. di^d^S^on of the foldiers : but fiich was the mU" 
ftridrnefs iti difciplinc, that the faifie pro- 
prie^ of eondud which excited their refentinent, 
raided their admiration. The town was then in-* 
vefted, tfe approaches carried on, fometimes occa- 
Honal athicksof t^ townfmen on the Roman jwfts, 
and tHditig ikirmiihes enfued ; thus time was fpent 
without either party gaining a proiped of fuccefs, and' 
as the b^ged were^more plentiruUy fupplied than 
the befiegers, with com and all other necedaries, 
from m^azines which they had forme*d fomc time 
before, to judge from appearances, the aSair would 
have h«en as laborious and as tedious as that at Veii, 
had not fortune, together with an inftance of me- 
ritorious crniduA, which in refpedt of military mat- 
ters he had already iiifficiently dilplayed, procured to 
^e Roman commander a fpeedy vidory. 

XXVII. It was the cudom among the Falifeians 
io employ the dune perfon as mafter and private tutor 
to their chiMren } and, as it condnues to be the prac- 
ticq^to this day in Greece, leveralwere intruded at 
the feme time to the care of one man. The teacher 
who was fuj^fed to podels the greateft (hare of 
knowledge, bad of courfc the inftruilion of the chil- 
dren of die htft rank : this man, having made it a 
cuftom in time of peace, to carry the boys out of the 
city for the lakcpt exercife and play, and havit^ no; 
ver difeontinued the praddee fince the war begapi 
now drew them away from the gate, fomedmes in 
fhorter, fomedmes in longer cxcurlioos, and when 
he found an opportunity, advancing, farther than 
ufual^ by introducing a variety of plays and conver- 
fadops, he led them on between the advanced guards 
of the enemy, and then through the 'Roman camp, 
into his tent to Camillus : and there, to this atrocious 
adf, a^ded a fpcech Rill more atrocious : that “ he 

. ! « hajj 
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•* had dcUvtred Falerii into d\e hands of the Ro- 
mans, bjr putting into their power tht^ boys, . ' 

** whole parents were there at the head of aflTsnrs.” y.lt.'iip:' 
On hearing which, Camillus told him, “ Neither 
** the people, nor the coihmander,to whom thou haft 
" come, thou wretch, with thy viHaiuous offer, is 
like unto thv'felf. Between us and the Falifcians 


there fublifts not that kind of fociety which is 
formed by human compaft, bht chat which nature 
'' having implanted in both, does, and ever will 
*« fubfift. War has its laws, ?ts well as peace j and 
** we have learned in waging it, to be as obiervanc 
of thofc laws, as we are brave. We cany.armtf. 


** not againft perfons of that, age, who, even in the 
ftorming of towns, are exempted from injury, bitt 
againft men who have arms in their hands, as well 
** as we, and who without being either injured or 
provoked by us, made an attack on a Roman camp 
** at Veii. Thofc thou haft conquered as &r as in 
** thee lay, by an adt of unexampled villainy. I 
«* lhall conquer them ^ 1 conquered Veii, by Ro- 
“ man methods, by valour, by labour, and by arms.” 
Then, ordering him to be ftripped naked, and his 
hands to be tied behind his back, he delivere^im 
to the boys to be condudled back to Falerii, an^^vc 
them rods with which they (hould fcour^ the trai- 
tor, and drive him into the city. Such a Ipeiftacle 
firft attrafting a concourfe of the people, and the 
feriatc being afterwards fummoned by the magiftrates 
on the extraordinary cafe, fo great an alteration was 
hereby effefted in their lentiments, that they, who a 
^rt time before were fo qutrageous in their hatred 


and anger, that they would almoft have chofen the 
cataftrophe of the Veientians, rather than the peace 
obtained by the Capenatians,- thefe fame perfons now, 
through every rank in the ftate, univerfally called out 
for peace. - The faith of the Romans, and the juftice 
of their general, were extolled by every mouth in 
Forum, and in the fcnatc-houfc : and in compli- 


ance 
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defire, atnbdi&dors went td 
tbeeatn^ in Caayiisy and :firom thence, withpermif- 
' Son «if<!^tlhis, to Rome, to make a ’furrender of 

$P' iPsteii ► On being bitrodoccd to the fcnatc, they are 
findiOihaYe fpoktn in this manner: « Confciript fa- 
** rfife ! Owercoine by you and your general, by a 
vidfeeryiof fuch a kind, as neither God nor man 
** can viewr with difplealbre, we forrender ourfrlves 
^ , 'into your hands, in anesepedation which redounds 
in the higheft degree to the lionour of tlie con- 
tjoCTttf,. that we fhail live more happily xwidcr 
« yow g^'pcrnroeht, thhn under our own laws. In 
** the iflbe this war two faiutary examples have 
•** been held out to mankind. Ye have preferred 
♦* good faith in war, to prefent victory. We, chal- 
'** krged to emulation, in the obfcrvance of faith, 
•« have voluntarily prefented you with conqueft. 
(« We aft your fubjfds: fend perfons to receive 
our arms, hoftagffs, and our city, whofe gates they 
will find open. Ye will never have reafon to com- 
V plain of our fidelity, or v|[c of your government.” 
Catniilus received the thanks both of the enemy and 
of his countrymen. The Falifcians were ordered to 
furaifli that year’s pay for the foldicrs, that the Ro- 
man peojdi, might enjoy a refpite from the tax. As 
loon as peace was acceded to, .die troops were 
brought tome to Rome, 


XXVIII. CAMittus returning home, crowned 
with honours offer greater value, than wiicn white 
hiorfes had drawn him in triumph through the city, 
^ftinguilhed by a c<mqueft acquired through the 
means of juftice and good faith, the fenate did not 
conceal their fenfe of the refpeftful attention due to 
his concerns, but haftened the meafurcs for acquitting 
him of his vow. Lucius Valerius, Lucius Sergius, 
and Aulus Manlius were fent ambaffadors with one 


-fHip of war, to carry the golden bowl to Delphi, as 
tni j^ering to Apollo. Thefc felling in with fome 
7 'Liparenlfeg 



Liparettfian pirates, not far^from t}ie’Sit;all#nlbiie|g|la^ 
were taken and carried to Lipnr®* , It was ttt>e 
torn of this tftate, to juake a general dtwlkm <or aiQ 
booty acquired, as if piracy were the pubfic a^fc of 
the goverhment. It happened that the oiHoe^ofehief 
magifbriate was filled by one Timafiitheus,,ai}ian more 
like the Romans than his own countrymcfitt who, bci- 
ing touched himfclf with reverence for the dta^rafler 
of ambaffadors, for the offering, fbr the god to ^hoin 
it was fent, and the caufe^for which it was prefented, 
imprefled the multitude Hkewife, who almoft in all 
cafes rcfetnblc their ruler, with proper fentiments df 
religion on the occafion i and, after 'entertaining the 
ambaffadors at the public expence, convoyed them 
with fome of his own fliips to Delphi# and from 
thence condufled them in fafety to Rome. By de- 
cree of fenate a league of hofpitality was formed with 
him, and preients were made him by -order of the 
date. During this year, £he war with the .flEquans 
was attended with advantages pretty equal on both 
fides} fo that it was a matter of doubt, bpth ac 
Rome, and even among the troops themleWcss!, 
whether they were vi<5torious or vanquifhed. The 
Roman commanders iwcre Caius ;.^EiSHlius and Spu- 
rius Pofturaius, two of the military edbuses./ At 
iird they acted in conjunction, but after having de- 
feated the enemy in the field, they came to a deter- 
mination that dEmilios, with a fiifiicient force, fhouid 
keep pofleHion of Verrugo, and that Poftumius 
Ihould lay waftc the country. In performance of 
this, the latter, fince the late fuccefe, thinking left 
caution requifite, and marching in an unguarded 
■manner, was attacked by the .®quans, who threw 
his troops into confufion, and drove them to the next 
hills. The panic fpread from thence even to Ver- 
xugo, to the other part of the army polled there- 
Poduimus having withdrawn his men to a place of 
Safety, called them to an affembly, where he upbraid- 
ed fhem with their fri^t, and with having fled from 
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® ® * flit fieW, and flicir being routed by an enemy re- 
markable for cowardice and running away. On 

R> $( 1 . vdiich the whole army cried out together, that they 

€. m* deierved to hear fuch reproaches, and that they ac- 
knowledged the ihametulnels of their behaviour; 
but that they were at the fame time determined to 
make amends for it, and that the enemy’s joy on the 
occafton fliould be but of ihort duration. They re- 
jquefted eameftly that he would lead them thence di- 
re6tly to the camp of the, enemy, which lay in the 
plain within their view, offering to fubmit to any 
punifhment if they did not take it before night. Af- 
ter commending.their refolution, he ordered them 
m refrefh themfelves, and to be in readinefs at the 
fourth watch : the enemy on the other fide, with de- 
lign to prevent the Romans from flying from the 
jhul by night through the road which led to Verrugo,. 
were there ready to receive them, and the batde &- 
ran before day. However the moon was up through 
me whole nigh^ and the fight was managed with as 
little conflifion as it could have been by day. But 
the Ihout reaching Verrugo, where it was imagined 
that the Roman camp had been attacked, the troops 
were ieized with fuch terror, that in fpite«of the in- 
treaties of iEmilius, and all his endeavours to detain 
them, they fied to Tufculum in the utmofi; diforder. 
From thence a report was carried to Rome, that 
Poftumius and his army were cut to pieces. How- 
ever, as loon as day-light had removed the danger 
falling into ambufoades, in cafe of a liafty purfuiti 
riding throi^h the ranks, and demanding the per- 
formance of their promifes, he infufed into the men 
fuch a degree of ardour, that the /Equans could no 
longer withftand their efibrts, but betook themfelves 
to flight, when a (laughter of them enfued (as in a 
cafe where anger was more concerned than courage) 
that ended in the entire deftruftion of their army ; 
and the afflicting news from Tufculum which had 
caufed a great, though groundlefs, alarm in the city, 

, were 
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Were followed by a- letter from Poftuottiis decki^f'*!^ 
with lauiiel^*> that yli^ory had &Uen to the 
people, that the army of die iCquans Was d<s Ifji^ 
ftroyed. #•«* 

XXIX. As no determination had yet been made, 
with reQ>e£b to the plans introduced by the plebeian 
tribunes, die commons on the one hand, hdsoured to 
condnue in office fuch of them as had promoted die 
paffing of the law, and the patricians on the other, 
to procure the re-elc6tion* of thole who had proteft- 
ed againft it. But the commons had the fuperior 
influence in the election of their own magiftrates : 
for which difappointment the patricians revenged 
diemfelves by paffing a decree of lenate, that con- 
fuls, magifhates ever odious to the commons^ Ihould 
be eleded. Thus, after an interval of fifteen years, Y.lt. 
confuls were again appointed, Lucius Lucretius Fla- 
vus, and Servius Sulpiciuf Camerinus. Jn the be- 
ginning of this year, while the plebeian tribunes, 
uniting their efiTorts, prelled the paffing of thoir law 
with great confidence, becaufe there was not any of 
their body who would protell againft it, and the con- 
fuls for that very realbn were no lefs aftive iq op-^ 
pofing it, the whole attention of the public ming' 
taken up with this bufinels, die iBquans made them- 
Telves mafters of Vicellia, a Roman colony in their, 
territory. The greateft part of the cdonifts elcaped 
with lafety . to Rome } for the town being betrayed to ’ 
the enemy in the night, there was nothing to hinder 
their flight from the contrary fide of the city. That 
province foil to the lot of the conlul Lucius Lucretius. 

He marched thither with an army, defeated the ene- 
my in the field, and returned to Rome, where he was 
to encounter a conteft of much greater difficulty;’ 

. A profccution had been commenced againft Auius 

• It was the cuftom, when the Roman generals Tent intelligence of 
t viftor/f to wrap their letters up in laurel* 

VirginidJ^ 
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Q|^nti|SMFomponiu% plebtian mbufMii 
^ t!W<i prec^^g y<!a]%, whom the fenate was^. 
^lEVHind in hp^ouf to de^nd -widi the joint exeirdon^ 
all the patricians : for no one laid any other charge . 
againft the^, with relped either to their condu& in 
li ^4 cur durir behaviour in office, than that,, to gi:aci- 
fy the patridans, they had protefted againft the law 
|U^poKd by the tribunes. However, the refentment 
of, the commons overpowered the influence of the 
ienate, and by aientence, of moft pernicious example, 
ihole men, conyidted of no*crime, were condemned 
to. pay a fine of ten thoufand afes in weight *. This 
Hghly incenfed the patricians : Camillus openly re- 
proached the commons with violating the duty which 
they owed to their own order, telling them, that 
** while, they thus vented their f ieen on their own 
<* magiftrates, they did not p'r cive that by, their 
** iniquitous ftntence again^ i... tribunes they had 
** aboliihed the privilege df protefting, and by taking 
** away that privilege, had overturned the tribunidan 
** pow^r. For they were muclvmiftaken if they 
** ifnagined, that the patriciate would endure the un- 
** bridled licendoufnefs of chat office. If tribunidan 
** violence could not be repelled by tribunitian aid, 
tb& patricians would find out a weapon of fome 
** other kind. He denfured the confuls alfo, for 
** Ukndy.iufierinp; thofc tribunes, who had complied 
. with the dire^ons of the lenate, to be difappoint- 
^ in their reliance on the huth of the public*’* 
iuch difeourfes^ utKred in public, he exalperaced ; 

. people dpUy more and more againft him. 

As to the lenate, he never ceafcd Urging-. 
Lthstn to a v^orons oppofition to the paffing of the: 
^ 1|W t exhofi^ng them, that, " when the day arrived . 

; ! ** po winch it was to be put to the vote, they (hould 
f v?^ gd down to the Forum with no other fendments 

tha^ 
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than fuch as became men.isho.igncW' 
contend for their religion andrlibe ^.';.. ■ : ^ 
temples of their gods, and th«'foU,d»t pjve^tfecm 
birth. As to his own part, if it ykte 

allowable for him, during; n oontefo whisralo the; 
intereft of his country lay M.dake» tO'OanfidW thn 
aggrandizement of his. , own chara(S^e.r,, k wo^ldi. 
even redound to the increafo of his fame> that a< 
city which he had taken foould be filled \yith iS;- 
haWtants, that he Ihouid eveiy day ei^oy' thafi 
monument of his own glory,* and have before, his* 
eyes a city which he himfejf had carried, in his. 
triumph, and that all men, at every ften they tookti 
ihouid meet witli teftimonies of his ‘renown. 


But, in his opinion, would be an impious pro- 
“ ceeding, if a city i< 'i and abandoned, by, the • 

“ immortal gods ,we be rnbabked i if the, Rpr - 

“ mrn people were to s < ode iij a captivated foii» and? 
“ to ‘exchange a viftorioiis for a, vanquiihed counr 
“ try.’'' Stimulated by fuch arguments, , uttered by^ 
the firft man in the ftatc^the patricians, both oldand^ 
young, when the law was to be debated,, caaie fo a-, 
body to the Forum, and diiperfing themfolve*; 
through the tribes, each endeavoured ta. influence 
the members of his own tribe i be&echipg, tlienun^^ 
with tears, “ not to abandon the' country, in defence 
“ of which themfelves, and tflcir fathers, bad fought 
« with the greateft bravery and the greweft fuccefi^. 
<< pointing at the fame tkne to th&Capiiol) foe temi* 

" pic of Vefta, and the otb^ temples of the gods , 
which flood within, viewi that th.ey would, not, 
** drive the Roman people, as exiles and outcaflsi 
away .from their native foil apd their guardian dei-'* 
ties, into an hpAile city, and bring matoers to fuch 
" a conclufion, that it would be better if Veii had, 

” never been taken, left Ron??' Ihouid be aban-> 
doned.” As they made ufc of no violence, but 
of entreaties only, and among focle entreaties made 
frequent mention of tiie gods, the greateft pan: of 

the 
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Itl&e peoide were imprefled with an opinion that re> 
%ipn,^ concerned in the caie> and the tribes, by a 
Y.s'sik. inajorlicy of one, rejeded the W. The patricians 
®* 'O* I 9 ®» were fo highly gratified by this fucceis, that next day, 
the confiils holing a meeting for the purpoie, a de- 
cree of jfenate was ps^ed, that a diftriWtran foould 
be made to the commons of the Veientian iands, in 
the projfortion of foven acres to each, and that this 
diilnbution fhould be extended not only to the fa- 
thers of families, but to every perfon in their houfcs 
of free condition, thaf they might have fatisfodtion in 
mating children widi the hope of fuch an eftablilh- 
ment* 

sCs* XXXI. This generofity had fuch a conciliatory 
3S9. (jjg ujjjjds of the commons, that no oppo- 

fition was made to the eleftion of confuis. Lucius 
Valerius Potitus and, Marcus Manlius, afterwards 
fornamed Capitolintls, were appointed to that office. 
In their confulafe were celebrated the great games 
DfhiCh Marcus Furius when.didator bad vowed, on 
occalion of the war with the Veientians. In this 
year alfo, the temple of impe^ Juno, vowed by 
the lame didator, during the ume war, was dedi- 
* dated, and it is mentioned that the matrons difplayed 
an extraordinary degree of zeal in their attendance 
on the dedication. In the campaign ag^nft the 
iEquans, the foat whereof was at Algidum, nothing 
memorable occurred s the enemy fcarcely waiting for 
the engagement to begin, before they betook them- 
felves to flight. To Valerius, becaufe he continued 
the puHuit and daughter with greater earneftneis, a 
triumph was decreed} to Manlius an ovation. This 
' year there fprung up a new enemy, the Volfinians, 
agsuinft whom no army could be font on account of a 
famine and pellilence which raged in the Roman 
territories, in confoquence of extraordinary drou^c 
heat. On thefo circumllances the VoUinians 
prelumed with fuch confidence, that, forming a June- 
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tion with the Salpini3n9> thc^ made 

landi of the Romana. War was then proclaimed 

a^tnft thofe two nations. Cuus Julius died in the 

oSce of cenibr, and Marcus Cornelius ^was fubfti- *• ww 

tuted in his room $ which proceeding came after> 

wards to be conliJered as difpleafing to th^ gods, 

becaufe in that luilrum Rome was taken. Nor fince 

that time is a ceulbr ever fubftituteddn the room of 

one dying. The conluls being feized by the diftem- 

per, it was refolved that an interregnum fhoulkl be 

conftituted, and aufpices takenVnew. 

XXXII. In purfuance therefore of a decree ofY-R»3*<» 
the fenate, the confuls having refigned their olEce, ®*®'**** 
Marcus Furius Camillus was created interrex, who 
appointed Publius Cornelius Scipio interrex, and he, 
afterwards, Lucius Valerius ,Potitus. By him were 
elected fix military tribunes with confular power, to 
the end that in cafe any of them* ihould be difabled 
by bad health, the commonwealth m^ight ftill have a 
fuiiicient number of magiftrates. Theie were Lu-* 
cius Lucretius, Servius Sulpicius, Marcus iEmilius, 

Lucius Furius Medultinus a feventh dme, Agrippa 
Furius, and Caius ^milius a fecond time, who en‘* 
tered into office on the calends of July. Of thefi^ 

Lucius Lucretius and Caius iBrntlius had the Volfi- 
nians as their province j Agrippa Furius and Servi- 
us Sulpicius the Salpinians. The Brft battle happen- 
ed with ihe Volfinians. This war, formidable In ap- 
pearance, from the great number of the enemy, was 
terminated without any difficulty : .at the firft onfet, 
their army was put to Bight, and eight thoufand of 
their foldicrs being furrounded by the cavalry, laid 
down their arms, and furrendered. The account 
which they received of that battle, made the Salpini- 
ans determine not to hazard an cngagemelw , their 
troops lecured themfclves in the towns. The Ro- 
mans, meeting no oppofition, carried off the fpoil 
from all parts, both of the Volfinian and Salpinian 

vpi.. j. K K territories. 
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territories until the Vollinians, becoming weaiy of 
^^• ... . the war, ^ « trace for twenty years granted them, 
fjSjiifi. on condition that they fhould make remtution to the 
S.C. jss. iRoman peopJe, and mrnifli the pay of the army for 
font year. During this year, Marcus Caedicius, a 
plebeian, gave information to the tribunes, that 
** in the new ftreet, where the chapel now ftands, 
*< above the temple of Vefta, he had heard in the dead 
of the night, a voice louder than that of a man, 
** Ordering notice to be given to the magiftrates, 
« that the Gauls were approaching.” This intelli- 

S ince, on account of the mean condition of the au> 
or, as frequently happens, was difregarded; and 
allb,becaure that nation, lying at a great dillance,was 
therefore very little known. And they not only 
flighted the warnings of the gods, at this crifis of 
impending fate, but the only human aid which could 
have avai^ them, Marcus Fun us, they drove away 
to a dilbmce from'' the city : for, having been cited 
by Apuleius, a plebeian tribune, to anfwer a charge 
‘ concerning the plunder ofVcii, and having about the> 
fame time fufFercd the lofs of a fon, who had almoft 
arrived at the years of manhood, he called together 
to his houfe the members of his tribe and depend- 
bnts, who compofod a great part of the commons, 
and aiked vhetr fontiments on the occasion » when 
being told, inaniVrer, that they would make up by a 
contribution whatever fine he fhould be condemned 
'to pay, but to efibfl; his acquittal was otik of their 
power, he went into exile, after praying to the im- 
mortal gods, that if he was undeierving of ftich inju- 
rious treatment, they would f|>ecdily give that un- 
grateful ftate reafon to regret his abfence. On his 
not appearing, he was fined fifteen dioofand ales 
in we^t *. 

XXXIII. Having thus driven away the citizen, 
whofo prefence, tf in any cafe we can pronounce 

* 48 1. s >. s d. 
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with certainty on human a0mrs, would have 9 00 iC 

ally faved Rome from falling intp jthe hands of an . ^ ^ j 
enemy, the deftined ruin now approached the city v.|t. 
with hafty fteps : ambai&dors amved from the peo- 
pie of Clufium, foliciting aid againft the Gauls. 
According m fome reports, that nation was allured 
to crofc the Alps, by the delightfuloefs of the pro- 
duflions of the foil, and efpectally by the deliciouf- 
ncls of the wine, a matter then new to them ; they 
took polTeinon of lands formerly cultivated by the 
Etrurians, and Aruns of Qlufium carried wine into 
Gaul for the purpoie of enticing that people, that 
he might, by their means, gratify his refentment for 
his wife’s being debauched by Lucumo, whbfe guar- 
dian he himfelf had been i a young man of over- 
grown power, on whom it would have been Impodi- 
ole to inBid punUhment without having recourfe to 
foreign aBiftance. He aded, as their guide, in 
puling the Alps, and advifed them to lay liege to 
Clulium. 1 do not indeed uke upon me to deny, 
that the Gauls were condyded to Clufium by Aruns, 
or fome other Clufian, but that diofe who laid Bege* 
to Clufium, were not the firfi; who eroded the Alps, 
is certain } for the Gauls eroded over into Italy, two 
hundred years before they befieged Clufium, an. 
took the city of Rome. Nor were tbefe die firfb of 
the Etrurians with whom they waged wari for long 
before this, the Gallic armies fought many battles 
with thofo who dwelt^etween die Apennines and dip 
.Alps. The Tufeans, before the growth of the Ro- 
man empire, podTeded very extenfive fway both by 
land and fea : how great their power was in the up- 
per and lower feas, by which Italy is almofi; fur- 
rounded, as an idand, the names of thofe feas de- 
monllrate ; one being called, by the Italian nadons, 
the Tufean, the general appellation of that peoples 
the other, the Adriatic, from Adria, a colony of 
Tufeans. The Greeks alfo call thofe feas the Tyrr- 
l»enian and Adriatic, This people inhabited both 

KK 2 the 
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^ ^ tite tWKiks of country which ftrctch from each fide of 

die moutittin, oo the two ftas, having founded twelve 
dtiea on each 6de» firft on the hither fide towards the 

*♦ !••• lowec Ifea* and afterv^rds fending to the other fide of 

the Abenninca as many colonies as there were capital 
cities in them other country ; and thefo acquired pof- 
lelfion of the whole region beyond the Po, all the way 
to the Al|>s, except the corner of the Venetians who 
dwell round the extreme point of the Adriatic. The 
Alpine nations alfo, without doubt, derived their 
origin from diem,' particularly the Rhetians, who 
were rendered favage merely by their iituadon, fo 
as to retain no mark of their original, except the ac- 
cent of their language, and not even that without 
corrupdon. 

XXXIV. CoKcsKNiNO the pailkge of the GauU 
into Italy, what weJiave learned is this*, when Tar- 
quinius Prifeus retgned at Rome, the fupreme go- 
vernment of the Celts, who compofed one third part 
. of Gaul, lay in the handi of the Biturigians : thefe 
gave a king to the Celtic nation, Ambigatus, a 
man very citiiftently diftinguilhed by his own merit, 
and by the extraordinary degree of profperity which 
'"attended him, both in his own private concerns, and 
in thofe of die pubtic ; for under his government 
Gaul Was fo fruitful, and fo numerouOy peopled, 
that it foenpied foarcely pradlicable to retain fuch an 
enormous multitude under the direftion of govern- 
ment. Being frit advanced in years, and wifoing to 
exonerate his realm of a crowd with which it was 
overburthened, he declared his intention of lending 
away his fifrer’s fons, BeUovefus and Sigovefus, two 
foidted young men, to whatever fettlements the gods 
mould pmnt out by their auguries; and that they 
ihould carry with them any number of men, which 
diev themfelves fhould choofe ; fo that no nation 
wiiicb lay in their way Ihould be able to obilruft 
thcii^: courfe. Sigovclus was then direfted by the 
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oracle to the Hcrcinian foreft; to BeUovefus 
goda (hewed a much more delightful route iuto < 

ly. He carried with him from the Biturigians, the V4t, s< 4 *> 
Arwnians, dve Seooman$> the ^duana, the Atttbar-®* 
rians, the Carnutians, and the Aulercians, lall their 
fuperfluous numbera ,* and fetting out, at the head of 
an immcnfc bovly of horfe and foot, arrived in the 
country of the Triraftinians. The Alps then ftood 
in his way, which I do not wonder at the(e people 
conlidering as impaiTable, having never be&re been 
climbed over through any path, at lead as far as we 
have learned from any tradition handed down to U8, 
unlefs we choofc to believe the fables told of Hercu- 
les. Whilfl. the height of the moiint.,ins kept the 
Gauls there, penned up as it were, an 1 they were 
looking about for fome path by whuh they might 
gain a paflage into another world, between thole 
lofty fummits which joined the ftry. an ominous inci- 
dent alfo gave them fome delay , For an account was 
brought to them, that fome ftrangers, who had come 
in ftarch of lands, were atsacked by the nation of the • 

Salyans : thefc w - 1 c tl*e Mallilians who had come by 
fca from Phocaca The Gauls, conlidering this as 
an omen of their own foitune, give them their af- 
fiftance, in fortifying the grounj, which they hac 
firft feized on their landing, coveted with wide ex- 
tended woods. They themfelves climbed over the 
pathlefs Alps, through the foteft of Tauiinum, 
routed the Tufeans in battle, not far from the river 
Ticinus ; and, hearing that the diftri6t in which they 
had polled themfelves, was called Infubria, the 
dame name by which one of the cantons of the 
Infubrian iEduans was dillinguillied, they embraced 

♦ A city of Afia Minor, bmit by a colony of A^bentans. Being 
befitgeil and haid incHcd by Haipagus, an offirei ot Cyrus king ot 
VeiRa, the inhabitants letolved to abandon the rowvn, and (eek another 
rtfidence. Accuiduigly, after uttet mg heavy impj ec uions on themfelves, 
if the) fliotild evei rttuin, thev*cained then on boird then Ihips, 

And| fading to the cuall of Piovcnce, founded the uty of Maifeidcs* 

th$ 
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> CMfi «IC ^ oHMA which die place prefentedy and fbunded 
‘ 4 theie a city which the/ called Mediolanum. ' 

tit. 

^.’C. 3ii. 3 CXXV. In feme time after, another body, com-* 

S ilhd of die Cenooianians, under the condtnftof 
ftovitm, followup die tracks of the former, made 
dicir wdy over the Alps, through the fame foreft, 
l^tloveius ftvouring their march, and fettled them- 
folves it^ere the cities Brixia and Verona now ftand, 
places then poflhifofl by the X.ibuans. After thefe. 
Came the Salluviani, who fixed their abode near the 
ancient canton of the Ligurians, called Laevi, who 
jnliabieed the banks of the Ticinus. The next who 
Came over were the Benans and Lingonians, through 
the Penine paft, who, finding all the fpace between 
^e Alps and the Fo already occupied, palTed over 
the Po on rafts, and drove out of the country, not 
only the Etrurian^, font the Umbrians alfo. They 
confined themfclves however within the Apennines. 
After them the Senonians, the iateft of thefe emi- 
* grants, pofleiTcd themfclves of the track which 
reaches from the river Utens to the AEfis. This 


latter people, I find, it was, who came to Clufium, 
and from mence to Rome. But whether alone, or af- 
‘*rifted by all the nations of Cifalpine Gauls, is not 
known with certainty. The Clufians, on obferving 
the great muteitude, the appearance of the men 
difterent from any which they had feen before, and 
the k.ind of arms which they carried, were terrified 
at the df this ftrangc enemy i and having 

heyjiHKdieleg^ns of the Etrurians had been often 
dtJpillll^Ppy them, on both Tides of the Po, although 
th^had no claim on the Romans, either in right 
oiTaiiiance or friendlhip, except that they had not 
protefted their (elattons the Veientians in oppoiition 
to the Roman people, yet they fent ambauadors to 
Rorhe, to foUcit aid from the lenate ; which rCqueft 
for aid was not complied with. The three Fabii, 
Tons of Ambuftus, were fent ambalTadors to mediate 

with 
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with the Gauh> in the name of the fcnate acid pie9* 
pie of Rome ; who recommended to them not to ■ ■ - n - m i-,. f 
attack the allies and fiends of the Romm people^ Y4- 
from whom they had receiwd no injury, aod**®**"^* 
whom the Romans would be oUiged to fup* 
port even by force of arms, if nuMfcrs went lb 
far i but who, at the lame time, would be better 
plealed, that hofrile proceedings (hould be avoided 
if poflible, and that their acquaintance with the 
Gauls, a nation to whom they were as yet ftran^rs, 

Ihould commence in an amicable rather than in an 
hoftile manner. 


XXXVI. This was an embalfy mild in its im* 
port, but intrufted to men of tempers too ferocious, 
'more refrmbling Gauls than Romans. Thefe, hav- 
ing explained their commilEon in an adembly of the 
Gauls, received for anfwer, diat although this was 
die firft tiipe that they had heard the name of the 
Romans, yet they fuppofrd that they were men of 
bravery, whofe afOftanep the Chilians had implored 
in a conjundhire fu perilous ; and in confideration o3f 
their having choten to interfere between their allies 
^d them, in the way of negotiation, rather fhan that 
'of arms, they would make no objefrion to the amit;^^ 
ble mrms which diey propofed, provided that the 
Clufians, who polfelTed a gfeater portion of land 
than they turned to ufe, would give up a part of it 
to the Gauls who wanted land: on no other terms 
was peace to be obtained : that they wilbed to re- 
ceive an anfwer in prefence of the Romans, and if 
the land were refuled them, would alfo decide the 
matter by arms in the prefence of the fame Romans, 
that they might inform their countrymen, how frr 
the Gauls excelled the reft of mankind in bravery. 
The Romans afking, by what right they could de- 
mand land from the pofTelTors, and in cafe of refu- 
fal threaten war ; and what concern the Gauls had in 
Rtruria ? the others fiercely replied, that they carried 
K K 4 their 
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^ ^ points of their fwords, and that all 

t,..^^j iBiinga vtett property of the brave. And thus, 

S S<. jj&i. with oiUujU in6ained on both itdes, they haftUy fepa> 
ra«4 to prepare 'fiiir battle, which began without 
dielay,, Here* iate now preEIng the city Rome, 
the atnM&dtilra, cbatraiv to the law of nations, took 
a part in tithe a^on ; a »ft which could not be con- 
cealed, fhr three of the nobleft and braveft of the 
Roman youth fought in 'the van of the Etrurian ar- 
my j and the valour of thcfe foreigners was cmi- 
.nendy confpicuohs. ‘ Befides, Qpintus Kabius rode 
forward beyond the line, and llrw a general of the 
Gauls, who was making a furious chaige againft the 
very ftandards of the Etrurians,* running him through 
the fide with his fpear ; he was known by the Gauls, 
while he was firipping him of his fpoils ; on which 
notice was conveyed round through the whole army, 
that he was one of th^ Roman ambafiadors. Drop- 
ping therefore theifrefentmenc againft the Clufians, 
they founded a retreat, threatening to wreak their 
vengeance on the Romans. , Some advifed that they 
mould march infiantly to Rome. But the opinion 
of the elders prevailed $ that ambafiadors fiiould firft 
be fent to complain of the ill treatment which they 
receivtid, and to demand that the Fabii (houkl 
be delivered Into their hands as a latisfa£tion for 
their having violated the law of nations. When the 
ambalTadpra of the Gauls had explained thofe mat- , 
tens accxKtding to their commifilon, the fenatc were 
highly difoleafeidat the behaviour of the Fabii, and 
though me demand of the barbarians juft ; but in 

t e of nobles, of fuch exalted rank, partid 

rour prevented their pafling a decree conformable 
to their judg^nt. Left, therefore, they might be 
chargeaSht with any misfortune which might per- 
haps be fuilained in a war with the Gauls, they re- 
ferred the determination, on the demands of the 
Gauls, to the aflcmbly of the people: where, lb 
prevalent was the influence of intcreft and wealth. 
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that the very perfons whpfc puniftmcnt 1W» 
fubjefl: of deliberation, were appointed mUitaty . 
tribunes with confular power for the enluing year, 

At Which proceeding the Gauls being juftly enra^- 

ed, and openly denouncing war, returned to their ^ 

countrymen. Together wish the three Fabii wefc V.®. s«|. 

appointed military tribunes, Quintus Sulpicius Lon** 

gus, Quintus Serviiius a fbum time, and Servius 

Cornelius Maluginenlis. 

XXXVII. When fortune* is determined upon 
the ruin of a people, Ibe can fo blind them, as to 
render them inlenfible to danger, even of the great- 
eft magnitude: accordingly the Roman ftate, 
which, m its wars with the Fidenatians and Vei- 
entians and other neighbouring enemies, had left 
«o means untried to procure aid, and had, on many 
occaGons, nominated a dtiftator : yet now, when m 
enemy whom they had never met, or even heard 
of, was, from the ocean and the remoteft coaft of 
the world, advancing «n arms againft them, th«y 
looked not for any extraordinary command or af- * 
iiftance. Tribunes, whofe temerity had brought 
on the war, were intrufted with the reins of go- 
vernment, and they ufed no greater dUigcace^Ur 
levying forces, than was ufual to cafe of a rupture 
with any of their neighbours, extenuating the im- 
portance which fame gave to the war. Meanwhile 
the Gauls, hearing that the viedators of the rights 
of mankind had even been recompenfed with ho- 
nours, and that their embafty had been ftigjhted, 
inflamed with anger, a paflion which that nadoii 
knows not how to control, inftantly fnacched up 
their enfigns, and began to march with the tttinoft 
expedition. When their precijdtate march couftd 
fuch an alarm wherever they pafled, that the in- 
habitants of the cities in a flight ran together to 
arms, and the pcafants betook themielvcs to 
they flgnifled to them, by loud Ihouts, that it 
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goii;^ while the ipace coveitd 
l ur i i ^i ii j f ^ hories was immenfe, the troops 

fittiitadjog widely on every lide. But report oot- 
ww thim ; and meSengers alfo from the Clu- 

liii% and ftom ftveral odier ftates, one after ano- 
ther* and the qtdckneft of the enemy’s proceetBngs* 
ca»^ the cuanoft conftemation among the Romans, 
who&army, compoftd, in a manner, of tumtikuary 
Xtoops, with all the hidle which they could make, 
iftnroe advanced lb far before they met them at the 
eleventh ftone, where* the river ilJUia, running down 
ftnm the Cruftuminian mountains in a very deep 
dhaniiel, joins the Tiber, a licde way below thic 
road. Aheady every place, in front, and on each 
fide, was occupied by numerous bodies of the ene- 
my i and, as that nation has a naturd turn ft>r ag- 
mwvado^ tenour by confufion, by their harlh mus 
fic and mlbordant clamours, they filled the air with 
a horrible din. 


• XXXVIII. There the military tribunes, with- 
out having previoulfy formed a camp, without the 
precaution of raifing a rampart which might iecure 
amtreat, regardlels of du^ to the gods, to lay 
m&ing of tl^ to man, without uking aulpices, 
vrithout oiforing a focrifice, drew up their line, 
whidt they extended on towards die flanks* left they 
fitotfld be fonoonded by the numerous forces the 
enemy. dagr could not fiiew an equal front, 
and at ihe ihme* time dunned their line in fuch a 
manOi^ as weidcencd the centre, and kft it fcarce 
10 up the fine without a breach. 
TIkm was a finaU eminence on the right, which 
thev demfdsiiicdjco occupy with a body of reforve i 
wt^ meafiire, as it gave the firft caufo to their 
difinair and defiadon of the fieU, fo it proved the 
j^ans of fiufeQr in their flight. Brennus the 
" a of the Gaids, thinking, that as his enemies 
W in number, their fiuli was what he had 
7 chiefly 
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chiefly to guard againfl;} and ibpfiofiQg, tint 
eminence had been feized widi wfign* dkat wHetti . „ 
the Gauls (hould be engaged in front with dw: fine .yjtT 
of the lemons, that referved body mig^t make an 
attack on their rear and flank) turned lua force 
againft the reforre, not-'doidMing, that if he cotdd 
dulodge them from their poft) hia troops* fo much 
fuperior in number* would find an eafy ttdury in the 
plain : thus not Only fortune, but judgment aim ftuod 
on the fide of the barboHans. In the oppofite araijr 
there appeared nothing like Romans, either amoi^ 
the commanders, or the ftddiers. Terror and di& 
may had taken pofieflion of their minds, and fisch a 
total unconcern for the refl; of mankind, that greater 
numbers by for fied to Veii, a city of their enemy* 
though the Tiber lay acrofs the way, than hf mt 
)direA road to Rome* to their wires and children. 

The lituauon of the grounddbr fome time defended 
the referve : but thou who coropofed the reft cd'the 
line, no fooner heard the fliout, thofe who ftood near- 
eft on their Bank, and thofe at a diftance on tbeii 
rear, than, not only without attempdng to fight, but 
without even returning the Ibout, frein as (hey were 
and unhurt, they ran away from an untried en emyi 
at whom they fcarce ventured to look. No IfVei 
were loft in the fight; but their rear was cue to 
pieces while they crowed on one another, in fuch 
hurry and confuflon, as retarded their flight Great 
flaughter was made on the bank of the Tiber* whi- 
ther the whole left wii^, after dirowing away their 
arms, had dire&ed their flight; and great numbers 
who knew not how to fwim, ot were not very ftroug, 
being buithened with their coats of nudl am other 
defenfive armour, were fwallowed up in the current 
However the greateft part efcaped fofe to Veil* feom 
whence they neither fent any reinforcement to Rome* 
nor even a courier to give notice of their deflsac. 
Thofe of the tight wii^ which had been polled ata 
diftance from die river, near the foot of the mono- 
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® 0 0 JS'-Sain, all took the way to Rome, and without even 
(hutting the gates of the city, continued their flight 

VOi. 3 < 5 . into the citadel. 

n. Cf 317* 

XXXIX. On the other hand, the attainment, al- 
xnoft miraculous, of fuch a fpcedy viftoiy, aflonifhed 
the Gauls. At firft, they ftood motionk fs through 
apprehenflon for their own fafety, fcarcely knowing 
what had happened j then, they dreaded fome ftra- 
tagem i at length, they collected the Ipi'ilb of the 
flain, and piled the arms in heaps, according to their 
practice. And now, feeing no fign of an enemy any 
where, they at laft began to march forwanl, and a 
little tefore fun-fet arrived near the city of Rome, 
where receiving intelligence by fome hoifemen who 
had advanced before, that the gates were open with- 
out any troops ported to defend them, nor ary lol - 
diers on the walls, this iecond miracle, not lels un- 
accountable than the former, induced them to halt : 
and, apprehending danger from the darknefs of the 
night, and their ignorance of the fiiuation of the 
‘city, they took port between Rome and the Anio, 
lending fcouts about the walls, and the ievtral gates, 
to difeover what plans the enemy would purfuc in 
tTus- defperate ftate of tlicir afiairs. The Roman 
ibldiers, both the living and the (lain, were all la- 
mented as loftj the greater part of them having 
gone from the field of battle to Veii, and no one 
fuppoflng that any furvived, except thole who had 
come home to Rome. So that the city was alraoft 
entirely filled with lamentations. Then on the ar- 
rival of intelligence, that the enemy were at hand, 
the apprehcnfions excited by the public danger rtifled 
all private forrowj loon after, the barbarians pa- 
troling about the walls in troops, they heard their 
yells and the diflbnant clangour of their martial in- 
rttuments. During the whole interval, between this 
and the next morning, their minds were held in the 
moft anxious i’ulpenle, every moment expeding an 

alTault 
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aflault to be made on the city. At the cnetny’a 
approach, they fuppofcd that they wouM be^n vthe 
aflault, as foon as they Ihoold arrive at the cityi, YiR 
imagining that they would have remained at the 
Allia, if this were not their intention. Then, about 
fun-fet, they fuppofed it would begin before night, 
becaufc there was not much of the day remaining j 
then that tlie defign was put off until night, in order 
to ftrike the greater terror. At laft, the approach of 
light funk them in difmay, and the evil itfclf which 
they dreaded, clofcd this fctnc of unrcmittcd ap-r 
prehenfion, the enemy marching into the gates in 
hoflile array. During that night however, and alfo 
the following day, the ftate prcfcrved a character, 
very different from that which fuch a daftardly flight 
at the Allia had indicated : for there being no room 
to hope, that the city could poflibly be defend- 
ed by the fmall number of troops remaining, a re- 
folution was taken, that tlie yotrig men who were fic 
to bear arms, and the abler part of the fenate, with 
their wives and chiltlpen, fliould go up into the 
citadel and the Capitol ; and having colleftcd' 
ftores of arms and corn, (hould, in that ftrong poft, 
maintain the defence ot' the gods, of the inhabit- 
ants, and of the name of Rome. That the 
men Quirinalis, and the veftal prieftefles, Ihould 
carry away, far from flaughter and conflagration, 
all that appertained to the gods of the ftate i 
and that their worlhip Ihould not be intermitted, 
until there (hould be no one left to perform it. If 
“ the citadel, and the Capitol, the manlion of the 
** godsj if the fenate, the fource of public cdMn- 
f‘ fcl} if the youth of military age, (hould fttr- 
** vive the ruin which impended over the city, they 
“ deemed the lofs of the aged light, as of a crowd 
« left behind in the city, with a certain profpedt of 
« perKhing,” And that fuch of this multitude as 
confided of plebeians, might bear their doom with 
the greater refignation, the aged nobles, formerly 

dignified 




triumphal honours and confullhips^ 
:. .’' J!^^:■^^.^ lii^^'d«^clwe4 that « they would meet death along 
wim tl^m» and would not burthen the fcanty 
** 'ftorcs oC the lighting men, with bodies incapable 
« <xf caring arms, and of protefting their country." 
SujCh y^ore,^e con^ations addrelTed to each other 
iiy. aged who were deftined to death. 


XL. ' i'HEiR exhortations were then turned to the 
baud of young men, whom they efcorted to the Ca- 
.pitol and citadel, commendmg to their valour and 
youthful v%our the remaining fortune of their city^ 
which, through the courle of three hundred and fixty 
years, had ever been viftorious in all its wars. When 
thefe who carried with them every hope and every 
feiburce, parted with the others, who had deter- 
mined not to furvlve the capture and deilrudion of 
the city, as the cafe itfelf and the view which it ex- 
hibited, were fufficient to c^l forth the tendered 
feelings of pity, being then joined with the lamen- 
mtions of the women who ran up and down in 
dillra£tion, now following one patty, then the other, 
alking their huAands and their fons, to what fate 
they wouldxonfign them? all together formed fuch a 
tp^ure of human woe as could admit of no aggra-. 
vatipn. A great part, however, of the women fol- 
^wed their relations into the. citadel, no one either 
■hindering or invidng them; becaufe, though the 
i^afure of lelTening the number of ulelefs perlbns, 
in afiege, would jdoubtlels be anufefulone, yctHt 
was a meafure of extreme inhumanly. The reft of 
the muldtude, conlifting chiefly or plebeians, for 
whtm ^re was neither room on ib fm^ ai^, nor 
>a poi^IdH^ of fvpport in h great a fcarcity of corn, 
,^pourif% out of; ^ city in one continued train, re- 
Ipaiied to the Janiculum. From thence fbrne dif- 
.^tfed through the country, and others made their 
W^y to the neighbouring cities, without any leader, 
vjbf-ahy concert, each punuing his own hopes and his 
'ii ' ^ own 




own plans, thofe of the public being 
deipcratc. Ih the mean time, the Ftomen 
lis, and the vit^ns, laying afide all conc<iirn 
for their own amdrs, and coopting together which 
of the facred things they Ihould tarry with them, 
and which they ihould leave behind, for they had 
not ftrcngth 'fuiEcient to carry them all, and what 
place they could beil depend on, for prefervii^ them 
in lafe cuftody, Judged it the moft eligible method ■ 
to inclofc them in caiks, arid to bury them urider 
ground, in the chapel next to* the dweliing-horife oF 
the Flamen Qnirinalis, where at prcfent it is reckoned 
profane even to fpit. The reft they carried, diftri- 
buting the burthens among themfelvcs, along the 
road which leads over the Sublician bridge, to the 
Janiculum. On the afeent of that hill, Lucius^ Al- 
binius a Roman plebeian, obferving them, as he was 
conveying in a waggon his wife and children, among 
the other crowd ot thofe who* being unfit for War 
were retiring from the city, and retaining, even, in 
his prcfent calamitous, ftate, a regard to the dll'- 
tinAion between things divine and human, * 
thought it would betray a want of the refpeft due 
to religion, if the public priefts of the Roman peo- 
ple were to go on foot, and thus to carry the lac 
things, whilft he and his family were fecn mounted 
in a carriage ; ordering his wife and children then to 
alight, he put the virgins and the facred things into 
the waggon, and conveyed them to Caere, whithec 
the priefts had determined to go. 


XLI. Meanwhile at Rome, when evciy dilpri- 
iition for die defence of the cit^l had beeri com- 
pleted, as far as was pofiible in foch a cotljun&ure^ 
the crowd of the aged withdrew to their houfos, and 
there, with a firmnefs of mind not to be lhaken by 
the approach of death, waited the coming of tlw 
enemy : fuch of them as had held curule offices, 
choofing to die in that garb which difplayed the em- 
blems of their former fortune, of their honours, of 

of 
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* tnerit, put on the moft fplendid rubes worn, 

when 'they draw the chariots of the gods in procef- 
T.II, Aon, or tide in triumph ; and, in this drefs, feated 
**®'»*>- themlelves in their ivory chairs at the fronts of their 
houfes. Some fay that they devoted themfelvcs for 
the Ikfety of their country and their fellow-citizens j 
and that they fung a hymn tipon the occalion, Mar- 
cus Fabius, the chief pontiff, didlating the form of 
words to them. On the fide of the GauK,as the kecn- 
nels of their i age, excited by the Bght, had abated 
during the night , and, as they had neither met any 
dangerous opjiofition in the field, nor were now tak- 
ing the city by ftorm or force , they marched next 
day, without any anger or any heat of paffion, into 
die city, thiough the Colline gate, which flood 
open, and advanced to the Forum, calling round 
their eyes on the temples of the gods, and on the 
citadel, the only fpot which retained the appearance 
of war. From thence, leaving a fmall guard to 
prevent any attack from the citadel or Capitol, while 
they were icattered about, they difperfed in quell of 
plunder. Not meeting a human being in the llreets, 
part of them rulhed in a body to the houfes that 
flood nearell i part fought the moll diflant, as ex- 
*pv6ling to find them untouched and abounding with 
4>oil. Afterwards, being frightened from tliencc, 
by the very Ibhtude, and Tearing left fomc fccrct de- 
fign of the. enemy might be put in execution againft 
them, while they were thus difpcrled, they formed 
themlelves into bodies, and returned again to the 
Forum, and places adjoining to it, where finding 
the houfes of the plebeians fliut up, and the palaces 
of the nobles Handing open, they fliewed rather 
greater backwardnefs to attack thefe that were open, 
chan fuch as were fliut. With fuch a degiee of ve- 
neration did they behold men fitting in the porches 
of the houfes, who, befldc their ornaments and ap- 
parel, more fplendid than became mortals, bore the 
nearell refemblance to gods, in the majefly dilplayed 
iit'flieir looks, and the gravity of their countenances. 

It 
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It IS Taid, that while thejr flood ^zing ort thcin 
flames, one of them, Marcus Papirius, proyokeddbe-;' 
anger of a Gauli by ftriking him on the head with If.ii:; 
his ivory feeptre, while he v/as flroaking his beaird,' **''^***?1 
which at that tim? was univcrlaUy worn long j that 
the flaughter began with him, and that the reft wcr«t 
flain in their feats. After the nobles were piit to* 
death, no living creature was ipared. The houfe's 
were plundered, and, as foon as they were emptied, 
fet on fire. 

XLII. However, whether it was, that they 
were not all pofleffed with a dcfire of redueing the 
city to ruins, or whether the defign had been 
adopted by the chiefs of the Gauls, that fome fires 
Ihould be prefented to the view of the befieged, 
for the purpofe of terrifying them, to try if they 
could be compelled' to , furrender, through affedion 
to their own dwellings, a i id that it the fame time all 
the houfes fhould not be burned down, becaufe 
whatever remained of the city, they could hold aj 
a pledge, by meatis of which they might work upon 
the minds of the enemy, the fire did not, during the 
firft day, fpread either excenfively, or in all parts in- 
difcriminately, as ufual in a captured dty. Tic- • 
Romans, beholding, from the citadel, the city filledi 
with the enemy, who ran up and down through cveiy 
ftreet, fome new fccne of horror ariling to their 
view in every different quarter, were neither able m 
pitfcrve their prcfencc of mind, or even to retiun 
the command of their eyes and ears. To whatever 
fide the fliouts of the enemy, the cries of womcii 
and children* the noife of the flames, and the erdb ■ 
of falling bottles, called their attention, : thith^i 
deeply Ihocked at every incident, they turned their 
faces, their eyes, their thoughts, as if placed there 
by fortune, to be Ipedators of the fall of their coun- 
tiy } 'and left, not for the purpofe of proteding any 
thing belonging to them, but merely their own per-f 

VOL. I. LL ionSr 
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* ^ foo», fo much more dclcirvingof commifcratlon than 

^ any others who were ever befiegcd } as by the fiegc 
V.ll, %is. which they fuftaintd they were held excluded from 
18 . C i»?’ their native city, whilft they faw every thing which 
they held dear in the power of their enemy. Nor 
was the night, which fucceeded fuch a (hocking 
day, attended with more tranquillity. The morning 
after this rcfllefs night rofe with an afpeft equally 
difmal; nor did any portion of their time relieve 
them, from tiie fight of a conftant fuccelfion of new 
diiaftrrs. LoaJed hnd overwhelmed with fuch a 
multiplicity of evils, they notwithftanding remitted 
nought of their firmnefs of refolution ; determined, 
though they fliould ice every thing in flames, and le- 
velled with the dull, to defend by their bravery the 
hill which they occupied, fmall and ill provided as it 
was, yet being the onlyrefugc of their liberty. And as 
the fame events now recurred every day, they be- 
came lb habituated, as it were, to difafters, that, ab- 
ftradting their thoughts from all feeling of their cir- 
« umft«inces, they regarded their arms, and the 
fwords in their hands, as now thcironly hopes. 

XLIII. On the otlicr fide, the Gauls, having 
fcvcial days only waged an incffedual war againft 
the buildings, when they perceived that among tiic 
fires and ruins of the city nothing now remained 
but a band of armed enemies, who were neither ter- 
rified in the Icaft by fo many difafters, nor likely to 
condefeend to treat of a capitulation, unlcfs force 
were applied, refolvcd to have rccourfc to extremi- 
ties, and make an aflaulc on the citadel. On a fig- 
nal given, at the iirft light, their whole multitude was 
marfhalled in the Forum, from whence, after rail- 
ing the ftiQUt, and forming a teftudo *, they advan- 
ced CO the attack. The Romans in their defence did 

Koiratng theniftflvn into a compafl body, with their ftiieUls joined 
together, and iitid over slieii headh to piuu£l tliem irom the miflde 
«yi9pont ot the enemy* 

nothing 
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nothing raflily, nor in a hurry j but having ftrcpgth* ^ 
cm d the ginrds at every approach, and 0 [)poling the t — 
ttiain flrength of their men on the quarter Where they Y.R. j<«. 
faw the baf'ahons advancing, th*y lufFcred the enemy 3*?* 
to mount the hill, judging that the higher they fhould 
afeend, the more eafily tlicy might be driven back, 
down the ileep. About the middle of the afeent 
they met them , and there making their charge down 
the declivity, which of itfedf boie them agiinft thd 
enemy, routed the (Jauls witlj fuch flaughter, and 
furh dcftruiflion, occafioncd by their falling down 
the pntipice, that they never afterwards, either in 
parties, or with their whole force, made another trial 
of that kind of fight. Laying afidc therefore the 
hope of effefting tlitir approaches by force of arms, 
they rcfolved to form a blockade, for which, having 
never until this time thought of making provifion, 
they wcic ill prepared, having, in burning the 
houfes, confiimed whatever even was in the city ; 
and in the courfc of the days they fpent there, all 
that was in the country found about had been haftily 
carried oft' to Vtii. Wherefore dividing their forces, 
they determimd tint one part fliould be employed 
in plundering among the neighbouring nations, while ^ 
the other earned on the fiege of the citadel, in ortttr 
that the ravagers of the country might fupply the 
befiegers with corn. 

XLIV'. The party of Gauls, which marched 
away from the city, were conduced merely by the 
will of fortune, who chofc to make a tiial of Romait 
bravery, to Ardea, where Camillus dwelt in exile, 
pining in fonow, and more deeply grieving at the 
fortune of the public, tli.aii at his own ; accufing godi 
and men, burning with indignation, and wondering 
where were now ih ife nu ii \^ho with him had taken 
Veil, and Fakiti, who, in other wais, had ever 
been more indebtetl to then own courage, than to 
fortune; he heaul, on a inJvlen, that the army of 
J 1 2 th<i 
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8 0 0 V tih» Oauh was approaching, and that the jpeopJe of 

, Ardea in conllcrnation were met in counfel on the 

Y.K. jKj On which, as if moved by divine inipira- 

8»C* j*?. tion, he advanced into the midit of their affembly, 
having hitherto been accnftomed to abfcnt himfeif 
from ?u«h meetings, and iaid, ** Pco|de of Ardea, 
** my friends of old, of late my fcllow-citizens alio, 
a relation encouraged by your ktndnefs, and 
** formed by my fortune} let not any of you imagine, 
*• that my coming htfoer is owing to my having for- 
** gotten my fituatiori ; but the prefent cafe, and the 
** common danger, render it ncccflary that every 
** one foouM contribute to the public every kind! 
** of ainftance in his power. And when lhall J rc- 
** pay fo great obligations as I owe you, if 1 am now 
** remifs ? On what occafion can I ever be fcrvice- 
** able to you, if not in war ? By my knowledge in 
** that line, 1 fopported a character in my native 
<* country, and having never been overcome by an 
** enemy in war, I was banifoed in time of peace 
**. by my ungrateful countrymen. To you, men of 
** Ardea, fortune has prefented an opportunity of 
** making a rccompence for all the valuable favours 
which the Roman people have formerly conferred 
** tin you. How great thefe have been, ye your- 
« folves remember } nor need I, who know you to 
« be grateful, remind you of them. At the fame time 
** you may acquire, fof this your city, a high degree 
** of military renown, by ailing againft the common 
** enemy. The nation, which is now approaching, 
in a difordcrly march, is one to whom nature has 
i|^veA minds and bodies of greater lize than 
** length: for whiifo rearon,thcy bring to every con- 
« tell mofo of tetrisr, dian of real vigour. The dif- 
** after of Rome mayferve as a proof of this } they 
took the city, when every avenue lay open s but Hill 
** a fmall band in the citadel and Capitol are able to 
<* witliftand them. Already tired of the flow pro- 
« ceedmgs of the flege, they retire and fpread dicm- 

“ felvcs 
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** felv« oyer the face of the cQuntr7. When goi^ed J* ^ 
“ by food, and greedy draughts of wine, won as 
night comes on, they ftrctch themfelves promifeu- YaTjsT 
** oufly, like brutes, near ftreams of water, without in- C. s> 7 * 
** trenchtnent, and without either guards or advanced 
pofts } ufing at prefent, in confcqucncc of fuccefs, 

** ftill lefs caution than ufual. If it is your wifh to de- 
** fend your own walls, and not to fuffer all this part 
of the world to become a province of Gaul,' take 
*» arms unanimoufly at the firft watch. Follow me, 

" to kill, not to fight. If I do* not deliver them into 
your hands, overpowered with Deep, to be llaugh- 
** tcred like cattle, I am content to meet the fame iHUe 
** of my afiairs at Ardea which I found at Rome.’* 

XLV. Everv one who heard him, whether par- 
tial or impartial, had long been poiTefied with an 
opinion, that there was not any where in chat age a 
man of equal talents for war. * The meeting then 
being difmiiTed, they took foinc refreihraent, and 
waited with impatience; for the fignal being given. 

As foon as that was done, during the ftillnefs of the 
beginning of the night, they attended Camillus at 
the gates ; they had not marched far from the city, 
when they found the camp of the Gauls, as had been 
foretold, unguarded and negledcd on every fide, 
and, raifing a Ihout, attacked it. There was no 
fight any where, but flaughter every where : being 
naked, and relaxed with fleep, they were eafily cut 
to pieces. However, thofe who lay moft remote, 
being rpufed from their beds, and not knowing how 
or by whom the tumult was occafioned, were by 
their fears directed to flight, and fome pf them even 
into the midft of the enemy, before they perceived 
their miftakc. A great number, flying into tlie ter- 
ritory of Annum, were attacked on their ftragglmg 
march by the inhabitants of that city, furrounded and 
cut off, A like carnage was made of the rufeans 
in the territory of Ven : for they were fo fer from 

L L 3 feeling 
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fiiM cotapadion for a city, which had been their 

^ , irTtf - n ruT ooW near four hundied ycurs, and was 

VX )*s* dVtfipotfwred by a ftrange and unhfard-of enemy, 
th^y rrtadc incufflons at that very time on the 
Holman territory : and, after loading themfelvcs with 
booty, purpoftd even to lay fiege to Veil, the biil- 
wark« aiid tho laft remaining hope of the whole Ro- 
man race. Tlte Roman foldiei , iheie had feen them 
ftraggjhng over the country, and alfo colleded in a 
bpdy, and driving the prey before them, and now 
perceived their camp prtched at no gif.at diftancc 
from Veii. At firil, their minds were filled with 
molapcholy rcflcdions on thrir own Ctuation , then 
with indignation, after vvards with rage. “ Muft 
** their misfortunes, ihty faid, be infulted even by 
** the Etrurians, from wliom they had drawn off 
** the Gallic war on themfclvts?” Scarce could they 
curb their paffions fo far as to refrain from attacking 
them that niftant , but, being rcllrained by CjLinntus 
Caedicius, a centurion, whom they had appointed 
their comm*nder, tliey confented to defer it until 
night. The adion which enfiied w^anted nothing to 
render it equal to the former, except that it was not 
conduced by a general equal to Camillus : in every 
O^J^er relpeft the courfc of events was the fame, and 
the iffue equally fortunate. Not content with this 

S I but taking, as guides, fomc pnfoners who 
furvived the daughter of the night, and ad- 
ing to Salinas agamft another body of Tufeans, 
they furprifed them on the night following, flew a 
foili greater numlber of tlieini and then returned tp 
yeii, etulting In their double viAory. 


XLVl. MsAtiwHa?. at Rome the fiege, in gc - 
peral, was earned on flowly, and both parpts lay 
(^uiert for the atc^cion of the Gauls was folcly em- 
ployed in preventing any of the enemy from cfcap- 
iog between their polls ; when, on a fudden, a Ro- 
man youth diew on himfilf the attention and ad- 
miration 
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miration both of his countrymen w>d the enemy. 80 0 K 
There was a facrifice always folcmnited by the , 

bian family at ftated times, on the Qnirinal hill > to If.lt, s^gt 
perform which, Caius Fabius Dorfo having come 8*^* 
down from the Capitol, drefled in the form called 
the Gabine cindure, and carrying in his hands the 
facred utenfils requifite for the ceiemony, pafled out 
through the midft of the enemy’s pofts, without be- 
ing moved in the leaft by any of their calls or 
threats j made his way to the Qyirinal hill, and after 
duly performing there the foiemn rites, returned by 
the fame way, picferving the fame firranefs in his 
countenance and gait, confident of the protefkion of 
the gods, whole worft ip, even the fear of death had 
not power to make him negleft, and came back to 
his friends in the Capitol, while the Gauls were 
cither held motionlcfs with aftonifliment at his amaz- 
ing confidence, or moved by /ronfiderations of reli- 
gion, of which that nation is ^ no means regard- 
fcfs, Meanwhile, thofc at Veii found not only their 
courage, but their flrength alfo increafiqg dailj;. 

And as not only fu<*h of tnc Romans repaired thither, 
who, in confequcnce cither of the defeat in the field, 
or of the difafler of the city being taken, had been 
difperfed in various parts, but volunteers alfo floiBcd 
in from Latium, with a view to (hare in the fpoil, it 
now leemed high pmc to attempt the recovery of 
tlieir native city, and refeue it out of the hands of 
the enemy* Put this ftrong body wanted af head t 
the fpot where they flood reminded them of Ca* 
niillus, a great number of the foldiers having fi>ugHt 
with fuccefs imdet his banners and aufpices. Bti« 

Tides, Caedicius declared, thlt he would not take 
any part which might afford occafion to any, ettber 
god or man, to take away his command from him i 
but rather, mindful of his own rank, would bimihlf 
infift on the appointment of a general. With uoi* 
verfal confent it was refolved, that CamiUus Ihot^ 
be invited from Ardea ; but that firft the fenate at 
L L 4 Romtl 
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1 ( he coofiiUcd, So carefully did they 

Xi ir-7\uj r evary pfocceding by a regard to pro • 

ilsd* though in ciicumfl'ances nearly def- 
perate* iMntain the diftinAions of the fcvcral de- 
partments of governmentf It was ncccflary to pals 
mtoughtbe enemy’s guards, which could not be cf- 
iiMEted without the utmoll: danger. A fptrued youth, 
Called Pontius Cominius, olfersd himlelf for the un-% 


dortakln^, and fuppoidng himfclf on pieces of cork, 
was carried down the ftream of tht Tiber to the city. 
From thence, where the diftance from the bank was 


^ortell, he made hio way into the Capitol over a part 
of the rock which was very ftcep .ind craggy, and 
therefore neglected by the eneniv’s guards; and be- 
ing condufied to the magiiliates, deitvered the 
meh^e of the army. Then, having received a 
decree of the ienate, that Cannllus Ihould both be 


recalled from exile in afTernbly of the Curias, and 


inltanily nominated tliftator by order of the people, 
and that the foldiersihouldiuve the general whom they 
w^iihed, going out by the f^mc way, lie proceeded 
With his Odpatches to Veil, from whepce dcpuacs 
were lent to Ardea to Camillus, who conduced him 


to Veii : or elfe, the law was paifcd by the Curians, 
and he was nominated didator in his abfence ; for I 


0m inclined to believe, that he did not fet out from 
Ardea, until he found that the law was paflfed, be- 
Cipre be could neither change his rcfidcnce without 
ai!t ovder^ of tlui Mople, nor hold the privilege of 
the aufpicei in me army, until he was nominated 
didator. 


* 

XI..V1I, Titt« they ^cre employed at Veii,whUft, 
Sn me meantimei the citadel and Capitol at Rome 
were In the titmoll danger. For the Gauls, having 
either perceived the track of a human foot, where 
the medenger from Vcii had pafled ; or, from their 
QWo oblervadoii, remarked the ealy aibenc at the 
retk of Camwfttis, on a moon-light night, having 

firll 
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firft fcnt forward^ a pcrfon unarmed W* make triiJ * R 
of the way, handing their arms to thofe before them j . --m ‘ mj - 
when any difficulty occurred, fuppoitittg and fim* 
ported in turns, and drawing each other Up iCCOra* 
ing as the ground required, they climbed to the 
fummit in fuch lilencc} that they not only efcaped 
the notice of the guards, but did not even alarm the 
dogs, animals particularly watchful with regard to 
any Uoife at night. They were not iinperceivcd 
however by forae geefe, which being facred » Juno 
the people ipared, even in tKe prefent great foarciqr 
of food, which circumftance proved their preferva-* 
tion. For by the cackling of thefe creatures, and 
the clapping of their wings, Marcus Manlius was 
routed from deep, a man of diftinguifhed charadler 
in war, who had been conful the third year before, 
and (hatching up his arms, and at the fame time call- 
ing the reft to arms, he h^ned to the fpot. Where* 
while the reft ran about in conifufion, he by a ftrokO 
with the boft of his fhield tumbled down a Gatd 
ivho had already got footing on the fummit } and 
this man’s weight, as he feu, throwing down thofo * 
who were next, he Qcw feverd others, who, in theif 
confternation, threw away their arms, and catffiht^ 
hold with their hands of the rocks, to which mey 
clung. By this time others had a^mbled at the 
place, who by throwing iavelins and ftones beat 
down the enemy, fo that the whole band, unable to 
keep their footing, were hurled down the preci|^ce 
in promifouous ruin. The alarm then fubfiding, the 
remainder of the night was given to repofo* Au^aa 
could be enjoyed after fuch perturbadon of nUhd, 
when the dan^r, though paft, kept tip die agitatfoa 
of people’s minds. As foon as day appeared, fob 
fokfiers, being fummoned, by found of trumpet, to 
attend the tribunes in aftembly, when due recom* 
pence was to be made both to merit and demerits 
Wnlius was firft of all commended for the bravmy 
which he had difplayed, and was prefented with gifts, 

not 
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^3 * ttJt oely ^ the milH»ry tribunes, but alio by the 
' lojidiers untvilsi^y J for every one of them earned to 

houle) which was in the citadel, a contribution of 
MJ. fi>* half a t»Dttn4 of corn and half a pint of wine. A 
pi'itfejFtt tit^htch appears triSmE in the relation, yet the 
Iblt^ity wtjhich prevailed, rendered it a very (trong 
jpihsof of ofteem, as each man abridging his own fu^ 
ttMMnCe^ Contributed, in honour of a parucular per* 
lbn» a portion fubtra^ed from the fupport of his own 
pCrlbn, and his neceilary fupplies. Then thofe* 
who had been on guard at the place, where the ene- 
, coy climbed up unob/erved, were cited i and though 
Q^tua Suipicius, military tribune, had declared, 
that he would punilh every man of them according 
CO the rules of military difripline, yet being deterred 
by the unanimous remonftrances of the foldiers, 
who threw all the blame on one particular man of 
the guard, he fpared tfie reft. The one who was 
QMintfeftly guiltyi ho with the approbation of all 
^rew down from the rock. From this time forth, 
l(hc guards on both lides iijjecame more vigilant: 
'on the fide of the Gauls, because a rumour 

t read that meftengert pafted between Veti and 
ome , aqd on that of the Homans, from their re* 

‘ coll(<ftion of the danger to which they had been ex* 
pol^ in dte tught. 

Hot beyond all the evils of the war 
aii4 Jfegc, fiunine diftrclTcd both armies. To 
which woi a44|4 on the ftde of the Qauls, a pefti> 
ii^ntjud diforder^ occaftoned by their lying encamped 
la iM’ gfiPlittd Ibrrounded with hills, which befides 
baling been hdied by the burning of the build* 
inttti and ftUad with exhalations, when the wind 



wpcftiqualiiMito endure, as being 
coitfi and moiuure. And they fuSered fo ieverely 

from 
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from the heat and fuffbeatioo, that rficy died in # *t 

numbers, diforders fpreading as among a herd of 

cattle. And now growing weary of the trouble of V 
burying each feparauly, they gathered the bodica in W* 
heaps protnilcuoully,and burned them, and thb rejft-* 
dcred the place remarkable by the name of the Gal* 
lie piles. A truce was now made with the llomaiM* 
and conferences held with pcrmifllion of the com* 
manders. In which, when the (Jauls frequently 
made mention of the famine to w’hich the others were 
reduced, and thence infetred the necclfity of thdf 
fui rendering, it U faid, that in order to remove this 
opinion, bread was thrown from the Capitplin fevc* 
lal places into the advanced pods of chO Gauls. But 
now the famine could neither be diflemblcd nor en- 


dured any longer. Wherefore, wlulft the dictator 
was employed in perfon m levying forces at Ardca, 
in fending his matter of che^ horfe Lucius V'alerius 
to bring up the troops from Wen, and in making 
fuch preparations and arrangements as would enable 
him to attack the cnenvy on equal terms, the garyi- 
Ion of theCapittt, worn down with the fatigue of* 
guards and watches, though they lud ttood fu* 
perior to all human evils, yet famine being one 
which nature would not allow to be overcome, Igpk- * 
ing out day after day for tlie appearance of fome 
alliftance from the didlator, at laft, not only provi- 
frons, but hope now failing, their arms in the courlh 
of relieving the guards almott weighing down theiy 
feeble bodies, infifted that cither a furrender Ihoald 
be made, or the enemy bought off, on l^h lierms 
as could be obtained : for the Gauls ha4 given plain 
intimations, that, for a fmall compen^on, diey 
might be induced to rehnquiJh the fiege. 'Incs fe- 
nattt then met, and the military tribunes were c<«p« 
miffioned to conclude a capitulation. The buttnefs 
was afterwards tranfaded in a conference between 
Quintus Sulpicius a miliiaiy tribune, and lEkennus 
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I* ,thecMeftaio of the Gauls, and a thoufand pounds 
. Weight' of gold* was fixed as the rahfom of that 
people, who were afterwards to be rulers of the 
world* To a tranfadtion fo very humiliating in it- 
ftlf* itifiilt was atldcd. Falfe weights were brought 
by the Gsiuls, and on the tribune objefting to them, 
the infolent Gaul threw in his fword in addition to 
the weights, and was luard to utter an expreffion in- 
tolerable to Roman cars, “ wo to the vanquiflicd.” 

XLIX. But both gods and men ftoodforth to pre- 
vent the Romans living under the difgrace of being 
ranibma). For, very fortunately, before the abo- 
minable payment was completed, the whole quan- 
tity of gold being not yet weighed in confequence 
of the altercation, the didbtor came up to the fpot^ 
Ordered the gold to be carried away from thence, 
and the Gauls to clear the place. And when they 
made oppofition, and infifted on the agreement, he 
affirmed that fuch an agreement could have no vali- 
dity, being made after he had been created di£bator, 
without his order, by a magiftrate of fubordinatc au- 
thority j and he gave notice to the Gauls to prepare 
for battle. His own men he ordered to throw their 
baggage in a heap, to get ready their arms, and to 
recover their country with ftecl, not with gold { hav- 
ktt before their eyes the temples of the gods, their 
wives and children, the fite of their native city, 
dhfigured with rubbifli through the calamities of 
war, and every pbjeft which they were bound by the 
ftrongdt^ duties to defend, to recover, and to re- 
venge. He then drew up his forces for battle, as 
the nature of foe giound would allow, on the fite of 
the half demoUlhed city, which was in itfelf naturally 
uneven, and roade every previous arrangement and 
preparation, which could be fuggefted by knowledge 
Ih war, to fecure all advantages in favour of his own 
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men. 
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men. The Gauls, alarmed at this unexpected event? ® 00 
took up arms, and with more rage than condud n,w ij|' 
ruflied upon the Romans. Fortune had now chang* 
cd fidcs; and both divine favour and human 
dom aided the Roman caufe. At the firit onfei;* 
therefore, the Gauls were put to the rout, with na 
greater difficulty than they had met, when they gamed 
the victory at the Allia. They were afterwards defeat* 
ed, under the conduCt and aufpices of the fkme Ca* 
millus, in a more regular engagement at the eighth 
ftone on the Gabine road, where they rallied after 
their flight. Here the flaughtcr was immenfe j their 
camp was taken, and not even a Angle perfon left to 
carry the news of the defeat. The dilator, having 
thus recovered his country from the enemy, returned 
to the city in triumplj, and among the rough jokea 
which die foldiers throw out on fuoh occafions, re- 
ceived the appellations of a Romulus, and tiic father 
of his country, and a fccond founder of tlte city, 
praifes not unmerited. I Us country thus faved by 
arms, he evidently favfid a Iccond time in peace, 
when he hindered the people to remove to Veil, 
a fcheme prefl’cd by the tribunes with greater ear- 
neftnefs after the burning of the city, and wljjch 
the commons, of themfclves, were tlien more in- 
clined to purfue j and for that rcafon he did not rc- 
fign the diClatorlhip immediately after his triumph, 
being entreated by the fenate not to leave the com- 
monwealth in that uncertain ftatc. 

I« The firft bufinefs which he laid before the 
fenate was that which refpeCted the immortal gods » 
for he was remarkably attentive to all matters in 
which religion was concerned. He procured a de- 
cree of fenate, that “ all the temples having been in 
** pofleffion of the enemy Ihould be reftored, their 
" bounds traced, and expiation made for them, and 
** that the form of expiation ihould be fought in 
** the books by the duumvirs. That a league of 
I « holpitality 



Till HI^lTOk Y 

• i O IC; tt hofbkality (hould be formed by publie authority 
VwvW ** people of CiCfC, becaulc they had af- 

** ibrded a reception to the facred utcnfils, and to 
« |}^ prkfts of the Roman people j and that to the 
** kiodTiicrs of that people it was owing, that the 
«« <M(pof0i})p of the immortal gods had not been in- 
w terhihwd $ that Capitolinc games fhoiihl be ex- 
” hibittd in honour of Jupittr, fuprcmcly good and 
gr^at, for having, in time ot danger, jirotefted 
nisown manfion, and the liradel of the Roman 
** people, and that a certain number, for the due 
performante theicof, fhoiild be incorporated by 
the diflator, out of ihoic who refided in the Ca- 
*« pirol and citadel.’' Mention was alfo intro- 
duced of expiating die voire u hich had been heard 
by niglit, giving notice of the calamity before the 
Gallic war, and wliiJi had been negleflcdj and 
an Older was made that a temple fhould be ercfled 
to Aius Lociituis, m the new ftrect. The gold* 
tjhith had been rtfrutdfiom the Gauls, and alfo 
wl.^t had been, during the liurry of the alarm, ear- 
ned horn the other temples into the recefs of Jupt- 
tet's temple, was all together judged to be lacred, 
end cidtrco to be depofited under the throne of Ju- 
piter, bccaufe people could not recoiled to what 
temples it ought to be returned. The Rate had, 
before this, tpanifcHed a high Vegard to religion, in 
accepting a contribution of gold from the matrons, 
when the public fund was found infufficient to make 
Up the (urn ftipulatcd to be }>aidto the Gauls* rather 
than meddle with the facred gold. To the matrons 
public thanks were given, and alfo the privilege of 
having furlcral orations delivered in honour of them 
on tiirir death* as the men had. When he had 
finilhcd fuch budheis as refpeded the ^ods, and 
jiich as could be determined by the authority of the 
£:nace* a$ the tribunes never ceafed teafing the 
commons in their harangues to abandon the ruins* 
and t;emove to Veii, ^ cit)' ready for their receptions 

bcintt 
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being attended by the whole body of the fenate, hS * ^ 

mounted the tribunal and Ipoke to this effed. > 

ir.it. fijk 

LI. « RomanSi fo ftrong is my averlion td hoM-* ®' w* 
ing contentions with the tribunes of the people, 

** that, while I refided at Ardea, I had no other con-' 

** folation in my meUncholy exile than that I was at 
a diftance from fuch contefls i and alfo, on aC» 

“ count of thofe difputes, I was fully determined 
“ never to return, even though ye (hould recall me 
by a decree of fenate and order of the people. 

“ Nor was it any ch-ange of my fentiments, which 
“ had power to prevail on me now to return, but 
*' the fituation of your affairs. For the point in 
quedion was, not whether I IhoulU refide in my 
“ native country, but whether that country itlelf 
*■* ihould remain in its own eftablifhed feat ? And 
** on the prefent occafion moft willingly would t 
^ remain filent, and decline taking any part, did 
** not this ftruggle alfo affedt the eflential mteirc(jli 
“ of my country j to b% wanting to which, as long 
** as life remains, were bafe in others, in Camillus 
** infamous. For to what purpofe have we at- 
tempted its recovery? Why have we lefcued it 
“ out of the hands of the cm my who beficged it ? 

“ If, after it has been recovered, we voluntarily de- 
“ fert it } and if, notwithftanding that the Capitol 
and citadel dill continued to be held and inhabited 
“ by the gods and the natives of Rome, even when 
the Gauls were vklorions, and in pofleflion of the 
“ whole city ; yet now that the Romans are vidtori* 

” ous, and the city has been rccovefcd i that Ca- 
pitol and citadel ihould be deleited 4ong with 
I* the reft, and our profperity become the caufe of 
** greater defolauon to this city, than Our adverfity 
was ? In tiuth, if we had no religious inftitutions 
“ which were founded together with the city, and 
** rcgulirly handed down from one generation to 
« another j yet the divine power has been fo mani* 

fedly 
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{eik|]rc}ifi>b7'ed4t time in ^vourofthe Rom 
mttiiAmrs, dutt 1 ihouid think 4U di^ofition to 
** b 4 negligent in paying due honour to the gods ef> 
" nsffidved ftom the tninds of men. For> 

** ntke n, review of the trartfe<^0QS of tbefe latter 
•* 6nler« whether profpcrous or adverfc, 

«* akijid te trill find that in every tnftance profpeiity 
** iCOnnandy attended obedience to the gods, and 
** ndverfity the negle<fi; of them. To begin with the 
•* wnr of Veii ; for what a number of years, and 
** with What an immenftty of labour, was it carried 
** Oft j Yet it could not be brought to a conclu- 
o* ^n, until, in obedience to the admonidon of the 


** gods, the water was difeharged finm the Albp 
** hke ; what ! did this unparalleled trun of mif^ 
** fortunes, which ruined our city, ^commence until 
** the voice feat from heaven, concerning the ap«> 
w proach of the Oauh, had been treated with ae» 
** de^ } until the laws of nadons had b(wn violated 
it ^ our ambafiadors i and until we» wim the fame 


**' difiegard to the gods, palTed over tliat crime 
** which we were bound to puniih ? Vanquifhed, 
therefore, made cwtives, ai^ ranfomed, we have 
** fufiered fuch punHnments at the bands of gods 
** and men, as render us a warning to the whole 
” world. After this, our misfortunes agrin re- 
f* minded uspf our duty to the j^ods. We Bed for 
^ refuge tothe gods into the Caintol, to the manfion 
of Jupiter, fuprcmcly good and great. The fa- 
** ered titanfUs, amidfi; the ruin of our own pro^ 
** perriett, we partly concealed in the earth, p^dy 
conveyedwuc^^ the enemy’s fight, to foe neigh- 
w bouring oides. Abandoned by |;ods and men, 
** yat we did joot intermit the worfiup of foe gods. 
« The oo^quemas was, foey refbored us to our 
^ mutttry,' to vifoory, and to our former renown in 
** war, which Wo had forfeited i and, on foe heads 


of foe eneiWfi who, blinded by avarice, broke 
w foe feith of a itreaty in rei^a to foe weight of 
A. « foe 
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•* the gold, they turned difmay, and Eight, and 
" flaughtcr, 

LII. ** Wftsit ye reded on thefe ftronginftancca 
** of the powerful f IffedS produced on the affairs of 
“ men by their either honouring or negleding the 
“ Deity, do yc not perceive, Romans, wW ah ad of 
** impiety we arc aoout to perpetrate } cycn in the 
** very moment of emerging from die wreck and ruin 
** which followed oUr former mifeondud ? We arts' 
" in poffelHon of a city built under the diredion of 
** auipiccs and auguries, in which there is not a (pot 
** but is full of gods and religious rites. The days 
** of the anniwrfary facrificcs are not more pre- 
** cifely (Irated, than are the places where tliey are 
" to be perforrtied. All thefe gods, both public 
« and private, do ye intend, Romans, to forfake f 
** What fimllitude does your qondud bear to that, 
<* which lately, during die fiege*, was beheld, with 
** no lefii admiradoQ, % the enemy, than ^y your- 
** felves, in that excellent jouth Calus Fabiiis, when, 
“ he went down from the citadel through the midft 
of Gdlic weapons, and performed on the Q^iiri- 
" hill the anniveriary rites pertaining to the Fa- 
** bian family ? Is it your opinion that the religious 
" perfof^O*^*^^ of particular families fhould not be 
** intermitted, though war obftruft, but that the 
** public rites and the Roman gods (hould be for- 
faken*even in time of peace ; and that the pontiffs 
and flameos (hould be more negligent of the public 
" rims of religion, than a private perfon was of his 
*• family rites ? Some perhaps may fay, we will 
“ perform thefe at Veii, or will fend our priefts 
** hither from thence to pciform them ; neither of 
** thele can be done without an infringement of the 
** eftablilhed forms. Even in the cafe of the feaft of 
” Jupiter, not to enumerate all the fcvcral gods, 
** and all the different kinds of facred rites, can 
” the ceremonies of the Lediftcrnium be performed 
yot,. I. . M “in 
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liO 0 K “ III atiyoth(r place than tht Capitol. What fliall 
. “ 1 lav of thr (tciiwl tuc cf Vefla, ami of tl» 
V R^jisj. “ flatuf, that pltdpe of impiie, which Ukcpr under 
V.C. 187. » the laf'e0iiaul of he* ttmple? What, O Mali 
Giadivus and thou, I'lthti Qtiinnus, of tliy An- 
“ cilia ^ ^ Is It pjbt that thole lacred things, coeval 
** with the city, mv lome of them moie ancient 
** than the ou«*m of the city irlclf, flionld all be 
** abandoned to pie'fination ? Now, obkive tlic 
** diStrenee between us and out ancdlois. The) 
** lundeei down touicertiin laned iite$ to be pei 
** foimed on the Ailwn, an ! on the Lavinian inounM, 
Was it thi.n ekimtd oirinfive to the gods, that 
fined rues fhould be bi ought to lu to Rome, 
** from cities of oui enemies j and Iboliwe, with- 
** out impiety, lemove them fiom hence to an 
“ enemy’s city, to Vni? Receilltdl, I bcleech you, 
** how often lacied ntts aie pei formed anew, becaule 
lome paiticulti v.( union) of our countiyhas been 
** omitted throigh negligence or accident. In a. 
“ late mftanre, whit either matter, after the prodigy 
of the Alban lake , proved a remedy rin^jjjiyiif- 
tieffes bi ought on tin < ommonweap^o^ 

** w^r of Yen, bur the Hpetiti''n of the lacred ntts, 
and tlif lenew.il ol tin aufpiies ? But bcfidc", as 
“ if vraloutly attuhed to our old religious inllitu- 
“ tions, we hr\t both nanfpoitcd loieign deities 
to Rome, and ! . ve infituted new ones. It was 
butht othti d'’t ilutinipinial Juno was removed 
“ iuchtr ftoni \ n, aiid Mthwhat,! uowdtd at- 
“ tenlaiKC was rl.t day of hn dtdica-ion On the 
“ /'\'ntine ctMiTni? And iiow was it difhn- 
iQicdby dn t %traordm.ir) /cal of the mations ? 


* Ancile, a fli It* joUd to br ot thr M 1 ul to hav$ 
fill n from hif vt; it tl « i<^ » Ot £yut 1 . Jjt Wl^ Hi th 

<4iK*i utl * I w III <ieu tut b' tie pi (i^ of Miis>» caJltd 
' *> i s 1 1 toihJcKj ift t ill pi-ipiinl ihu nion <»t the 

> c 'f invent Its htu f It ) t n, tkvtu vveiL nndv^ t X u liy 

}^i i at (I liUtI upvvuli Jt 


\Vc 
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We have paffed an order for the ercftino of a ^ ^ 

temple ro Aius Locutius, in the new ftreet, out ^ 
of leg ml to the heavenly voice which was heard Y^R. ii4j 
*' there. To our other folemiiities we have adikd 
Capitolinc games, and have, by direction of the 
ft natc, founded a new college for the pertorniance 
thereof. Where was there occafioti fqr any of 
** thefe infticutions, if we were to abandon the city 
" at the fame time with the G luls ; if it was againft 
“ our will that we refiJed ia the Capitol, for fo 
“ many months as the fiegt continued j if it was 
through a motive of fear that we fuffcied our- 
** felves to be held confined there by the enemy ? 

” Hitheito we have fpoken of the facred rites and 
** the temples, what are we now to fay of the 
“ priefls ? Does it not occur to you, what a dc- 
*' gree of impiety is to be committed with refpeft 
” to them ? For the vfftalsliavc but that one rc- 
fidence, from which nothing ever diftut bed them, 

** except tire capture of the city. And it isdeemccl 
impious 'if the Flame’n Dialis remain one iiiglft 
** out of the city. Do ye intcnfl to make thole 
“ Veientian priefts inftoad of Romm? And, O 
Vella, lhall thy veftals forfake thoc ? And Hull 
the Flamen, by foreign refUience, diaw every 
** night on himfelf, and the commonwealth, fo great 
** a load of guilt? What fliall wc lay of other 
“ kinds of bufinefs which we tranftul under aufpices, 

“ and almofl: all within the Pomevrium ^ "i’o wliat 
oblivion, or to what negleft, are we to confign 
“ them? The alTcmblies of rhe Cniias, which 
** have tJie regulation of mUit.irv alfairi } the alTcm- 
blies of the centuries, in which ye ch tl confuls 
and military tribunes, where tan they be held 
tinder aufpices, except in the acciuloraed place ? 

** Shall wc transfer thelc to Veu? Or lliall the 
people, in order to hold their alicmWies, crowd 
** together here, with fo great inconvenience, into 
** a city deferted by gods and uv.n ? 

M M 2 
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* ® ® LIII. " Bl r the cafe itfelf compels us to leave a 
‘ " derul>«ed by fitc autl ruiiij and remove to 
Y.K. " Veil, where every thing is entire, and not to 
II4C.38/. « jiftrclt, the needy tommons by building here. 

Now, I think, Romans, it muft be evident to 
yourfelyc*), thotJgh I (hould not fay a word on 
the fubjcdl, that this is but a pretext held out to 
ferve a pur()ofe, and liot the real motive. For ye 
« remcmbci , that this Icheme of our removing to 
** Veil was agitated facfoic the coming of the Gauls, 

“ when the buikhngs, both public and private, 

** were unhurt, and the city Rood in faftty. Now 
*' obferve, tribunes, the dilFerenre between my 
u way ot thinking and yours. Ye are of opinion, 

“ that, ev ea thoufili it were not advifeable to be 
“ done at that time, yet it is plainly expedient now. 
the conn ary, and be not fnrpriied at what 1 
fay, tintil ye liearmy leafons, even allowing that 
'* it had been advjfe.ible to have removed at tlitt 
“ Time, when the whole city was in a Hate of 
** lafety, I would not vote for leaving dicfe ruins 
“ now. Btcaufc at that tunc the taufe of our rc^ 

“ moving into a (apuiicd city would have been a 
victory obtaineii, a taufe glonous to us and our 
“ 'poftenty $ Inch 4 removal, now, would be 
“ wretciied and dilhonourable to us, glonous to 
the Gauls, bor we Hull appear not to have left 
“ our country in confequence of vi&ory, but to 
“ have loft it by being vanquiflicd j and, by the 
“ flight at the Allia, by the capture of the city, 

“ by the blockade of the Capitol, to have been laid 
“ under the neceflity of forfaking our dwellings, 

« and betaking ourfelves to exile and Bight, from a 
“ place which wc were not able to defend. And ^ 
“ have the Gauh been able to demolifti Rome, and 
ihall the Romans be deemed unable to reftore it? 

“ Wtiat leniains, then, but that ye allow them to 
“ come with new forces, for it is certain they have 
numbers karccly credible, and make it their 

A €S rVinirs* 
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** choice to dwell in this city, captured by them* ^ ® * . 
“ and forfakcn by you ? What would you think, if, . ■- * | „ i jt 
** not the Gauls, but your old enemies the ^quans 
** or Volfcians, ihould form the deflgn of removing 5*fi« 
** to Rome ? Would ye be willing that they Hiould ' 
** become the Romans, and ye the Vcientians ? Or 
would ye choofe that this (hould be a deleft in 
** your pofleHion, rather tlian a city in that of th© 

** enemy? Anything more impious I really can - 
” not conceive. Is it out of averfion to the trouble 
of rebuilding, that ye are ready to incur luch guilt 
** and fuch dii jffl ttiic ? Suppofing that there could 
** not, in the wiole city, be ere£led a better or 
more ample ftrufture than that cottage of our 
“ founder, were it not more dcfirablc to dwell in 
" cottages, after the manner of (hepherds and ruf* 

“ tics, in the midft of your facred places and tu- 
telar deities, tlian to have •the commonwealth go 
into exile ? Our forefathers, a colleftion of 
** ftrangers and (hepherds, when there was nothing 
in thde places nutwoods and marlbcs, buiha 
” new city in a very llrort time. Do we, though 
•* we have the Capitol and citadel fafe, and the 
** temples of the gods ftanding, think it too trouble - 
" fome to rebuild one that has been burned ? And 
what each particular man would have done, if his 
*' houfe had been dettroyed by fire, do the whole 
body of us refute to do the fame, in the cafe of a 
♦* general conflagration ? 

' LI V. « Let me alk you, if, through Ibme ill de-. 

** fign or accident, a fire fliould break out at Veil, 

« and the flames being fpread by the wind, as might 
** be the cafe, lliould confume a giear part of the 
city : mull we leek Fiden®, or Gabii, or fome 
** other city, for us to remove to ? Has our native 
“ foil fo flight a hold of our affc£lions } and thiii 
** earth, winch wc call our mother ? Or does our 

** bye 
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to you in war. And this h^ing the caft, in the 
name of Jolly, ^vhcie can be the wildom m people 
who have cxi>crienced fuc h .i lot, making trial df' 
** a change, wlien, though your valour might ac- ^ 
** company you in youi lemoval to another place, 
** the toitune of tins f pot cutiinly could not be 
tianhited^ Iletc !•» the Capitol, where a 
** human held bting formcily found, it was fbre- 
** told that m that Ipot fhould be the capital of the 
woild, and the Ic.tC of fovcicign empire. Here, 
** when the Cap»< A was to be cleared by the rites 
ofauouiy, Justnris and TSi minus, to the exceed- 
“ in » gicat joy of our fathers, fudtred not them- 
*' Iclves to be moved. 1 Icrc is the fire of Vefta, 

*' luie» the Andlu, fent down Horn heaven, here 
** all the gods, and they piopttious to your ftay.” 
Camillus IS laid to hive afTedhd them much, both 
by other paits of his dilcouife, and particularly by 
that which related to nhgiius matters. But the 
affiir lemained in fufpt.nfe, U;1til an . ccidental ex- 
preflion, fcafonably uttcKd, determined it. i'oi in 
a fhort time after this, ,the fenatc fitting on this l^u- 
nefs in the Cinu fToftilia, it happened that fomc* 
tohous, retut ung fiom relieving the guards, paflid 
through the boium in their inareh, when a centmion 
in the Cominum ealled out, Stmdard-bearejj, fix 
** your Itandaid. It is beft for us to ftay here.*' On 
hearing whuh expreflTion, the fenate coming foiih 
from the Curia, called out with one voice, that 
** they embraced the omen,” and the furrounding 
croofd of commons joined their appiobation. Thci 
propoftvl law bt mg then rejedled, they let about re-r 
building the city in all parts at once. Tiles wer^ 
fiipplied at the public expcnce, and libeity grant 
to hew Hones and fell timber, wherever each ^ 
thofe, ftcuriry being taken for their complete 
tlic buikhngs within the year. Their hafte tf| 
^Jtway all attention to the regulation of the courf J 
the ftiect... for Ittnng afide all regard to diftin/ 
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i otpmpemy, they Ijwih oA any fpot which they fottnd 
« A A M uu-j vacant And tliat js the mmn that the old 
'fcl V. which at fifft were condu&cd uhder the jp^c 
ftt-cctSi now> in many places, paii under private 
houfes, and that the form of the city appears as if 
fore*', and not onier, haddireded iftc djiftdbutioh of 
the lots. 
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